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Foreword 

 

lthough this double issue may seem to have been planned as a series — questioning 

both the end of the world and the afterworld — it actually reflects the proceedings of 

two separate conferences: Don’t Panic! The Apocalypse in Theory and Culture held on 

25–26 May 2012 and Ghosts in the Flesh held on 24–25 May 2013. The articles collected in 

this issue nonetheless offer a certain continuity, not only in their examination of questions of 

time but also in their approach of materiality. 

Discourses on the Apocalypse have envisaged the idea of ‘end’ in different lights. On the 

one hand, a renewal of apocalyptic discourse seems to go against the deconstructive tendency 

to ‘de-dramatise the end’ (Scherpe 1986–87). On the other, this return does not necessarily 

lead to an unquestioned revival of metaphysics but rather may open up the way to a third 

alternative. This third approach could consider the Apocalypse as something neither 

culturally constructed nor unrelated to human and technological actions but as something 

neither wholly internal nor external.  

Beyond the idea of other-worldliness, the concept of ‘Ghosts in the Flesh’, the topic of 

Skepsi’s sixth conference, was interpreted as interrogating the limits of not only corporeality 

and incorporeality but also self and other, inside and outside. As the thematics of both 

‘Apocalyse’ and ‘Ghosts’ share the idea of exploring some of the limits of the material world, 

we considered that a single issue could, with advantage, contain articles on both themes. 

The issue begins with two articles on the Apocalypse theme. In the first, James Leveque 

examines the presence of the Apocalypse in Ezra Pound’s work. Drawing parallels with 

biblical apocalyptic literature, his article shows how Pound’s apocalypticism is driven by a 

sense of the failure of modern poetry to affect genuine change in the social or political 

sphere, with particular reference to his involvement with Imagism and Vorticism, and how 

Pound’s early idea of the phantastikon is an attempt to construct a universe that is 

simultaneously derived from and an alternative to this universe. This is followed by an offer 

of a pragmatic apocalypticism in Paul Reid-Bowen’s article, in which he examines the 

relationship between apocalypse and collapse theories and explores the idea of apocalypse in 

the light of crises of civilization in a global industrial world. 

In the first of the articles on the ‘Ghosts in the Flesh’ theme, in this case the ghostliness 

thematic of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, April Lodge uses deconstruction theory and Derridean 

‘hauntology’ to analyse the idea of physical space in the play.  

A 
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The next article, by Anita Dremel, returns to the ‘Apocalypse’ theme, this time from a 

sociological point of view, with her study of the projection of an ending within a systemic 

logic of auto-reproduction. 

The second article on the ‘Ghosts in the Flesh’ theme again takes a work of literature as 

its starting point. Alexandra Kurmann links the idea of ghostliness with the figure of the 

grandmother in one of the Franco-Vietnamese Linda Lê’s novels. Her article examines how 

the author explores the notion of the spectre as being both connected to questions of exile and 

a dual maternal/paternal figure in the shape of a Freudian phallic (grand)mother.  

‘Apocalypse’ is the theme of the final article, in which Diane Langlumé turns to 

television and cinema studies as she examines how apocalyptic discourses are used as a 

foundation rather than an end in Battlestar Galactica and Caprica. 

Bibliography 

Scherpe, Klaus R. 1986–1987. ‘Dramatization and De-Dramatization of “the End”: the Apocalyptic 
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