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[This volume consists entirely of extracts from books and papers. There 
are no accounts of days out searching and observing the world in and 
around Ightham. At least two other persons, each with a distinctive hand, 
have copied extracts on BH’s behalf.  Two original letters have been 
pasted in; one from the ever acerbic Worthington Smith and the other 
from Maidstone Museum Curator, Mr Allchin. WGS’s letter dates to 
1878 whilst that from Mr Allchin is dated 1901, suggesting that this 
volume must have been compiled post that date, though the other material 
it contains often dates to very much earlier.] 
 
The first page is undated. It contains newspaper clippings re: the Urban 
club, a Christmas poem and an account of the funeral of Lord Gage, a 
handwritten quote from OW Holmes and also from 
Frampton’s/Philpott’s1 Histories. 
 
P.1. Newspaper clipping from The Kentish Express, October 1872 re: 
some Celtic barrows near St. Margaret’s Bay. In a right-sloping 
copperplate hand, which is not BH’s, an entry begins ‘Antiquities, or the 
remnants of history are, as was said languam tabulae…’ Despite its 
aesthetic appeal, this handwriting is difficult to read. In the margin the 
‘Large repairs Ightham church 1639’. In the main text is a copy of a letter 
to Sir John Sedley dated 24th March 1639 which is from Archaeologia 
Cantiana Vol 3 p.195.  
 
P.2. Copy of an account of Kent from Archaeologia Cantiana, Vol 1 
p.115 by RW Blericourt. In it Kent is described as being, in Roman times, 
the most civilized part of Britain. 
 
In margin ‘Plaxdon or Plaxtol Church built during the protectorate’. In 
main body follows an historical account of Plaxtol. 
 

                                                
1 Phillpot’s history: Villare Cantianum or Kent Surveyed and Illustrated 1776. 
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In margin ‘Old Sore ?Manor House Ed 111’. Reference to the 
‘Colepeppers of Preston Hall Aylesford’ is made in this account taken 
from Phillpott’s History of Kent. 
 
In margin ‘Oldbury or Oldburg British Camp’. This entry records a talk 
given on Oldbury Hill about the Iron Age hillfort which continues to page 
7 and was taken from a paper by Rev WA Scott Robertson. It is dated 4th 
August 1871. 
 
P.7. In margin ‘British pits, dwellings and forms’. This entry is culled 
from Old England, p 22 and cites Strabo, saying. ‘The forests of the 
Britons are their cities for where they have enclosed a very large circuit 
with felled trees they build within it houses for themselves and hovels for 
their cattle’. More citations, this time from the work of Caesar. This entry 
continues to p 8. 
 
P.8. In margin ‘Kent petition Mr. James Ightham Court disapproves 1642 
Sir Roger Twysden’s journal KA Loe’s Vol 1’. The content of the main 
page gives an account of this petition.  
 
P.9. A description of the Iron Age hillfort on Castle Hill, Tonbridge 
which is referred to as the ‘British Camp…’. This is related to the 
possible direction of Caesar’s route through Kent. The ‘camp’ at Castle 
Hill is noted as being close to the turnpike road opposite Summer Hall 
park, a little more than a mile south east of Tonbridge. 
 
There follows a citation from the work of Mr Airy, the Astronomer Royal 
in which he expresses his conviction that Burg Wood, close to Hurst 
Green, contained a British fortress, found in the highest part of the wood. 
The dimensions of this entity are noted as being irregular in shape and 
about 100 yards east to west and 80 yards north to south. 
 
P.10. The entry from the proceeding page continues with the observation 
that the site conforms to the norm for such sites. This entry was taken 
from RC Hussey’s paper on Caesar’s landing place in Britain published 
in Archaeologia Cantiana Volume 1. There is a suggestion, possibly 
from Duery, that the excavation near Ivy Hatch and the trenches in Rose 
Wood, might be evidence of a similar ‘British Camp’. 
 
An entry taken from the work of Lauberch B. Larking on the topic of 
theories; ‘Above all remember that the sole object of your researches 
ought to be Truth. Have as many theories as you please- I have had 
thousands in my time- but always be ready (as I have) to discard them at 
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once. Ever the most long-cherished ones, the moment you the truth 
opposed to them…’  This entry concludes overleaf with a piece on Sir 
Thomas Cawne’s window2. The entry referring to this window in Sir 
Edward Dering’s manuscript, is noted. 
 
P.11. An entry about Caxton with extracts on his birthplace. Indicates that 
he was born at Causton in Hadlow. This is an extract from Kent by 
Lambert B Larking. 
 
P.12. Notes re: the words ‘Kater cornered’ and ‘Kater wise’ taken from 
the work of J Godfrey Faussett who notes the use of these old Kentish 
expressions used to describe going diagonally across a field. 
 
