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[[ This volume details events This volume details events fromfrom   November 1890 to November 1890 to 
September 1892. From the first  three unnumbered pages to p September 1892. From the first  three unnumbered pages to p 
67, though there is 67, though there is occasional reference to events occasional reference to events from from 
considerably earlier,  the chronolconsiderably earlier,  the chronol oo gical sequence is gical sequence is 
increasinglyincreasingly   consistentconsistent ,  recording events and letters sent and ,  recording events and letters sent and 
received in order of their occurrencereceived in order of their occurrence . However, following p .  However, following p 
6767   BH reverts to p.1 again and thBH reverts to p.1 again and the me m aterial that follows is aterial that follows is 
aa utobiogrutobiogr aphicalaphical   to p. 38to p. 38   where, iwhere, i nterestnterest ii ngly, angly, a   ‘note’‘note’   isis   
dateddated   19011901 . This .  This confirmconfirm ss   aa   suspicionsuspicion   that these formal that these formal 
volumes were written up many years after the evolumes were written up many years after the events they vents they 
chroniclechronicle , using diary, using diary   entries made on or around the time atentries made on or around the time at   
which they occurred.which they occurred.   By By 1892, 1892, BH hadBH had   established a westablished a w ide ide 
network of correspondents,  some of whose lettersnetwork of correspondents,  some of whose letters ,  both ,  both 
original and original and copiedcopied ,,   are found are found in this volume; they include in this volume; they include 
Worthington George Smith, Sir John Lubbock, Alfred Russel Worthington George Smith, Sir John Lubbock, Alfred Russel 
Wallace, Grant Allen, PrWallace, Grant Allen, Pr ofessor Seeleyofessor Seeley , ,  BH’s Nemesis,BH’s Nemesis,   Sir Sir 
John Evans and, of John Evans and, of course, Sir Joseph Prestwich.course, Sir Joseph Prestwich.   BH BH adoptsadopts   
his usual practice of starting another set of entries from the his usual practice of starting another set of entries from the 
baba ck of the volume. These ck of the volume. These consist,  for the most part,  of consist,  for the most part,  of 
copied letterscopied letters   and and newspaper or journal clippingsnewspaper or journal clippings ,,   though though 
there is one diarythere is one diary -- type entrytype entry   that that recordsrecords   a day’s walka day’s walk   to to 
ShorehamShoreham   on May 1on May 1 stst   18921892 . This .  This latter latter section coverssection covers   events events 
from 1891from 1891 -- 2.2. ]]   
  
A copy, from a newspaper or journal, of the well-known painting of a 
lady dressed in black, with a posey, opening a door and peering into the 
gloom. 
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Un-numbered page opposite picture, a three-line clipping from a 
newspaper obituary, announcing the death of Mr Charles Hale’s second 
son, John, in Mexico from ‘fever’. 
 
An original letter from W.J. Lewis Abbott, dated November 12th 1890: 
 

… ‘Dear Mr Harrison, box arrived yesty from 7oaks. You were 
right in estimating my feelings on the old flake from Friston. It 
is a most valuable and speaking link. It forms in itself a very 
strong evidence in favour of old. olds: for in side markings it is 
identical with them. I link some specimens at once to the Pitt 
Rivers Museum. Last night Mr. Balfour the Keeper of the Pitt 
Rivers Museum, came over and spent nearly two hours in 
looking over the pieces. I think he is a convert to the Old Olds. 
Excuse this short letter. I am in the midst of my 550 papers, 
and I have a cold besides. I will write more and ere long: but 
work must be done. The ?... geol exam comes off in Dec. At 
Xmas we hope to be at Limpsfield and I should look forward to 
seeing you about that time and finding the Old Olds we have 
missed so often’. 

 
Another small newspaper clipping at the bottom of this page containing 
an amusing little quote about books and booksellers. 
 
Overleaf. Another unnumbered page on which there is a translation of a 
Latin inscription to be found on the upper of two monuments, (It is not 
made clear where this monument is to be found but the writer can 
confirm that it is in Ightham Church) of which this one relates to Sir 
William Selby. Note at bottom of page indicates that this is continued on 
p.21 or 27. 
 
Overleaf on another unnumbered page is an account of ‘Geological 
Excursions’ undertaken; dated October 29th 1890, a copy of this list was 
given to Professor Prestwich [hereafter JP]. The localities visited include 
Ash, South Ash, Kingsdown, Peckham Wood, Platt Farm and other 
places where Eoliths had been found. The levels are given in one column 
alongside which another column provides the numbers of eoliths found 
on each visit. 
 
Opposing page: the piece about Selby continues. 
 
P.1.A newspaper clipping about the Romans (upside down). Small 
clipping re: a lecture given by Mr Holt-White. 
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An account of an excursion to Coldrum and Trosley1 October 29th 1890 
with the Rev Bullen, Rupert Jones, Messrs Loveland, Shrivell and BH. 
The trap met the 10.15 train and the party was driven to Wrotham 
Church, Chalk Pit, Trosley Towers and onto Coldrum. A small sketch 
shows the find spot of a femur and other bones, which were taken by the 
Rev Bullen. There follows a short description of Trottiscliffe Church 
accompanied by a small sketch. ‘Very fine day’. 
 
A line or two re: the bearings of the uprights due east to Kits Coty House. 
 
Small newspaper clipping re: a marriage dated 1891 by the side of which 
is an amusing little piece by Kipling. 
 
P.2. An entry In red ink entitled, ‘Shoreham, Polhill and Sevenoaks’. 
Dated Sunday November 9th 1890, a poem by Rob Buchanan followed by 
an account of an outing by train from Ightham to Shoreham during which 
BH called on JP. From JP’s home BH went by foot, to Meenfield Ridge 
and Shepherd’s Barn field and across to the plain. In a field of 
strawberries, in which there was a corrugated zinc shed (there is an ink 
sketch of said shed), just to SE of which BH found a spread of ochreous 
flint together with chert and rag, and some worked flints. The plough had 
been used the previous week to reveal these finds, which were, BH notes, 
in good condition. He crossed the field to SW but noted nothing more. At 
a gate close to 19th milestone BH caught up with four pedestrians en route 
from London to Sevenoaks.  ‘Refreshed’ at the Polhill Arms, he 
accompanied the travellers to Sevenoaks. On the way he learned that one 
of the three was a Ruskinite, another a botanist, and the third a geologist, 
who was brought up in Sheerness and acquainted with Mr W Shrubsole. 
BH and the travellers had a ‘very pleasant chat’. On to Marle Wood and 
home by the 2.50 train. BH considered the day to have been ‘…very 
fine’, a ‘great treat’. 
 
