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Foreword

he image on the front cover of this issue depicts what is probably one of the most notorious
Tmanmade structures of modetimes: the Berlin Wall or, as it was officially known by
the regime which constructed it, tetifaschistischer SchutzwdliAnti-Fascist Protection
Rampart]. During the thirty or so years of its existence, it marked a physical border, the one
that separated East and West Berlin. It also came to be regarded as a symbol of the ideological
divide between East and West Europe, théi r on curtaind that d&éddesc
after WW2, as Churchill described it in his speech of 5 March 1946.

The Berlin Wall is no more; it is a memory in the minds of those who lived with its
presence. Following the opening of the border ©oiNovember 1989, people set about
demolishing it; official demolition began the following summer, and today only a few sections
remain. They serve not only as a reminder of Wall itself and the ideologies that divide peoples
but also as a monument to thermaeople who died in their attempt to get out of one regime
for whatever reason and live in another; the flowers in the image are tributes to their memory.
The image thus represents the themes of this double isssikeep$iwhich presents articles
resultng from Borders and Time to Remembeii Anniversaries, Celebration and
Commemorationthe conferences of 2016 and 2017 respectively.

One definition of the term Oborderd is th
geographical regions. Unsurpriglg, many of the papers that were delivered at the conference
held on 27 May 2017 focussed on this concept of a border. However, as is illustrated by the
Berlin Wall, a border can be the invisible line of demarcation that distinguishes intellectual

conceps. The two articles selected Bordersand published in this issue, one of which began

|l ife as a paper delivered at the conference
functions.

The first of these, Ar i an manslafibaad Practices@rsd 6 Ur L
Transcul tur al Commons in the Age of Gl obal

phenomena that -Aomadnsmdé eammdnatibeodmeos t hat
nomadism as a way of life and the nomad have existeaiftannia and still do, though with
increasing difficulty. The focus of her art:i
disconnectonorde oot edness6 experienced by todaybs |
from] a perception of fragent ati on of community and of di
experienced by the host societies into which they eventually settle. The solution is not, she

argues, to try and enforce cultural assimilation on migrants or even adopt a policy of
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multiculturalis m b ot h of which O6hinge wupon and san:

dichotomyd but to embrace transculturality,
discrete,selt ont ai ned wunits?o. To do this, rawef can |
past cent uendedstransoclaletran®olpaesns and i ntercul tur al

used to be found along the trade routes of Asia, north Africa and-esasthEurope and
Opromoted the crossing oftetbhoundareéesddi ous,
The o6stifling Auso and At hemd di chotomyo i
the RightSid® Bor ders of Bel ongingd, in which she e
borders requires a rethinking of the philosophical concepidemtity and the concept of
hospitality from a philosophical standpoint, in particular the Deriddean aporia, the contradiction
bet ween t wiota anthe ¢dhahandgdttsat the stranger in our midst has a right to expect
unconditional hospitality, rad, on the other, that residence in a foreign country can only be
exercised by invitation and can therefore be hedged about by conditions.
The title of the 2017 conference reflects the fact that it was our tenth, so our intention was
to invite an exploration of the phenomenon of marking anniversaries, particularly significant
ones such as a centenary, with either celebration or commemod&mending on the event
being remembered. In the event, none of the articles submitted addressed this phenomenon, but,
rather than abandon what would have been the tenth voluBlepsithe decision was taken
to wait until articles, if any, had been sekd for publication after peer review and then choose
a title that reflected a common thread that ran through them. All of the three articles selected,
one of which began as a paper presented at the conference, introduced aspects of remembering,
hence Vol me 1 0 Remerhbrahck & Things Past
The first of these, Kimberley Bulginés O0Th:
to Bridge the Gap Between a Person and their Homeland through Heritage and Meaning
Maki ngd di scus s etageinthecontextlofdhe eefugees navfliving ie Greece
as a result of political events in early 2016. She argues that the steps which have so far been
taken by Athens to settle refugees and encourage them to think of Greece as home by making
use of heréige, both Greek heritage and that of the refugees, could be interpreted as steps
towards creating a transcultural community,
Heritage, or rather the way heritage can metamorphose into a parody of itself when the
peopks of whose culture it is part are subjected to outside influences and become too distanced
from their root s, is discussed in OWaldi mir

Ger manyo, i n which Joseph Cr cKontingentdichgingeor es t
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[Quota Refugees], Russimpeaking Jews allowed into, first, the former German Democratic
Republic and, after ranification, the Federal Republic of Germany between 1990 and 2006
through the medium of Wal dRussendiskdrussiamDesco) s f i ¢
a collection of short stories. These are loosely based on his own experiences as a
Kontingentflichtlingand his observations of the problems and tensions that resulted as the
Kontingentflichtlinggoined communities oAlteingesesenernOld-established] Jews, some of
which stemmed from the way the i mmigrants?©o
traditions had been corrupted by decades of living in the highly antisemitic regime of the former
Soviet Union.

The memories atthe coref Ni had Laouaro6s article oO0Adlt |
shudder 0: Voicing the Anxi elMrsRallowad ariemitnhad si et
the horrific experiences on the Western Front during WW1 that haunt the troubled Septimus
WarrenSmith inMrs. Dallowayand ultimately bring about his suicide.

Serendipitously, all three of these articles directly or indirectly refer to borders. Migrants,
whether voluntary, as were tK@ntingentfliichtlingeor enforced, as are the refugees currently
i n Greece, have, by definition, crossed at |
phenomenon of l'i minality, s béiamg 6 omet Wwee
conditions. Likewise, the first two articles introduce elements of remémgpar, arguably, not
remembering: the caravanserais of yesteryear show us how to resolve the problems that arise
from todayds gl obal mobility: phil osophi cal
accommodate the conflicting expectations of the migaad host societies need to be, if not
forgotten, then certainly rethought. In a year which has seen the centenary of the Armistice and
the eightieth anniversary of Kristallnacht, the themes of borders and remembering are

particularly relevant. We commerthis issue to you.
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Urban Caravanserais, Translational Practices and Transcultural Commons
in the Age of Global Mobility

Arianna Dagnino
The University of Ottawa

Abstract
We are living in times of massive migratory flows, increasing ethnic tensions, and
cultural/religious radicasiationsOne of the possible solutions to address partially the
negative aspects of economic globalisation and the disruptive effects ofmgaasons
(including ghettaation, diminished home affordability, urban anomie) on both diasporic
communities ad receiving societies is to envisage new housing complexes meant as poly
functional hubs of mutual hospitality. This article puts forward the suggestion to redicover
in its rather idealised fornd the sociecultural concept, symbolic role, and transiasl
practices of the caravanserai, the place whitlate antiquity lodged nomads and allowed
people on the move to meet and interact with members of sedentary communities.
Contemporary architects and designers have already starwwvisgoning the ale of the
caravanser ai as a transcul tural 6t hird spac
linguistic, and religious borders. The 21st century development of the urban caravanserai may
also be understood as a model for highly inclusive-i®®, high density urban housing
complexes. This modd the transcultural Commorg contemplates a mix of residential
units, commercial, and trades activities, craftsman workshops, arts studios, educational
enterprises, and public spaces for active fruiti®y blurring the boundaries between
residential, commercial, social, and creative spaces, it reinstates the productive use of property
and the residentsdéd errgagement with the Commo
Keywords: Neonomadism global nomads, caravanserai, glolmabbility, sedentarism,
diasporic communities, cultural identity, static quality, dynamic quality,

housing, lowrise, high density, transcultural Commons, third space, neoliberal
capitalism, cultural translation, translational practices.

v

aéb

The present article starts with a brief overview of key aspects related -twomeaism,
migrancy, the negative impact of global mobility, and the power of identity. It then

1 This research was supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.
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introduces the notion of transculturality (Epstein 2004, 2009; Welsch 1999, 2aD8les it

to the figure of O0FuWuret e m,anistc uil It luu satl r antoensa dt h e
third spacesd (Dagnino 2015) and the balanc
qgualitydo (Pirsig 1099 lo)theicaravanserairnddteaantigudgyn Aftevi t h 1
describing the latest urban developments and property practices according tdiberaéo

agenda (in that respect, cities such as London, New York, and Vancoutygicag, it outlines

the possibly redeemingle of modern caravanserais and transcultural Commons.

1. The Janus face of global mobility

When, twenty years ago, | wrote a book titlediovinomadi 6 New Nomads6é 1996)
plethora of new communication technologies was ushering us intagited dge. Among other

things, the information revolution fostered opportunities for giddedl interactions, itinerant
life-styles, and deerritorialised work patterns. Within this context of increasing global
mobility, | envisaged the emergence ofeawnsocial figured theneonomadd and of a new

existential approacl® d&eon o ma d.il sles@ibedneonomad (a global nomads) as

individuals:

capable of easily swimming in the waters of ethni
expertsinsudeln met a mo t whdkmavéhew td adapt to a world where it will no longer

be possible to track down a centre, a direction, a perpetually steady point of reference (Dagnino

1996: 1314)?2

| thought of them as pioneers of a new kind of existential aoftgsional mobilityd away
from linear, consolidated career pathstubborn material accumulatiorunsustainable
developmentand static, enclosed identities.

In hindsight, this characterisation seems to have captured the symbolic essence of our
liquid, de-massifying, and poshdustrial times (Bauman 2007, 201T)wenty years later,
though, | am here to acknowledge the somewhat limited scope of that early visiomedthe
nomadc phenomenon. In that slim book, while analysing the soucltural effectsof a new
array of digital technologies, | mainly and inevitably focused on the lifestyle and the ensuing
worldview of a specific kind of borderrosser professionals,thesca | | ed 6 knowl edge
(Drucker 1999)This meant, however, overlooking sonreaal and critical challenges posed
by global mobility in its broadest meaning and developmé&irthat time, in fact, | only scantily
dealt with what we may call &éthe coll ateral
between voluntary nondésm and nomadism by constraiit the one pracsed perforceby

(economic) refugees, exiles, and migrant labourers. In the final chapter of the book, which |

2 My translation.
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entitled O0Thle manutsitomed Patche® di sruptions i nd
andbr by di sl ocati ono,; -rbotedngssand dstrasgemeedt, the lossef s e n
identity, and the isolation of the outsider (whether he or she is a migrant, a nomad, an expatriate,

an exile, or a refuge@)Yet my attention was set upon speziiindividual subjects and their

Opersonal |l ege®d.6 ( Dagnino 1996

2. The reifying power of cultural identities

Since then, | have spent a great deal of time studying how global mobility impacts on
individuals, groups, and societies. One aspect iticodar has drawn my attention and led me

to revisit and expand my early theorisations in this area of studies. This critical element is what

| call the reifying power of cultural identities (see also Hannerz 1996; Bayart 2005). This power

is best seen iaction in times and places of massive migratory flows. On the one hand, it feeds
upon the sense of displacement, disconnection,-ovatedness experienced by the newcomers

(let us call thenthe guests On the other hand, it is nourished by the anxiesy members of

host societies develop due to a perception of fragmentation of community ties and of disruption

of social cohesion. As a result, these massive migratory flowsneae often than not, to a
reassertion and radicalisation @fltural, ethnic, or religious identities in both groudpsthe

guests and the hosts, the immigrant and the receiving. This trajectory eventuates into two broad
options in terms of ideologies and their ensuing state policies. The firét evidch we might

call assimilationisn® sanctions mainstream authority over society and the cultural imaginary

that underpins it. As various examples around the globe currently show us, this outlook can
lead to expressions of nationalistic, ethnic, or religious revanchidims context, one culture,
upholding the values of integrity apystlives he no
to retain dominance over the others and/or to impose its own particularism. To the newcomers,
this form of monoculturalism meatisey need to assimilate as quickly as possible, in the hope

of being rapidly accepted by the host soci et

entails giving up oneds previous <cul tur al i
customs) which inevitably eatTe seooradyoptianrisettieonec ul t t
of fered by multiculturalism, which turns out

opl ur al monocul turalism6é MRhAIOEpsteinptbs’ )i ta,ndby so
pride of minoritiesd (20009: 329) . Wh at t hes

3 See Jeffrey CAlexander 2001).
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replicate the monocul tur al paradigm by 6frac
Such a pattern often produces cultural ghsdtoon am thus may foster conflictuality as well
asethnic and national fundamentaliSms Ulrich Beck notesone of the choicest paradoxes

of multiculturalism is that:

[I1t emphatically rejects the essentialism of national homogeneity when defending minority

rghts, yet itself easily falls into the trap of ec:c
eyes to the potential for violence which has long since been shown to result from giving free rein

to ethnic identities (2006: 67).

The postYugoslavianwr t er Dubravka Ugregil puts it a bi

The hosts do alll kinds of things that theyobre so g
they do so not to pull immigrants out of the ghetto, but rather to subtly keep them there, in the

ghettod t heir identities and cul tuusangthem@id t o draw a
thus render many social spheres inaccessible (2014: 225).

3. An alternative perspective: transculturality
Both the assimilationist and the multiculturalist proposititisge upon and sanction the
stifling 6usdé and 6themd dichotomy. This di s
context, where to a certain extent opposing categorisations are advocated: on the one hand,
mainstream national/autochthonous wstand, on the other hand, (im)migrant or minority
ethnic writers (see Castan 1996; Jurgensen 1999; Orton and Parati 2007). In both cases, cultural
specificity and stressed essentialised difference (in ethnic, national, racial, religious, territorial,
or linguistic terms) seem to be the epicentre of social and political organisation (and control) at
the level both of the natiestate and of the state of literature.

This perspective, however, is not without alternagtesed the radicalisation of cultural
identity is not inevitable. A third option is possible. It is in this respect that | here introduce the
transcultural propositiorgn which | have been working in recent years (see Dagnino 2013,
2015).6 Transcul turalitydé ( Wel ganbs cdltdré&s B dynamic a pe

4 For a discussion on assimilation politics, multiculturalism, and interculturalism, especially in a European
context, see Chiro and Vadura (2010).

5 For Welsch (1999) it is the premise that is wroad: dnpared to traditional calfer cultural homogeneity

the concept [of multiculturality] is progressive, but its all too traditional understanding of cultures threatens to
engender regressive tendencies which by appealing to a particularistic cultural identity lead tsatibetbo

cultural fundamentalis6{197).Epsteinalsochallenges the mosaic multicultural model, which simply resegn

the equal rights and value ofselffnc | osed cul tures and questions the mode
crossc ul t ur a2009:820)o wBldbug, he proposed his own interpretatd.i

Can we move on now from the model of difference (diftérance that dominated the

humanities from the 1970s to the 199®sfiove on to a model of6i nt er,forethee nc e 6
assumption that the most beautiful patterns in culture (as in nature) are made by the overlap of
waves coming from various traditions, periods, and disciplines? | do notdneamt erdser ence 6
iné i nt routsii notnedr Vaennhinking of thé usthat the word has in physics: the mutual

action of two or several waves (of sound, light, etc.) in reinforcing or nisirigaleach other

(Epstein 200447).
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processes of amalgamation and confluence. As such, it rejects the idea of cultures as discrete,
self-contained units and, consequently, does not lend support to the reifying power that cultural
identities tend to display in circustances such as those induced by mass migration. Working
both at a macrc ul t ur al | evell ewred atf dtntde vindoamad s 6
transculturality can also represent an alternative mode of identity building which we acquire at
the 6dsoswstthaother culturesoé6 and which | ead:
(Epstein 2009: 330J)f we relinquish views of singularity ardiscretenesand accepboththat
culture possesses a prismatic and -@W@nging nature and that cultures areropnd mutually
transforming organisms in constant reciprocal relation, we may find an alternative to the
monocultural paradigm underpinning both the nationalist/assimilationist option ahdahky
nominallyd multiculturalist proposition. Paraphrasinghiva Ong (1999when explaining
why she chose the term oO6transnationalityd in
relational nature of the contemporary economic, social, and cultural processes that stream
acr oss s ipamightssaybattrarescultural, rather than the term intercultural or cross
cul tural, denotes the Otransversal, the tra
aspects of contemporary behavior and i magin
dynamicsof cultural production and identity buildi@999: 4).

Assuming a transcultural perspective does not mean, howeiteer positing or
advocating thedlemise of cultural identity (see Dagnino 2015:112B ) . To outgrow
primary culture and affiliatios does not mean to disown them and their foundational role,
rather, it means not to be or feel limited by them. People have always tried to find out where
they belong, where their cultural roots are
secur ty of an identityd cannot200& &). Yeg thestled or
domi nant model of a 0t erideetiggtacine(eodtentitygseeme nal i s
inadequate nowadays to respond to the challenges posited by increased cultural exchanges and
migratory flows (Glissant 1997).

| emphasise that assimilationism and multiculturalism, nationalism or patriotism, and local
interests and affiliations atbe conditions and the forms of organisation of a societyie
transculture/ality is an individual condition which is hardly applieabdr obvious pragmatic
reasons, at a collective levellearly, transcultural policies cannot be imposed by some
govenment agency. Perhgpsanscultural societies may only exist if they are made up of
increasing numbers of transcultural individuals who are ald@adotranslationapracticesand

reproducetransculturalidentitiesmodes of being. That is why transculte/ality should be
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understood neither as an ideology (as the term transculturalism would imply) nor as a political
stance but as a mode of identity formation, as a critical tool, and as a concept for individual
artisticandcultural (that ¢, translationf resistance to the complex power dynamics expressed
on the one hand by global capitalism and on the dthedby nationstates in this era of
increasing mobility.

The transcultural perspective suggestséhatn | i ne wi th oO6nomecdi cd ¢
as Deleuze and Guattari (1987) and Rosy Braidotti (129d6)d the menace or risk of the
loss of identity prompted by a destabilising world of global mobility can be overcome by
adopting a postnational, rhizomatic (that is, relatiqraad)l translatinal sense of identity. The
writer Amin Maal ouf (2004), amongoot basoe®}t sén
the concept of identity stemming from a single totalising origin (root) is discarded ur fafvo
the notion of a plurality of pathsgutes) and interpretatiofisAs a result, on the transcultural
frontier identity and sense of belonging are not defined by a single, terrestrial native root (the
one neatly tracing where you come from), but by an emotional network of ethereal
ramificatiors, nonrhierarchical interdependent relations, and mental cartographies: imaginary
roots for &éi magi ned c dimthilight, transewtality siggests ans o n 1
approach that privileges intersections, cultural mediation (in a translatimtkd) and shared
ventures rather than polarities and differences. In so doing, it allows us to challenge the limits
of monocultural/monolingual identifications and to question their ensuing xenophobic

anxieties.

4. The 5D interpretive model of transculturality

Let me push this reasoning one step further. For those who efigdge to their profession or
intellectual curiosityd in investigating societal phenomena ancconceiving solutions for
societal issues, transculturality may not be just a worldaiedva mode of identity building but
also a heuristic modello this end we might take into consideration what | call the 5D

interpretive model of transéturality, which | have outlined in a more recent development of

6 A founding critique of natiofbased identitiebasalreadyemerged in the field of anthromaly from James

Cl i f fRouteq1®%7) in which he outlines new forms of belongi
transcend exclusive commitments to a particular nation, culture, race, or ethnicityundéumre global modes

of awareness ah at t a ¢ h m®/h Clifford (sto@ thé& way in which local cultures form and manipulate

their identity O6from connections to a variety of pl a
(6rootsb6)®d7(Heise 2008

7 The writer Pico yer provides an exemplary model when he explains in his interview with Angie Brenner
(2007)that to him home is not identified as a country but, rather, as a private metaphysical space, no matter where

it is, where one feels comfortableam not rootedn a place, | think, so much as in certain values and affiliations

and friendships that | carry everywhere 1 go; myhene b ot h i nvisible and portabl ed
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my theorisation on cultural flows amgbbal mobility (Dagnino 2015.54).Its five dimensions
are:

1) Time (that is, the historical dimension);

2) Context (in terms of socioeconomic realities, technological developments, political

processes, geographical variables);

3) Practice (in terms of lived experience, language(s), communication, interaction);

4) Meaning (in terms of dominant ideologies, werés, cultural constructs); and

5) Agency (in terms of selfeflexivity, critical thinking, innovation, imagination, cultural

translation, creative outputs).

This analytic framework provides a mufterspectival viewpoint that acknowledges the
complexityof social life and facilitates an inclusionary, interdisciplinary approadhe study
of cultural products and social phenomena. The 5D model suggestgitakimccount first of
all the specific mode of modernity in which the phenomenon or issue umvastigation has
developed (Timed indeedwe know that different societies show different societal states and
patterns, even when they happen teegdst within the same timeframes. We then need to look
at the socieeconomic frameworks, technologicahiovations, political processes, geographical
locations, and spaces (Context); we also have to take into consideration patterns of behaviour
(Practices), as wiehs sources of narratives and prevailing discourses (Meaning) present at that
time in that spdatic social arena. Last but not least, we haventdudein the picture the role
and voice of competent, individual human agents, with their interdependent and active
experiences (Agency). What emerges from this exploration should then be read in a
contrpunt al way, 6not to impose a false har mor
voices that maintains r at he06).Thaemergesamofthishs t e
polyphony of voicesvoices that requirerocesses of cultural translation anterpretationf
they are to be understood and unraveldidwsusto think critically and imagine creatively in
ways that do not correspond to the dominant contemporary understanding of the world with its
belief attachments, political agendas, andaamnditioning?

8 For an overview of the meaning and role of cultural translation and of translational processs®odder
social practices, see Buden and others (2009).