A further extract from Larking’s work, this time describing the 
‘Elaborately worked brass to the Lambarde’s in Halling Church’. This 
account gives a short history of this family from 1573 to 1587. 
 
P.13.An entry culled from Phillpot’s History about Ightham or 
‘Eightham’. This is an account of how Ightham village became so named 
with all the semantic corruptions that have resulted in the presently 
accepted spelling of its name. 
 
P.14. Ightham village account continues from previous page and 
continues overleaf to p 15 with marginal notes and dates, which includes 
one telling the reader that the James Family was formerly known as 
‘Hastretch’.3 The St Clere’s of Aldham are also included in the account, 
as is an account of Ightham Mote and the Selby family. 
 
P.15. Philpott’s account continues with a description of Sir John Cawne’s 
monument. 
 
P.16. An entry dealing with Roman urn interments in the Parish of 
Newington. 
 

                                                
2 This is the famous window in Ightham church, to which BH often refers throughout 
the archive. 
3 The James’s were the local landed gentry who lived in Ightham Court. They were 
originally from the Gouda area in the Netherlands, changing their surname to more 
easily assimilate into English society. BH mentions the James’s in relation to the 
interest of individual members in stone tools, and eoliths in particular. Maidstone 
Museum has a volume of letters exchanged between Mr Shilling, of Boro’ Green and 
Mr James during the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
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P.17. A continuation of the entry from the previous page with 
descriptions of the urns and their inscriptions. 
 
P.18. A continuation of the entry from Philpott’s History documenting 
the changes that occurred as Christianity spread. 
 
P.19. The entry from the previous few pages concludes. 
 
An entry about Wrotham, some of the notable people with whom it has 
been associated and its relation to the Anglo Saxon Hundred that took in 
Wrotham and its environs. 
 
P.20. An entry about Fairfax and the English Civil War as it related to 
Ightham and district. A letter of protection is discussed in relation to the 
Barton family of Hadlow.  
 
P.21. The entry from the previous page concludes with a rudimentary 
sketch of the seal of General Fairfax. An extract from Harris’s History of 
Kent follows in which the two streams that give rise to the river Bourne 
[which flows through Hadlow to empty into the Medway there] are 
named as the Shode and the Sheet.4 There is a focus upon British coins, 
taken from Humphrey’s The Coinage of the British Empire, which starts 
with reference to Caesar’s Commentaries. 
 
P.22. The entry from the previous page continues with a discussion about 
some British gold coins with their decidedly Greek character. The 
suggestion that this observation might be linked to the pillage of Delphi 
by the Gauls in the 3rd century BC, who then brought home coins with 
such images that continued to circulate as currency, is mooted. British 
imitations of these coins are noted to be crude copies of the originals 
found in Gaul. 
 
P.23. The entry from the previous page, on British gold coins, continues.   
 
P.24. The entry from the previous page concludes. 
 
An entry taken from the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and Natural 
History describes a paper that follows that was first read in Dering and 
Westhope church, which it is noted was mainly erected in the Decorated 
period during the first half of the 14th century. Another paper, about 
Bacton church was first read by the Rev AB Housewith and then included 

                                                
4 Both names have the same Anglo Saxon  root and mean ‘tributary of’. 
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in the publication. It notes the Perpendicular style of Bacton church. 
Other contributors included Rev CR Manning. 
 
P.25. The topic returns to that of British coins with a paper, entitled 
‘Characteristics of English History’, from Quarterly Review, February 
1867. In it Professor EA Thomas notes Caesar’s observations that the 
British did not use money but concludes that the evidence suggests that 
this was not true. He notes though that British coins of this time were 
rather crudely made. He gives examples of what was written upon them. 
 
P.27. The article from the previous page concludes with more examples 
of the writing on the coins.  
 
In BH’s handwriting, an entry from the work of CR Smith, on British 
Oppida. 
 
P.27. An entry entitled, ‘Notes from Sir Thomas Cawne’s Window’. The 
subject is gauntlets with articulated fingers, and on p.27 there is an 
illustration of just such a gauntlet. These are said to have first appeared 
during the 14th century and appear on the effigy of Sir Thomas in Ightham 
church. 
 
P.28. A copy of a letter from the London Institute. it is about the effigy 
[this must refer to the previous entry and the effigy of Sir Thomas 
Cawne] of which a similar version was to be found in the writer’s church 
in Aylesbury, which it was said, dated to 1480. Signed WPI Watts? 
 
The writing reverts to the previous elegant, right-sloping hand and the 
entry details Sir Thomas Cawne’s will. In it Sir Thomas’s effigy is 
discussed and transcripts of his will are used to show that he was once the 
owner of Ightham Mote, a fact that previous researches had not shown. 
This entry continues to page 30 where it concludes. Here a pencil entry 
suggests that the monument was made of grey chalk. This entry is dated 
9th July 1904. 
 