On November 12th 1890 there was a subsidence at Terry’s Lodge. (EH 
has amended the date to November 8th). Mr Evelyn is quoted as saying 
that his ‘waggoner’, when passing across a field, noted that his shaft 
horse sunk into a pit. Though he urged the horse on, the wagon, on 
passing over the earth descended into a pit some 7 or 8 feet deep. BH and 
Mrs. Harrison visited on the 12th November. Mr Evelyn was not at home, 
but someone else was available to direct them. BH and his wife found the 

                                                
1 ‘Trosley’ is the local pronunciation of the village ‘Trottiscliffe’ which lies between 
Borough Green and Maidstone.  
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hole to the north east of Two Chimney House. BH notes that it must have 
been a marvellous escape for the horse since they found the pit to be 
about 3 feet in diameter, expanding into a dome shaped cavity at least 10 
feet broad at base and about 10 feet deep. An ink drawing illustrates this 
feature. 
 
P.3. Dated November 16th 1890. Sunday. BH, Horace and Hodges go out 
hunting for eoliths at Terry’s Lodge at 8.30 in the morning. The day was 
dull and foggy. From Terry’s Lodge they make their way to the 
Crowslands subsidence where they examined other nearby hollows. BH 
speculates that, should this present hole be filled in, the configuration of 
the adjoining area would be as the other hollows. He considers that this 
hole, and the others, may have been pipes, old drainage lines or swallow-
holes. Ink sketch with a couple of lines of explanatory text. 
 
Back to Terry’s Lodge Crest where Oldbury stone, and some worked 
flints were found. BH arrived home at 1. Drizzly rain fell that night. BH 
sketched implements. Reference to an entry in Volume 2, page 332, re: 
drainage holes [this volume is missing from the collection]. Newspaper 
clipping re: Marie Corelli. 
 
A copy of a letter from Colchester Museum dated November 17th 1890, 
thanking BH for showing him [Fred Spalding] and a companion, Mr 
Stephenson, his lithic collection. Mr Spalding says: 
 

 ‘Your very old specimens were entirely new to me, but I have 
no hesitation in saying that most of them shew unmistakably 
the work of primitive man in this country. I would suggest that 
you call them Palactatolithic (oldest stone) perhaps the above 
word shortened viz Palae,to,lithic will be easier and still 
convey the meaning as I think that neither you nor anybody 
else will find older stone implements than these in Britain. If 
you ever part with any of these Palactolithics send me one in 
remembrance of my pleasant visit to you. Yours faithfully, 
Fred Spalding’.2 

 
P.4. In red ink ‘Wrotham and Birches East’, dated November 18th 1890, 
BH gives an account of a walk, which should have started at Swanley. 
However, on arriving at the station he found that the 9.37 train did not 
stop there. [It sounds as if he caught a train back from the next stopping 

                                                
2 Fred Spalding was a well-known Essex photographer with connections to Colchester 
Museum. 
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station to Borough Green and Wrotham]. From Wrotham, he ‘paced the 
ochreous patch and found many bearing traces of work, very rude- the 
ground being in fine condition I found a fair exhibition of ochreous’. 
Paced the next field in gap but only found one piece of Oldbury [stone]. 
On to Birches East where he found many ‘rude’ pieces bearing work. 
Home at 4;  ‘not a favourable day, drizzling rain’. 
 
A letter, dated November 19th 1890, from Montgomery Bell: 
 

 ‘Dear Mr Harrison, Did I write you that on Sunday afternoon I 
went over the South Down and Ash specimens with Professor 
Green. He is much taken with the question, as is Mrs. Green. 
Yesterday I had an hour with Professor Ray Lankester on the 
same subject. Shall see him again. Are you going to send the 4 
Blackamoors? I had ere this expected them last week. Want to 
show them to Dr. Tylor with the old olds’. 

 
A reference to Robert Chambers’ Memoirs, dated November 1890. 
Extracts from the anniversary address given by JP to the Geological 
Society about Chamber’s paper on ‘Glacial Phenomena in Scotland and 
parts of England’. In this there is a reference to Ice-Age phenomena in the 
English Lake District and Scotland. Comparisons to Greenland and 
Scandinavia are made and early and later periods of glacial action on the 
landscape are detailed.  
 
P.5. On Sunday November 23rd 1890 BH went to Hadlow, on route to 
where he had a careful look around at Dunks Green gravels but could see 
no flints as at Ash, though he found that ochreous flint was common. 
 
An extract from Chambers Memoir about Scotland. 
 
An entry on Sir John Evans’ Palaeolithic discoveries, dated November 
22nd 1890 in which he cautions JP not to place too much reliance on  
‘presumed types’, suggesting that in any extensive gravel deposit, there is 
bound to be a wide range. 
 
JP on Bay Shaw3, dated November 24th 1890. Notes that the specimens 
from there are ‘Very good’ and asks about the nature of the gravels in 
which they were found. Suggests that the evidence afforded by the 
Neolithic implement and a putative dam there, is good. 

                                                
3 Bay Shaw is the area around Ightham Church, one on BH’s most productive 
Palaeolithic find spots 
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P.6. Part of a letter from Montgomery Bell dated November 24th 1890. In 
it he notes that Tylor, Green and Balfour held differing opinions. 
Professor Green was very interested in the South Down specimens. His 
opinion regarding eoliths is noted to be neutral. Meanwhile, Dr. Tylor 
was inclined to doubt their validity whilst Balfour, keeper of the Pitt 
Rivers collection, is said to believe in them. All however accepted the 
evidence of Ash and the Southdown types as representing an older layer 
of Palaeolithic life, which Bell thought was the most important point. 
Green is most influenced by the ‘worn flints’, considering them as a most 
important item in the geological evidence, a view with which Bell 
concurred.  [AM: It is not clear from this extract, but I think the ‘South 
Down types’ are eoliths from the South Downs, which, to judge from the 
inferences in this piece, were not identical to the eoliths from Ash and the 
North Downs around Ightham]. 
 