11
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5. Transcultural nomads and transcultural spaces
To conclude the exposition of this long premise, | propose enddheéngymbolic figure of the
necnomadwi t h a more complex transcul tur al per s
trangultural nomad This shift is not merely semantic. This agent of change in global times
not only views and experiences the world beyond traditional cultural dichotomies and
juxtapositions but somehow fulfils a societal responsibility by promoting concéptstural
mediation and translational practices that can open up and lead the way towards a transcultural
shareddt hi r @Wes pcaacne t hi nk of a tr ans c wnbtonlyasal Ot hi
bheterot opi adbut(alBooas a méal Istate ahdi®ellectual sensibility achieved
through a process of transculturation, or transcultural meditxaoslationd this process
leads taranscenthg 6t he di stinctions between aliens an
and nat i \e08:666);(itBtleus krovides an alternative to the monocultural and
monolingual paradigm embodiedbn the one handby the forced homogeneity of
assimilationism ad, on the other hand, by the intrinsic separateness of multicultut8lism.
Transpaces do not deny the formative importance of native or national caltaréiseir
accompanying worldviews but they allow an openness to the reception, integration and
negotation of other cultures, languages, and worldviews. Trabkeclusive spaces of
subjective consciousness and cultural possibilities are created anytime people gather under the
sign of a third, inclusive, hjustthinkdorexample gl ob
of yoga, global tango, soccer, Kukg, rap or jazz music). For this reason, transpaces can also
acquire a tangible dimension through physical locations and bodily transcultural practices.
It is not by chance that | direct the sjgitk on material urban spaces, also understood as

places (see Metzgel).Despite the increasing virtualisation of our lives, the phygicaind

9 Heterotopiais a concept in human geography to describe places and spaces that functichégemnonic

conditions originally elaborated by the philosopher Michel Foucault (1®6ffe course of the conferenbes
espacesautresheld under the auspicesoftBee r c 1 e d 6 ®t u d end4 Marcl 196.7These draispaads e s

of othernesswhich are neither here nor there, that are simultaneously physical and mental, suchaetbhéap

phone call or the moment when you see yourself in the mirror. A translation into English by Jay Misckoviec of
Foucaulés article, likewise entitleddes espacs autre® and published in 1984 irArchitecture, mouvement,

ontinuit® was subsequentjyublished irDiacritics in 1986 (see Bibliography).

10 This conceptuagation of the transcultural third space as a means of identity and relationship negotiation, where

6we may elude the politics of pPpolra®ieshwiarhd Behmearhgped sa bt
thebéiweend space where hybridisat il9%fsemascRutheford® ut , i n
Bhabha 1990).

11 Inthis article, space is understood, accordinggociological perspectives the sociapace in which we live

and create relationship with other people, societies
and O sipan efferstd transcend the dichotomy inherent in the way the two concepts have been historically
understood in the fields of Urban Sociology and Human Geography (Agnew: 2011). Following J6rg Durrschmidt
(2000), Jayaram (2009) wuses the terms Ol ocaled and or
0 s p &condindied on next page)
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not only symbolical or psychologic@l dimension of space maintains a fundamental and
undisputed centrality. Theuburbs in which we live, the boulevards and avenues along which
we walk, the town squares and coffee shops in which we gather, the parks in which our children
play are all physical spaces (see Neal 2010). Should not we thus trgrieiseon the way we
share (or do not share) those spaces in order to generate and promote a mode of being in society
that can be alternative to the totalising cultural monolithism assumed both by the assimilationist
and the multiculturalist paradigm? itsnot indeed by workig on spaced and on practices
performed in themd that we can envisage the urban environments, the residential
developments, and the community initiatives of the future? | am &@vecatingthose
transcul tur al 6t hird #fg and kasmdniousheacbunters detiveer a c i |
the sedentary and the transient, between local populations and transnational or diasporic
communitesd beyond the binary odpPosition of Ousb
In this regard, the past can be a great teatlkéus think for example of the operended,
transsocial, transclass, intercultural souks, caravanserais, oases, agorae, and harbour cities of
ancient times. Thosés pacesd (from Al eppo to Samarkand
Constantinople) promoted the crossirfgethnic, religious, and national identity boundaries.
Those hubs of cul tur al confluence and®omut us
They inspired the writer Italo Calvino (1972: 43) to whtaw, by night, around the campfires
of Euphemia,& i cti onali sed city of barterers and me
to tell their stories of owol ves, sister s,
memories O6at ever.ynthese saks and portsaoh tde pasy walyfarersx 6
and the sedentary played their respective and respected roles. While trading goods under a tent,
by a fire or near a sailing boat, they would also trade memories, ideas, craftsmanship, and

cultural practices (music, food, religiotisuals and beliefs). As Andrew Lawlaybservesn

[ 4 adistinction needs to be made between the locale (place) and the milieu (space) dimensions

of the urban form. The locale dimension of a city, that is, its physical/territorial boundary, is

demarcated, even if arbitrarily, administratively. That is wetee on the map; and that is what

administrators define as the jurisdiction of the city. The milieu dimension, on the other hand, is
identifiable in terms of the processes around wh
processes could be (a) sodialvolving groupings and intraand intergroup interactions, with

varying degrees of complexity resulting from size and composition of the population), (b)

cultural (referring to ways of thinking and acting), and (c) political (having to do with redation

of power/control, not reessarily in thdormal sense)

12 A note of caution is in order here: the distinction between sedentary and transient communities is less
straightforward and much more complex and problematic than generally assnaredften than not, diasporic
communities tend to reerritorialise in arother space/place.

13 On the concept of reciprocal hospitality see Malherbe (2Q@0)omade polyglotte

13
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the introduction to Tom Schuty€er(2012) photographic bodkaravanserai: Traces, Places,
Dialogue in the Middle Eastftjte se st agi ng posts formed the w
network and stand as tastament to a flourishing period of multicudtirexchange in the

Muslim worldd These were the participatory and shared spaces of ancient times.

Obviously, this highlyromanticised account of the historical role of caravanserais lacks in
complexity. Moe studies would be required to unearth and bring to light the complex dynamics
and inevitable cultural conflicts that must have arisen among such diverse and numerais group
of peoples in late antiquityAccordingly, it would be interesting and particujarelevant to
understand the role of past cultural mediators, trans|asord negotiators in addressing,
managingand resolving disputes and cultural differences occurringesetmns of the past.
Unfortunately, the lack of documentary evidence histiorical data hinders the study of the

soci al dynamics of these faci®ities (Bryce,

6. The balancing dynamics of static quality and dynamic quality
Yet, despite the fact that, in the last two decades, global mobility has béeendefining
element of our contemporaneity, we have increasingly forfeited tlt a r a viachusve,r ai 6 s
opentended, and mutually enriching way of conceptualising space. An unchallenged neoliberal
outlook and course of actidmsprogressively eroded thiree pilars on which, | argue, a
bal anced, soci et al dynamics n e c2g predaativie | y re
land/property ownership, and 3) the Commons. Let me here explain what | mean by the
6erosiond of these three pillars.

1) Themutualle nr i chi ng process of O6cultural excheé

- The homogenising landscape of the shopping mall (Voyce 2016);

- The isolating incommunicability of vertical urban towers; and

- The fragmentation inherent in sog@gonomic urban ghettoeend ethnic enclaves

(Abramovitz and Albrecht, 2013)
2) The productive ownership of property has progressively morphed into a mere lucrative
0 though totally sterile®d form of capital investment (Rolnik 2013). To mention just a

few among the&onsequences of such a development:

“For an overview of the role of the caravanserai in
Baxter (2013), Campbell (2011), and Desaris, Ferretti and Osanloo (2014).

15 The absence of historical data requires innovative methodologies, such as material culture; thus, through the
perspective of social architecture, Bryc(el9omhaor roajam] a
the built environment reflects theocial system of the time and the ways in which that system is expressed,
reproduced, and experienced and therefore reflects the structure of urbgibie
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- Tiers of existing affordable and social housing have been zoned and coded out of
existence, with the inevitable homogenising effect caused by gentrification.

- Growing numbers of properties are being kept emptyibyie of being first and
foremost a financial investment thus subtracting social and cultural capital from
local communities® It has been shown that empty properties pose a threat to the

lifeblood of local communities:

Empty properties contribute tesidential instability and a weakening of social cohesion, which
undermines the stability of communities, with the social glue that holds communities together
mel ting away (Fox O6Mahony 2015).

- The social fabric of local communities is compromised by affveall real estate
market increasingly dominated by anonymous investors who have no ties to nor
responsibilities towards local communities (Rolnik 2013). As a consequence, we
witness an increased disinvestment by property owners and wealthy elite®déaim |
communities.
3) With respect to the erosion of the Commons, public spaces are increasingly being
commercialised or even replaced by thecatted POPS Privately Owned Publicly
Accessible Spaces (Schmidt, NémethB&tsford 2011) 8 which often have dess
inclusive character than truly public spaces. This process is linked to the progressive
withdrawal from the street and the insistence on privacy and territoriality, giving houses
and the development of gated communities an even stronger role as reénged on
oneself and onebés family (see Sennett 1976
under neoliberal attack and often been transformed into centres of private commerce and
consumption where security and private interests are highly metjtthreatening the
notion that public space is for all to enjoy (Low and Smith 2005). Since the publication in
1961 of Jane Jacobsés monumental work, man)

of the Commons and of public services in major metiepslinside and outside the West,

% The UK Governmentods explicitly acknheworemrd ¢othe t he pr
Consultation Paper on 6O0Opti,dame fGowvw eDaaneinng rwictolgnS gleast
tackle problems affecting the wider housing market a
(https://www.justice.gov.uk/downlas/legislation/billsacts/legalaid-sentencing/squatting i a . pdf ). O6Yet , 6
Fox O6Mahony :(2015) remarks

[T]he Government has displayed a notable lack of censure towards owners who leave property

empty; and, indeed, accepts that holding empty resaderbperty is a legitimate or practical

financial strategy. Thi® inturnd hi ghl i ghts the Governmentds concepg
ownership as a proxy for capital investment, away
thatis materialandorgani. The new modeWwnef 660i deabtcthezpar son
productive use of land, but the capitatestor.

15
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leading to regulatory practices that often homogenise, sanitise, and exorcise difference
from public space (Kohn 2004; Miller 2007; Németh and Hollander 2010).
The compound effect of these latest urban developments apdry practices leads to
greater polarisations and juxtapositions throughout sodietlso has another consequence,
subtle yet worrying: it imperils the needed balance between tmramunities and global
cultural trajectories, between territorial stay and transcultural mobility, between | would
argued 6 st ati c qual it y®ol hare liefly rédcalntlze twocompanents oft y
Robert Pi-bhasgdsMeotadplreysi cs of Quality (1991)
structure of culire itself. It is the asset that comes from fixed rules, from the tradition and
values that have expr eostheotherthand iman ass@& gxtemahioc g u
any individual culture and cannot be caged in any system of precepts but needsristantly
rediscovered according to cultural development, which implies openness to the other, to the
unknown, and to alternative ideas. The two qualities need each other to exist and prosper:
dynamic qualityd t heeondmad ¢ 6 qual i t y culkufal ekchaages] ibyou liken d
0 creates the world in which we live, but only the configurations of static quality, the quality
of 6sedentaryd order, keep it functioning.
But how do we restore, achieve, ofimagine this balance? On the one hand, howeo
ensure that the stability patterns of locab mmuni t i es ar enot fractur
globalising mobility and by potentially devastating forms of anoonehe other hand, how do
we avoid the erosion of basic structures of cultural meanidgeyand points of reference
among diasporic and (im)migrant communities? In both cases, how do weisetlmlshared
sense of estrangement and its main noxious consequence, cultural radicalisation? These
questions inevitably lead to a broader seefiections an@nquiries What makes a community
nowadays? How can the local, territorial, symbolic, culturally specific, and professional
elements of society act and interact in the creation of a common sense of belonging? What gives
cultural value to lad, to place and to community living in times of global mobility? How do
we reenvisage the role of local communities and cultural identities in this age of increasing

disruption of community bonds and traditional sense of belonging?
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7. Challengingtheex st i ng: 21st century caravanserais
Suggesting solutions to the sort of conundiumave just outlinedvould seem fafetched to

say the least. As social scientists and comparatists, however, we might (indeed, should) put
forward the idea to recreate in the 21st century those transcultural Commons of e past
those spaces, in particular those caravanserais, so apt to foster the communal production and
fruitful sharing of ideas, dreams, aspirations, customs, and memories.

From the age of late antiquity until the advent of the railroad, caravan8eiaien state
sponsore® provided accommodation for caravans, merchamts nomadic people along the
trade routes of Central Asia, North Africa, and Sek#fstern Europe (De Carss 2014
06 Gor ma nMargy @f@hei) traces can still be found in those cities which were prominent
at the time, from Aleppo to Samarkand, from Damascus to ValeBorag 1971)

The typical caravanserai was a tewel, squaresectangular, round or hexagonal arcaded
complex, with an open central courtyard. Its design and community spaces were meant to
encourage interactive participation between locals and people on the move while at the same
time providing social utility. Apartents lined the interior of both floors, with shops and
warehouses on the lower level and family quarters on the upper. Communal activities and inter
personal membership were encouraged not only through trade and negotiation but also through
public facilities such as shared kitchens and dining areas, bathhouses, small gardens, and spaces
for prayer (Ahmad and Chase 2004). Most of those amenities suggest the social significance of
Obreaking breadd toget her an26). Iraéd, theifunaicmd st or
listed aboved cooking, dining, commerce, worship, sharing leisure time, and storytelling (or
any other form of creative expressia@n)are still at the core of spontaneous social interaction
and community building.

In such surroundings,\abrant cosmopolitan society was forged by individuals of distinct
cultural, religious, and professional identities united by common endeavours, cultural curiosity,

creativity, or just pure economanbition. As Van Dyke explains:

The caravanserai ultimely excelled in providing a utilitarian system which could be endlessly
configured to provide the cultural and everyday necessities of its varying tenants, thereby
functioning as a cultural exchange in its own time (2@E).

Larry Harvey, the founderaf h e 6 Bu r n i n gvhidhas annkaky deldiina seingorary
city in Nevadaods Bl ack Rock Desert, also emp

Though fueled by mercantilism, [the] legacy of [the caravanserai] to us is a grand commerce of
ideasd a swirling exchangef languages, legends, technologies, philosophies and art that
helped shape nearly every aspect of our modern world (Harvey and Mangrum 2014).

| t i s no wonder t hat the 2014 edi6t.i on of 6Bu

17
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The role played by caravansisras hubs of intercultural exchange has been critical through
the centuries and justifies their rediscovery by modkay urban planners, architects, and
social analyst$’ On a more visionary tone, the 21st century caravanserai may be imagined as
a comple that not only replicates but amplifies and further develops its original concept. It
might therefore contemplate a mix of residential units, commercial and trades activities,
craftsman workshops, arts studios, educational enterprises, and public spactsgd fruition.

This poly-functional configuration would provide some sort of continuity and egpo#isation
between private and public spaces, between individual and collective activities, between
working time and leisure time. The closest thinghie modern concept of the caravanserai are
some pioneering and visionary experiments attempted in the1195@s by the likes of Lou

Sauer, Werner Seligman, Kenneth Frampton and Theodore Liebman. These architects mainly
focused on housing complexes broag b r a n drisel higihdensidyd Disgussing a recent

New York exhibition on this subjeétthe architect Karen Kubey (2012), executive director of

the Institute for Public Architecture (IPA), indeed remarked that-rise; highdensity

solutions are

[ é dlense enough to achieve urban benefits such as access to public transportation and civic and
commercial amenities, while also providing a sense of individual identity for residents and
accommodating an integration of [comnh@pen spaces (para. 5).

Once againone can stress the importance of an integrated use of the Commons and the role it
can play, as envisioned by the landscape architectlKa Li nn. I n Linnds
neighbourhood Commons represent urban variations on the traditional vitizeye lgringing
neighbours and strangers togetBermuch as the caravanserais did in the past by bringing
nomads andon-nomads togethe?,

17 A re-interpretation of this concept in neavdays terms has been proposed in East Lond@anning Town
Caravanser ai @.uk) is anexpeviment sSngempoirary arbanism promotedthy firm of architects

the architecture Ash Sakula. It offerdnformal spaces for chance encounters between locals, travellers, and
temporary residents through a series of platformsitiural events, commerce, pland gardening. In Toronto,

architects at LGA Architectural Partners were given theadésiconstituing an old warehouse in order to provide

a safe haven for the homeless. Taking their cue from the permanent but adstpteilee of the traditional
caravanserai, they conceived twelve group O6housesd an
is furnished with a shared kitchen, which can be thought of as a liminal space between privacy and sociability,

thus creating the conditions for collaboration and negotiafidrese are only preliminary attempts to infuse

modern visions of urban housing and social living with the spirit that animated the caravanserais of the past, those
crucibles of cultural crostertilisation.

®The 6Low Rise High Densityd exhibition was el d in N
29, 2013 <http://cfa.aiany.org/index.php?section=upcoming&expid=2fatcessed27-Mar-16].

19 See Fox:

Linn was in the business, it literally, of creating rootedness: where a garden flourished, Mr.
Linn believed, so, too, would a community. His gardens are noted for their use of native plants,
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Envisaging a constellation of 21st century caravanserais spread across the urban landscape
might also contribute to riding creative solutions to another compelling need of our liquid
societies: the réerritorialisation of our social networks. Indeed, we need to find ways to fill the
gap (find the oO6third spacebd) bet ween themmater
places we inhabit with our bodies and the multiple allegiances we develop across our virtual,
cultural, and spatial wanderings. Spaces may well be temporary while human relations last and
now more than ever represent the only stable mogryggsinorder to develop lasting human
bonds, we still need the physicality of those spaces specifically designed to encourage human

interaction.

Conclusion

Our cities are increasingly becoming alienating spaces built on affluence, social division,

isolation, aggressive consumerism, and racial or ethnic ghettoisation (Fujita 2010; Wacquant

2009). The opening of the world to globalising forces and growing migratory patterns seems to

produce, by reaction, new closures, renewed siege mentalities, samgerg segregationist

impulses. This to a social scientist should not come as unexpected. Yet, as social scientists, we

understand that this trajectory urgently needs to be dealt with. Architecture and urban planning

0 if conceived to serve a broader st@ause and approached from a transcultural perspective

d can do much to counter this undesirable development. They can do so by conceiving spaces

for encounter and cultural translatiandby pr ovi di ng spaces meant a

(or moorings) fo permanent or temporary-territorialisations.Advocatinga civic, socially

engaged architecture through urban experimental projects is not just a utopian ideal.

Enlightened selinterest as well suggests considering that same route. If not properly

addessed, the negative aspects of economic globalisation, the disruptive effects of growing

migratory patterns, and the ensuing massivecations of people can adversely reverberate at

all levels of society. As Cambridge Professor Emeritus of Law Kevig Baaned as long ago

as1994 i f oOowe f ail to endorse a broader coll e«

eventually observe a polarised soc#48e48)y part.
It is up to the current and new generati®@f designers, architects, and urban planners to

envi sage a network of transcultural caravans

from ®houmwthemtorer eat e t hose 0neithgosebcommuralo o d C

institutions of cul ur al transl ati on wher e t he 6static

bubbling fountains, colorful mosaics, benches positioned to encourage{fface contatand,
above all, their involvement of neighborhood residents (Fox 2045, 4).

19
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sedentarinesse®@x i st s with and is enriched by the 0«¢
and groups riding the waves of global mobility. Architecture and design cannot be gven th
burden to cure a worah-crisis grappling with cultural radicalisation and the upsurge of
xenophobic tensions. Yet new projects and new spaces for more inclusive and participatory
ways of being together and for more harmonious and variegated formsaof cowhabitation
may produce positive effects (San 2016; Valentine 2008). They might show us how to make
up for the growing loss of territorial roots, for the dangerous disappearance of mutual aid, for
the lack of physical exchange, and for economitesys ever more disenfranchised from the
values of local communitie?s.

If an experimental use of the Commons may offer an alternative to the battle between
public and private, then, as Justin McGuldserveswe should find ways in which communing
is not limited to reclaim the use of community gardens and public spacegtthimited and
often shotl i ved O6acts of & Unstead, dt ishouldainsmre plaaners anda n c e
pioneers of a new urban politics to reimagine the citg@®mons and to develop a common
strategy for managing #. The ultimate questiofs that msed by McGuirk (2015)dCan
commoning be scaled up to influence the workings of a metrofpohble to tackle questions
of housing, energy use, food distribution, cleanéair?

And, within this greater urban vision, can transcultural Commons provide usawith
network of modermrbanc ar avanserai s, of O6third spacesd n

bring together ethnicities, cultures, and religions?
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On the Right Sided Borders of Belonging
Nadja Stamselberg
Regent dsdy Ldhdon v e

Abstract
Todaythe open borders of the European Uname becoming increasingly securitised,
boarded and barb wired lines of exclusion. Fuelled by the media and their increasing

portrayal of therefugees and migrants as opportunists and ristsosubsequent political
discourséhas done little to generate forms of recognition that work against identification of the
asylum seeker as a hate figubespitethe amplified visibility of the plight the refugees and
migrants and sensational headk and images that enter our everyday Jittes exclusionist
sentimenpersists

This article grew out of the discussion panel that folloasdreening of the documentary
On t he Br(lostecorsla Spag&2614) Written and directed by an Italian journalist
Gabriele del Grandthe film follows a fake wedding partyomprisingfive Palestinians and
Syrians fleeing the Syrian war on a journey from Milan to Sweden to claim political asylum
together witha number of Hlianswho have joinedhe party in support and solidarity.

Keywords: migration, asylum, refugee, borders, Derrida, Kant, identity, borderlands,
hospitality, immigration, cosmopolitanism

o

aéb

The condition of a refugee is the paradigm of a hestorical consciousnegérendt 1978: 5567).
The catalyst for this article was a screening@paf t h e B 1, a ddardentarybwhidhe
challenges our perception of migration, asylum seekers, and borders which transform
masses into people and numbers into names. Made in 2014 by the Italian journalist Gabriele
del Grande, who both wrote and directed it, the film depictea political act of defiance and
a real and fantastic story as it follows a journey from Milan to Sweden taken by five Palestinians
and Syrians fleeing the Syrian war with the intention of claiming political asylum. For this

purpose, they and a numbefr Italians who have joined them in a gesture of support and

1 This article was first presented as a papeBatders Skepsh s hnconfetence, held at Woolf College,
University of Kent, on 27 May 2016. Parts of this art
The Ethics Behind the Aestheticsd (Stamselberg 2014).

25



Volumes 9 & 10, WINTER 2018/19
BORDERS & REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST

solidarity present themselves as a wedding party, hence the title. The film highlights the two
foci of this article: the concepts of borders and hospitality in the context of migrancy.

Today, tle increased visibility of the boat people, of the walkers, crawlers, runners,
detainees, the young and the old, the discouraged ones, the ones that are turned away and sent
back, only to try again, provokes mixed reactions in us. But their plights arersebto their
motives and fates, which, whether sensationalised or not, whether deserving or opportunist, are
analysed on the front pages of daily newspapers. One can argue that our gaze does not bypass
their presence anymore; they are no longer meredgatianeous pieces of cultural debris but
instead resist the tendency to mythologise them and are able both to play with and to question
the distancing effects of representation.