P.30. An entry entitled ‘Addington Church and Druidical remains’. This 
describes the Neolithic megalith of The Coldrum. The road from 
Maidstone to Sevenoaks is noted to be, in all probability, Roman. The 
mound upon which The Coldrum was built is said to be artificially 
constructed and, according to Mr Wright (Wanderings of an Antiquary) 
they are ‘sepulchral’. This entry concludes on p 31. 
 



 6 

P.31. In margin Flint arrowheads.  The entry is taken from Prehistoric 
Times by Sir John Lubbock. The edition is not given but the page number 
is 103. Some rather nice illustrations at the bottom of the page.  
 
This entry continues to p 44, all of which consists of extracts from 
Prehistoric Times.5  
 
P.45. Very ornate handwriting executed with a thin nib and very difficult 
to read. However, relates to Northmen or Danes according to a marginal 
note. This appears to have been cited from the work of Sir EB Lytleton 
and is dated 1873. 
 
A section on old-fashioned pipes or Broseleys6. Nice illustration of a pipe 
in bottom left corner. The article cited is from Mechanics Magazine. 
 
P.46. A list of orchids, as well as a few paragraphs of explanatory notes, 
which continues to p 50. 
 
P.51. This section is devoted to Sir Thomas Wyatt’s Rebellion and 
continues to p 52 where it gives way to a section about the ‘History of the 
Weald’ taken from Harris’History of Kent. This continues to p 54.  
 
P.55. An entry on Kemsing Castle taken from Philpott’s History.  
Another entry re: Robert Fitzbernard Kingsdown, one time Sheriff of 
Kent.  
 
An entry detailing correspondence respecting the head of Cromwell. The 
letter detailed is to William Haynes, and discusses the authenticity of the 
putative skull of the Protector. Cites the diaries of Evelyn and Pepys for 
which the letter writer supplies references at the end of his letter. 
Continues to p 58. 
 
P.58. Information about an obscure artist, John Tierney, in whose art 
William Woolett of Maidstone was interested.  

                                                
5 Prehistoric Times: As Illustrated by Ancient Remains and the Manners and Customs 
of Modern Savages. Was first published in 1865. The 7th and final edition was 
published in 1913, shortly before, the then,Lord Avebury, died. It captured the interest 
of all who were concerned with things prehistoric and the nature of human antiquity 
and remains of interest today. In the last and penultimate editions, pages 404 and 383, 
mark the end of the extracts cited in this volume, though it is from the 3rd edition that 
they have been culled. 
6 These pipes have been made since the 17th century in the small town of Brosely, in 
Shropshire. 
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In BH’s writing at the bottom of the page ‘Cromwell’s head see page 
117’. 
 
P.59. The Greek myth Tantalus and Niobe, which continues to p 59 is 
discussed as a subject for art and is continued to p 60 where the art of 
Richard Wilson is dealt with. 
 
P.60. A nice sketch of Oldbury Hill, which is copied from Hasted’s The 
History [and Topographical Survey of the County] of Kent. Under the 
drawing, in red ink and BH’s writing: ‘a. Roundabout Field, b. Bean field 
and c. the property to behold? Under this in blue ink and BH’s hand 
‘property in blue purchased by James 1823. Since acquired by Mr 
Hanson.Yellow purchased by Mr.? Stewart’. 
 
Notes on Ightham and district that continue to p 64. Not attributed. 
Attached to p 62 is the calling card of Mr William Edward Hughes of 
Westerham and in the margin is the name of Mr F Stewart of Mandeville 
Place. 
 
P.65. Notes on Dover followed by an extract from Philpott’s Histories 
entitled ‘Roman Fosse or way’ beneath which is an entry from Philpott 
on Sundridge which has Roman connections being the source of pots and 
urns from this period of history.   
 
P.66. A cutting from the Parish Magazine listing baptisms, offertories and 
followed by a short history of Ightham church. 
 
P.67. More Ightham history from Harris’s History of Kent published in 
1719’. Not BH’s handwriting. This continues to p 73. 
 
P.73. ‘Travelling in England’, from The Quarterly Review, is an entry 
about Kent and its history. 
 
P.74. The entry from the previous page continues with a discussion about 
the ‘Mansion House’ and the ‘George and Dragon’ and whether they are 
one and the same building. 
 
P.75. In BH’s unmistakable handwriting. ‘ Court Leet: Extracts from a 
sermon on Liberty and association’ given by the Rev Stubbs Rector of 
Granborough Buckinghamshire. The themes of nationalism and duty 
predominate with the role of the politician being cast as ‘the modern 
Christ’. This Leet Court [held in the George and Dragon] is noted to be 
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the most ancient court of justice in England in which each freeman of the 
village had a vote and place. 
 