An account of a visit from Balfour by Bell dated November 25th [?1890]. 
Bell suggests that Balfour accepted the ‘old olds’ as artefacts and had 
grasped the faunal theory as to the difference of age in the gravel. Bell 
goes on to say that Balfour will shortly pay BH a visit. 
 
P.7. A sketch of a landscape followed by a copy of a letter from JP, who 
refers to drawings sent by BH, [of eoliths] which he thought too 
exceptional; what he wanted was a sketch of more typical forms. He 
refers to the typology of eolithic implements sent by BH, mentioning both 
the single and double curved forms, 1 and 2 and a third form worked at its 
point, which he then was unable to find. Asks that numbers 4 and 57 
should be drawn shaded, as was number 53. Notes that the weather 
precluded any outdoor work. Continues overleaf despite being signed on 
P.7. 
 
P.8. December 13th 1890. This entry is a copy of another letter from JP to 
BH about drawings of eolith specimens. Makes more suggestions about 
changes he requires that show the typology of eoliths.  The types referred 
to are: double curved, pointed scraper and the pointed form. BH has 
sketched what looks like the pointed scraper referred to by JP. 
 
P.9. An extract from a letter to BH by Grant Allen dated January 14th 
1891. He says:  
 

‘What you tell me about your old flints is most interesting. 
Your work on these implements has been most important and 
valuable; and it must be a great pleasure to you to see how 
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much notice they are exciting. I shall look forward to 
Prestwich’s paper with very great interest. It is clear from what 
you say that you are pushing back Man in Kent to a point 
where the existing earth sculpture had hardly begun to be 
outlined and that you have got as far back as one can go 
without getting into the Pliocene. I wish I knew anybody who 
would try the Dorking Downs. I myself am a poor hunter 
(because I can’t walk far enough or stand about long enough) 
and we are hard up for walkers in our neighbourhood. But alas 
fiction, which I have to write for a livelihood, is swallowing up 
science for me. Your list of finds is astounding. I should think 
you have done more in your district than any man living and 
you put to shame those of us who go farther afield and see 
nothing. PS I always feel rather like a hypocrite when I write to 
you now: for you know so infinitely more about these things 
than I do – who am the merest amateur – that you make me 
ashamed of myself as a mere pretender’. 

 
The Obituary of Mr Humphrey Milner Wightwick, of Tonbridge, who 
was a notable local businessman and Town Warden. 
 
P.10. An account of a visit by BH to Burlington House, where Sir Joseph 
Prestwich was delivering a paper to The Geological Society entitled ‘On 
The Darent.’ What initially follows has nothing at all to do with 
Prestwich’s paper but is an account of a show in which The Chrysty 
Minstrels, among others, perform. Ink drawing of an instrument of 
suspended pipes and the thumbs-up for the Nubian dancing girl, even if, 
as noted, the performer was a man. 
 
After this little interlude BH made his way to Burlington House where he 
arranged some of the specimens, which included some of de Crawshay’s, 
some from Reculver and some ‘old olds’. He remarks that he was glad to 
see Archibald Geikie, the President of the Society.  Comments on the 
papers delivered, some of which appealed more than others. Both Seeley 
and Topley delivered papers, the former of which engendered caustic 
remarks by a young man called Lyddiker.  BH walked to Victoria with 
friends, reaching the station at 11.40 where he had supper.  It is not clear, 
but BH may not have reached home before the following day. He is in the 
company of Ted [his son] from whom he parts company at 11 [probably 
the following morning] after which he makes for Jermyn Street where he 
views maps of the Lenham and Hollingbourne districts. Date in EH’s 
handwriting, 22/1/1891, which appears to relate to BH’s journey home, 
the following day. 
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P.10. [two pages numbered 10]. This section appears to be the conclusion 
of the entry from the previous page. BH chats with with Topley; a letter 
from Mr. Bell with good news [does not specify], mentions looking at a 
model and map of the Weald and thinks Ash has been mistakenly placed 
in a valley, which mistake he intended following up in writing.  Mentions 
that red and green Oldbury stone is on show.  
 
The above entry continues with BH observing gold-containing quartz, 
which interests him. He left Jermyn Street at 1.45 and made his way to 
Victoria via the park where he skated on the ice, despite its poor 
condition.  Notes that there is ice on the Thames.  Arrived home at 4.30, 
having departed [Victoria] at 2.45.  
 
The next entry, about the change in the weather from delightfully cold to 
very wet with flooding, appears to relate to the day on which BH 
journeyed home from the London visit [though it might have occurred a 
day or two later]. In it BH relates hearing of a fatal ‘ice-accident’ 
involving a Miss Smythe, who was to have been married the following 
day. Catastrophic flooding noted following the sudden melt with landslips 
at Folkestone. 
 
BH visits Eynesford, West Yoke and Brands Hatch on Sunday February 
1st 1891.  At Eynesford, in the old riverbed, he found one eolith in, what 
was then, a ploughed field. Found another eolith in the Maplescombe 
valley. On to Brands Hatch, Farningham, Kingsdown and home via 
Wrotham, met with Cob in Peckham Wood.  
 
P.11 Two newspaper clippings both with an account of landslips in Kent. 
 
P.12.  On Sunday February 8th 1891, BH went to Hadlow. It was a dull 
foggy morning. The drift bed showed no evidence of any sections, being 
worked out. Home again by 1.30. There follows an account of a 
conversation with Shang, the Miller, encountered during this outing. 
Shang remembered taking BH to School in Seal in the bread van, some 
forty [odd] years before. He recalls that the only time he missed doing 
that journey was when he contracted typhus fever followed by ‘brain 
fever’. He also remembers that he was a good walker from an early age 
having once walked to Strood and back with no refreshment. And this 
having already done a days work [up early to bake bread presumably]. 
BH left the old man reluctantly and turned into Shrivell’s after giving him 
the price of a pint. 
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JP gives directions that relate to instructions about drawing a particular 
specimen. 
 