The addition of refugee and other migrant voices to the choir ofnatisind Europe
guestions the nature of belonging and reimagines exclusion through the spatial architecture of
the political. The experience of border crossing and of redefining boundaries and belonging is
at the centre of r ef ug eaadsthe efieatsdf trostmbbdity haweiing r a n t
the past decade radically defined the European social, economic and cultural landscape. At the
same time, the discourse of national revival that currently prevails in Europe calls for accepting
the narrative of th&Vestern condition as a criterion, championing localism and regionalism
over globalism, thus further scrutinising the plight of both refugees and other migrants.

This article presents a cognitive frustration that attempts to make setigenotions of
exclusion and belonging through both a rhetoric of border, wherein a concern lies with the lines
delimiting contents and concepts, and tracing traits of bdildeedges through the concepts
of hospitality. In order to make sense of the perpetual uneadiedssen politics, which
requires one to take a position, and philosophical work, which demonstrates ongoing
commitment to questioning and critique, | turn to the French philosopher Jacques Derrida as
my main theoretical springboard. It is my belief thigtrepeated attempts to rationalise aporias
consistent with the relationship between politics of identity diffitrance transcend the
existing dichotomies and offer an alternative way of engaging with and understanding the

dialectics of exclusion.

1. Borders

In the context of refugees and other migrants, a border, or what Balibar terms a borderline, can

be broadly defined as the dividing line or frontier between two natiates; Balibar describes

it as oO6combining admi niasrtyr,ateivveen, |jiunrgiudiisctailc,
20009: 191) . Picture a border, and what comes:s
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passport, passenger identification [é] 6 (Der
tens of thousandsof mgmt s are towoeckmdnatidhanbbeur or rail
where they are left (Balibar 2015; original emphases). The definition of a border might be
simple; this section will explore its complexities.

Borders present, as Smith and Varzi argueppposition of two different types: in a
geographical context, those corresponding to qualitative differentiations in the underlying
territory (coastlines, rivers, etc.) apena fide(or physical) boundaries, while those that are
induced through human demtation ardiat boundaries (2000: 4002). In other words, fat
boundary is a mamade construct to indicate, for example, the extent of a region, a country,
etc. However, while dona fideborder is stable, barring the effects of naturkatborderis
not, as an examination of maps showing the political divisions of Europe over the past two
hundred years or so will confirm. Aat boundary is therefore contingent, dependent on
changing events and conditions that are unpredictable, in particulgoadevill or otherwise
of the two nation states that tfiat boundary divides.

However, as Borradori points out, borders or, as she terms them, boundaries are not used
merely to demarcate a political or physical entity:

Like geography, the philosophicablj of clarifying the meaning of concepts categories and

values as well as of theoretical fields such as ethics and politics consists in drawing boundaries
around them (Borradori 2003: 145).

For example, the European Union can be thought of not only nenefe to its geographical
boundaries but also as a philosophical concept, namely a political and economic union of the
member states. The significance to this concept of not only boundaries and limits but also the
relations of inclusion that they establisicomes apparent from an analysis (or deconstruction,

to use a Derridean term) of T they are es
borders within the Union and other associated concggts, as the issue of European identity

or belonging, mat Amin calls the O6ldea of Europed (
Conceptual boundaries afiat boundaries and are therefore susceptible to change, just as
geographicafiat boundaries are, and, just as an alteration to a geogralicabundary

indicates a change to the area it demarcates, so, says Borradori, any modification of a conceptual
boundary indicates a redefinition of both the concept itself and the framework of related
concepts in which itds situated (2003: 145) .

2 As Smith and Varzi oheerveerdépeapl ®okidler seaamdot hey
(2000: 405).
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Derridadssremnl|l ebéiconcept of boundary focu
boundary is as much about identification as
the boundary that identifies something, be it a physical feature on a map or a coydbpt

same token defines whatagcludedrom the identification. However, continues Borradori:

Derridads contention is that traditional phil oso
boundariesbydowp | ayi ng t heir c¢ont i nogophcalyradition dehiesThe West er
the potential instability intrinsic to any contingent [ifiat] boundary (2003: 145).

Phil osophy is failing its responsibilities,
way in which we understand the identiyo what [ a boundary] encircl
modification to a conceptual boundary corresponds, as we have seen, to a redefinition of the

i dentity of that it encircl esb, that 1 dent.i
into quesibn. Furthermore, it can also be argued that the double function of boundaries means
that any change to the boundary must also indicate a change to veixatudedfrom the
identification. Accepting both the contingency of boundaries and of the struatabaduity

that pertains to their double function is, therefore, the way in which we understand the identity

that the boundary demarcates.

Both critical reflection on the nature of limits and boundaries and acknowledgment of their
double function transfomn our views of identity, which philosophical thought conceives to be
established by the exclusion of what lies beyond the boundary within which the identity is
enclosed; there are thus two identities understood asaatined totalities, which are
mutudly excluded (Borradori 2003: 146). The consequence of this concept of identity is that
identity is seen as being internally homogenous. It is this, the assumed internal homogeneity of
identity, that Derrida deems to be the fault of traditional metaphysgE®bjection being that
one totality is not o6perfectly immune to the
expressly excludes are always sil emtthey cont

reference to O0tra¢eadi ne midihd @ppedranaesoraoneasnBss,

however far removed the thing that Il eft it L
the thingé (Benjamin 1999: 447) . Critical re
and boundad s , Bor r ad oearchenia these teaces and usas them to give voice to

what doesnd6t fit the dominant set of inclusi

another being the bgroduct of the rigid, irreducible pairs used by differén@oretical fields.
0Deconstructi ve i nitemlosecttotdlitieohy placidgethem faeelta face s e |

with their internal di fi48erentiationd (Borrad
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A limit or boundary is, therefore, not necessarily a rigid and impermeafmen sanitaire

around a totality,; it can be flexible and po
totality expressly excludes©éd, arguably trace
they are pierced bthoseonpysenouszgres obinteraction teasniedidted s |,
bet ween different realitiesd (Galloway 2012:
Borradori is discussing conceptual limits and boundaries in the context of metaphysics, but the
same observatiortsold good for borders in the sense of a frontier between two rstibes.
Rat her than being unbroken I ines of demar c
mysterious zones of interaction that medi at
resonates with the phrase O0the place[s] wher
definition of borderlands (Balibar 2009: 210). Borders are akin to borderlands.

While borders in general give rise to the ontological issues already discussadybd
difficult to individuate as a result, in the context of borders as frontiers between-sizties,
their definition and status are problematised by the phenomenon of the borderland, whether we
understand that term as land located on or near &idrar boundary or, figuratively, as an
indeterminate state or condition. If a border is, in fact, borderland, its ability to demarcate
precisely the extent of a natistate is compromised; this problematises the definition of a
border as a line that ddes one natiostate from another. Since citizenship is determined by
reference to a natiestate, problematising the definition of a border has the effect of also
probl ematising the borderés status in deternm

Borders,asMcMd st er ar gues, 6are breaking down, S
or disappearingreaepeongeshiceonds toisthast daditi
(2003: § 15). Refugees epitomise this problem:

[I']Tn many cases they do not reside in their O6count
new country or place of residence. Before they are granted legal citizenship of thetrumsry,
[refugeesclitazendbdpnnot kexstent.nTdey rage ,caudhteig thé | vy non
proverbialnemands | and, in the borderl ands of existence,
to the institutions within the country of residence; they ia the shadowlands of citizenship

(McMaster 2003: § 15).

Being Olexgiastdt gnn@®@n McMaster continues, refug
positioned as outsidersé (McMaster 200 3: A
elsewhere, tmi 6 become the real border citizend (S

borderl ands of existenced for citizenship ar

who exists by reference to a natistate defined by its borders.
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Rumford indicates# uncertain status of borders, wh
were once singular and existed at the boundary of polities, they are now multiple and are

di spersed throughout societiesd6 (2006: 160) .

Europei t sel f is a borderl and, a zone of trans
(Rumford 2006: 162; <citing Balibar 2004). Al
productive forces of our aged6, (Mezzadra 200

[T]he most mobile population, the migrants, are subjected to the action of mechanisms that tend

to produce specific forms of immobility, culminating in the administrative detention system that

has been established throughout Europend beyond its border6 ( Mezzadra 2007; guoc
Stamselberg 2014: 82).

| referred earlier to the concept of Europ
a concept predicated on shared cul tural C 0 mi
hi storyd aroudd faursschased myt hs of origin: ofir

second, solidarity based on Christian charity and mutuality; third, liberal democracy rooted in

the rights and freedoms of the individual, and fourth, commonality based on reasoh&and ot
Enlightenment wuniversa)?lltjsthe percéived abserice of these n 2 (
shared cul tur al commons that mar ks a person
stranger, the Other. The influx of the Other in increasing numbesssa&uropean borders,
argues Amin, chall enges the |l dea of Europebo
longer capable of supporting the authenticity of European identity or belohtjiegidea of

Europe therefore needs to be reinvented (Amin 200428).

The quotation from Derrida in the paragraph that introduces this section comes from
OFinisdéb, the | onger o fAparids @hetphrase oecarsiaymssagéd i ¢ h
which begins with Derri datds awaystarmooecastitself hat 1
according to the movementofacertainsggg[d and of the step that cr
1993: 11) . 6Cust oms, pol i ce, visa or passpor
visible signs mf dame tthe eldisne nisg itthuegried whet h:
not. If they are to arrive at their intended destination on the other side of the border, however,

mi grants and other refugees will hawuwsin o tak
the next section, then displaces but doeshmmteversupersede the importance of the border,

as Derrida makes clear:

3 The historical myth of origin is the view that a people or culture can be understood by discerning and listing
essential cultural characteristics of a particular nation lbureu

4 It can therefore be argued that problematising the parameters of identity also questions historical essentialism,
which supports the notion of authenticity being tied to historical myth of origin.
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Nowadays, a reflection on hospitality presupposes, among other things, the possibility of a
rigorous delimitation of thresholdsr frontiers: between the familial and the rfamilial,
between the foreign and the nonforeign, the citizen and theitinen, but first of all between

the private and the public, private and public law, etc (Derrida 2008937

2. Hospitality

Derridads 60On Cosmopolitanismé (2001) is the t e
International Parliament of Writers in 1996 during its conference dedicated to the subject of
cosmopolitan rights for asylum seekers, refugees, and immigranthaeigar at Strasbourg,

a topic as relevant today as it was twenty or so years ago. Derrida takes as his starting point the
question ofvilles franches(free cities) andvilles refuges(refuge cities) as places where

migrants can find sanctuary for hisdiss s si on of the &éoriginal cor
context of cosmopolitanism (2001: 5); in other words, is there a duty of hospitality owed to
person Derri da d arfivanh &d, canversely hasrthderivait tha gghttoh e

hospitalty on his arrival?

2.1 Thearrivant
Derrida digresses from his discussion of bor
OWhat is the evéed®vehamembsgiWhatshthmsiwstthgti vant
makes t he <®Heenttheanr rrievceo?ubnt s how he érvaats r ece
as if its uncanniness had just arrived to [him] in a language in which it has nonetheless sounded

very familiar to [him] for a |l ong timed, bef

The newarrivant, this word can, indeed, mean the neutralityhat whicharrives, but alsthe
singularity ofwhoarrives, of he or she who comes, coming to be where s/he was not expected,
where one was awaiting him or her without waiting for him or herwithout expectingt [s 6 y
attendrd, without knowing what or whom to expect and what or whom | am waiting fand

such is hospitality itself, hospitality toward the event (Derrida 1993: 33; original emphases).

Thearrivantis, therefore, not justnyperson who arrives but theryperson who performs an
act of arrival by crossing a given threshold. In so doingathgant affects the experience of
the threshold itself, bringing to |ight the
of theexistence of an invitation, a call, a nomination, or a promise.

However, Derrida quickly makes it clear th
something that arrives, a subject, a person, an individual, or a living évieilg,less one of the
migrants [he had]just mentioned ( 19 9 3: 34; added emphases) k

arrivant, the mostarrivant among allarrivants,the arrivantp ar excel l enced6 (199

5 The transl at orArrivastcae maars fa mroitweal 060 finewcomero or fi a
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emphases); tharrivanti s 6éwhat ever and/ or twilssavteshold n ar

separating two identifiable placesd (ibid.).
This notwithstanding, abDeantpiada@&xceéeésencepdi @

apply with very little modification both to all migrants who arrive irregularly and to the nation

states in which they arrive. The very unexpectedness of the absotivant makes the

possibility of welcoming him or her probtetic:

He surprises the hdstwho is not yet a host or an inviting poweenough to call into question,

to the point of annihilating or rendering indeterminate, all the distinctive signs of a prior identity,

beginning with the very border that delineatedgitimate home and assured lineage, names and

| anguage, nations, famil i arsvanidoasnogyethaednangei es. [ é]
or an i dent i armpantdped hot h8ve any eElentityhyet, its place of arrival is also
de-identified:one does not yet know or one no longer knows which is the country, the place, the

nation, the family, the language, and the home in general that welcomes the aosvai

(1993: 34; original emphases).

Does not this to some degree describe the pbightigrants caughtinthemman6s | and o
camp awaiting a decision from the powers that be as to their ultimate destination, effectively in
neither the country in which theyove arrived

Almost as an afterthought to his defioiti of arrivant, Derr i deand sadhdss O

hospitality itself, hospitality toward the e
of the act of arrival, not a pr edoesddtdexgetted de
the event ofvhatever, of whoever comes, arrives and crosses the thréshibld immigrant,
the emigrant, the guest, or the strangero (i
However, Derrida gives no further insights i
point of view of either the host or tharrivant. For these we mu st
Cosmopolitani smob.

2.2 Hospitality: the aporia
Di scussing the d6original concept of hospital

as Oa doubl e or comt rtahdei cctoonrcye pit mpoefr actoisvneo pwoil ti
Kearney 2001.: ix), the classic Derridean aporia, that is, a kind of impasse or insoluble conflict
between rhetoric and thought.
Derrida begins by identifying the concept of cosmopolitanism. To do so, hexdeples

of how hospitality to the stranger was understood from the time of Moses up to the twentieth
century. However, especially relevant to this article are his observations concerning Hannah
Arendt s text O0OThe Decl i neheofRitghhet sNaotfi ovha nSHt al
a text which, says Der r ilndtaArendivrecalls thad thd rightaf | o s e |
asylum has a sacred history and that It ren
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principle ofquid est in territoro est de territori@ Aréndt 1967: 280, quoted Derrida 2001: 7).
Arendt is referring to the maxim that O6what e
wordst he justification of oneds pArendieontues: i s t h

But although the right to asylum had continued to exist in a world organised into nation states,
and though it has even in some individual cases survived two world wars, it is still felt by some
to be an anachronism and a principle incompatible thighinternational laws of the state (1967:
280, quoted Derrida 2001: 7).

Derrida follows this with the comment that:

When Arendt was writing thigirca 1950, she identified the absence in international charters of
the right to asylum (for example in the Charter of the League of Nations. Things have doubtless
evolved since then [é] but further transformation

Indeed,i n todayds <climat e, when the right to poc¢

Europe, we might well agree with Derrida when he says that:

There is still a considerable gap separating the great and generous principles of the right to

asylum inheritd from the Enlightenment thinkers and from the French Revolution and, on the

other hand, the historical reality or the effective implementation (mise en oeuvre) of these

principles. It is controlled, curbed, and monitored by implacable juridical restsgtio is

over seen bymi[nédedad O6jmeraindi cal tradition (2001: 11).

2.3. Hospitality: according to Derrida
It would, however, be a mistake to assume that this aporia makes hospitality completely
unwor kabl e. I f 1t wer engrembarkstwoull hawe badn otleesvise: De r r

All these questions remain obscure and difficult and we must neither conceal them from
ourselves nor, for a moment, imagine ourselves to have mastered them. It is a question of
knowing how to transform and improve tlagv, and of knowing if this improvement is possible
within an historical space which takes pldmweernthe Law of an unconditional hospitality,
offereda priori to every other, to all newcomerghoever they may band the conditional laws

of a right tohospitality, without which The unconditional Law of hospitality would be in danger

of remaining a pious and irresponsible desire, without form and without potency, and of even
being perverted at any moment (2001 22, original emphases).

The law of uncaditional hospitalityneedghe conditional laws of a right to hospitality in order
not only to survive but to remain forceful.

More i mportant insights into Derri®dhbds th
Hospitality (2000)° Derrida first argueshat the whole idea of hospitality depends upon an
altruistic concept of absolute hospitality and is inconceivable without it. However, since
genuine hospitality faced with any number of unknown Others is not a possible scenario, he
argues that it is pre@y the internal tension between the possibility and the impossibility of

absolute hospitality that keeps the concept of hospitality alive. The more existential example of

6 Of Hospitalitycomprises the transcripts of two seminars given by Derrida in January 1996 (printed on the recto

pages) with a parallel oO6lnvitationd from Anne Dufourn
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this tension is that the notion of hospitality requires one to be the master aactchatrolling.
To be hospitable, one must first have the power to host. As such, hospitality makes claims to
property ownership and partakes in the desire to establish a form-wfeslfy (2000: 374).

Furthermore, the host must, in order to be hagpe, also have some kind of control over
the people who are being hosted, as Derrida later anga@#aining that any attempt to behave
hospitably is also always in part betrothed
under control, to t& closing of borders, to nationalism, and even to the exclusion of particular
groups or ethnicities (2000: 1585).

Consequently, the political difficulty of immigration consists precisely in negotiating
between these two imperatives, between the undonditand the conditional, between the
absolute and the relative, between the universal and the particular. Nonetheless, this
identification of a contradictory logic at the heart of the concept of hospitality and thus
cosmopolitanism is staged in order tiparalyse political action but, on the contrary, to enable
it.

It is to one of the Enlightenment thinkers that Derrida turns towards the end of his address

to deconstruct the logical structure of the concept of hospitality (2062320Kant, says

Demr i da, 60seems at first to extend the cosmo,|
without | imit [é] expressly determines it as
natur al or original deri vat i onble[ard]inalienablel d b e
(i bid)o, in other words, it could neither b
action’

Derrida is referring to Kantds essay O6To P

in 1795, so a little more than two cenasibefore Derrida is speaking, and in which he
formul ates what he ter ms 06id4) mihd&Kanbindeet makesr i g ht

the statement that o6[c]osmopol it atospitalitgght s h a
(118; originalempasi s). By O6hospitalityd, he expl ains
but what he considers to be a 6natur al right
an enemy on his arrival in anotherds country

Itis bythe exercisedafhi s natural right, Kant maintain:
establish with one another peacef ul rel ati on
(i bid. ). Any treaty formalising suchtatepeace
" d mprescriptibledo and déinalienabledéd are both legal t
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could, in all probability, expressly include provisions concerning respedives of residence

(or as Ka nrightto e goesmanentisitort g és di s tighttavisibf r om t h
Kant makes it clear that the natural rightencapgsedlad i n hi s ter m Ohospi

the alien the right to betamporaryvisitor. The right of residence may be requested, but this

owoul d require a special, charitable agreem

l i mi t ed pheer iaoldide,n ic.aen. otnil nyh abbei ctoamet 6a i &f etlhleo W :

nationstate so allows.

Derrida prefaces his discussion of Kant with the observation that:

All human creatures, all finite beings endowed with reason, have received, in equalignoport
6common possession of the surface of the eartho.
appropriate for himself the aforementioned surface (as suchsadagearea) and withhold

access to another man (2001: 20; original emphases).

Thamn i0mafinite dispersion remains iIimpossiblebo
what sets itself up above the soil: habitat,
6[a]ll this, even t he silpurdandsimple)and avendffoundad | i e :
on the earthiust not be unconditionally accessible al | comer sdé (i bid; a
60t hanks to this strictly delimited condition

as a border, natip State, public or political space), [that] Kant can deduce two consequences
and inscribe two other paradigms upon whi ch
(ibid), as outlined above.

Derridads one comment o n dAlg exterdds to a oghtdbf t i o n

visitation and excludes a right of residenc:eé

bet ween stateso, is that it o6is this | imita
remains for us dHebahtwabmede( 200Fkay2dn. Kant 6s
its rigour as a | awb (ibid). As a result, I
dependent on state sovereignty, especially w

Derrida continues:

Hospitality signifies here thpublic nature(publicité) of public space, as is always the case for

the juridical in the Kantian sense; hospitality, whether public or private, is dependent on and

controlled by the law and the state policeisTis of great consequence, particularly for the
oOviolations of hospitalityé about which we have s
sovereignty of cities [i.e. theilles franchesandvilles refugesreferred to above] on which we

have been reftging, whose concept is at least as problematic today as in the time of Kant (ibid;

original emphases).

Thi s i s t he apori a, t he 0doubl e or contr e
cosmopolitanismob, a o6concept tohadaptinfashicnmgint r y
itsselfi mage of tolerance, openness, and hospita
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[O]n the one hand, there is an unconditional hospitality which should offer the right of refuge to
all immigrants and newcomers. But on the otha@nd, hospitality has to be conditional: there
has to be some limitation on rights of residence (ibid).

aéb

The political difficulty of immigration consists precisely in negotiating between these two
imperatives, between the unconditional and the conditional, between the absolute and the
relative, between the universal and the particular. Nonetheless, as eyritoid Kearney
observe, O0Derridads identification of a con
cosmopolitanism is not staged in order to paralyse political action, but, on the contrary, in order

to enable 1t6 (Critchley & Kearney 2001: x).

Eurge, in the sense of the European Union, a territory that today is increasingly defined
by its immigration practices and its discourse of political rights, is beifgatienalised.
Introducing exclusion to the vocabulary of belonging forces us-tomeepualise the politics
of community, solidarity, identity and difference. However, exclusion is not limited to the
European experience. An intrinsic part of social relations, it figures prominently in the discourse
of identity as well as in that of politicahd legal modernity. The tension between recognition
and a sense of belonging, on the one side, and the subjective marginalisation of exclusion, on
the other, is reflected in the normative ideal of public discourse. These themes are not mutually
exclusive Rather, they are fundamentally interrelated.