P.76. Entry from the previous page continues. 
 
P.77. Entry from previous page continues. 
 
P.78. Entry from the previous page concludes.  
 
An entry about rainfall, taken from the observations of Sir Joseph 
Prestwich. Discusses the disastrous floods in Morayshire in 1829.  
 
P.79. Entry from the previous page concludes. A small paper clipping is 
attached entitled ‘Ancient camps in Epping Forest’ as denoted by Major 
Pitt Rivers’s paper on this topic. 
 
P.79. Original letter from Worthington Smith. From his home in Mildmay 
Grove, London and dated 25th November 1878. ‘Dear Sir, I have sent 
“flint chips” back by rail and I have put in a few flakes from Cissbury 
Camp, Worthing and Birling Gap, Eastbourne to fill up. Do not hurry to 
send back [to] Evans. I will send you some better clay Palaeolithic stones 
by post shortly. I have put some of the Woolwich silicified wood in and 
you will see it is the same as yours but small. I gave a lot of very large 
pieces to the B[ritish] Mus[eum]. It must be very ancient and long prior 
to the advent of man. You will see roots in a state of stone in the coal 
measures and elsewhere. I have not seen implements made of Oldbury 
stone. The gravels are of different ages. In Essex to the lower gravels are 
fluviatile and implement bearing and the upper gravels are glacial thus…’ 
[there follows a sketch to illustrate this in the valley of the river Lea]. 
 
P.80. In BH’s handwriting, an entry entitled, ‘Distinguishing characters’ 
which seems to have been copied from a paper in The Royal and  
Archaeological Journal by William Gray MRIA, and dated 1880. 
Concludes on p 81. It concerns the flaking of flint and how human 
agency gives rise to distinct forms of flake as opposed to those that occur 
naturally. A sketch of a flake, anterior, posterior and lateral illustrates this 
thesis.  
 
P.81.An entry entitled: ‘Notes and extracts from Mr. Prestwich’s 
theoretical consideration under which the drift deposits containing the 
remains of extinct mammalia and flint implements were accumulated and 
on their geological age. First paper 1859/ March 1862…’ In the margin a 
note alludes to Prestwich’s visit to Amiens in 1959 and the fact that the 
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gravel pits there are regarded as high level whilst those at St Roche are 
low level. The narrative notes that the flint implement-bearing beds were 
of a later date that the Boulder Clay at Abbeville. It is stated that the 
various drift gravels were regarded as firstly, of marine origin, secondly 
as due to cataclysmic action with the presence of both marine and earlier 
freshwater shells. 
 
P.82. It is noted however, that a great number of the gravel beds were 
without fossils and occurred at different levels, which fact stimulated 
much debate. Sir Joseph Prestwich observes that, on physical grounds, he 
was, for a long time satisfied of the contemporaneity of the deposits with 
the boulder clay. However, although it was evident that these were old 
landscapes with old rivers, there was no evidence to suggest that any 
supply of water could have existed that would have filled such a large 
valley. The [then] present streams could not have spread out such vast 
beds of mud, sand and gravel. Sir Charles Lyell, who posited the idea of a 
fluviatile origin of the lower valley gravels, thought that it would be rash 
to conclude that in general, rivers have grown smaller or become less 
liable to flood than in the past. The writer notes that this was the 
generally explanation, though he was never able to accept it since he 
believed that some greater water force must have operated to form what 
was then obtained.  What generated such bodies of water however, eluded 
him. 
 
Following this, in red and dated September 1880, is an entry, also part of 
the preceding entry by Sir Joseph Prestwich, about the effects of unusual 
rainfall. The information has been copied from a paper on a landslip in 
Naini Tal, Bengal, of note because of its enormous proportions. In forty 
hours 25 inches of rain fell, forming a huge body of water in the Naini 
Tal basin. 
 
P.83. Entry from the previous page continues. The Victoria Hotel was 
buried and the ground shook, in a similar way to the movement of an 
earthquake, as a wave of water was driven forward.  
 
The idea of water-excavated valleys, was first proposed by Hutton and 
Playfair and has continued to be advocated though never fully explained 
by sufficient physical and palaeontological evidence. JP posits that river 
action, as it existed in his time, could not have resulted in the formation 
of the [then] valleys. Neither, he suggests, could cataclysmic action have 
been the cause where contemporaneous, old land surfaces and fluviatile 
beds were common. However, river action of greater intensity, involving 
periodic flooding and torrential elevation of the rivers, presented a more 
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ready explanation [of the gravel deposits that were observed in the 19th 
century]. The writer had long believed that there was an enormous gap in 
time between the formation of high and low level gravels, the former 
being older than the latter. 
 