More instructions from JP on the ‘figuring’ for the Anthropological 
Institute, dated February 13th 1891. This relates to a meeting at which JP 
intends giving a factual account of BH’s finds and suggests that BH 
might then chip in with a report on the specimens, their condition, 
workmanship and probable uses. Suggest that BH can begin to group and 
arrange the specimens. This entry concludes on p.13. 
 
P. 13. A copy of a letter to BH from A.R. Wallace, sent from his home in 
Parkstone Dorset and dated February 15th 1891: 
 

‘Thanks for your letter about the flint implts. I saw in Nature 
this work and abstract of Professor Prestwich’s paper on the 
Darenth, and am much interested to see that he imputes much 
of the gravels and denudation of Kent to glacial action.  It has 
always seemed to me that the high level gravels like these here 
spread over miles of level plateau with no high land near and 
with little signs of the sorting of heavy and light material by 
water, could not possibly have been deposited by river and 
therefore necessitate the action of ice. When Prof Prestwich’s 
paper is printed you will no doubt have a separate copy and I 
shall then be glad if you will lend it to me, as I am not a Fellow 
of the Geological Society and do not see their publications.  I 
have left Godalming and am settled here, probably for the rest 
of my life. I came for a milder climate and it is so, usually but 
this winter it has been colder here than in many places further 
north. As you know Palaeos have been found in the gravels 
here but I have as yet found none, the fact being that though 
greatly interested in them I am more so in gardening and plant 
hunting and devote all my leisure time to these pursuits. I do 
not know whether the fine Orchis Purpurea is found anywhere 
in your district. It is abundant in some of the chalky woods of 
Kent. Should you know where it grows I shall be very glad for 
a few of the tubers carefully dug up, packed in moss and sent 
per post. You will not find much in my Amazon and Rio Negro 
except and ordinary road of travel. My Malay Archipelago is- 
as it ought to be- a far superior work. Yours very faithfully, 
ARW’.  

 
P.14.On Tuesday February 10th 1891 the Vigo hounds met. Another day’s 
walking and searching, especially in the post-holes of Waterlow’s fence. 
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BH was rewarded with many worked pieces of flint, part of a Palaeolith 
and  ‘…a massive ochreous flake with old work’ found ‘just NE of 
Newhouse Farm’. 
 
Written in red ink ‘Wallace on Fusea’ . Part of a letter from Wallace to 
BH giving an account of this plant and asking BH for a few bulbs of 
Tulipa sylvestris. Dated February 1891. 
 
‘Rotqqdkk on Zke Zke’r’, above which in pencil is written ‘Spurrell on 
Old olds’ dated ‘March 3 1891. This letter endorses BH’s views with 
respect to some finds from Swanscombe and Court Lodge cutting’. Asks 
BH to commit his conclusions to paper and publish them in an effort to 
draw his detractors into a debate. Adds a post script; ‘Identify yourself 
with your find and don’t leave yourself to be a hair in some badger’ s 
tail!!!’ 
 
P.15. On April 30th 1891 BH visited Aylesford via Barming. Met 
Loveland on the 10.18 train to Barming where they examined a spread of 
gravel above the farm. Nearly all flint, not a white piece to be seen. Chert, 
ironstone fragments one patch very recently rolled…. Called on Mr. 
Wagon4 who kindly allowed BH to wander at will and said that since Dr. 
Evans’ visit the finds ‘several but not of late’ had been sent to him. Goes 
on to describe the drift in the vicinity of the two platforms being worked. 
Notes the material difference from the Limpsfield drift. BH found one 
stone tool, said not to be very striking but which he sketched on this page.  
 
P.16. Entry from the previous page continues. On reaching Aylesford, 
noting the Abbey Stream and stopping for lunch, BH takes the river path 
towards Burham, making a long detour, the route of which he has 
sketched, and notes the ‘Willow causeway’ by which they pass on their 
‘circumendibus’ (detour). He came out at Ham Hill and then to Birling, 
across the Folkestone beds capped with flint debris. He continued to 
Leybourne Castle going on to Malling Abbey, at which point he caught 
the train to Shoreham. Home by 8.30… the day was ‘Very enjoyable’. 
 
Sunday May 3rd 1891. Very fine day. The Professor [JP] had written: 
‘Hadlow is not important as no true valley impts have (yet) been found 
there. High field and Dunks Green would do better’. Given this advice 
BH acted on it, dedicating the day to a careful inspection. The places 
inspected include Bay Shaw from 7.30-9, High Field, Butt Field, Coney 
Field, Fane Hill (in part), Patch Grove north, all of which yielded not one 

                                                
4 Silas Waggoner’s quarry is legendary for its yield of Palaeolithic stone tools. 
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particle of evidence. Went with Lizzie to Court Lodge Wilderness in the 
evening. Describes an interesting ‘tumulus-like knoll with a Gault 
capping’. Speculates on the origins of the name ‘Ightham’, that it may, at 
one time have been an island and its name may mean ‘island home’. 
 
P.17. On June 10th 1891 BH went to Milton Street, riding with the 
cricketers to Meopham where they parted ways. Started his explorations 
at this point immediately by turning into a field identifying the tertiary 
nature of the gravels there where he found a small worked pebble. Just 
past Nursted Chalk Pit, near Four Wents Way, turned into a field along 
the footpath and noted the pebbles, a few of which were ochreous, on the 
hill shoulder. He passed Braddish Farm along the road to Ash, where he 
turned down the footpath to the right and immediately found an eolith 
near ?Blackament Plantation. Continued to South Fleet Church via a hop 
garden at the top of the high crest to the east, which he noted was covered 
with gravel. He then crossed a field to Southfleet Station where he found 
another eolith. Continuing along a road that took him to the Swanscombe 
path, he came across evidence of the Southern Drift. Gave a passing 
glance at Swanscombe Church.  
 
P.18. A letter from Professor Seeley, dated June 15th 1891 requesting that 
BH conduct a party from the London Geological Field Class around the 
implement-bearing sites, that he made so famous. The letter specifically 
requests that Oldbury Hill be included in the tour and Seeley also asks ‘I 
trust that it may be possible for you to show half a dozen implements, for 
every one of those visitors is capable of becoming a collector…’.  
 
Newspaper clippings re: the biography of John Leech (Punch) by Frith, 
not favourably reviewed. 
 