There are two concepts of hospitality that today divide European and national
consciousness. The word O6tolerancebd, today o
of the Enlightenment; Kantf&a x a mpl e oO6under stood tolerance a
the modern ageb6 (Borradori 2003: 159) . But ,
6[t] he word Atol eranceo is first of all mark
Christansandnost€hr i sti anso6 (i bid: 161; Derrida spee
virtue, tolerance has been appropriated into-@bnistian discourse and language. A form of

charity:

[Tlolerance is always on the side of the reason of the strongbetewnight is right; it is a

supplementary mark of sovereignty, the good face of sovereignty, which says to the other from

its elevated position, | am letting you be, you are not insufferable, | am leaving you a place in

my home, but do not forget thatshi i s my home [é] (Borradori 2003: 1

As such, tolerance is not a condition of hospitality but a limitation of it. In other words, it is a
conditional, circumspect, careful hospitality that requires the Other to follow rules, a way of

life, language, culture, political system, etc. This conditional hospitality, offered only with the
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proviso that given rules and regulations are followed and obeyed, comprises an invitation. On

the other hand, pure or unconditional hospitality comprisesvitation, and:

[O]pens or is in advance open to someone who is neither expected nor invited, to whomever
arrives as an absolutely foreign visitor, as a new arrivakigemtifiable and unforeseeable, in
short, wholly other (Borradori 2003: 129; quotiDgrrida).

This expression of unconditional hospitaldi
ki nds of right: as Derrida terms them in 0
(Gastrecht which has the connotations of invitation by the hostdssasgl i n 6 On Hospi

and the 6r i g Besuchsriecht{@200%:i21).aMtisitatiom Gvithqut an invitation
circumscribes the conditions under which one is invited and thus welcomed as an unforeseen
and unexpected visit to come. As such it introduae element of danger. The ability to let
onebs guard down, stand down oneb6s defence
impossible. However, can hospitality without risk, backed by certain assurances, immunised
against the unexpected and othernessalirue hospitality? The unconditional hospitality
advocated by visitation rather than invitation is a practical impossibility. Furthermore, its

concept is devoid of any legal or political status.

But without at least the thought of this pure and undanil hospitality, of hospitalitytself,

we would have no concept of hospitality in general and would not even be able to determine any

rules for conditional hospitality (with its rituals, its legal status, its norms, its national or

international conveni ons) 6 (Borradori 2003: 129; original em

It is precisely unconditional, pure hospitality, insists Derrida, that recognises and accepts
the alterity of the Other. Not even dependent on a decision, unconditional hospitalithes nei
juridical nor political. Nonetheless, it is the very condition of both. The paradoxical nature of
the two hospitalities lies in their simultaneous qualities of heterogeneity and indistinguishability
(Borradori 2003: 12830; Derrida speaking). What ates unconditional hospitality is its
i nability to retain its unconditionality whe

words:

| cannot open the door, | cannot offer him or her anything whatsoever without making this

hospitality effective, witout, in some way givingomething determinat& his determination

willhavetorei nscri be the unconditional into certain con
or absolute yndedingtf you will) risks being nothing at all if condition8édingungepdo not

make of it some thingsjc] (Ding) 6 ( Bor r a dio30;iorigidad dmphasesl Rerida

speaking).
We might wel | agree with Borradori, when
observations |Just quoted, t h aittonalthpspitplity@ndf a c t

hospitality by invitation] are at once heterogenous and indissociable is, philosophically, very
di fficult to thinkdéd, and her questions which
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back in 2001, i rwcanlpditicaldiskoarseamssimiate it?IMight thélrodern
i deal of cosmopolitanism be the answer ?6 (Bo

this article to answer them.
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The Refugee Identity Crisis: How Athens is Trying to Bridge the Gap
Between a Person and thir Homeland through Heritage and Meaning
Making

Kimberley Bulgin
University of Kent

Abstract

thensas a case study is perfect for work on social development of refugees asnit has,
Athe past few yeardjecome amajor centre of mass immigration. Withotlsands of
citizens having settled into the city, Athens is now working on looking after these people
holistically through reconnecting them to the past.

Everyone has a personal identity; one way in which this is acquired comes from our chosen
country of residence through its economy, culture, and history. However, refugees, who have
had to abandon the country in which they have been brought up and have lost all connection
with any physical evidence of their past, have also lost this way diliskiag a personal
identity.

Athens is taking steps to connect not only refugees to the local heritage but also the local
community to refugees by, on the one hand, giving refugees tours around museums and, on the
other, staging exhibitions which illusirt e t he r efugee experience
communities. Athens aims to include the community, in order to teach Athenians about the
ref ugees 6, amdx gtienatélye toceacourage identity building through positive
representation. These acties work to show refugees that, although they may be physically
disconnected from their original heritage, it is possible to create a new heritage and its
associated identity. At hens is reshaping ¢th
creating a community and therefore a new identity. This is an identity which has its roots in
At hens, where refugees can make us of its hi
democracy and Greeko6s f amous h o sdmaisdfidehtityt vy , bo
based on these concepfBhe possible outcome of what Athens is and has been doing to help
its refugee population reflects conclusions that | have come to as a result of informal discussions

with museum professionals and conversatiorh thie people | met during my time in Athens.

1 This article is based on a paper presented by the autBouataries a University of Kent MA Festival and

Conference held in Paris 30 May June 2017.
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C

I dentity is probably not the first thing that comes to mind wbemsidering the needs of

people who have been violently displaced from their home in the way those living in refugee
communities have been. However, when shelter and other basic needs have been met, the
boundary between the self and the surrounding pbkliomes more apparent and this feeling

is only exacerbated when refugees find themselves in an area where people have a strong sense
of national identity, as is the case in Greece. Most refugees now in Greece did not intend it to
be their final stop; thegre there because of events in March 2016 which halted them on their
way into Europé.Not only have they been displaced from their home country and forced to
abandon their belongings there but they have also lost thegaaidnd are now stuck, it seems
forever, in a state of | imbo, not belonging
pl aced (Papastergi adi $Esg6tallg the refugeeeridks Bsing alle t t -
sense of self and identity. The object of this article is toreme how Athens, having provided
refugees with their basic needs since they began arriving in significant numbers, is working to
bridge the gap between them and their lost identity.

The inspiration for this article came from the coincidence that duiamg finy postgraduate
studies in Heritage Management at the Univer
far from the refugee camp at Skaramagas, the largest in Greece. Using the same public transport
as they did to travel to and from Athens, | gokimw many people from a community with
which | had never previously interacted as well as volunteers who worked with them. This gave
me insights into a way of life about which my only information up till then had come from the

media.

2 The background to the ment situation is that, prior to 2016, Greece allowed refugees from the Middle East

and beyond who arrived via Turkey to enter but did not encourage them to remain, as it was unable to make
adequate provision for them. Most, if not all, of them were anfior countries in Europe, such as Sweden,

Germany and Austria, via Macedonia and the West Balkans. The situation changed considerably during 2015,
when more than a million refugees fled from Syria, as conditions there worsened (UNHCR 2016: 13). Instead of
settling in neighbouring Middle Eastern countries, as had previously been the case, many of these set their sights

on Europe, encouraged by the welcoming attitude of countries such as Germany, where Chancellor Angela Merkel
decl ared, 6Wellkc¥sh do ité6 (ESI 2

8 Burnett also observes that refugee camps themselves
|l egally part of the country in which they are actuall
(Burnett 2013: 1)
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1. Refugees in AthensPresent and Past

The presence in Greece in 2018 of around 60,000 refugees, of which 15,000 or so are on the
Greek Islands (Strickland 2018), is the outcome of two independent political decisions taken in
2016 to address the almost exponential increaseeimumbers of refugees trying to enter
Europe via Turkey and Greece during 26Ibhe f i rst of these was Ma
close its border with Greece to unpapered immigrants in early March 2016. About ten days
later, the EU and Turkey entereddran agreement whereby Turkey would take back refugees
still on the Greek Islands and the EU would give Turkey six billion Euros towards the cost of
making better provision for refugees in that countfine combined effect was that refugees
already in mailand Greece found themselves stuck there and refugees still on the Greek Islands
found themselves unable to transfer to the mainland.

The sudden influx of refugees into Greece during 2015 and the situation that arose after the
events of March 2016 made mmmediate and obvious impact on Athens and Athenians. From
late 2015 on, camps to accommodate the refugees still arriving from the Greek islands were
hastily set up on the outskirts of Athens and near Piraeus, making use of buildings such as
disused miliary bases and the old Olympic stadium. One of these was the camp at Skaramagés
already mentioned; near Piraeus, this was initially a women and children only camp, but it now
houses 3,000 families, Syrian, Afghani, Kurdiahd Iraqi. These official campsqvide the
refugeesd basic needs of shelter and food, t
agencies.

Communities of refugees have also been established in the Athens city centre areas of
Victoria and Omonia. In addition to this, unofficiatcommodation for refugees is being
provided by Athensd thriving |l eft wing grouj
taking over large unoccupied buildings in the urban area and putting refuge families into them;

i tds esti mat eed250hrefugees of whoenrthere gre little records, are being
housed in this way (Georgiopoulou 2018).

4 This increase is illustrated by dataThe Refugee Crisis through Statisti@ne table shows the month by

month increase in the arrivals of refugees in Greece during 2015 from 1,694 in January to a peak of 211,663 in
October before declining to @verage of around 130,000 for November and December. Another table shows that
872,500 migrants arrived in Greece by the sea crossing from Turkey in 2015 compared with 43,500 the previous
year (ESI 2017: 1i415).

5 Writing on the anniversary of the EQurke y Agr eement |, Amnesty I nternatic
Kondylia Gogou condemned the previous twelve months
still on the Greek Islands are living in appalling conditions; volunteers working with thegeesfare convinced

that 6é[the fact that refugees] have to endure [these
Greek operators and EU financial backers to deter further refugees from attempting to get into Greece (Strickland
2018;Witte 2018).

41



Volume 9 & 10, WINTER 2018/19
BORDERS & REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST

However, todaydés i mmigrants are not the fir
Nearly a century ago, the outcome of political upheavathe Eastern Mediterranean during
the first two decades of the twentieth century as well as international pressures was the arrival
of the Mikrasiates the Greeks from Anatolia (or Asia Minor), in 1922. These settled all over
Greece and Macedonia, but &rde majority settled in Central Attika, in Athens and the
neighbouring towns of Piraeus, Elefsina and Elliniko.

Just as is happening today, the arrival of these refugees greatly changed the physical
landscape of not only Athens, the population of whichlded, but also neighbouring towns;
overall the population of the whole area increased by the addition of one million refugees
(Karatzas 2012: 162). Initially, many public buildings were commandeered to provide housing
for the refugees: school buildinggyblic baths, even the Athens Opera House (Hirschon 1989:
36) . New suburbs were then built on the cit)y
new arrivals from Anatolia and the Balkan province in Turkey were unable to afford them, so
they createdlicit settlements, building where they could with whatever materials were to hand
in styles that O6expressed their own architec
wave of refugees from Asi a Mi no<xldssicaldtthieans al | vy
(2012: 16265).

2 Heritage
Heritage, says Harrison, i's ubiquitous; we
heterogeneous piling up (2013:4) Buthe argues, tmsaldes r i a |

not mean that it must b@wesidered as just a historic phenomenon; it is also a social, economic
and political phenomenon of late modern societies. Evidence of a shared human connectivity,
heritage can be an object as large and as ancient as the pyramids of Giza or as small as a bo
handed down through the generations, emblems representative of the past which we preserve
and treasur e. [ t  c-lauilt transportsystem bwutrallsoythe aontmued daiys | o
use of it, a practice from the past which we continue to ughdfte present; this is intangible
heritage, that is, not represented by physical objects.

Intangible heritage is a representation of a culture, so naturally connects itself to identity
through its creation (Lenzerini 201D1i 02). It reflects a groujs practices, rituals and daily
lives; itis an image of a time, place, and emotion. It is not just the physical form of old buildings
or artefacts but our personal involvement in the area in which we live, be this a conscious
activity such as taking part iné annual town festival or an unconscious one such as adopting

the characteristics of local speech; heritage is life.
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Heritage and memory are strongly linked. Heritage is the means whereby the past is not
forgotten but kept alive in the present. It cantbb e &6 gl ued whi ch hel ps
together. ThdMikrasiateswho flooded into Greece nearly a century ago give a good illustration
of this. In her examination d¥likrasiateswho settled on Chios, James observes that it was
O0[ s] har ed me fooneri life sSn Apatolia and htheir traditions that] allowed the
refugees to reconstruct their |ives, i f not
235); ntangible heritage informed their sense of collective identity.

At a personal level, we surround ourselves with our own heritage, again both intangible
and tangible: rituals, activities, religion, tastes, and objects. We keep physical memories of our
family and friends who make us who we are in the form of photographssivéhe same sites
throughout our lives, and sing the same songs from our childhood. These are all evidence of
our own personal identity and heritage well aghe changes to our personal identitich
will be discussed in the next sectjame close} related to the personal heritage with which we
surround oursel ves. I f we | ook within oursel
associated at a basic level; it could be a childhood song, the place where we lived for a brief
time or a personabbject we have grown up with. This is our own heritage, gleaned from
countless influences on our life.

During its threeyear programme which ended in January 2013, EuNaMus produced a
numberofreportl n one of these, ent iatidnaMuseuhAsShape s o f
European I dentitydé, it says that o6é[t] hrough
anchors for a national sense of belongdging, a
Arguably, heritage shapes how weilfito a society and can enhance or decrease our feeling of
belonging within a societal and cultural landscape.

From this, we can see that heritage has a key role in developing idbrd#gd, heritage
can play a role in revitalising existing communitigsencouraging positive sense of identity.

This idea is not new; it is being used, for instance, by the European Council of Culture and its
annual choice of a European Capital of Culture, which not only boosts the local economy but
alsocommunity moralgMoris et al, 2017). The Greek town of Elefsina (coincidentally, the

town in which | lived when studying in Athens) is one of the latest choices for Capital of

6 EuNaMus is the acronym of European National Museums: Identity Policies, the Uses of the Past and the
European Citizen, a research project funded under the Seventh Framework of the European Commission.

7 The concept that heritage, whetlpeesented through representation in museums or being learned through the
study of history, contributes to the development of identity has been a popular study since the 1970s with the
advent of the movement known as New Museology, which shifted the fomusthe artefacts exhibited to
represent heritage to their audience.
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Culture, having been nominated for 2021. As
for the title makes clear in its final bid book, the expectation is that the ECoC title will be the
catalyst for the towndés dynamism, creativity
more involved with heritage and work towards building a stroegermunity (Eleusis2021
2016)®

Heritage, both tangible and intangible, su
a component of a sense of national identity to a greater or lesser degree, depending on the
individual. It follows that separationdrm t he her i tage that support
whether national or personal, will adversely affect it, the more so, if the separation is enforced,
as is the case with refugees. The effects of such a sepdrataperiencing a loss of identity,
thesense of being 6pl acel & sre dnly goind to be@xacetbaaddo n g i
when refugees find themselves in a country such as Greece, where all its citizens have a strong
sense of national identity, and the more so in Athens, on whichthe 6 s sense of
identity is centred (Karatzas 2012: 155).

Greeks are very aware of their long heritage, which they exhibit well. Every major town
has an archaeol ogi cal museum which tells the
peoplethat lived there then and what they did. The mass marketing of the heritage from Ancient
Greece means that the cityds history is ever
but it can become suffocating for the letegm visitor, as | egerienced. To be surrounded by
museums, displaying only Greek artefacts and promoting only Greek heritage must make
refugees feel their loss more keenly; even the mass of the Acropolis that dominates the city is

a reminder that you are not home.

3. ldentity
The concept of identity, the state of having unique identifying characteristics, is most relevant
to the refugees who now find themselves in Greece.

3.1 Personal Identity
Our personal identity is influenced by many things: our experiences in lifeytetests, what

we believe and stand for; an important influence is the idea of our home. This home we connect

8 Elefsina, known in antiquity as Eleusis, is historically important for several reasons. It is the birthplace of the

poet Aeschylus, the focus of the annual AescHghtival. It is also where the Eleusinian Mysteries, one of Ancient
Greecebds secret religious cults, were celebrated ann
Athens along a route known as the Sacred Road. Living in the town, | saferertipicture. Where the rituals

were once held is an archaeological site, but it has a deserted air; the town is becoming depopulated as young
people move away, and the area now better known for its abandoned factories and the oil tankers which make the
coastline unusable.
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to is not necessarily the country we were born in but can be the country we have resided in for
a | ong ti me. Forced dwspl aaément oheds peesds®
certainly the case for a refugee (Griffiths 2001). The refugees now in Athens have been forced
to abandon the home that was part of their personal identity, increasing their feeling of loss
further and leading ttheir feeling of being people without a place, what Papastergiadis terms
Opl acel essnessd (B3 gptadBureett 2013ald.iThs m2akedrécreatidigd 1
refugeeds personal identity probl e mpdeitoc: do
base their identity on their country of origin, do they form an identity connected topauean
or do they no | onger have a part of their id
could be asked, even if the refugee is sufficiengiyled in the host country not to feel like a
persoldvi t hout a placebdé: should identity be base
the scope of this article to attempt to answer this question.

The term Opersonal i dhittonst iti canyb® how wesseeaourgelves t h o r
in relation to our surroundings and fellow beings, the way we define ourselves, how we choose
to live our life, and the labels with which we are associated. All definitions agree, however, that
this sense of self isased on our experiences,isohanges throughout our lifetime, depending
on major life events and seadfvaluation (Carducci 2009). We humans are subject to change,
and the way we view our identity consequently changes. We grow older and change the way
we dress, our taste buds become more diverse, and religious affiliations can be gained or lost;
as a result, we can assume many different identities or identifications rather like masks, which
can be worn either successively or even all at once (Ibafiez 199Mational identity is one

of these O6maskso.

3.2 National Identity
The way in which we see ourselves in relati
i dentity6. One form of <col | ec thelongngtodnestatei t y i
or one nation. The concept of this envisages a community built of millions of people who have

never met but feel a bond with through shared experience:

[ The nati on] i s an i ma dmagiredbecfuse]the memiznfuevent v [ €] . It
the smallest nation wil/| never know most of their
lives the i mage of their oomumtybetaose, regapdiedsoff | ]t i s i1
the inequality and exploitation that may prevail intea nation is always conceived as a deep,
horizontal comradei8hi p6 (Anderson 2006: 6

9 References to Anderson are from the latest edition ditagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins
and Spread of Nationalisfirst published in 1983.
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National identity can be defined as the sense of a nation as a cohesive whole, as represented by

distinctive traditions, culture, language and politics. Itiswag&dfr andi ngé a gr oup

who collectively share the same subjective s
do not, the outsiders, O0theyo.
Nati onal identity is not the same as natio

acti zen of a nation stat-mesfAddeosdinsuisegut il

concepts: 6nationality, or , as one might pr
significations, natiomess, as well as nationalism, are cultural acté¢fas 6 ( Ander son 20
other words, we are not born with a sense of natess; we acquire it from the culture around

us. Heritage, therefore, i1 s a mangss.iGreekpanet r i bu
an example of a people whoseitege and natiomess are closely linked.

Modern Greeks are keenly aware of their heritage and history which go back nearly three
thousand years. It was this intellectual affinity with classical Greek civilisation, as well as the
Greek language, whichfoend t he basi s of what Hiattri comiall ii san
in the Greekspeaking Christians who were at the core of the many small states which emerged
after the breakip of the Byzantine empire in 1204 (2013: 23). However, the Ottoman conquest
of Constantinople in 1453 and the consequential fall of the remaining Greek states meant that
Greece, unlike many of the nations of Western Europe, did not become astateonntil it
gained independence from the Ottoman empire in 1832. Throughout tiosl, péreece,
however, held on to its distinct language, history, religion, and customs to separate itself and
promote nationalism (Ibid: 24).

However, argues Karatzas, the past culture, history, and religion on which thismestgon
is built is not thabf what is now modern Greece but only of one part of it: Athens; modern
Greece i-ce mtArtihceho( 201 2: 155) . This is evider
embedded in many Greeks, who hold strong opinions about their past, and, together with cultur
and religion, i s fully cover eddo thg Natiorapr es en
Archaeological Museum, the Christian Byzantine Museum and the Museum of Greek Folk Art.

Natiortness can be acquired by people who live in a country for a long time brnhate
born there. Refugees, like all migrants, arrive in the country which will be their new home with
an already established natiomss. If they live there for long enough, and especially if they are
present there when experiencing key rites of passage as puberty and marriage, they are
likely to connect emotionally to the local natiaess, even if they never completely lose their

original nationness. One reason for this is the effect of isomorphism, the tendency to become
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like the peoplearounden: o[ g] reater similarity [€é] resul
and emulationdéd (Rosenau 1996: 259) . Anot her
attachment to the nation which is providing for one, so one's emotional attachment to one's
original nation can weaken a little but is not completely lost.

I n the case of refugees, the 6homesicknes:
among people with an alien sense of natiess is going to be greater because they have not
left their home B choice, and they are not well enough settled into the new community to
develop an emotional attachment to the host country; they therefore cling on to their original
nationness. As a result, there can be conflict between the groups whosenessodifers;
this can lead to friction within the community, a situation which requires sensitive handling by
the host natioR®

Natiortness is not the same as nationalism, which is atsoltural artefadi(Anderson
2006: 4)¥z ker eml &€ def i ndom ofrseeing andiatdrpgresing that sondéions
our daily speech, behaviors and attitudeso (
extreme form of patriotism marked by a belie
tisthsxt reme expression of patriotism which i
xenophobia and ethnic violence against immigra@sastarbeitey and asylum seekdrs
(¥z k &€ r &€ ml2& 272a6diwhich has, in recent years, been championed by politicaéentiti
in both Western and Eastern Europe which focus on themes such as immigration, security, and
economic austerity: The refugee crisis has only served to make these arguments louder, as
both fears about terrorist attacks and the consequent need forsketigty increase. This is
the reason behind the surge in the popularity ofr farg h t parti esFroatuch as
Nationalewhich very nearly won the presidential election in 2017. Anotheridat party is
Gr e e Populas Associatiod Golden Dawn founded in 1980, which opposes all hon
European, especially Muslim, immigration into the mainly Greek areas of southern Greece and

Athens and includes in its National Plan the expulsion of all illegal immigtants.

0 Mittel man identifies odéconflicts ites tnwamery tightkmiti gr ant
nei ghborhoodsd as one of the manifestations of gl obal
11 Arguably, nationalism could be seen agorm of localisation and its rise in recent years as a reaction to
increased gl obalisation, which Rosenau defines as 6o
256) . Rosenau identifies si x ooatee goofr ivehsi cohf itsh eéspee odpol be
tourists, professionalsefugeesormigrant® ( 1 9 958; added®réphases).