The views of Elie de Beaument, a proposer of cataclysmic action, were, 
at one time, adopted by JP, as a cause of such gravel deposits, as opposed 
to river action, but research and the occurrence of land and freshwater 
shells in great numbers in so many low-level gravels, especially at St 
Acheul and the higher level gravels around Paris, satisfied him that river 
action that was peculiar to each individual valley, plus the action of 
debris transported by ice, were most likely to have given rise to such 
deposits as form the higher level gravels [then] seen. 
 
P.84. The entry from the previous page continues. JP states that he 
connected the presence of Loess, or brickearth with both series of valley 
gravels in addition to which, he notes, it could be seen deposited quite 
independent of either formation. Initially this fact presented observers 
with an incalculable difficulty, which eventually proved to be an 
important auxiliary fact since the separate range of this deposit could be 
seen as a measure of the extent of river inundations during the Quaternary 
period. 
 
JP suggests that his hypothesis gave consistency to the subject. He 
thought that it placed the large mammals found fossilized, to a period 
after the existence of severe glacial conditions and placed all the old river 
alluvia in the same period. Further, it connected the great platform 
terraces of gravel around so many river valleys, with the same period, 
making the connection between this phenomenon and the actual 
excavation of the valleys. 
 
The following entry [which is part of the preceding argument] is entitled 
‘Geological Position of the Flint Implement-Bearing Beds’. It is noted 
that in almost every instance, the flint implements were to be found in 
beds of sand and gravel along the line of the existing river valleys. In 
some instances they were only a little above the [then existing] rivers, 
whilst in others on adjacent hills which varied in height between 30-100 
feet above river level. 
 
P.85. The previous entry continues. Recent alluvial deposits sometimes 
obscured such deposits. It is noted that similar, though discontinuous, 
gravels are to be found on the caps of lower lying hill ranges. The higher 
and lower gravels are generally separated by sloping surfaces. The higher 
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level gravels never reach the tops of the higher hills but the two series can 
be seen to bear a definite relationship to one another. JP proposes to call 
them either higher level valley gravels or lower level valley gravels. He 
notes that with respect to the higher level gravels, though generally 
limited to a main platform, the actual level may vary. 
 
The topic now reflects climactic conditions that existed when gravels 
were deposited.  
 
P.86. Four points are made [though point 2 is missing]. The first posits 
that the levels follow the course of the present valleys, the third that the 
elevation of some deposits is much above existing valleys, and the fourth 
that the size and quantity of debris and the presence of fine silt in which 
land shells are found, points to floods of extraordinary magnitude. 
 
All this evidence is compatible with the action of rivers flowing in the 
same direction as they are currently and in operation before the 
excavation of the valleys as they now stand. As the main channel would 
have been scoured and deepened year by year, the shingle banks were left 
dry, except during floods when they became covered with silt. 
 
P.87. Such silt extended to the adjacent land where it was deposited on a 
rocky sub-stratum. [There follows a paragraph of reiteration not 
reproduced here]. It is noted that in some present terraces there exist 
large, little worn blocks, often transported from a considerable distance 
together with much sharp, angular smaller debris. This is attributed to a 
transporting mode other than water, probably river- ice. The entry 
concludes with this thought. 
 
P.88. A copy of part of Early Traces of Man  by G.de Mortillet. This is 
not dated, nor is the publication from which it was taken made explicit. It 
begins, ‘Quaternary Man- the man of geological time- fossil man- is now 
a fact so clearly demonstrated that it is no longer called into question…’. 
The writer acknowledges that the existence of man in South-west Europe 
in the Quarternary is uncontested, the same cannot be said of the Orient. 
He makes reference to an Anthropological exhibition in which remains 
attest to the contemporaneity of humans and animals, some now extinct, 
during the glacial period. 
 
P.89. Stone tools from Syria and Egypt, from the time when their 
statehood was a fact, are commented upon, as are stone tools of distinct 
morphology, which are noted as coming from pre-glacial times. These 
tools are said to be mostly rounded at the base, with usually rather rough 
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chipping, giving them a characteristic pointed top. These, such as those 
from St Acheul, are referred to as hache and are found in abundance in 
France, England and Spain. 
 
Many from Egypt are scrapers and arrowheads, which match those from 
France found only in deposits from glacial times. The St Acheul  
implements come from two distinct localities. In Egypt there are tools 
from Luxor, in Upper Egypt as well as some from the Cairo in Lower 
Egypt. In Upper Egypt the artifacts are often found in situ. 
 