P.19. The entry records the meeting of the Anthropological Society at 3 
Hannah Sq. London Tuesday June 23rd 1891 at which Tylor was in the 
chair. There was an exhibition of Tasmanian stone implements, courtesy 
of H. Balfour MA and JP read his paper ‘On the primitive characters of 
the flint implements of the chalk plateau of Kent with reference to the 
question of those glacial and pre-glacial age’. BH and De Barri Crawshay 
added their thoughts to those of JP. 
 
In red ink and dated September 25th 1891, Mr Crawshay relays the 
remark that JP whispered to him when Sir John Evans and Professor 
Boyd Dawkins spoke, immediately leaving the room. ‘Their objections 
are puerile and they don’t even wait to have them replied to’. 
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BH made a visit to the Anthropological Society in Hanover Square on 
June 32rd 1891, where he describes arranging a set of eoliths for viewing 
but, as the cases had not arrived, he had to wait until 4 before he could 
begin to sort out the material.  
 
The following day, the 22nd, BH once again travelled to Hanover Square, 
accompanied by Mr Hayward, where he continued his arrangement of the 
eoliths. Mr. Crawshay arrived at 3.30 and BH helped him unpack and 
arrange his eolith specimens. At 4.15 they walked through St James Park 
to the Drill Hall, Westminster to the National Rose Show, ‘a splendid 
sight’. Describes the many flowers and plants, among which were 
orchids, a particularly notable Verbascum and carnivorous plants. At the 
crowded anthropological meeting were luminaries such as General Pitt-
Rivers, Dr. Evans- Boyd Dawkins. EB Tylor, JP, E Hilton, ER Hanson, 
Vignolles. Dr Evans, [somewhat surprisingly] opposed. Boyd Dawkins, 
though Allen Brown’s and Pitt Rivers approval is noted. JP is quoted as 
saying ‘I am prepared to stand or fall by everything brought forward 
today’. BH stayed overnight at the ‘Victoria’ and went home early the 
following morning. Has sketched the method of turning rail trucks on a 
revolving track.  
 
P.20.  The description of the truck-turning method, which clearly 
fascinated BH, is given. He goes on to describe a day roaming around 
London [at odds with the suggestion that, given above, that he departed 
by train quite early in the day] searching for shops, some of which no 
longer existed, and enjoying art at the Academy, such as Millais’ 
‘Lingering Autumn’. Also visited the National Gallery and had dinner 
with Mr Darrington and Mr and Mrs Lawler before departing by train for 
home. 
 
BH receives a group from the London Geological Field Class on July 4th 
1891, led by Professor Seeley. They met at Crown Point. However, as it 
was wet, they made for Ightham and the George and Dragon where they 
took tea. The group then made for BH’s house to inspect the implements 
after which they begin the tour around Oldbury Hill and the excavation 
[of the Middle Palaeolithic rock shelters]. Mr Anquetel’s traps were used 
to get the party to Sevenoaks for the London train. One gentleman stayed 
on to take photographs of the Rock Shelters. Mr Bevington called later 
for a chat with Professor Seeley [who, like the photographer, must have 
stayed on after the group departed]. 
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Extract from a letter from the Reverend Polehampton, which sympathises 
with BH for missing a dinner at the Rogers’ [his first wife’s family from 
Ash]. 
 
P.21. A letter from William Creighton of Wandsworth Common, dated 5th 
July in which BH is asked if he might accommodate a group interested in 
stone tools and early human history, sometime in October. 
 
P.22. A copy of a letter from Professor Seeley, dated July 18th 1891, 
thanking BH on his own behalf and that of the Field Class for the great 
pleasure BH afforded them on their trip to Ightham. The visit to the Rock 
Shelter was clearly the highlight of the day and the group were keen to 
come again. 
 
P.23.The letter from previous page concludes. On July 15th 1891 JP, 
Rupert Jones, Wiltshire and Dr Osmand Fisher visited BH and were taken 
to Oldbury to view the Rock Shelter excavations. On July 20th 1891 BH 
took the same party to Terry’s Lodge via St Clere Lodge where they all 
assembled. 
 
P.23. On July 20th 1891, JP, Rupert Jones and Rev Osmand Fisher again 
visit Terry’s Lodge. They met there at 3.10 and were all delighted with 
the view. From there went to the chalk pit. JP remarked that years ago 
some interesting pipes, now obscured, were observed there. Next they 
drove to the summit of Exedown Road. JP asked if a section could be 
excavated in the close vicinity of some holes. They then observed a clay 
section, from which, in the past, mottled clay was extracted, continuing 
along the perimeter of the wood to the end. They had tea at the Horse and 
Groom before returning home, via Terry’s Lodge. JP recalled notes he 
made some forty years previously about the Tertiary clay in Peckham 
Wood, and he surmised that the water-filled holes, observed that day, 
were indeed one and the same feature. They passed Two Chimney House 
to Drain Farm, the view from which entranced JP who had never been 
there before.  They examined a section south of Drain Farm House where 
another section of stiff red, mottled clay was observed. This entry 
concludes with a line written on the inner margin, Fisher pointing out a 
feature of this clay. 
 
P.24. July 26 1891. A visit to Vigo Plain, Hodsoll Street, Ridley and Ash. 
BH records that he is driven to Rumsey’s Rose Farm (arriving at 8.30) 
where he observed a ‘deep bed of tertiary pebbles’ about 10 feet deep at 
the south end of a field. He also noted a thin drift of white flints in an 
adjoining field. Mr Rumsey told BH that he dug test pits to establish the 
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type of soil on which he was working.  One hole showed a pebble bed, 
another showed pebbles, sharp sand and blue-grey clay. In the adjacent 
field a sandpit was seen. On the surface of this field, no pebbles were 
observed and white, but no ochreous, flint was seen. BH continued on 
past Hodsoll Street to Ridley where he ‘catered’5 to the right of the 
footpath in an attempt to establish the nature of the pebble beds there. 
 