12 strickland comments that, unlike other-faght, populist and often nefascist parties across Eurogigglden

Dawnhas not successfulbroadened its base since the massive influx of refugee arrivals started.inl@@&ver,

he war n&oldembawrhasndt grown, there remasaoaisst hpagry mhéasge
much, either6 (Strickland 2018a).
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4. Community Building: collective identtyand &éi magi ned communiti es
Al t hough we can define what i s meant by Oper
a persofs identity unless we are that person. What we can do is work towards helping a person
rebuild or develop their identity. There@ many ways of doing this,
of this article to mention them all. My focus is on those which, in one way or another, make use
of Athensd heritage and can be interpreted a
| referred earlier to collectiveident vy, one of the Omaskso6é whic
with which someone identifies is the people amongst whom they live: the community. In simple
terms, a community means the people living in a given locality. However, it can also mean a
group of peoplehat has characteristics in common; they have a shared identity. When people
living in the same locality recognise in each other a shared identity, they are said have a sense
of community; individually, each has a collective identity.

The biggestcontributo t o a col |l ective identity, maint
to the same placed (2012: 165). This is recoa
for Refugees (UNHCR) in 6A Community based A
guidan@ on how to implement the approach and help refugees feel that they are part of the
local geography and part of a community (UNHCR 2008).

Sometimes, external initiatives are needed either to revive a sense of community that has
been lost or to encouragsense of community where none yet exists, for example, where new
communities in the basic sense are being created; the mere fact that people are all living in a
given locality does not mean that they will automatically develop a sense of community. This
is community building; an example of this is the annual choice by the European Council of
Culture of a OEuropean Capital of Cul tured,
Elefsina as the European Capital of Culture in 2021.

Today 6s whehave lgeendnsused in the camps outside Athens and in social housing
in Athens itself, will naturally develop a sense of community because of their shared culture,
religion, ethnicity, and the experience of becoming a refugee. However, this will p&egbia
divide between Athenians and refugees that currently exists. The arrangements to provide
shelter for refugees has had a negative outcome in that is that there is a physical divide between
the refugee communities and indigenous Athens. This is obindbe case of the camps, which
are located outside of Athens. However, the way the official plan of settling refugees within the
city has been carried has also created a divide which is not so obvious: the high concentration
of refugees in just two distts of Athens has resulted in the formation of distinct refugee
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communities there. The knodn effect of this is that these areas have acquired a bad reputation
and are regarded as O6no go6 areas by At heni a
The outcome of this physical divide is thiagre is little sharing of space and therefore little
interaction between most Athenians and the refugee communities, apart from those parts of
At hens where refugees have been unofficially
Here refugees areds numerous, so they are less obvious as they mingle with their Athenian
neighboursWhilst this brings refugees more into the deyday life of Athens, it cannot be
regarded a longerm solution or one that can be used everywhere. If, in the long taem, t
psychological divide is to be removed, there needs to be a sense of community between refugees
and Athenians. This is the task that Athens now faces.
Times of crisis often result in forcing together groups of people who have different
backgrounds, langages, cultures and needs. They are a community in the sense that they are
all living in the same locality, but they are not a community in the deeper sense of having a
shared identity. This is the situation in Athens. Each group needs to recognisethetvé a
shared identity with the other, to see the o
Ideas of community are formed physically through shared spaces and intellectually through
shared ideal s. This in turn createsoncephat An
which he introduced when defining a nation and to which | have already referred but which can
be applied, with modification, to a group of people living in the same locality that have a sense

of community: it i s O itnhaepmbers df fthe hreup maynevere v e n
have any contact with] most of their fellow
i mage of their communionbo; It is a 6communi

exploitation that may prevail in each, [trgroup is] conceived as a deep, horizontal
comradeshi&o6 (2006: 6

An initiative that helps refugees to devel
been to start tours of the city6s major mus
Baltas,the Greek Culture Minister, took one hundred refugees on a tour of the ancient site of
the Acropolis and the newly built Acropolis Museum. Instead of simply explaining the
historical significance of the site, he made use of the fact that Syria, likeeGGieasteeped in
archaeological importance, so the countries have a shared heritage. During the tour, he
compared the damage done to the Parthenon in the seventeenth century when Greece was still
part of the Ottoman empire with the destruction of Palmgnaery important archaeological

site in Syria that was destroyed in 2015 by ISIL, who either demolished parts of the site or sold
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artefacts into the illegal trade in antiquities. This tactic has the effect of transferring culture and
heritage from Syria té\thens, by showing that they are on the same side when it comes to
importance of antiquities.

Throughout the visit he took pains to link the state of Greece to that of Syria; rather than
focusing on what Greece can offer refugees, he emphasized thasaefistics of the Greeks
which would help them, their democracy, tolerance and acceptance of everyone despite race or
religion (TornosNews.GR 2016). In his endeavour to ground the young people in Athens and
convince them that this was their new, welcontiogne, he talked of the worfdmous Greek
hospitality rather than Greek history. Initiatives like this can mitigate the initial, brutal shock of
Greek identity refugees by showing them that the two identities can be reconciled.

Another such initiative tdo place in August 2016, when Athens hosted a thmee
concert organised Wyl Sistemaa music education programme founded in Venezuela with the
object of teaching music to children of low income families; this was held in the Odeon of
Herodes Atticus omhe slopes of the Acropolis. A large group of refugee children performed
for about an hour. One of the singers, a twalearold boy is reported as saying before he
went on stage that he felt good whesgobde was
and whenlsing f eel betterdé (Associated Press 2017

Providing these children with cultural activities can potentially work on their self
confidence. High selésteem links itself to positive social and personal identéking
through increasd interactions with the community (Carducci 2009). By placing these refugee
children in the cit§s most famous structure, the Athens municipality displayed them to the
world, putting them front and centre as part of the community. Furthermore, the gpveert
by refugees was attended by Athenians, so community efforts such as this bring the two
communities together.

Community building is anything which will foster a sense of shared identity apdriods
of crisis and war, is very important to thosaonvhave been displaced, as it enables them to
experience feelings of normality and a sense of continuity from their previous life (Shabi 2016).
| argue that representation can help people to discover shared experiences, the image of their
communion, and isherefore effective in community building. This will be discussed in the

next section.

5. Representation: the role of museums in community building
Representation is the production of meaning through classification and display in museums and

gall eri es, pl aces that Lidchi views as 0syst
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57; citing Lidchi 20032 What is being represented will, of course, depend on the objects being
exhibited and the underlying purpose of the exhibition, whether permanent or temporary, but,

by displaying objects, museums and gabd eries
[ é] and convey meaning and validity wupon ob
representation means the representation of culture and, by extension, heritage.

The relevance of this to the refugees in Athens isfold first, studies havehown that if
we identify with the representation of culture in a museum, we are more likely to be motivated
to visit it;** secondly and more importantly, exhibiting heritage with which the viewer identifies
reinforces their sense of identity (Newman & Mol 2006: 6i164) 1°

| have already commented on the likely effect on refugees of finding themselves in Athens,
where the heritage of Ancient Greece is strongly promoted. A whole city, not aligned to their
identity, is now the new home into which refugeesehbeen forced. Neither they nor their
culture, experiences, and interests are represented. They have no identity in that city and are
left feeling placeless and empty, outsiders overwhelmed by the strong indigenous identity by
which they are surroundedti#ens is taking steps to address this issue by including refugees in
what i's arguably Greecebds best product: her
heritage does not seem important. However, as | have shown, heritage is a way of seeing
onesd it has a key role in forming identity both personal and national. In general, most people
would probably relate to the notion that heritage has a part in forming national identity, typified
by the connection Greeks have to the Acropolis.

Museum represénat i on al so enables visitors to 6th
their i dentity with others with whom they ha
2006 : 63), a core el ement of Andersonbs Oi m
McLeannai nt ain that such communities have much
identity that do not reflect the complexities of modern life but present a simpler, more

straightforward identity with which ta® make

3 Inthecontek of this article, itéds a happy coincidence t h:
Gr e g b g 8 8Mogseion 6 , t hat is a place dedicated to the Mus
mythology.

14 See Falk (2016), Allen (2010),ddd et al (2013).

%l dentity, in Baumeister and Muravenés view, is an a

structure of social relations create a context in which the individual identity must exist [and] individuals actively
choosealter and modify their identities based upon what will enable them to get along best in that ¢@&8t@xt (
405; citedNewman & McLean 2006: §1Hein argues thathen seeing the representation of our own culture we
can connect to it through our sensédeftity. This influences our learning, as our understanding of history comes
from our personal, socioultural, and physical contexts over time. Learning can therefore be a contextualised
process dependent not on what is being portrayed to us, the phjesitally in a museum, but upon prior
knowledge, interests, abilitieand aspects we with which we conngQ06: 37172).
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ability to recognise what we have in common with people who are, on the face of it, very
different from us. It is in this way that people from different cultures who have been thrown
together in times of crisis can identify with each other. Museuneseptation is, therefore, a
way to encourage community building. Admi tt
museums are predominately Greece focused, w
connect to whatos on odyibsingreprgsentec slowever, ifimore n ot
Athenians, as well as tourists and refugees, were aware of Greefteggee past, this would
open the opportunity for a new narrative ani
crisis.

For this new narrativand new identity to be accepted, Athens needs to promote the history
of its previous refugee crisis. In so doing, it will remind its citizens that they have characteristics
which can help create a sense of community today. Although the sudden arrefaljekes in
great numbers has created any number of difficulties which currently seem incapable of
resolution, the previous experience shows that Athens has been able to handle this situation.
Amongst the pictures of the earlier period held by the Uniyeo$idthens Museum are ones
of children and people banding together. The
in the same way in the future. Identajfecting experiences such as fleeing, seeking asylum,
and settling into the city are bginised as a centre of expression in cultural sites. By exhibiting
these difficult experiences to the public, Athens is creating conversation, education, and
inclusive practices. Presenting the plights of a new community gives its people exposure, and
morepeople are given the chance to understand what is happening. With this exposure comes
education, understanding, and, hopefully, acceptance.

The representation of refugees in Athens?o
exhibitions focusing ont$ history of immigration going back to 1922, most recehtlyce a
Stranger: Forced Displacement and Population Exchange in thieChturyat the Benaki
Museum (2012). The University of Athens museum, amongst others, has an archive of material
represenng the lives of the old refugee familiés the curator there can even tell you about
the time when an elderly visitor came back to the museum to look back at old photographs of
themselves taken during the early years after arriving in Greece and howvevb#igd in the
memories. Stories about settling and creating friendships and communities are shared by
citizens in oral history.

Todaydés refugees have been the focus of ex

during 2016. The first of these, heldtime Benaki museum, was a photographic exhibition,
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Children on the Moviewhich focused on refugee children and also showcased handmade items
and toys. This showed a different side to the crisis, bpgresenting refugee children, the
Benaki exhibition apealed to the sensitive side of the Athenian viewers. The vulnerability on
display challenged the stigma of the typical male adult pictured in the media and asked the
viewer to think again about the real victims of the refugee crisis (Benaki Z0i&)louney:

People on the Movenother photographic exhibitialsoheld in the Benaki museum, recorded

the migration from Turkey to Greece and on to the border to Europe. The object of this
exhibition was to make viewers aware of what is going on outsiddrtiregdiate area in terms

of the refugee crisis (Solidarity Now 2017; Benaki 2016a). Alongside the photographs were
pictures of their life back home that children had drawn, which added another human dimension
for viewers and encouraged their empathy wattugees.

Later that year, the Cycladic Museum hosted an exhibition of work by the-faonious
Chinese contemporary artist Ai WeiWei (Museum of Cycladic Art 2016). As well as a selection
of his bettetknown works, this displayed works done during or iregpioy his time spent with
refugees in Lesbos from late 2015 to early 2016. A thepghtoking feature of the exhibition
was a video message from Weiwei which is still available on the Cycladic M@seumime
platform2® In this he gives a firshand accont of conditions on Lesbos. He speaks of how you
can see how cut off these people are and thay arefocused purely on survival. (Weiwei
2016). The guide book to accompany the exhib
that boundaries are notagraphical but rather to do with the individamind and his hope
t hat by presenting refugees in the rawest wa
to their plight (Museum of Cycladic Art 2016; Guide Book).

Amongst the works which resultesdr om Wei Wei 6s t i mdphooen LesbD
Wallpaper a collage of over 12,000 images which the artist took on his mobile phone; this
occupied one room and a corridor. In comparison to other exhibitions which focus on travelling
or physical objects, Wei¥ portrayed the emotions of the refugees on Lesbos with photographs
of the everyday, people smiling but also people distraught. His work inspired by his time on
Lesbos is intended as a comment on the way that Europe seems to be abandoning its obligations
to refugees (Museum of Cycladic Art 2016; Guide Book).

This exhibition generated empathy for the refugee by forcing one to look at what is really
going on just on oneds doorstep. My personal
compelled tdook at each of the images iphone Wallpaperto recognise the individual in

16 And now also on YouTube (see Bibliography).
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each photograph, to try my hardest to understand what they were going through. However, |
also felt uncomfortable, an outsi debytleooki nc
fact that there were no refugees present, when there easily could have been.

6. A New Identity: A Transcultural Community?
As welOve seen, most major towns in Greece ha
its people is represented. Todthere are new people in Athens and a new story that needs to
be told. Having been provided with shelter and basic necessities, these communities are
becoming more permanent, occupying areas within the city centre, as they seek asylum. Athens
istakingstep t o represent their | ives by includir
product: heritage. I f being included in a ci
we must remember the role heritage plays in forming identity.

However, whathens is doing to help its refugee population find its identity can, | argue,
have an entirely different outcome. By moving away from promoting the historical importance
of Greek identity, Athens appears to be aiming to promote what Macdonald terms a
Otnrsacul t ur al i d & nhdomprisyng both thé ideBtity oflthe Z5reek community
and the varying identities of the refugee communities. Unlike a multicultural society, which
relates to, reflects or is adapted to different cultures, one of whidmseént, a transcultural
society involves, encompasses or extends across different cultures, none of which is dominant;
each culture has equal status with the others.

In her Museums, national, postnational, and transcultural identitMacdonaldargues
that the increase of globalisation and the e
national identity means that our own identity is now easier to change and merge with new ones
(2003: 56). However, she insists, this is not to suggedt tifa two identities merge to the
extent that they lose their individuality, rather the contrdmy;aim is to connect the matching
patterns that appear between the two histories and cultures, so that neither community feels that

its already establishedentity is compromised (200316 0 ) . As webve seen, i
i ndi vidual has a variety of Omasks?é, whi ch
(I b8fez 1990: 15) . I n a gl obal environment,

someone to build an identity that combines a diversity of identifications from different

countries; in this sense, 06t hebd20088B07s0n bet we
The aim is, then, to create for the refugees within Athens a new community evtables

them to have a degree of involvement with Athenians greater than they have at present.

Community building involves inclusion, a sharing of experiences, objects, and open
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conversation. As well as through a sharing of spaces, this can be actiieugth more
involvement with the refugee community rather thdar t h e m. Thi s require
involvement with the heritage sector, as has been already done in Berlin, where Syrian and Iraqi
refugees have been engaged to lead tours for immigrantsasth#ély can make cultural
connections between Germany and their country of origin (Oltermann 2016); refugees thus
directly involve themselves with rebuilding their identity.

6.1 Personal response
Not all the initiatives introduced by Athens have been @teceby Athenians and refugees in
equal measure. For example, since October 2016, Athens has been placing refugee children
within its mainstream schools for a special introductory education system with the aim of
quickly bringing them to a standard suchttkhey join Greek children. For those that are not
able to be placed in mainstream schools because of placement numbers there are alternative
education systems in place to ensure all children have access to the Gre@kndete
education system. The aisito bring 22,000 refugee children into mainstream schaoling

However, this scheme had a mixed reception when it was introduced. In some places, the
refugee children were welcomed on their first day with gifts of school books and sweets; in
others, panets prevented the children from entering for a variety of reasons: that the children
had not been vaccinated; that Greek schools are weseurced and already ovenowded;
that illegal immigrants should not have the benefit of state funded educatiopdzki &
Sideris 2017; Squires 2016; Strickland 2016). Conversely, it has not been taken advantage of
by all refugees: there are, says Strickland, many refugee parents who are reluctant to send their
children to Greek schools, because they hope to séderhere in Europe eventually, so they
see little point in the children learning Greek (Strickland 2016). However, some education in
the camps is being provided by volunteer support; individuals and groups come from across the
world to teach English andr€ek to both children and adults. This is important, as it will make

it easier for refugees to communicate with Greeks.

6.2 Assimilation
Assimilating two communities has happened before, although it has taken several decades.
Because of the way urban autiies responded to the influx of refugees in 1922, the
Mikrasiatestended to stay together in their own communities and, as we havessgad an
identity that was very separate from that of metropolitan Greeks, a situation that continued for

several dcades (James 2001: 23%; Hirschon 1998:1%6) and to some extent still exists today:
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| have met many Greeks, proud of their refugee history, who claim to be descended from
Mikrasiates

However, there are differencd%2 bhhetefugeesn t od
of 1922 had an intellectual affinity with cl
not; they therefore already had a shared heritage with the Greeks of Greece. The question of a
transcultural identity did not arise, theredo Furthermore, whereas the arrivals from Asia
Minor in 1922 were Greek Orthodox, most of those arriving today are from Syria and other
countries where the dominant religion is Islam. Both these factors could affect the ease with
whi ch t od a yll@ssimitate into ther @esv erwironment.

A consequence of the intellectual affinity modern Greeks have with classical Greek
civilisationist he commonly held assumption, still re
landscape, that Greek nattoes h a s b @endhe concbpt af antuninterrupted historical
continuation of the Greek state from antiquity to the present, as well as a homogeneous Greek
popul ation that remained stable throughout t
popupet i on movementsd6 (Bounia 2016: 230).

Whil st the concept of O6a homogeneous Greek
the yearsd might be fl awed, it is nonethel es
largely homogeneous country. Awding to the GLRC repo@Greece: State of Minoritiesnore
than 90% of Greeks identify themselves as Greek Orthodox, and the official position of the
government is that there are no ethnic or linguistic minorities in Greece other than the Muslim
minority in Western Thrace (GLRC 2012: ¥)Historically, Muslims in Greece have suffered
discrimination, and the Roma, whom Greece counts among its Muslim minority, have been
subjected to forced evictions (GLRC 2012: passim).

A tight societal identity places elated levels of pressure on the incomer to conform to
community roles, values and norms (Carducci 2009). The assumption of ethnic homogeneity is
challenged by the present influx of immigrants, and, as a result, conflict can arise between the
city and new communities and emerging identities which do not match its own. The popularity
of Golden Dawn which is opposed to any immigration by Muslims, particularly illegal
immigration by refugees and whose supporters have been accused of acts of violence and hate

crimes against immigrants must, therefore, not be overlotked.

17 1t is beyond the scope of this article to explain the presence in GreeceMfihiisn minority, which amounts

to almost 100,000 people, of which 50% or more are of Turkish origin, 35% Pomak (speakers of a Slavic dialect),

and the rest Roma, also known as Sinti or Tsigani (GLRC 2012: 7).

18 An example of this opposition to immigrati by Muslim refugees occurred in April 2016 wi@olden Dawn
supporters clashed with people protesting against th

56



Volumes 9 & 10, WINTER 2018/19
BORDERS & REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST

On the other hand, Greeks ar e, as | 6ve sa
demonstrated by the people of Athens, who have come out to welcome the refugees now settled
within the city and in the nearby camps. Weekly food drives are held wettige of the city
for the homeless and refugees, charity is paramount, and donations are giverAmften.

il lustration of Atheniansd i nhhaMeseus &Vithewe of h
aHomed An Exhibition of Hospitality, an event held Athens in November 2016 and created

by Oxfam and the Greek section of Amnesty International to acknowledge the solidarity of
Greek people towards refugees. It showcased a selection of everyday items, from kettles to toys,
that had been donated by Athersaby displaying them at Athens' heritage sites and other
locations, together with personal testimonies from both those who donated an object and those
who received it (Oxfam 2016/istiaen2018)*°

6.3 Sharing of Space

Promoting the sharing of spaces bwtstrikingly different communities ensures that they mix:
in this way friendships are formed, experiences are shared, and new identities are made. Social
inclusion is key to community building within all sites and encourages a sense of belonging.

| have ateady commented on the physical divide between the refugee communities and
other people living in Athens and the neighbouring towns. In the long termsshewill be
partially resolvedas refugees are slowly removed from the camps and resettled writiain
areas; eventually the camps will close. The biggest challenge, however, is how to remove
refugees from the camps and diketommuniges arnnetm i n
created, as this will perpetuate the divide. This will not be e&tfyns and the neighbouring
towns in this part of Attica (Piraeus, Elefsina and Elliniko) have suffered from the uncontrolled

way they expanded to accommodate the one million refugees who arrived in 1922.

6.4 Representation
Although the exhibitions and @os have been successful, they have in no way reached the
refugees in Athens as a whole. An explanation for this is the fact that heritage professionals
involve themselves very little with the new communities, so that museums and heritage sites
are actingas a servicéor refugees rather thamith them; even on the web page which gives

details of the museumbs future programme of

refugees to Turkey, as required resume by theltdkkey Agreement (Smith & Kingsley 28). These had been

suspended in response to claims by refugees that it would not be safe for them to be returned to Turkey.

19 Since then, the 'pepp museum' has travelled to other locations (Positive.News 201817, the Athens

exhibition received wo Gol d ERMI S awards from Greeceds most pr e
body (Oxfam 2017).
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Furthermore, the conclusions reached by Dodd and others that mugeigally fail to cater
for people with disability because there is a lack of understanding and training (Dodd et al 2013)
can, arguably, be as equally applied to other minority groups, including refugees.

It is therefore important to get more refugeesaritage spaces in Athens and for Athenians
to see refugebased exhibitions. This way, the gap between the Greek and the new
communities can be bridged through a common use of space. By utilising and reshaping already
well-established national museum ealions to represent more communitias well as by
working to introduce refugees to Greek heritafgdnens can work towards helping refugee to
recover a positive personal identity

These failures and aims are being addressed by a series of workshapseardy the
International Committee for the Collections and Activities of Museums of Cities (CAMOC) in
partnership with the Commonwealth Association of Museums (CAM) and the International
Committee for Regional Museums (ICR) and with support from therriational Council of
Museums (ICOM) as part of a project entitlédch)migration and Arrival Citieg2017) to
explore the roles that museums have in collecting, presenting and collaborating in the processes
whereby oO6(i m) migr ant s reanakihg mew forens of urbagismplangu | at i
cities and their citizens are adjusting to t
these was held in Athens in February 2816.