P.90. The entry from the previous page continues. Only rounded nodules 
were found in and around Cairo. This proves, according to de Mortillet, 
that during the Quaternary man lived in Egypt at a time when he also 
occupied Europe. Industrial development was, according to de Mortillet, 
the same in both areas. The point is made that such implements were not 
found on plateau surfaces. In the region of Luxor indeed, most of these 
artifacts came from ravines, which had been cut into the rock by past 
seasonal torrents, said by de Mortillet to have originated in the mountains 
of Libya and which eventually reached the Nile. Such evidence as this 
contributed to the ability of anthropologists to conclude that the earliest 
Egyptian dynasties were preceded by the Neolithic before which 
Quaternary man held sway. The topic changes from the Quaternary to 
that of Tertiary man.  
 
P.91.Whilst a mix of mammalian fauna, some extinct but many extant, 
serves to define the limits of the Quarternary, the Tertiary is characterised 
by terrestrial mammals now extinct. Early Quaternary man is said to be 
Neanderthal who differed considerably from more present day humans 
than do present day Europeans from either Australian Aboriginals or 
African Hottentots. Tertiary man must therefore have been even less like 
present day humans and must have formed a distinct genus. This genus 
may therefore be seen as man’s precursor. A suggested name is 
‘Anthropopilhus’ which translates as ‘the man monkey’. The question is 
asked ‘did there exist in the Tertiary age beings sufficiently intelligent to 
perform part of the acts that are characteristic of man?’ 
 
The writer goes on to say. ‘So stated the question is settled most 
completely by the various series of objects sent to the anthropological 
exhibition. The first and oldest of these collections was that made by the 
late Abbe Bourgeois at Thenay. At the International Congress of 
Prehistoric Archaeology and Anthropology in 1867, the Abbe exhibited 
Tertiary flints which, he claimed, had been worked intentionally. These 
early specimens were not very conclusive.’  
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P.92. The entry from the previous page continues. ‘Lost as they now are 
amid a multitude of other specimens, which certainly have not been 
fashioned intentionally unless one can suppose they had been 
intentionally chipped by the action of fire. He won but few advocates,  
but profoundly convinced by the reality of his discovery, the Abbe did 
not lose heart on suffering this repulse. He continued his researches with 
vigour and again in 1872 provided now with better specimens he raised 
the question with the Brussels Congress. There he made sound headway 
among the best experts. On this commission were men who had no 
understanding about the working of flint and the processes, which may 
cause it to flake. The result was therefore ‘half success- half failure’ and 
led to the dawn of the accomplished naturalist who patiently continued to 
observe and collect specimens, many of which were on show at the 
exhibition and were said by de Mortillet to ‘dispel all doubts’. 
 
Some of these flints had been altered by fire, being discoloured and full 
of cracks. Some flints had been simply split by fire. Some showed 
evidence of intentional retouch on one or both margins, as agreed by all 
who examined them. 
 
P.94 [P.93 omitted]. Continues from the previous page. All this, 
according to de Mortillet, was the unmistakable result of  ‘intelligent 
creation’ though the age attributable remained to be determined. These 
objects came, in situ, from Thenay from the ‘Calcaires de Beaune’, the 
lower strata of the mid Tertiary. 
 
De Mortillet concludes that the exhibition, which provided an important 
insight into Quaternary man, allowed a still more important glimpse into 
Tertiary man’s existence as the precursor of modern humans. This is 
dated December 9th 1880. 
 
The next entry starts mid-sentence and has no title. It is, however, very 
clearly about matters botanical and is copied from a paper or journal. A 
list of five plants, of which Corydalis claviculata is underlined. It is said 
to be intermediate between a leaf climber and a tendril bearer. There is a 
third class of climbing plant that creep up by means of hooks whilst those 
in the fourth class use rootlets to ascend. 
 
P.95. The Hop is dealt with as another climbing plant from a series of 
seven observations during the month of August. The effect of temperature 
on its progress is noted. Convolulus is next on the list for discussion 
followed by [BH’s favourite] Corydalis claviculata. This is said to be a 
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plant in transition from a state of existence as a leaf climber to that of a 
tendril-bearer.7  
 
P.96. A sketch of Corydalis claviculata with more description of its 
growth habit. The reasons behind climbing plants and this habit, is 
discussed which continues to p 97 where rock climbers are mentioned as 
another example of this characteristic. The entry concludes. 
 
P.98. An entry copied from Huxley’s Science and Culture, dated  2nd 
April 1882, p 81. It is headed ‘Technical Education’. In it he draws 
attention to the fact that most people do ordinary, everyday things most of 
the time, for which he suggests, we should be grateful, since these things 
are necessary and, he indicates that, the ‘great end of life is not 
knowledge but action’. Too much knowledge for the mass may be an 
injurious thing he concludes. The few who are born with, what he 
describes as ‘that most excellent quality, a desire for excellence, or with 
special aptitudes’ might reasonably be expected to attain some sort of 
distinction and the most excellent of these are genius’s. 
 