Near the top of the footpath BH noted a ‘sinkage, an almost circular 
hole’, which appeared to be a natural formation, with virtually round 
pebbles in a sandy, iron-stained matrix. He made his way across the field 
to the church, which was under repair and restoration.  He noted the 
presence of glacial gravel beds at a lower level where, again, white, but 
no ochreous flint was seen.  Here he found an implement, though what 
type is not specified. Lunch was had at The Swan and BH was home 
again by 9.20.  Found lots of ‘old olds’ in South Ash patch. Met Mr Pink 
on the way home and also encountered Mr and Mrs P at Fenpond. 
 
P.25. An entry about the ‘Excavations at Oldbury. Report of the 
Committee, consisting of Dr. Evans, Chairman; BH, Secretary; JP and 
Professor Seeley’. BH was duly appointed to carry on excavating at 
Oldbury Hill near Ightham in order to ascertain or otherwise the existence 
of Rock Shelters there. The following is a copy of the report, written by 
BH in July 1891:  
 

‘Owing to hindrances the work could not be begun until 
August 1890. The first excavation immediately below the 
exposed rocks was unproductive, in a great measure. This was 
owing to huge trees close by, the roots of which formed a 
perfect network and offered serious obstacles, as, though 
permission had been granted by the owner to excavate, yet 
damage to the trees was strictly forbidden. A section was first 
cut parallel with the face of the rock, but no true floor was 
reached: the work itself being too near the surface, forming as 
it were, a shoulder under the surface soil. 
 
Many days at this being unsuccessful, another excavation was 
made on the slope of the hill just below, and a considerable 
area was trenched to a depth of about 3 feet. Here, however, 
only Neolithic flakes were found and great blocks of fallen 
rock? from above and deeply imbedded in the soil, presented 
obstacles not easy to surmount. 

                                                
5 To ‘cater’ means to cross a particular landscape at an angle. 
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Later on work was commenced lower down still, at a spot 
where in cultivating the ground in former years relics of 
Palaeolithic age had been found. Two implements were 
secured, but the rocky conditions tried my labourer’s strength 
and to do the work thoroughly horse -power was needed, the 
blocks in many instances weighing more than half a ton. A 
good large area was here trenched to a depth varying from 3-5 
feet. The slope of the bold projecting spur below Mount 
Pleasant, was next tried; and here success crowned our efforts, 
for very soon immense numbers of flakes were met with, and 
in such profusion that I was prompted to carry on this work 
thoroughly. 
 
Leave was asked for and granted for an area of some 9 or 10 
rods to be worked and ere long finely fashioned characteristic 
Palaeolithic impts were found daily as well as flakes, some of 
them so minute that it seemed as if the place of the actual 
workshop had been lighted on. 
 
P.27 [p 26 has been omitted] The greater portion of these 
flakes were found at depths varying from 2 ½ to 3 feet: and as 
a rule, lay at the base and immediately under a gravelly wash. 
 
The implements are very similar to some of those found in the 
rock-shelters of central France. 
 
Similar conditions to this appear on the North West side of 
Oldbury Hill near to an outcrop of rock; and at various times 
implements have been found near by. Leave has been granted 
for work to be carried on here’. 
 
A grant from The British Association for excavations at Rock-
shelters at Ightham, Oldbury 1890 April 26th   1890 was 
received amounting to £10.  On November 25th that year 
another cheque for £5 was received for the same fund.  

 
Newspaper clipping dated 1890, and entitled ‘Salutations’, details 
greetings in many languages and cultures. 
 
P.28. An entry about Well Hill, dated Sunday October 18th  1891. On a 
‘remarkably fine morning’ BH set off at 5.45 via Kemsing, Shoreham for 
Well Hill. He describes a ‘Pearly sky in the east’ as seen from Oldbury 
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Hill, with an indescribable moon setting over Polhill. Via Mildmay’s  
Park and  the steep descent to the river,  he called in at Darent Hulme 
[JP’s home] where he was ‘refreshed’ and continued on to Well Hill 
where the view is described as ‘magnificent’. Looked at the land 
configurations to the West. In a section in a bank on Well Hill ridge, BH 
found some flints the flaking on which he queries as due to natural or 
human action. ‘The Professor’ is said to have viewed it ‘with interest’.  
[Was he accompanied by JP?]  This adventure concluded with BH and JP 
returning to Darent Hulme where BH stayed till 11.20, after which he 
rode to Kemsing in Randall’s trap where Mrs H and Mr Beadle awaited 
him. All three returned home via Fuller Street. BH noted the autumn tints 
on Oldbury Hill. They encounter Mr Bevington collecting roots for his 
‘wild bank’ near Warren Farm. 
 
On October 21st 1891 BH takes the ‘Secretaries Geological Field 
(London) class’ out on what was a wet and stormy day.  They met Mr. 
Creighton and friends in the Red Lion after which they all took off to 
Court Lodge cutting where they viewed the water parting to the west of 
the Lodge. After lunch they visited Mr Isles where they examined 
implements. Next the group visited Oldbury and the Middle Rocks. BH 
and the group then met the trap at Seven Wents from where they went to 
the foot of Exedown and the crest of the field and the old chalk pit off, 
exploring local geology. The day ended when the Field Class members 
caught the 7.15 train. Rain ensued.  
 
P.29. Some extracts from Geikie’s Geology, edited by Professor Geikie. 
On page 736, referring to the ordinary Pals he says (which will also apply 
to the old types): 
 

 ‘Nobody could see a tray full of these implements and retain 
any doubt that they have been fashioned by human hands. Some 
of them are like rude arrow or spear heads while others seem as 
if intended for digging or grubbing up roots, being chipped to a 
rather curved point at one end, while the natural undulating 
surface of the flint is retained at the other. The flint evidently 
being chosen on account of its natural indentations at that end 
fitting into the hand and giving a good grasp to the fingers xx. 
There can be then no longer any dispute that man not only 
existed on the earth generally, but even inhabited generally 
before the extinction of the larger mammalia.  
 
What race of men it was that had to defend themselves with 
rude flint weapons against the great bears, lions and hyenas and 
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preyed with them on the old reindeer and other carinae and 
bovina or pachyderms and proboscidean animals , and how 
many thousand years have elapsed since then, we are left to 
conjecture. Anyone who has read carefully the preceding pages 
can judge for himself as to the time requisite for the animals to 
have become extinct, and for the alterations in the lands and the 
…  surface of the ground to have produced. 
 