This project aims to set up a web platform on which municipal authorittesthar bodies
dealing with migrationas well as museums and museum professipoatsshare knowledge
and experiences amtomote discussios on ethical and meaningful ways of engaging with
Onew urban dynamics and -|dalece fArvreirwsael r@iatliidd &
2017); in other words, how to present new communities to the already existing ones by working
on this transcultural representation. This will primarily encourage museums to involve migrant
communities in playinga partinretelig at f i rst hand the narrati v
overarching goal is representation. Representation is important to not only the development of
a sense of identity but also the feeling of belonging. How can a person feel welcome in a cultural
and societal landscape in which they are not being represented?

Further more, although temporary exhibitior

narrative to Athenians, the number of visitors to them is limited to the length of time that the

22 The term O6Arrival Citiesdo is bdmvalcCitye How fthe bammesDoug Sa
Migration in History is Reshaping Our Wor{tlondon: William Heinemann). One of the keynote speakers was

the ceordinator of the Hop&low school at Skaramagés, and papers were presented on offering formal state
education to the children living in refugee camps in Athens and NGOs working with taigratior refugees in

Athens.
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exhibition is open. This drawback would overcome by a museum of migration, and there have
been discussions about establishing one in Piraeus, the port where immigrants traditionally
arrive and settle, but, says Bou230)aowerehese 0O
bearing in mind the contrast bet ween At heni
experienced by those who arrived in the 1920s, it is important that care is taken not to allow
what Macdonald call s a 068 2l2)lleatheriwverds, rathermhars i a 6
di smissing a difficult past, the aim shoul d

everybody treats the situation as one of learning (Vos 2011: 225; cited Macdonald 2013: 212).

Conclusion

| began by outlininggome similarities between the recent influx of several thousand refugees
into Greece with the arrival of tidikrasiatesin 1922. | then explored the concept of heritage,

its relevance to the concept of personal identity and its potential as a mean®roiges
personal identity that has been damaged by the enforced displacement of the individual from
one culture and resettlement in another, especially when the new environment has a strong sense
of heritage and natieness. This led to a discussion ofrgaunity building, the task of creating

a sense of community in people living in the same locality where none yet exists and of the role
heritage can play in this through representation. The steps which Athens has been taking
towards community building willl argue, result in a transcultural community.

Ultimately the success of this venture depends on willingness and involvement from both
the Athenian and the refugee communities. Many Athenians admit that Athens itself is not yet
a multicultural (as opposéo transcultural) centre (Bounia 2016: 239), so the transition from a
monocultural identity to a transcultural one will take time. Refugees arrive with their already
established natieness which is at odds with the culture and heritage by which they are
surrounded. Helping them to acquire a traational identity is a delicate task, as the last thing
that one wants is to do is erase their past by bulldozing their narratives, a large part of which is
centred on their travelling and the horrors they renaured since leaving their own countries.
Their narratives include much o&6difficultdé he

Whilst what Athens has offered to achieve a transcultural new identity for both the migrants
and for Athens can be accepted, it i$ @ough simply to say that Athenians and refugees are
now one community. Unless refugees feel that what they have gone and are still going through
is understood, they will still feel excluded; this risks losing interaction with refugee
communities. Theihelp is needed, so the focus needs to be on what they are lacking and want
to see in their heritage, so that their nat@ss is affirmed.
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The aim is to create a new community for the refugees within Athens, a community that
will both offer them a bettestandard of living and allow them more involvement with their
Athenian neighbours. Community building involves inclusion, a sharing of experiences,
objects, and open conversation. This can be achieved through a sharing of spaces and more
involvementwith the refugee community rather than just providimigthem.

As webdbve seen, Athens has, as a first step,
exhibition and advocacy work, so that refugees can picture themselves within the Greek
landscape and @ to connect to ideas of Greek natioess. The next step has been to build
upon the refugeesd own personal identity, da
heritage to encourage in refugees a sense of a more positive personal identhgt docuses
on hospitality, understanding, and shared experiences.

The hope is that the crisis which brought refugees and Athenians together will, one day, be
|l ooked on as part of Athensdé heritageonand r e
now is, with examples of how the Athenians used charity to welcome the refugees, of the
community made efforts to house them, and of muskeelah events to represent them. Only
when this happens will there be a transcultural identity which is sharédheynians and
refugees alike, an identity based on the refugee crisis, a phenomenon which each group has
experienced differently, but which is ultimately the same; there wéldmmmunityp c onc ei v e d
as a deep, horizontal dcoexpldeisthatpidbgn atnlyatdoi ma
notwithstanding (Anderso2006 50).
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WI adi mir Kami ner and Jewish identit
Joseph Cronin
Queen Mary University of London

Abstract
Wladimir Kaminer ha®ecome something of a postawy for thed<ontingentfliichtlinge

[ Quot a Ref ugees] 6Jewsfromethe foamernSoveetpUnibmvhe d t o
immigratedto Germany between 1990 and 2086 a result of a decision made first by the GDR
and then adopted bydhreunified Federal Republic. Kaminer writes little about his Jewishness
in his work, but in his first book,Russendiskg2000), he discusses the Jewish identity of
Russiarspeaking Jews living in Germg, viewed through the lens Bfultikulti [multicultural]
Berlin. Kaminerdepicts hem as just another of Geagsaoth,ny ods ¢
nothing special. GivehothGer many 6s past and the reasons of
for all owing these Jews t o sepniog isardeubtadpy t he
controversial. Thigrticleinvestigate how and whyKamineradoptshis position. ltexamine
the premigration experiences ofews from the former Soviet Union, which include:
antisemitism, attitudes towards religion and disce@atsout the Holocaust in the Soviet Union,
as well as the experiences (more unique to Kaminer) of Berlin in the ,119@0kseyday of
multicultural optimism. Although Kaminer &n unusual case study who deliberately subverts
t he reader 06s s @entityepoliticathis adicleaimotd shdwithat his writings on
RussiarspeakingJews,while highly subjective, have a wider application than might first
appear.

Keywords: Kaminer, Jews, Germany, Soviet Unionantisemitism, immigration,
multiculturalism

o

aéb

Im Sommer 1990 breitete sich in Moskau ein Gerucht aus: Honecker nimmt Juden aus der
Sowijetunion auf, als eine Art Wiedergutmachung dafur, dass die DDR sich nie an den deutschen
Zahlungen fur Israel beteiligte [ €] Es s plrharanh allsiussten Bescleid,eaulRer
Honecker vielleicht(Kaminer 2000a9)

[In the summer of 1990, a rumour was doing the rounds in Moscow: Honecker was taking Jews

from the Soviet Union, by way of a kgpad of compen
its share of the German payments to Israel. [é] Wo
maybe Honecke(Kaminer 2002b: 13)]
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So begins WIadi mir KRussemdskfRussianbDéseta soblection ng b o
of autofictional stories ofBerlin life in the 1990sThe stories should not be read as
historically accurate texts, nor are they intended as. $tathinstance, in the abogeotation

the reference t&rich Honecker is factually incorredtdonecker had been ousted as leader of
theGDR in late 1989%9and itwas infactLbhar de Mazi r e @smctegthe er n me
policy Kaminer describeBut Kami ner i s describing a o6r umc
been a much more widely known figure in the Soviet Union. In typical style, Kaimints the

inaccuracy to the readér 6 Ever yone knew, e X dRaigsdn inmMBarfpnb e  Ho
[Russians in Berlinh 6he openingchapter ofRussendiskdrom which this extract is taken,

relatesKk a mi n e r 0 gmigntens®ry butalso providesan introduction to an important
development in theostwar history of Jews in Germany. Over 200,000 Jews have emigrated

from the former Soviet Union to Germasynce 199QBundesministeriun2011 109) After

the first minsterial conferencen the newlyreunified Federal Republic of Germany in 1991,

these immigrants were officially known &®ntingentfliichtlinge[Quota Refugeek! The

migration of these Russigpeakinglews fundamentally changed the composition and outlook

of the Jewish pogation in Germany, on the one hand reviving many communities whose
memberships were on the decline,lart the other hand, creating tensions and problems of
coexistence with established Jefksown as the\lteingesessendld-established])iving in

Germany.?

Wladimir Kaminer was born iMoscow in1967 to a Jewish family and emigrated in July
199Qone of the first of a cohort that has bee
to Germany from the USSR migration that began in 1990dalasted ¢fficially) until 2006,
when the federal government passed new legislation ending the special status of the
Kontingentfliichtlingd K a mi nhéogrépby appears to be a relatively straightforward, if
idiosyncratic, success story. He studied dramaturgyraimtet as a sound engineer in Russia,

then, after moving to Germany, published stories in the German language in several newspapers

1 will wuse t-dpeakingleer wisintiggBiiflgchtinggn and 6Jews from the for.
interchangeably. All appear in théeliature on this topic, however the latter is most accurate, as these Jews were,
in the main, notFlichtlinge [refugee} and came from various €Xoviet republics, particularly Ukraingend
Russiaas well ad atvia, Lithuania, Belarus, and others.

2 By edablished Jews | mean those who had settled in Germany after the war, many of whom were Eastern
European Jews who had survived the Holocaust, and their descendants.

3 According to Yfaat Weiss and Lena Goreg#012: 383 84), the first wave came after tB®lshevik revolution,

the second during the Second World War and the Nazi occupatidrihe third during the 1970s.

4 The new regulations made entry dependent on three criteria: linguistic (that immigrants could demonstrate a
basic knowledge of the Gean language), religious (that they would be qualified to join a Jewish community),
and economic (that they could prove that they would be able to support themgewegfly in Germany). This
reducedhe number of immigrant® aproximately 1000 per y& (Weiss andsorelik 2012:418).
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and magazines. At the same time, hdamded the now famou’ussen Diskat the Kaffee
Burger in Berln. He is married to Russian, has two children and lives what he rilesd in
aninterview (2000b: 23)aséin ziemlich spieRblrgerliches Lebfnpretty dull middleclass
life] .6

This articl e Russéntiskas both sskibgeativenlieenargase study ands
a springboard for broader discussion of the fourth wave of Rudsiaish immigration to
Ger many. It wi || i nvestigate how Kamineros
Kontingentflichtlingas detemined partly by literary devices and also by thpe and st
migration experiences. Theselude: antisemitism in the former Soviet Union, difficulties with
i ntegration into Ger many 6remestabhghed JewsandGermany i t i e
concerning religious knowledge and attitudes towards the Holocaust, and some Russian
speakingl e ws 6 e xg kving stdeby-side with other ethnic minority groups in an
ostensibly multicultural society.

The first chapter oRussendiskis a rare excepin for Kaminern the sense that he writes
explicitly about his Jewish identitpomething that features hardly at all in the rest of his work.
One of the few other examples where Kaminer discusses his Jewishness is in his contribution
to So einfach war as[It was that simplg a collection ohonfictional accountabout growing
up Jewish in Germany after 1945. Here, Kaminer focuses not on his experiences in Germany
but on the day he received his Soviet passport at the age of sixteen:

Meine Klassenkameden wollten unbedingt meinen Pass sehen. Ich driickte mich, weil darin
gleichnebendemFotont er der Rubr i dand\Einsolanas Bdkunterdt konnfed u d e 0

mir keine zusétzliche Autoritat verschaffen. Aber die bléde Lehrerin bestand darauf lt&ir sol

unsere Pise wunbedi ngt Kamimerawilldsghl niclat eausgsem er hdi einen

J u d e n pchrie sihedder Schiler. Die ganze Kldsshte, alle wollten auf einmal nur noch

meinen Pass sehen. Die Lehrerin murmelte irgendetwas Uber denafiotealismus des

sowj etischen B¢rgers. Das war f¢gr mich ein schwac
die ich aus diesem Unterricht mit nach Hause nahm, war: Ich bin in einem Gastland
aufgewachsen, gehdre nicht ganz hierher und muss meinen PasMaglichkeit geheim

halten.(Kaminer 2002: 57i 58)

[My classmateeallywant ed to see my passport. But | couldnbd
to the photo, under the heading for nationality, ¢
give meany extra authority. But the stupid teacher insisted that we show our passports to each

other. 60Kaminer doesné6to lwads ¢got ia e Boud gnepfa snsed ft

the students. The whole class laughed; now everybody wanted to see my passport. The teacher

mumbled something about the internationalism of the Soviet citizen. That was little consolation

for me.[ é An important lifelesson | took homefm t hi s cl ass was: |l 6ve gr owt
country, I d o n,and | nqust keepemy pbasdpata gecrét & at all pos¥ible.

Antisemitism in the former Soviet Union, which Kaminer touches on here, was a

significant motivation for many Jewis emigrate in the early 1990%.combination of political

S Translations from German are the authoros unless ot |
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upheaval and econuc instability in the wake ofca mmuni smés col |l apse | ed
antiSemitic sentiment in the media and in public opinion in the former Soviet states. Although
violent dtacks against Jews ultimately did not take place (the victims turned out to be African
students, East Asians and nationals of the Asiatic repyliesss and Gorelik 2012: 390}he

threat of violencea threat with a dense historical legacy incorpaappogromsa nd St al i n o
persecution of the Jewsas keenly felt by Jews living in the former USSR. Kaminer does not
mention this in the context of his,6Busangns
B e r | ioffeds aréfracted, multivalet depiction othow antisemitism operated in the Soviet

Union.

Kaminerdos father, we aor enentberghig of théh @odhmumiste n a
party four times, entry into which would have enabled him to progress to manager of his
planning departmentyhich, in turn, would havearned him an extra thidfyve roublesa year
However, every time his father made a fresh attempt to join the, paptycess in which he
0trank mit den Aktivisten |iterweisamTld®edka |
[drank vodka by the litre together with Party activigiad sweated to death with them in the

saung e was told:

AWir sch?2&tzen dich sehr, Vi kt or , Widhatterbdick t fée¢r i mme
auch gerne in die Partei aufgenomm@dber du weil3t doch selbst, du bist Jude und kannst
jederzeit nach Israel abhawdiKaminer 2000a: 1i0L1).

[fwWe really like you, ViktpéWe&oulbaee olurkddstoom Ipav
in the Party. But you know yourself that youdre a
(Kaminer 2002b: 14)].

Casual antisemitism appears to be at the root of this attitude, yet elsewhere in the story,
Kaminerplayfuly subverts t he r eadSemi@Sovietbquepoliticandi o n s

of Jewish victim status within iHe writes:

Normalerweise versuchten die meisten in der Sowjetunion ihre jiudischen Vorfahren zu
verleugnen, nur mit einem sauberen Pass leomatn auf eine Karriere hoffen. Die Ursache dafur
war nicht der Antisemitismus, sondern einfach die Tatsache, dass jeder mehr oder weniger
verantwortungsvolle Posten mit einer Mitgliedschaft in der Kommunistischen Partei verbunden
war.Und Juden hatte mamgern in der Part¢Kaminer 2000a: 9)

[Normally most people in the Soviet Union tried to cover up any Jewish forebears they had,

because you only had hopes of a career i f your pa
lay not in antiSemitism busimply in the fact that every position that carried any responsibility

at all required membership of the Communist Party. And nobody really wanted Jews in the Party

(Kaminer 2002b: 18.

Here Kaminer inserts a logical fallacy to disrupt the narrativeiak not antisemitism that
t hwarted Jewsd career prospects in the Sovi

members of the Communist party. The reader is still considering this posgbitiig Jews
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simply not wish to join the Communist party? when Kaminer adds, as if by way of
explanation: O0[a]l]nd nobody really wanted Jew
be interpreted as Kaminerds attempt to intr
attitudes towards Jews in the aradst, internationalist Soviet Union.

Jews from the former Soviet idm were initially allowed tanigrate to the GDR when the
first freely-electedvVolkskamme[P e o p | e 0 5| deCided tminigate a partial reorientation
of t he GDROs r e lmantpast dews wepe thereforet afiosved Goeenter East
Germany ostensibly as a form of bela®adergutmachunggompensatiol both for the Nazi
crimes and also for reparations thiaé GDR had neveraid. However, it was no coincidence
that the GDR granteithis immigration right at the same time that it was trying to open its export
markets to Israel and the US, not to mention its attempts to gain diplomatic recognition from
the State of | srael , whi c h arstof afreered Geimany.c o u |l d
Following reunification,in October 1990the Federal Republic at first halted the immigration
process before reinstating it in January 1991 under new regulations. The policy was again touted
as a form of ongoinyViedergutmachuntp Jews however, this time the unstated motive was
the desire to n@ve Jewish life in German§ potentially even to restablish a German Jewry
comparable to the one that had existed before the Nazis came to power. However, it seemed
that nobody had thought to consider who these Jews were, and whether they woulch@e willi
or even capable of carrying out the task that had been set for them.

It turned out that the Jewish immigrants had very littleommon with the Jews whived
in Germanybefore 1933This was due to the way they were saos@él in the Soviet Union. For
one thing, the Soviet Union defined Jewishness not as a religion but as a nationality, which was
recorded on the fifthlinef a per s on 6 slewp theyedopedended to \Bdbairi e t
Jewish identity in national athnic terms, which was reinfote by t he Sowi et Un
religious policies. These policies meant that Russ@eakinglews often knew very little about
Jewish religious practicéschoeps, Jasper & Vogt 1996: 148)nd t he oO6nati onal ¢
classification led to considerable pleims when it came to the Russigpeaking e ws 0
i nt egr at i on JidischedGengemadddewishyc@rsnunitigs

The Jewish communities, being fundamentally religious asgaans, defined Jewishness
according to théalacha(the part of the Talmud thaontains rules of conduct for Jévesnd
the halachastipulates that to be Jewish, one must be born to a Jewish mother. The Soviet
classification system, however, ran as follows: if you were born to two Jewish parents, you had

no choi ce r etgiaarda Iniéatiocy smlueeyeodewiah. However, if only one of
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your parents was Jewish, you could choose wh
The consequence was that some people with one Jewish parent and -Jeevisbnparent
wouldtaket he Jewi sh O nat imakiggltherh Jewish infSovietreyes but nétat h e
under thenalacha while others with a Jewish mother and a-dewish father would take their
fatherdéds o6énationalityo, meani ngt, orhtdedst nowhi | e
officially, considered Jewish in the Soviet Union.
After arriving in Germany, Jews from the former Soviet Union were encouraged to register
with their local Jewish community. Many of them discovered at this point that they were not
consdered Jewish enough foin, a scenario presented by Lena Gord@005), another
RussiarJewish writero f t h e ¢ f io ler shdit stergere Grinblum, Sie sind kein
Jude![Mr. Grinblum, you are not a Jeyd A sad irony of this was that peopleawh 6 onl yé ha
Jewish fathers (and wereuth not considered Jewish by the communijtiesnetheless had
Jewish last names, which meant that they often bore the brunt of Satisgmitism.The
situation was complicated because the Jewish institutions imadgt run under religious
principles, had little interest in accommodating +atachic Jewsln a 2001 interview with
Der Spiegelthe then President of t@entralrat der Juden in Deutschlaf@entral Council of
Jews in GermarjyPaul Spiegel, commentedn den letzten Jahren sind 30 000 Mensahen
gegen unseren Rad hier aufgenommen worden, die nach unserem halachischen
Religionsgesetz keine wirklichen Juden sifid. recent years, this country has accepéed
against our advicé 30,000 people who are not real Jews according to our halachic religious
law]6 (Spiegel 2001: 19)Research into this phenomenbwy Yinon Cohen and Irena Kogan
suggestshat as many as fiftgercent of th&ontingentflichtlingaverenot halachically Jewis
(2005:2550 meani ng that Paul Spiegel 6s estimati on
Therewas also &alschungsdebattielebate about forged documernitsthe German press
in the 1990s. This concerned nRdewish Russians who had allegedly bought a Jewis
Onati onal ity rdentogdaiheniryrintogGarmaieroen Doomernik estmated
in a 1997 sidy that as many as twergrcent of thé&ontingentflichtlingdad fabricated their
Jewish identityDoomernik 1997: 83)However, in the abseawf more recent studies, it is
difficult to be certain of the accuracy of this figukaminer considers this phenomenon only
in terms of its ironic quality, noting that formerly people had used the same means to rid
themselves of their stigmsedJ e wi & hi @ m Bie Judlen, @ie friber an die Miliz Geld
zahlten, um das Wort Jude aus ihrem Pass entfernen zu lassen, fingen an, fur das Gegentell

Geld auszugebeplews who had formerly pajthe policét o have the word AJce
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from their pasports now started shelling out to have it pidin ( Kami ner 2000a: 1
2002b: 14)In some cases, the incoming Russspeaking e ws 6 | ack of rel i gi
knowledge was misinterpreted as an indication that they were not Jewishratath Ru s si ans

Berl ind, Kaminer describes the following enc

In KdIn, zum Beispiel, wurde der Rabbiner der Synagoge beauftragt, durch eine Prifung
festzustellen, wie j¢gdisch diese neuen Juden wir kil
was Jude zu Ostern esserniiGurkero, sagte die DamejGurken und OsterkuchénfiwWie

kommen Sie denn auf Gurken?egte sich der Rebbe auifAch ja, ich weil} jetzt, was Sie

meinem, strahlte die Damdwir Juden essen zu Ostern MaizBNa gut, wenn man es ganz

genau nimmt, essen die Juden das ganze Jahr Uber Matze, und auch mal zu Ostern. Aber wissen

Sie Uberhaupt, was Matze igtragte der RebbéAber sicher doo, freute sich die Fraidas

sind doch diese Kekse, die nach altem Rezept aus dem Blut von KélEnkigebacken werdén

Der Rebbe fiel in OhnmachtiKaminer 2000a: 14)

[In Cologne, for example, the rabbi at the synagogue was asked to assess just how Jewish these

new Jewsreallywer. € The r abbi asked one | ady wdadt Jews at e
the | ady, Afgherkins and Easter cakeo. iwhat makes
rabbi, agitated. ioh, right, now | know what you
we Jews eat matzoso. i We | | is that Jewsreat maizosuialjylear t he f act
round, and that means they eat them at Easter toc
actually know what matzos are?06 AOf course | doo,
biscuits baked to an ancientrecipe wi t h t he bl ood of 1little childrert

away.(Kaminer 2002b: 17)

Here, as elsewhere in his work, Kaminer relates a story which begins in historical reality
(Jewish communitiesd e-$olietdetvs, mouats id ridiculoeseessd 1 n c
and ends with a punch 1| i ne w$dpexiwhiatdthesamat es t
time bringing it back to a historical truth (the prevalence of a classieSamtiitic trope, the
blood libel, in the Soviet Union). Kaminer does not even provide a resolution to thé story
i.e. was the woman actually Jewish? not because she seffvi dent | y wasnodot , k
keeping with the theme of ambiguity running through his work and, indeed, with the findings
of historical research, because it is entirely possible that even a person born to Jewish parents
in the USSR cdd have so little knowledge of Jewish history, religion and culture that they
would innocently repeat arBemitic rhetoric such as this.