P.99. The entry from the previous page continues. Some people who 
indulge in too much ‘lesson bibbing’ and ‘book gluttony’ may have their 
mental faculties ‘washed out of them by pernicious mental debauchery’. 
The conclusion of this entry is that people might do well to let their 
‘…brain lie fallow for a space’. 
 
Illustration of a ‘caught tendril of Bryony diocea’. This discussion, which 
is connected to the theme of pp 93-96 continues to p 101. In it are the 
many observations of an accomplished naturalist. There is no indication 
of which article or journal it may have been copied from. 
 
P.102. An extract taken from The Antiquity of Man by Dr. John Evans 
given as the opening address to the Geological section of the British 
Association 1878. The first paragraph is a quotation from Geikie who 
suggests that the implement bearing Palaeolithic beds in England belong 
to an ‘Interglacial episode’. He says that no palaeolithic bed can be 
shown to belong to a more recent date than this time of mild weather 
which preceded the ‘last great submergence’.  
                                                
7 BH was obsessed with periods of transition. His sketchbooks often show either 
eoliths or palaeoliths that he considered were transitional or evolutionary forms of 
lithic technology between Tertiary man and Quaternary man. This spilled over into 
other area, such as botany, in which he also had a very genuine interest, where no 
doubt such links would have confirmed his belief in eoliths as the earliest stone tools 
from which evolved haches and other forms of more refined implements. 
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Skertchley, a follower of Geikie, records the finding of Palaeolithic 
implements in three interglacial beds of different ages and of differing 
character. These beds are noted as, the Hessler, the Thopurpre and the 
Chalky Boulder Clay. This fact raised three main questions as to how far 
Dr. Croll’s theory regarding the climactic conditions, which he suggests, 
probably varied greatly during the glacial period, could be safely adhered 
to. The issue of substantiation of the implements found in the Brandon 
beds is raised, as are more general issues of chronology related to specific 
geology. 
 
P.103. The fact that, in many cases, the implementiferous gravels can be 
shown to be of a later date than the Chalky Boulder Clay. In many of 
these beds implements occur in successive beds in the same district, each 
separated by great time spans, during which time the whole country was 
buried beneath large ice sheets. At such times all mammalian fauna 
ceased to inhabit the area. During such times a succession of Palaeolithic 
ages can be observed in this one small district. 
 
The fact is noted that implements found in successive gravel deposits [so 
presumably separated quite considerably in time], show as much 
[morphological] resemblance as do those from the same deposit. The 
probability of evidence of a human presence in inter or pre-glacial times 
is noted. [Here post-glacial and the Qaternary are held to be the same 
geologically]. JE sounds a note of caution urging his audience/readers to 
thoroughly sift the evidence before accepting it to lessen the chances of 
misapprehension. He did not consider the evidence gleaned thus far from 
Palaeolithic gravel deposits had ‘arrived at a satisfactory stage’. 
 
P.104. Evans suggests that not only river gravel deposits but those from 
caves, such as exemplified in the south of France, should be considered 
as evidence of Palaeolithic times. This of course, he observed, only 
served to lengthen considerably the period of time of the Palaeolithic. 
 
Plants again. This time Impatiens fulva. BH tells us that he found this 
plant when walking with Dr Evans besides the Grand London Canal.  
 
P.105. There follows an exposition on this plant, which appears either to 
have been given by Dr Evans or taken from a botanical book, though no 
attribution is given. 
 
P.106. Conclusion of the entry on plants. Extracts from a work by 
Lambert Larking, Volume 2 2nd series of notes and queries, on Dame 
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Dorothy Selby. Discusses the idea that Dame Dorothy Selby of Ightham 
in Kent wrote the celebrated letter to Lord Monteagle, disclosing the 
gunpowder plot. Continues to outline aspects of Dorothy Selby’s life and 
times, including some information about Ightham Mote, owned by the 
Selby family. Concludes on p 109. 
 
P.109. An entry entitled ‘Ancient Houses at Ightham Kent (Town 
House)’ from p 587 of the Gentleman’s magazine 1835 Part 2’ Continues 
to p 111. Initialled AJK. 
 
P.111. An extract from Vol 2, pp 282 et seq of the Domestic Architecture 
of the Middle Ages published at Oxford in 1853 by John Henry Parker. 
This entry starts with Ightham Mote and concludes on p 113 with the 
initials ‘ERH’ [Edward Harrison, though the handwriting is not his but 
that of yet another scribe, at least the third person other than BH and EH 
to edit this volume]. 
 
P.113. Another extract from the Gentleman’s Magazine 1837 p 152, in 
which Ightham [this time spelt] ‘Moat’ is dealt with. This concludes on p 
116 and is initialled ‘EH’ [once again this is most probably Edward 
Harrison, though, as before, the writing is most definitely not his. In this 
extract the writing changes quite considerably and it must be assumed to 
be the work of at least two, possibly more, scribes]. 
 