In dealing with man as a fossil which has to furnish its quota of 
evidence towards the history of life upon the globe, we do not 
depend merely upon his organism or framework, as in the case 
of the members of the animal kingdom, “he is specially a tool-
making  animal” and his tools or other objects fashioned by him 
are as good evidence of his presence as his bones would be. 
 
Such objects, too, are usually much more numerous and more 
durable than his bones, hence they are more likely to occur as 
fossils. And in actual fact it is chiefly from articles of human 
workmanship, and not from relics of the human skeleton that 
the early history of man has to be compiled’. 

 
P.30. Citation from Geikie’s publication continues:  
 

‘The arrows and spear heads with which he hunted and made 
war, his knives, clubs, stone axes, chisels, needles and such-
like furnish the material for that history. These various 
objects are found in many different situations, imbedded in 
ancient deposits just as other animal remains are. They must 
be treated as fossils and according to the related antiquity of 
the deposits in which they occur must their chronological 
classification be determined. 
 
The oldest works of art yet known to us are implements of 
stone, heads for clubs, spears flint knives and other objects 
whose use can only be guessed at. 
 
A gradation can be traced from the rough made character of 
these in the older deposits down to the neatly trimmed and 
polished implements found in later formations. These last are 
succeeded by metal tools, first of bronze, then of iron 
indicating the gradual advance in Knowledge attained by 
early races.’ [the underlinings are copied exactly from the 
original text] 
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A small, unrelated, newspaper clipping is attached to the top of this page. 
 
Another Newspaper clipping entitled, ‘The Duke of Argyll on Geology’’ 
in which reference is made to Geikie’s “Great Gutter Theory’ by which 
Geikie means the imitation in miniature in railway cuttings, of the earth 
movements and natural conditions to be found everywhere that denuded 
and otherwise shaped land configurations.  
 
P.31. Two newspaper cuttings, the first entitled ‘The Deluge of Argyll’. 
The second gives an account of the undated, Geologists’ Association 
meeting at Ightham, during which, of course, BH’s collection is shown to 
great effect to the group. Interestingly, Mr Kennard, the group Director, 
notes the similarity of BH’s Rock Shelter specimens to some he had 
found in West Wickham. At The George Inn [George and Dragon] when 
the group refreshed themselves with tea, BH read a short paper. Some of 
the group viewed eoliths dug by BH from a pit at Parsonage Farm. The 
article concludes with a glowing affirmation of BH as ‘Kent’s Son’ 
whose collection, it is anticipated, would shortly be owned by Maidstone 
Museum and housed in what it was suggested, was their ‘Proper Home’. 
 
An anecdote about Darwin’s father, copied from the ‘Reminiscences of 
Prideaux John Selby’.  In it is an account of a meeting in 1837 in which 
the writer met Dr Darwin whilst both were on their way to the Liverpool 
British Association Meeting at Shrewsbury. The entry concludes on p. 32. 
 
P.32. On Thursday October 29th, 1891, BH is driven by Arthur Holman to 
Trosley to see the Rev Shepherd, in whose rooms are cases of stuffed 
birds in which BH is most interested. BH notes that the Reverend 
gentleman’s library extends to probably hundreds of old books. The 
mullioned windows of the church are commented upon. Also comments 
on the fact that black flints from the Wrothan Chalk Pit, creamy flints 
from near Punish Farm and others from Cromer, Norfolk that were used 
to build many aspects of the church. Notes the use of tufa in the 
construction and wonders where it comes from6.  Sketches from memory 
accompany the narrative. Noted that the Rector removed the [?original] 
plaster on parts of the church, replacing it with cement used to point 
between blocks of building material.  
 

                                                
6 The village of Wateringbury is the nearest place for locally sourced tufa. 
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P.33. Remarked that the ivy on the tower, peeped into the church, noting 
the famous pulpit he thought would be entirely in character with 
Wrotham Church.  BH goes on to record the Rev Shepherd’s thoughts on 
the possible presence of an even older, since demolished, 
Archaeopiscopal Palace on nearby ‘hummocky ground.’ BH departed, 
leaving the Reverend Shepherd unearthing gravel, where he quickly 
found an eolith among the sandstone and ironstone nodules.  
 
Some discussion of plants that BH must have noticed on this outing, then 
on up the very steep road to Vigo village and Wrotham Hill gravel patch, 
where several worked flints [probably eoliths] were found. BH mentions 
passing ‘The Devils Kitchen Coombe’ which he thought was more 
striking than he had previously observed it to be. BH was home by 3.30. 
There follows a note about the harvesting of barley alongside the 
Pilgrim’s Road, whilst other areas, in an altogether less optimal state, 
remained uncut and harvested. 
 
P.34. On Sunday November 1st 1891 BH met Mr Lewis from the train. 
They went to Rigg’s on Wrotham Hill and found many [eoliths] bearing 
work. They continued along the crest [of the Downs] to Terry’s Lodge. 
BH arrived home at 5.25 but went on to see Mr Hale at Ivy Hatch. 
 
On Monday November 2nd 1891 Alfred Russel Wallace, accompanied by 
Mr and Mrs Swinton of The Vines, in Sevenoaks, dropped in 
unexpectedly at 10.30. They all had ‘a long patient look at old types and 
some later pals’. They all went to Oldbury Rock shelters, Mount Pleasant 
and Middle wood rocks onwards to Crown Point, gathering on their way 
Corydalis claviculata [no doubt at the behest of ARW, whose primary 
love was plants]. These were new to him and he carefully lifted and 
packed them. Later they ate bread and cheese at the Crown Point. The trip 
was counted ‘A memorable visit’ by BH. 
 
BH goes on to describe ARW saying; ‘Mr Wallace is a fine man, say 
about 5’10 ½.  A full flowing beard partly white’ [the man not the beard 
is said to be] ‘…but very very  ?... and elastic in step. ARW is again 
noted as being accompanied by Mr and Mrs Swinton, of The Vines, 
Sevenoaks.  A diligent plant collector, on BH mentioning Salvia 
praetensis, ARW recalled that he had found it at Cobham, many years 
before. 
 