While the relationship between RussipeakingJews and thdewish communities in
Germany wasindoubtedlyfractious,it was only one aspect of their overall integration into
German socigt The Russiafdewish populatiom Germany is dwarfed by that of the-called
Spéataussiedlefliterally: late emigrarjt ethnic Germanfrom the former Soviet Uniowho
were also allowd to immigrate following th&vendd t h e 0 ¢ h1889)gmrd vhoprunder
approximately two million people. As one might expect for such a large community, certain
alternative networks and institutional structures have develop&herefore, if

Kontingerifliichtlinge wereunable to register with their local Jewish community, it would not
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be surprising i f they o6fel]l backdéd into the a
Even those who were able to register with a Jewish community did natsaebe find the
integration process any easier. As Judith Kessler, who worked with the Jewish community in
Berlin, has described, RusstapeakingJews often hadinrealisticexpectations of what the
Jewish communities could do for them, in terms of fim@nsupport and finding them jobs.
This she attributetl 0 t he conti nuat i pcharaotdseddy abdd€pendeneet me n
on authority, indifference to public affairs, and reliance on informal netw2aas3: 137) Add
thisto the factthatqualdiat i ons from the former Soviet Uni
advanced capitalist society, plus the difficulties entailed in language acquisitiwhit is
hardlysurprising that, despite the highoportion of Russiaspeakinglews witha university-
level education(Schoeps, Jasper & Vogt 19962), a micro censusrom the year 2000
estimated that 50.percentof them were unemployeCohen & Kogan 2005261 62).
However, this statistic is a little misleading when one considers that, at thisrptime, 27
percenof the immigrantsvere over sixty years of ag&¢relik 2007: 21).

As previouslystated, Kaminer mentions his Jewishness only rarely in his writing, and when
he does it is usually for comical effect &mdostensiblyto downplay the significance of

Russiarspeakinglews in Germanyl ake this quote frondRussians in Berlia

@ie russschen Juden der flinftéWelle zu Beginn der Neunzigerjahre konnte man weder durch
ihren Glauben noch durch ihr Aussehen von der restlichen Bevolkemtegschealen. Sie
konnten Christen oder Moslems oder gar Atheisten sein, blond, rot oder schw&tzpsidbder
Hakennase. Ihr einziges Merkmal bestand darin, dass sie laut ihres Passes Judégtdmefien
2000a: 13).

[The Russian Jews of the fifth wave in the early Nineties were indistinguishable from the rest of
the German population by their creed loy their appearance. They might be Christians or
Muslims or even atheists; they might be blond;hedds or darkhaired; their noses might be

shub or hooked. Their sole distinguishing feature was that, according to their passports, they
were Jews(Kaminer 2002b: 16}.

Kaminer is stating here that Russigmeakinglews are essentially no differdram any other
ethnic minority group or evefrom the restof the German population.his becomesa
subversive positiomnly when one considetbe recent history of Jews in Germamyhich
determinedthe German governménts d e c i s i them int officidllynas iatfoem of
compensation and unofficially in order to fill an absence. Either way, the Risgsaking

Jews ar e Vi eweciegty ds yighly Bignificanh &ahy doeskKaminertake this

6 In 1998 only fifteen percentof Jewish quota refugeese port ed O6godédé&nowl édgeyofoGe
language (Dietz 200@48).

" Kaminerodos calculation of the 06wa frammghé one famJolowingsh e mi g
Specifically, he inserts dissident migration of the 1960s as a separate cohort.
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position? There are two possible explanatjotise first has to do with differing attitudes
towards the Holocaust between Russspeakingand established Jews in Germany and the
second with the ore recent phenomenon of multiculturalism, experienced-Hastl by
Kaminer in 1990s Berlin.

Regarding the first explanation, it is possible that Kamisgaresenting the views of a
cohort whichdid not perceivethe Holocaust in such stark termsdid established Jews in
Germany, many of whom are, or are descended from, former concentration camp inmates, and
who as such view the Holocaust as a great trauma. Jews who lived in the Soviet Union, on the
other hand, teretito view the Holocaust iquite a diferent light,based partly on experience
and partly on the particulanarrative propagated lihe Soviet authorities. According to an
empirical study conducted in 1993, only 9.3 percent of the Rusprakinglews questioned
said that the Holocauktdaffected their attitude towards Germany and the Gerif&stweps,
Jasper & Vogt 19967 68). Such a statistic cannot be explained by experience alone, because
while the losses suffered [8ovietJews in the Holocaust were proportionately less than for
otherEuropean Jews, their losses were nonetheless substantial. Therefore, the most important
factor in determining their attitude towards the Holocaust was the way in which thet Sov
government taught (or rather, did neach) its citizens to think about Tthe government line
was simply that the Holocaust was not a sig
Pat r i o ftheterm\ida thedconflict that the Soviet Union fought against Nazi Germany
between 1941 and 19%58Nhile the central discursivessumption in the stern world is that
the Holocaust was a singular event, the deaths in which have a particular meaning and as such
differ from other wartime deaths, this was not the case under Soviet communism. The Soviet
government from Stalin to Gasbhev did not consider deaths in the Holocaust to be
qualitatively differenfromc i vi | i an deat hs, or sol diersdé de:
the Holoaust only affected Sovietews slightly less than it did other European Jews, the
survivors and kildren of the survivors who lived in the Soviet Union did not see their suffering
or losses in the Holocaust as historically significant. And while Kansngrobably well aware
of Soviet reluctance to confrotite Holocaust, this does not change the flaat he does not
write about it at all in his workwhich would imply that it did not play a significant role in

shaping his Jewish identity.

8 Aside from literary motivationsaminer mightepresenting aarrator who maintains an ironic distance from

the prevailing identity discose in Germay

9 Withonesmallexception | n t he st ory O[RkEveradgy Liteiofra @erk okriasninewe r k s
describes how his artist friend, Sergei N., createsculpturavh i ch he unsucc eansgfoRehl y ent
Wetthewerb fiir das Holocauflenkmal fhe big competition for a Holocaust memoyiadl . t sollté den
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However, perhaps the more prominent reason for Kaminer downplaying the significance
of Russiarspeakinglewsin Germanyis his experience of Berlin in the 199sthe heyday of
Multikulti [multicultural] optimism. In the storp Ge s ¢ h 2 f t BusigessiCamouaflaped [

for exampl e, Kaminer discovers that the 06Tu
Bulgarians t he o6l taliansé in the Italian restaut
restaurant are really Vietnames-@&meridatbariso | ndi &

run by a BelgianKaminer remarks thaéNichts ist hier echt, jedést er selbst und gleichzeitig

ein anderer[Nothing is the real thing here, everyone is at the same time himself and someone
else] @<aminer 2000a: 98; Kaminer 2002b: 88amine s n ahenefareé rejects the idea

of Oaut hent i c dnstead seéingxhendas trathgent tand tcdnsasitly in flux. This

places him in proximityo the theories of postcolonial scholars such as Homi Bhil&es)

and Stuart Hal(1990) But whereas these two theorists are writing in a classic postcolonial
context(migration from former British colonies), Kaminer writes from the standpoint of a
RussiarJewish immigrant to Germany, which has little in the way of theoretical discussion
surrounding it. Oliver Lubrict{2003)has devoted a whole article to the questibwloether
Russiarspeakingl e ws can be ¢ ons iutvhiteehecontgpts of hybralityoni al
and multiple identities wereriginally developed to deal with the phenomenon of postcolonial
displacementheyare not necessarily confined to that eomt t . Kaminer s writ.i
that all I mmi grants in Germany inhabit some
cultures, even though in most cases their imatign has nothing to do witlgolonial
experienceMoreover, Kaminer rejects thepecificity of any form of ethnic identification in

Ger many, as demonstrated in the f i[SuBrymansent en
and Salierjo :

So gibt eine Mediendebatte ganz nebenbei vielen Menschen die Chance, sich neu zu sehen, nicht
als Tiirke oder Russe oder Athiopier, sondern als ein Teil der groRRen Auslandergemeinschaft in
Deutschland, und das ist irgendwie {@bminer 2000a: 74)

[And so a debate in the media can afford a great many people the opportunity to see each other
in a newlight, not as Turks or Russians or Ethiopians but as part of the larger community of
foreigners in Germany. There is something wonderful abou{ilaisiiner 2002b: 69).]

There has, as yet, beenlittle schblgr di scussi on Thi§ maflzerdatmaer 6 s w

perception toéhalti tietr aitsurdéep o pwhliacrh , whet her tru

konzentrierten Schme der Menschheit symbolisierewds supposed to symbolise all the pairhomanity in

concentrated forin &anfiner2000a:47; Kaminer2002b:45i 46). After being rejected, it goes through several

i ncarnations, being exhibited at an eroti cThisstborgai r bef c
could be read as metaphor for the necessarily arbitrary and constructed nature of any attempt to represent the
unrepresentable, but it isore likely that Kaminer is simply making comedy out of the vaguemdss hi s fr i end
modern artwork.
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cultural importance. @e of the few scholars to engage with, and perhaps the only one to
criticise , K a mvritarly pedana, is Sander Gilman, wiohis bookMulticulturalism and
the Jews(2006: 216) argues that Kaminer downplays his Jewishness angs plp his
Rus si anne His Gdanean audienee wants happy memories oRties s i aand,past 6,
we are led to assume, not unhappy memories of the Jewishdpagby memories of the
Ru s s i aisia cpriauxhoite of phrase given what happened in the Second World War, but
Gilman isnonethelessorrectto assert that Kaminer writes far moreabhis Russian identity
than about his Jewish idetytiHowever, the argument that he does thiappease or pander to
his German audience is more contentaus d b ased, I believe, on a
authorial intentions. His purpose is notajopease but rather to reclaim and refashion a space
for RussiarJewish identity that is not determined solely by German e)yexiet perceptions.

Wladimir Kaminer has become the pogberyy for the JewishKontingentflichtlinge
although his experiencesrt at least the way he recounts them, are not representative of his
cohort. This is perhaps a deliberate strateg
of the Russiatspeaking Jewish diaspora (concerning the Holocaust, for example) and disrupts
it by taking a faceof it to a ludicraus extreme, or by portraying the exact opposite of what the
reader expects. In doing this he makes the experience of beiSgyext) Jewish in Germany
a performative act. Kaminer is not beholden to the {jfdgvietnor to the German narrative
about him and his fellow immigrants but rather creates his own, which draws on both but
subverts them in startling and often humorous waksre is something unburdened about his
self-positioning as a Russialew (emphasis dRussian) irMultikulti Germany, which has been
countered indirectly by other writers of Russilwish descent who live in Germany. Lena
Gorelik(2004)and Olga Grjasnowm@012) both of whommmigratedto Germany at a younger
age than Kaminer, present faative struggles with RussialewishGerman idatity in their
fiction. Their writingdemonstratethat being female also cortitites to different, often more
conflicted, conceptios of this identity triangle. Nonet hel es s, Kaminer 0 :
Jewishnessscant as they are, provide a useful lens, albeit highly subjective and deliberately
contradicbry, through which one can thimbout what being Jewish in Germany means today,
how myriad its forms are, and how the situation now differs from thengyeation status quo.
On the one hand, th€ontingentfliichtlingehave prevented the JeWwis popul at i ondés t
decline,but, on the other hand, some would argue that this has been more than counteracted by
problems of integration. It is undeniable that a newptdrain the history of Jews in Germany

has begun, but what this actually means, in qualitative terms, for the Jewish population in
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Germany, not to mention Jews outside of Germany, and for thdawaish world still coming
to terms with the legacy of the kiagenocide, is a difficult question to answer. It is perhaps

even too early to say.
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dt is at the ghosts within us that we shuddei Voicing the Anxieties of
Liminality i n MsiDalgwayni a Wool f 6s
Nihad Laouar
Canterbury Christ Church University

Abstract
The trauma of war is theme that begins to recur in early twentetiury literaturg

Virgini a Wool f 6 s Mrabatboway offars a dordigutation of the haunting
memories of the First World WarThis is depicted in her male character Septimus Warren
Smith, a war veteran who returns to liveconstant terror and guilhsthe disturbingnemory
of the pasbecomes a form of a ghostly revenant that inhabits his psyche. Se#itineieby
constantly visited by past memories which constituté EectHthat confuses the boundaries
of the self andwhich consequently lead him to comnsticide. His haunted self becomes
apparent through the ghostly conversation with his dead friend Evans whom he lost during the
war. Combatants live in a state between life and death at the front line; this state becomes
symbolic of the psychological struiggthey experience upon their retuwhenattemptingto
readjust andit in to postwar society This articlefocuseson the way Septimus returns to live
as a ghost of his former self occupying a space of ambiguity and terror. In additibrdraw
attention throughthe female character of Rezia Warren Sniilthe way the changed state of
masculinity affects the women around th&mzia's character shows that women share a similar
experience tdhat oftheir men, as they are also haunted by the gradtcome to inhabit the
same liminal space, between life and death. That is tatsaypsychological impact of male
trauma upon womedraws out their vulnerabilityvhich,as modern women, they tried to keep
buried. Such vulnerability comes in the shapéhe GAngel in the Hous&with her politics of
domesticity and entrapmenito support this argument | wi | | be using Juli
of AAbjectionj for it helps our understanding tife complex positiorof womenin postwar

Britain .2

1 This work (London: Penguin @ls si ¢ s, 2000) wi || be Dallowaydd ®©Ohheugwouk
by Woolf will be cited in the usual way.

2 This article is based on a paper presented by the autfionatto Remember: Anniversaries, Celebration and
CommemorationSkepsis t ent h annual conference held at the Uniyv
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odernism was marked by a series of cultural shatlesgreatest of all was the First

World War that left indelible marks in the memories of veterans and their families.
Psychotic fragmentation, disillusionment and uncertainty became the defining tenets of
Modernism. Soldiers' experiences atfnentusualy rendered them psychologically disturbed.
The horrors of the war unravelled a different reality, that of fear, distadsvulnerability,

which obscured their vision of the future. Peter Childs points outrthidéérary Modernism:

[ T] her e itaysormative salf tammich each of us might conform, and many Modernists
were sufficiently influenced by advances of psychology to change the way they represented
human character. For Lawrence, Woolf, Joyce and others the self was not a stable mg,evolv
fluid, discontinuous and fragmented (Childs 2008: 59).

Seen as such, Modernism is a literary mode that becomes centralised on depicting the inner
concerns of the individual or as Woolf calls theddark places of psycholo@yyVdolf 1984
162. In other words, fragmented subjectivity, which continually questions the self, is at the
heart of Modernist narrativd he instability of the self, in this regard, demands new forms of
expression that only a Gothic language can make visible. While it is atu&dthicliterature
has undergone a series of transformations since it first edhemge feature that remairs
constant ofhe genre is its concern with revelations of unknown anxieties within the individual,
and this is how it helps articulate the inmmunicable realities of the First World WaAs
such, Gothic imagery of the ghostly and hauntings give form to the trauma of the War and the
nightmares associated with it. Added to this, the theme of ghostly revenants as extracted from

the Gothic genre,ds become central to documenting the trauma of Wherefore, thisrticle

3 The origins of Gothic fiction are attributed to Horace Walpole with his publication of the first Gothic novel
The Castle of Otrantin 1764. Its elements have gone througbedes of transformations in the hands of his
followers such as Ann Radcliffe who fernsed the Gothic genre by depicting the female experience of the
eighteenth century under the tyranny of patriarchy, through the devices of the haunted castle andeheg®f
ghostsAt the end of the nineteenth centuByam Stoker populéed the Gothic through the figure of the varepir

in Dracula(1890) whileRo b er t L o ui Stran§etCase ef DrsJekyll drsl Mr Hyfist (1886 employed

the concept of duay and doubling, making the Gothic more psychological.

Trauma comes from an outside threat; it overwhelms the psychic defences of the subject and threatens its
boundaries with collapse. In this sense, the subject devalopemely sensations which cabe seen in the
victimdbs detachment from reality as well as his inabi
individual at this stage is subject to experiencing terror that shakes his vision of reality. That is to say, the
boundarie®f reality are transgressed by the constant return of the repressed memories from the war. Cathy Caruth
pointsoutthatt r auma i s not | ocatable in the simple violent
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will draw attention to the ghosts of Modernism that stem from the traumatic experience of the
War affecting men and women alikéocusing on the characters of Septimus WarrentSmit
and Lucrezia (or Rezi a, as she is knbmnwn) , hi
Dalloway, first published in 1925, | shall highlight the psychological effects that the atrocities
of war had on men and equally on wom8eptimus and Rezia tiobecome detached from
reality living asddeject& t o borr ow Jul P EheykKome $otsieare a Gmace ofe r m.
liminality governed by its most active agents, darkness and the unknown.

Coming back from the trenches of the Western Front, SeptimusHintself locked up in
his memories of his war experience while the spectral calls of Bvars superior officer and
comrade in arms who died in the War 6 hover on the periphery o
(Dalloway. 45 46). The confining memories which now have the power to unsettle Septimus
thus embody the Modernist ghost. Virginia Woolf, writing on the ghosts of Modernism in a
review of Edith BeTakbf@ardiatestha® 2 1 st udy

[T]he skulkheade lady, the vampire gentleman, the whole troop of monks and monsters who

once froze and terrified now gibber in some dark
flatter ourselves that the effect is produced by subtler means. It is at the ghastsisvitiat we

shudder, and not at the decaying bodies of barons or the subterranean activities of ghouls. Yet

the desire to widen our boundaries, to feel excitement without danger, and to escape as far as

possible from the facts of life drives us perpdiu#d trifle with the risky ingredients of the

mysterious and the unknown (Woolf 1988: B0®).

Wool féds view implies that the modern ghost
of the ghost continues to have such a hold over literary Modernisexplain, the ghosts that
the reader comes across in Modernist texts, specifically in the text under study, are ghosts that
dwell in the mind rather than the medieval castles of the eighteenth century. The twentieth
century ghost isleathmheansgéfiwhedhbgr ésambl e m:
subject. When the individual 6s subjectivity
trauma, the boundaries of reality dissolve, as is the case with Septimus, whose outer world
becomes ated dy hisaimerior stresses in the form of a number of hallucinatory
experiencesd (Foley 2017: 115) . I n Septi musé
form of seeing ghosts and hearing voices that emanate from his past experiences during the
War. This is made clear in Reziabs account o

own stranger and stranger, he sai

He had gr
things too he has seen an ol d woman

He saw

O o

peopl
s head

the way that its very unassilaed naturé® the way it was precisely not known in the first instaéiceeturns to

haunt the survivor later 01969:4).

> The 06Dejectd is a term utilised by Julia Kristeva b
shortastrayp ( Kri steva 2010: 8; original emphasis).
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theflames! and saw faces laughing at him, calling him horrible disgusting names, from the walls,
and hands pointing round the screBal{oway. 72 73).

It can be suggested that those voices are part of the guilt of survival. Sepéidiueen
amongthe firg to volunteer. Going to France to fight for Englandhbddeveloped manliness
and had soon wonE v a mespé@ct. When Evans was Killeabt long before the Armistice,
Septimus hd been unable to show any emotipasdhe last shells missed him. He watdhe
them explode with indifferenéeDalloway. 95).Evans 6 ghostly revenant
the War is a product of &Slephawmaesod[] édleetcommi of
(Dalloway. 105)d but he does not understand what that crime Wasconcludes that the
voices and apparitions are a reproach for hi
return in ghostly form to condemn him for his apathetic behaviour in the theatre of war. The
connection he makepdbandvetelme hihsumcirmgni inal mad

He had not cared when Evans was killed; that was worst; but all the other crimes raised their
heads and shook their fingers and jeered and sneered over the rail of the bed in the early hours
of the morniig at the prostrate body which lay realising its degraddbatioway. 99 100).

Jul i a Kristébedad® st userfylofin our understand
this passag@ According to Kristeva, the abject is that whitisturbs identitysystem, order.
What does not respect borders, positions, eu3(0: 4). In this light, a link can be drawn
between the ghost and the abject. This means that the ghost, in this novel, functions as an abject.
The ghost of Evans & psychotic symptom athell shockwhich conjures up a general sense
that war memories can act as an unseen attgEkéry 2017: 114 Hence, his ghost can be
considered as an abject that threatens the subjecthood of Septichtiss bodilydegradatiof
i's the product of the abjectds pulverisati:
subjecivity is thrown into a space of abjection which enacts a dual presence of fear and desire

Indeed, Septimus gearis shown by his reaction tas first corfrontation withE v a gheg:

O60For Godbdbs sake dondt come! d Septimus cried out.
branches parted. A man in grey was actually walking towards him. It was Evans! But no mud

was on him; no wounds, he was not chanderhust tell the whole world, Septimus cried

(Dalloway:. 76).

8 Kristevads concept of the aibheebodkPowensdd Harbrjwhaereesheon ¢ o me
defines the abject as

[a] massive and sudden emergence of uncanniness, which, familiar as it might have been in an
opaque and forgotten life, now harries me as radically separate, loathsome. Not me. Not that.
But not nothing, either. Afisomething that | do not recogee as a thing. A weight of
meaninglessness, about which there is nothing insignificant, and which crush@9h@e2).

7 Kristeva writes that the abjedieseeches, worries, and fascinates d&&10:1).
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Septimusdés rejection of the ghostly Evans
feelings of guilt for his Il ack of emotion w
episode in the novel, he appea&emsadshimofdedtent i fy
something that he, in the midst of the dark world of Modernity, desires, as is evidenced by his
repeated st at e me Dalowayl07).e widhes koidie hot omy bealsé ai  (
his feelings of guilt but also because thay the society in which he lives denies the subject
matter of trauma, compelling him to live like a ghost himself. In other words, Septimus becomes
an abject himself, ghostly in his marginalised position.