Another entry about Ightham Mote, this time an extract from p 17 of The 
Mansions of England, a description of the plates thererin.  
 
P 117. A sketch ? of what and  a rhyming couplet. 
 
An entry about Oliver Cromwell’s head extracted from Marisan’s 
Rambles in Europe, p 264. There is an explanation of what happened to 
Oliver Cromwell after his death.  
 
P.118. Entry from the previous page continues where there is a 
photograph of Cromwell’s death mask and a paper clipping re: the same.  
 
P.119. A pencil sketch of what appears to be a road map. An original 
Letter from Mr. JH Allchin, the curator of Maidstone Museum, in which 
he compares ‘your map with the original in Hasted’ and comments on the 
clear similarities. Hopes to visit BH soon with Mr. Elgar and hopes that 
Mrs BH is enjoying better health. 
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P.120. Printed extracts from Hasted on Wrothan, Ightham and Ightham 
Mote. 
 
P (BH 121) Blank. 
 
From here pagination starts again at the other end of the book. 
 
P.1. Two poems; the ‘Ode to Catullus’ by Lord Derby and the ‘Keranos’ 
by Longfellow. The first dated March 12th 1876, the second dated 
September 2nd 1878. 
 
P.2. An extract from Sowerby’s English Botany. There follows a list of 
plants starting with Veronica spicata or Spiked Speedwell. This list 
continues to P.3. 
 
P.3. Entry from the previous page concludes. 
 
P.4-5. Blank. 
 
P.6. An extract entitled ‘Lessons on Botany’ from Pop[ular] Educator. 
Starts with semantics i.e. Greek root of ‘botany’. Continues overleaf to p 
7 and concludes on p 8. 
 
P.8. An extract from Charley Druery’s Letter… ‘On New Year’s Eve’. 
This is a poem, formulated whilst Mr Druery and his wife sat before the 
dying embers of their fire on New Year’s Eve. It is not dated. 
 
The poetry of Mr Charles Druery continues to p 18, all dated to 1877. 
There follows another poem by Mr J Crisp, also dated 1877. 
 
P.19. Blank 
 
P.20. More poetry. The handwriting thus far is not BH’s. 
 
At the bottom of page 20 and continuing to p 21, another poem is entitled 
‘The Minister’s Hat’ in BH’s handwriting.  
 
P.21. Another poem by Mr Druery not in BH’s writing, entitled ‘The 
Harp of Life’, which continues to p 29 and is dated September 27th 1878. 
 
P.30. Extracts from The Evolution of Man, by Ernest Haeckel 1879. In it 
Haeckel makes what he claims is the first attempt to construct the human 
ancestral line, along which he arranged 10 and later 22 different animal 
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forms which with more or less certainty he regarded as the animal 
ancestors of the human race, and indicating the most important stages of 
evolution in the long evolutionary series from the one celled organisms 
up to man. It deals with proteins, unicellular organisms, water and ‘ooze’ 
which, he says, was formed from ‘all the stratified rocks of our 
mountainous formations’ and was ‘originally deposited as ooze at the 
bottom of the waters and only afterwards hardened into stone’. There 
follows a little illustration of the tree of civilization from Indo Germans at 
the base of the tree to Anglo Saxons at the pinnacle. This extract 
concludes on p 34 calling the first epoch in which man appears the 
‘Anthropolithic’ or the ‘Anthropozoic’. 
 
P.34.  Sketch of an insect that is said to live solely on Golden Rod, 
followed by an explanation. 
 
P.35. An extract from and article in Contemporary Review, September 
1879 and entitled ‘On the First Sin’ as recorded in both the Bible and 
oriental tradition linked to Chaldean and Phoenician legend. Concludes 
on p 37. 
 
P.37. Extracts from Rain and Rivers by Colonel Greenwood and dated 
November 29th 1880.  The article starts by citing the preface in the 
Journal of the Geological Society, November 1865 in which Messrs 
Foster and Topley of the Government Geological Survey, attribute the 
denudation of the Weald Hill to ‘rain and rivers’. Continues to expand on 
this theme and concludes on p 38. 
 
P.38.Extracts from Murray’s Guide to Kent. The Mote and ‘Eytham’ are 
the topic of this short entry. Sketch of what looks like an overhanging 
cliff under this piece. 
 
Overleaf on an unnumbered page an advert for John Dickinson printers. 
As well as a loose leaf entitled ‘Pendennis’ and dated April 27th 1884 
 
Two blank pages before reverting to first part as recorded above. 
 
 
This concludes the transcription of Volume 9 of the Benjamin Harrison 
Archive in Maidstone Museum and Bentlif Art Gallery. 
 
Angela Muthana 
September 24th  2014. 
 