Since the abject i g ,tbhat whinctbed diugtgersh £ di
as an abject in the modern worl d -wharidentityr bs tF
because the nation still believes in the continuity of its imperialistic power and cultural
superiority (Kristev&2010: 4). As such, the traumatic symptoms of vulnerability and weakness
are labelled as sins by the contemporary society of thenargperiod. This recall¥ivian de
Sol a Pi nt @isisin Bnglighwaeetryi n

The Nation at Home still believed inglpatriotic myth of a beautiful, heroic war against diabolic

enemies. The Nation Overseas was in touch with realities of life and death and was completely

disillusioned with regards to the heroic nature of the struggle. Indeed, as the war went on, they

beame more and more solidly united in sentiment not against the Germans, but against (as it
appeared to them) the callous, stupid Nation at Hc
hat so o0€98mMp). st aff

The 6 Btion atHome in Mrs Dalloway is represented bge pt i mus 6 doctor s,
Bradshaw and Dr. Holmes, who cripple any sense of communication with him. Septimus thinks

o f Dr . HibJurmae saturg[sé ]6 t he repul si ver éod unhest rwiilt
(Dalloway. 101), associadwith a threatening society that refuses to recognise his ilarebs
imprisors him in the modermorld. Dr. Holmes, indeeccmbodieghe society that denies the
subject of trauma,; this becomes clear as he insiststtigae was nothing whatevite matter

with [Septimu$ @®allpway.99).To preserve societyds sense of
needs to be discarded, just as the subject rejects the abject, society being the subject and the
wounded veteran the abjedk| t hou gh HKepry bas beera épglaingd in terms of
psychology, it can actually be applied to external purposes such as the example of society
representing the subject who rejects the abject threatening its stability. Examples of the abject

threateni ng tityhneghtsnolude reinogtiésssuch as dlomosexuals, people with
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di sabilities etc. Septimus, in this regard,
society in which he lives refuses to recognise and therefore rejects by deflying it.

Septimusi s i n what s$paceoknolwnmiansal at ¢ 0, the not.i
separates two concepts, in this casath and life t Fbee rowierend zone wher e t
is caughf This passenger can be a monster, a gluwssa vampire. Monsters sucs for
instance that created b¥frankenstein are liminal entities because they exist idtheo man 6 s
| a nbdt@eenthe natural and the supernatutdiThe liminal in twentieticentury literature
comes to define the place of traumatised veteoémgrwho occupy the ifbetween zones of
time and space. Within this space, Septimus livea @disembodied entity between life and
death. Thisinawayr ecal | s T . $he BVasted angublishedire 1I822where he
referstot he ci ty c¢r owd dfolnovBirnglgéeoVver] Wwp the hildl
Streetlbodi es emptied of substance. dhadnocal | udi
thought death had undone so mary963: 60 66), Eliot encapsulates the disillusionment of
postwar England with its people walking aroundcincleslike walking deadSeptimus is an
exampl e o fwabnan Onwélcomaa byshis pesar society and constantly watched
by his past, he lives in sleision from his world, which becomes a space of anxiety to him. Even

his doctor rejects him:

Holmes himself could not touch this last relic straying on the edge of the world, this outcast, who
gazed back at the inhabited regions, who lay, like a drowaigat,son the shore of the world
(Dalloway. 102).

This is to say that thenany menof postw a r Britain experiencing
masculinityd reside in the margins of the s
deat h. Septiemuts urmderk st he |l s ava . I have been
(Dalloway: 75).

8The phrase 6wounded masculinityoé is not a defined te
to express the gap between how a man feels about himself as a man and what he believes it means to be a man, the
ideal of masculinity. His pegption that there is a gap will often cause result in mental distress because the man
feels that he is to some degree falling short of this
after WW1 among the many men who had suffered life gimgrirauma, both physical and mental, and thus found
themselves dependent to some degree on women, for whom they should be caring and providing according to
received notions of masculinity.

9 Liminality, Vi ct or T u isirequentlynikénadttaeatm ® being in the womb, to invisibility, to

darkness, to bisexuality, to the wilderness, and to an eclipse of the sun dr r@§h 95) It refers to that state

of transiencanhabited by the female subject in this case. Liminality is key to odreum st andi ng of Kr i

theory of Abjection because the | atter defines a boun
me 0 . I n | theseldiersrettrined ftom war that are found in the literaturdofdernism inhabit a sjga

of abjection

0 See Manuel Aguirreés article on 6The Rules of Gothi
detained in the 1iminal stage, the victims of an il
experiencingd wo u mmhescc ul i ni t y dn Modemism, althoeigh hav @Qathit characters, are likewise
6detained in the | i minal staged.
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Having seen the ghost s wehshould gs ovgénameetthe Sept i
ghosts that visit Rezia. This is to show that women have been equally affected by way trauma
and that they are drawn into the male space of liminality as a rétuile their trauma does
not necessarily spring from a personal experience of warfare in the trenches as does that of men,
they have experienced a suffering equal to that of men fronesging the way society has
demeaned men whtavebeen traumatised by their wiime experiences and from the guilt at
their passivity duringthe WaAr guabl y, womends participation
that which entailed humanitarian work buas serving in hospitals, was motivated not only
through necessity but also to alleviate the burden of this sense df-gusiell as physically
participating in war work as nurses and in other capacities, women had also suffered
psychologically from te anxieties that resulted from the effect of the War on those at home
without men to support them. However, the responsibilities that women took on either through
their work or having to be their familyds e
became almost like strangers to the absent men. After the War, women found themselves forced
to return to their traditional roles, as this was expected by their menfoldrsirDalloway,
Rezia exemplifies the body of women who had not taken part in anyffadr®it had endured
a suffering equal to that of the men who had seen action at the Front. Dorothy Goldman supports

this, when she states:

War literature is traditionally and narrowly defined as mud and trenches, barbed wire and
sl aught er ; taraingeohtbeswarusnngwatably less physical than that of men who
fought at the fron{1993: 6)

| argue that that one of the psychological costs of the War to women was that, when the
men returned, women found themselves forced back into their traditioles by the re
emergence of the &6dAngel in the Housed concep
web of domesticity? Thus t he Angel that Rezia confront:
traumalnherc Henr y James ¢ haftes the Fast Warld Veas, 9/ooKtates thatt e n

11 see Angela Smith sntroduction inThe Second Battlefield: Women, Modernism and the First World War

(2007:7).

26The Angeolusied titee thhe traditional and idealistic im
Patmore in his poem entitled with the same name, published in 1856. It soon became a label which the patriarchal
society of the nineteenth century adopted. His poemugages ideals of the perfect, charming housewife, the
self-sacrificing goddess of the middle class. Marylu Hill, in discussinghtigelfigure in some Modernist texts,

affirms that it is often associated with the mother, hence most mothers of Modertistfions she st ate a
silent, and acquiescent (at least on the surface) to the whims of patriarchy; indeed, to a certain extent all these

mot her figures willingly internal i zMrsDabwsayinthisvele, concep
witnesses a return of th&ngelfigure, iln that she returns to perform her incomplete duties of domesticity,

particularly mothering the returned sol dier. This me.
must go on forever haunteddyj di gging up its ghosts, recreating it

(Berman 2010: 346).
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owe breakfast upon a richer feast of horror
are 1 mper vio988a 82]).tAbthisf leved, Woolfifiplies that women experienced a

new sense afhorroembematic of war trauma in the trenches. In addition, it is important to

notice that Rezia endures a senséahgconfinad even when she i the public sphereas

she becomes a carer for her psychologically wounded husband. In this noyelgéiénds

that she can promote herself by thetheringof the brokenmale character Septimus. As she
witnesses this shattered man who seems to be detached from Reedity,is thrust into the
femal e space of ambival ence which iis emergi
position in Modernism, particularly during and after the First World War. Thereforéetnst

of horroBthat Modern womeidbreakfast upodoriginates from witnessing war atrocities and
feeling the responsibility to appease the ¢
freedom is consumed by their reinforced performance of the maternal.

Septimus and Rezia have been married for five yeadsthe reader first meets them as
they are walking in Hyde Path&point Bfehe naardinee st r u
where she witnesses her husbandds horrified
to cure him, she starts to projea sense of marginalisation similar to his. Indeed, Rezia is a
neglected character who hbsen overlooked bgcholars in discussions tiie Gothic and
Modernism. She brings to light the experience of women who had to bear the physical and
psychologicalc haos of their male relatives ¥n a t
Septi muso6 t r aAngselaithie kep thie Angeltfiduee is characterised by being
confinedby and subservient to her husbaha way that recalls a trope of eighteenémtuy
Gothic fiction whose heroines are often imprisoned in the underground vault of some gloomy
castl e, Rezi a, in |iterary Moderni sm, i's tr
Landoéd.

It is important to note that the places where Rezia most expes her moments of feeling
trapped as well as alienation are outside the domestic space. In London parks and streets, she
experiences her utmost agony about her | onel
haunted world. This is to say thbmen are insecure outdoors. Ironically, although the modern

woman of the period has managed to escape the confines of the home, she is still confined

¥ Goldman comments on wo men 6 scomplaints avautitheiir pregusrestticioas de s p i
and their wartime existence, there remaims it hei r writing the pity for mend
outspoken opposition to the War, women express both pity and guilt: guilt at not being involved, at being merely
onlookers of the massaérghe also adds that the condition of the war hasgal the woman into thiarchetypal

female nurturing roles of mother, of nud¢&993:11).
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outside the homdn this novel, she becomes confined as a result of witnessing the crisis of
avounded maculinitydthat engulfs postvar England.

Unlike Clarissa Dalloway, the central female character in the novel, who is portrayed with
a sense of independence as she strolls in L

increasinglydisplays the ap@@ance of being trapped as stteompanies Septimus for a walk

(Dalloway:. 6) . This is made <c¢l ear in the narrat
butchersdé boys and women, 6 as Rezia |istens
(Dalloway. 17) . |t can be noticed that there is

characters, for their experiences appear to be analogous. Their mutual suffering is dictated by
foreignness and estrangement . -riddenavoldwhiccs dr aw
renders her as vulnerable; she reflects oOfar
her sister sat making hats, and the streets crowded every evening with people walking, laughing
out | oud, not hal Dallowdyi2v)e. | Wken pelopl eedherilde g
ali vebod, this does not, of cour se, exclude S
spell ed out by a crisis in the O6homel yd6 of

Royle defines the uncanny as:

Thecrsi s of the natural, touching upon everything t
naturedéd: oneds own nature, human nature, the natu
not simply an experience of strangeness and alienation. More specifitallya peculiar

commingling of the familiar and unfamiliar (2003: 1).

Moderni st spaces become repositories of t et
here concerns both Septimus and Rezia. This crisis is manifested through their @nalogou
experience of alienation and exikks we know, Septi musoés alienat
that confuses the ontology of time and space. Rezia, on the other hand, is exiled as she fails to
restore her husband to normality and suffers as her effortstgtavane. Hence, she is
mar ginalised not only because she is a forei
mar ginalises her further. One instance occul

after seeing a passing motor car:

And there he motorcar stood, with drawn blinds, and upon them a curious pattern like a tree,
Septimus thought, and this gradual drawing together of everything to one centre before his eyes,
as if some horror had come almost to surface and was about to burshims fterrified him.

The world wavered and quivered and threatened to burst into flames. It is | who is blocking the
way, he thought. Was he not being looked at and pointed at; was he not weighted there, rooted
to the pavement, for a purpose? But for whatpose?

AfLet6s go on, Septimus, o0 said his wife, a little
an ltalian girl.
ifiCome ono, PaowdylBlucrezi a (
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Septimus |ives in seclusion and his thinki
i ndication of this. I n his perspective, eve
instance functions as an object of horror emanating out of his wariexpeinto postar
London. This act of surveillance can be exp
effectd which takes place when the person fe
says: O0This spectr alefeelomslves beinglooked at bylitoootdide at
of any synchrony, even before and beyond any
watched by the ghosts of the battlefield, Rezia is observed by the ghost AfghEthat

confines and silencesher I n 6 Professions for Women©o, Wo o |

[the Angel in the House] was intensely sympathetic. She was immensely charming. She was
utterly unselfish. She excelled in the difficult arts of fantily. She sacrificed herself daily. If

there was chicken, sheok the leg; if there was a draught she satdnint short she was so
constituted that she never had a mind or a wish of her own, but preferred to sympathize always
with the minds and wishes of others. Abovédllneed not say & she was pure. Her purity

was supposed to be her chief beéuher blushes, her great grace. In those dape last of

Queen Victori@ every house had its Angel (2008: 141).

In this way, Rezia displays the same silence that is characteristic of thetatgales in
her.This Angd figure presentstself in the form of a mother and a nur$&e novel illustrates
this when it says, ONot hi ng c(Daldwdy 99)dherace hi m.
of putting her husband to bed both demonstrates her domestic role catriedtba Angel
within her and epitomises his encapsulates infantilised situ&tianddition to thistheAn g | 6
characteristics of being self-sacrificing and a subservient woman are found in the woman
carer of returned veterarsthe conditions redting from the war have ledbomen to embrace
the traits of a figure that they despise. Fumieng inaRo o m o f  COfinsepabdishedwn |
1929, Woolf has given an illustration of the silent and victim woman writer who lacks freedom
in a patriarchal society. Naming her Judith Shakespeare, Woolf arguestiedives in you
and in me, and in many other women who are not here tonight, for they are washing up the
dishes and putting the children to Bed/golf 2002: 11112). Although it is bgond my focus,
Wool fos expression about the woman writer e
relevant to the character of Rezia this respectMi gl ena Ni kol chi na st
Shakespeareds sister and ehgerAegebfi hetmaé eHas
90).

We have seen the sort of ghost s tvigildldgin Sept i
the novel. Hers occupy part of hers#livhich shas not aware. This means there resides within
her a ghostly self, inhent in her invisibility as she strolls through the passages of Modernity.

Her invisibility lies in the sense that her inner terrors are unseen, and her cries of horror and
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loneliness would go unobserved. This caséenn a scenén whichRezia goes onx@ressing
her estrangement from a place popul ated by t
gardenso, she said aloud. But t oDalwwaym@3). Ther e
Reziads current sel f IiAsgelwhosetask, dweing this periadhie g h o
caring for the soldiewho hasreturned ina shattered condition. Woolf baeferred to such

intrusiveghosts n her review of Hamwhighshkeastalghatdé s ghost

Henry Jameso6s g¢ghost svithitha viokent oldghdstthe ldoodstained seanmo n
captains, the white horses, the headless ladies of dark lanes and windy commons. They have
their origin within us. They are present whenever the significant overflows our powers of
expressing it; whenevehné ordinary appears ringed by the strange (29834)

This passage recalls the way in which the unknown invades the familiar and the ordinary.
For instance, 0The ordinaryé marriage | ife t
stranged. tlem met hher | ife is 6ringedd by the
position. As such, her marriage only offers psychological entrapment. Although she is able to
stroll in the city she remains imprisoned as long as she acts as a nurturertifou&ephe

following quote from the text shows the way she opts for a temporary release:

ASeptimus! o said Rezia. He started violently. Peo
il am going to walk to the fountain and backo, sh
For she could stand it no longer. Dr. Holmes might say there was nothing the matter. Far rather

would she that he were dead! [ é] She spread her

slipped & she had grown thin. It was she who suffefed but she had noldy to tell
(Dalloway. 25).

As she attempts to escape her role of nurse to Septimus, she ends up returning like she
returns to him after her walk. Thinking that
himselfpRezi a i s sur prli sseidt ttion gs eael ohniem odns ttihle s ea
(Dalloway: 26). This, in a way, symbolises the way that the et modern world necessitated
a return of women to domesticity and to the
t h iissydnpomatic of hersuffering caused blger traumatised husbandltguably, the scene
in which her wedding ring slips can be read as a metaphor for the way she is being repressed
by her marriage and the element of estrangement between them that resulisfidoreover,
her temporary retreat as she walksthe fountaitand losing her wedding ring implies the fact
that she wants to free herself from the inner confines tharigel figure imposes on heéi |
am alone; | am aloné'She cried by the fouati n i n R & Palowayd26). 1P away,
marriage imprisons women like Rezia, but their existence outside it is one of the outcast,
insecure and psychologically exposed. Rezia, like Septimus, is thrown into a liminal space

between his world of theedd and the unwelcoming atmosphere of st London and
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between her desire to rescue her marriage and to evade it. She attempts to restore Septimus to
his prewar state, but her efforts are unsuccessflSeptimus fails to respond, for he is
immersed irhis own world.

Womends | iterary Modernism is characteri se
general and the maternal in particular. For instance, Rezia expresses her agony about her

marriage and the horror she is living throughout the novel:

Horror! horror! she wanted to cry (she had left her people; they had warned her what would
C\?k?p;n).hadnét she stayed at home? s liDaloway29ed, twi stin
Yet she also discloses her anguish about not having childienjtoh e one hand G0she
son | i ke Septimusd, on the other she i mmedi a
into a world like this. One cannot perpetuate suffering, or increase the breed of these lustful
a ni mdaleway 98). Tradtionally, the maternal role is one of the active agents of the
Angelfigure which promotes the domestic confinement of women. The figure still intrudes into
Modernity through i ts el ement o f mot hering
statement sigfies the reluctance of women towards Motherhood. In a way, this covers
mot hersdé6 pain and agony as they relinquish t
them wounded. Wool fds narrative here Irecogn
maternal role that is forced to-eenerge as women of this period feel the guilt about the deaths
and wounding of young men | i ke Septimus; thi
swallowed up many millions of young men called Smith; thought ngtbi fantastic Christian
names | i ke Septimus with which t h®allowaypar ent
92).

Distancing themselves from their past identities, women in these Modernist narratives
become other to themselva@irowing the Angel ouof herisoneoRe zi a6 s @stapee mpt s
from her &confinemend When Septimus asks her why she has taken off herstiegreplies:

OMy hand has. gtéojlwaveopthi Ddlowayn73)rmhavepieady e 6 (
argued that the scenewtnich her wedding slips can be read as a metaphor for the estrangement
between Rezia and Septimus that results from the way her marriage repressebiRezend

of hiding her wedding ring in her purse couldreada metaphor forejecting the domestic
confinement of her marriage, thusgjecting theAngel. Refusing to be throwout, the Angel

reappears from her place of banishment to haentictim. Rezia is caught in the terror of the
in-betweenness where darkness and uncertainty are its maincompae s he | ament

am so unhapmpPaloways@pt i musod (
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The liminal space of the trenches and the terror associated with it during the War come to
resemble the position of men experienadng o u n d e d naadstheiuwoinen carexflie
liminality experienced in the trenches by soldiers like Septimus is reflected by the nebulous
position of women during this period. This means that, despite the fact that most women have
had little physical experience either of the fighting on the Western Broot being in the
trenches, they face a terror equal to that of their menfolk both during the War and in its
aftermath. The Gothic languages of ghostliness and haunting allow a better understanding of
the anxieties of the returned veterans and their warosipanions in this regard. Whereas the
liminal helps us define the place of the foreigner and the stranger, it can be seen that the liminal
phase O6can never be permanent else it can |
2013:119).Indeed,éh act of Septi musds committing suic
Rezia at the close of the novel prove the ephemerality of this space. Although liminality seems
to be threatening, it offers its passenger a temporary space of belonging where memand

are equal in their postar experience.
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Afterword

s this issueg, albeit in part, our tenth volume, we make no apologies for indulging in a
A little retrospection. To explain the origins®kepsiwe can do no better than adapt an e
mail that Fabien Arribert Narce, its founder, sent us on the occasion of our terghenosf
The idea to creat&kepsicame to Fabien, then a postgraduate student with the School of
European Culture and Languages (SECL) at the University of Kent as a result of a public
meeting with Julia Goodfellow in the Autumn of 2007, when she fireedsSECL after being
appoi nted t he-Chancelloreduriagthisynéesing Mitiatives such as creating PG
journals were mentioned. Shortly after the meeting, Fabien contacted, first, Alvise Sforza
Tarrobochia and then all the others who are ethas the first editors in the list of past editors
and previous issues at the back of this issue, having been inspired by the idea of this exciting
project.

From the outset the aim was to create that journal that was based in SECL and so would
notonybeEur opean in outlook but also reflect SE
national origins of its students. This is illustrated in the nationalities of the first editors,
postgraduate students from France Italy, Spain, and Poland, as weltitis they eventually
choseSkepsi a term borrowed it from ancient Greek
Argos the name of a mangyed giant in Greek mythology, has other connotations in the UK
0 a lucky escape!

From the outsetSkepsh s leas baen twofold: not only to publish a journal but also to
promote an annual pegtaduate conference, papers from which could then be published in the
journal. The first of these&Graft and Transplantwas held in May 2008 and the first issue of
the jounal, containing articles from nine of the people who had presented papers at the
inaugural conference, was published the following December. Fabien says that the theme of the
first conference was an allusion ttosd& hfer ovay
different parts of Europe. The list of conferences following that of issues and editors illustrates
the diversity of topics that have been covered since that firsh caled also some imaginative
titles.

Since that first issue of the journal, tadrave been eleven more. While most of these have
been dedicated to conferences held at the University of Kent and organised if Stedsy
then by other groups and individuals within the University, one of our isMissellanea
(volume 4 (2): Winte®pring 2011/12), published the results of an essay competition, which

Skepsihad organised, for postgraduate students at the University of Kent and the Canterbury
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Christchurch University. Furthermore, we have not restricted ourselves to publishing;articles
the issue De)parsing Bodiegvolume 5 (1): Autumn 2012) comprised a miscellany of peer
reviewed articles, poetry and artwork. Also, the selection of an article for publication is not
conditional on the author 6s hdevantrcapferpncegasi o u s |
will be seen from the current issue.

In conclusion, we acknowledge out indebtedness to SECL for its support, both practical

and financial, in promoting the conferences and publishing print copies otitinaljo
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1 There were no Keynote Speakers for the first four conferences.

99



Volume 9 & 10, WINTER 2018/19
BORDERS & REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST

Time to Remembeir Anniversaries, Celebration and Commemadion
26 May 2017, University of Kent, Canterbury
Keynote: Professor Julian WolUf tobDwsling:Thei ver si

Memory of Castorpo

Wandering and Home
25 May 2018, University of Kent, Canterbury
Keynote: Prof. Rachn@dd o wl by (UCL/ Pr i n ®@eSormerWandering\Saljjecteat h or
i n Austen, Perec and EIl sewhered

100



© THE COPYRIGHT TO ALL MATERIAL PUBLISHED BXEPRS/
BELONGS TO THE RELEVANT AUTHOR



University of

Kent

Volumes 9 & 10Winter 201819

http//:blogs.kent.ac.uk ISSN 17582679