Mr. Worthington Smith’s name was mentioned and he spoke of the 
workmens’ remark about his ‘stone loving proclivities…. . One man 
remarks to another ‘There, do you see that man there Bill- well if you 
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only give him a cartload of stones he’ll sit there and amuse himself all the 
afternoon, and perhaps stand [a] treat as well’. This reminded BH of Mrs 
Crouches advice as to how to keep a fractious child quiet all day: ‘you’re 
only to give it a phial of water and a spoon’. Mention is made of rocks, 
white sand containing shining particles and ‘Filkin’s’ classification, with 
which BH did not concur. The weathered appearance of the rock at the 
shelters is said to have caught the attention [of ARW?]. The possible uses 
of some of the implements is discussed with the bruising along the edges 
being seen as produced through hammering ice. ARW accepted the striae 
[as being produced as BH speculated] whilst the scratches on the rude 
choppers were not, thought [by ARW] to have been produced by 
‘knocking about in drift streams…’. Ice and ice alone, it was concluded, 
could have produced such marks. 
 
P.35. The entry from the previous page concludes here. The plateau of 
gravel capping the Hampshire plain, some 15 to 20 feet thick in places, 
was thought to have been caused by glacial action. The Shode Valley 
with its preponderance of Oldbury stone, which spread out as far as 
Hadlow, was thought by ARW to have been due to the action of ice, not 
simply water. Town House was the subject of enquiry, the side window 
of which was thought by ARW to have settled down soon after its 
construction. Dr Evans thoughts are recorded. He referred to Town House 
as ‘… a Palaeolithic House’. 
 
In red ink, there follows a short entry about ‘some startling finds in the 
auriferous gravels of America. The tools found in these gravels, described 
as pestles and mortars, are said to be exactly the same as to those in use at 
that time, by the native Indians for crushing a sweet edible acorn. [it is 
not clear if this information was given by Wallace and cited here by BH, 
though it seems likely that it was] 
 
An article about Charles Kingsley and his correspondence with Professor 
Max Mullein on St. Michael’s Mount. The theories expounded in the 
entry are geological explanations of this natural phenomenon. 
 
An entry entitled ‘Wallace continued’, is certainly a continuation of that 
from the previous page. Wallace remarks on the ‘privilege’ of being able 
to frequent such a spot as Oldbury. BH Agrees that he is indeed most 
fortunate in this. 
 
P.36. Two newspaper clippings; one of which discusses castles, old halls 
and abbeys of Kent, including Old Soar Farm House; the second is about 
Sissinghurst. Quote in the margin from Topley’s work. The ‘Wallace’ 
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entry concludes with some remarks by ARW on the refusal of his local 
landowners to give permission for him to roam freely in his pursuit of 
rare plants. The reason given was that he would disturb the pheasants7. 
Wallace is clearly disgusted saying ‘Pheasants! All he thinks about is 
rearing a vast lot, then inviting the Prince of Wales to slaughter them’. 
BH begins to recall a similar situation on the Shoreham Hills, involving 
Sir Henry James, but the recollection tails off without conclusion. 
 
A copy of a letter to BH from Thomas Wilson of the United States 
National Museum, dated October 27th 1891.  BH is offered cash, or an 
exchange of implements, if he will put together a set of Palaeolithic 
implements for the museum. [Eoliths are not mentioned though it is 
probable that what was being requested included these items]. 
 
P.37.  On Sunday November 8th 1891 BH took off with Shrivell to Buley 
and Stangate Quarry. Mr Parks joined them later and, after dinner they 
took the trap to Fawke Common. They walked part of the way back to 
[Ightham] Mote.  BH became poetic in his description of the wonderful 
autumn colours, which he thought were just past their peak.  They called 
on Mr Appleton with whom they examined interesting parts of Ightham 
Mote. The trap met them at Ivy Hatch and BH was home by 5. Frank 
Smith from Ash was awaiting BH’s return and they all had a ‘very cosy, 
snug, comfortable and enjoyable evening’. BH appreciated the intelligent 
interest with which prehistoric remains were regarded. 
 
JP’s thought on both the palaeoliths and eoliths of the Wealden uplands. 
Whilst the former, he speculates, bore all the marks of having been 
‘entombed’, the ‘rude implements’ appeared to have been carried along 
with the southern drift to the plateau down the central Wealden upland, 
which he estimated to have taken place in pre-glacial times and which, 
before its denudation, might have formed a mountain range of between 
2000-3000 feet:  
 

‘If it should prove that the rude implements have been thus 
swept down from these uplands with the drift which has 
evidently come from that quarter- and we have found nothing 
to indicate that they were made on the spot where they are now 
found- it is possible that they have to be relegated to a still 
earlier period than I have named. But that must be a question 

                                                
7 This incident, as related to BH by ARW during his visit to Ightham, had an impact 
on BH because in Arthur Mee’s ‘Hero Book’ (p.245) it is cited as being in complete 
contrast to the freedom to wander freely that BH enjoyed in his ‘world’.  
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for the future, for the present I am concerned only to show that 
their extreme rudeness as a whole, points to a very primitive 
state of art, which is in accordance with the antiquity indicated 
by the known geological evidence. This would not, however, 
preclude the possibility of somewhat later date’ 

 
P.38. August 1871. Rest of the page is blank. Newspaper clippings re: the 
AGM of The Kent Archaeological Society, which continues to p.39.  
 
P.39. Little homily, entitled ‘On Holiday’ from the Cornhill Magazine, in 
red ink in margin. An article from the Daily News, which BH says, 
appeared two days after a walk on Fawke Common during which autumn 
colours were duly noted and commented upon. Dated November 8th 1891. 
A handwritten entry alongside the clipping about an autumn walk before 
an intense storm. 
 
P.40. On November 17th 1891 BH walked to Kemsing where he made 
some geological observations. He called on Coomber to discuss his 
furniture. After refreshment at the pub he went on to Wick Farm. On the 
way there he found some eoliths south of the farmhouse. Continued on to 
Romney Street, he left his overcoat with Jack Miller and ‘trudged on’ 
finding more eoliths and one flake on a stone heap en route. Noted that 
there was only white flint to be seen as he reached Bourne Farm. He then 
turned across by Upper Austin Lodge to Preston Hill. He continued to 
observe and examine the landscape finding ironstone, eventually turning  
in to the hop garden, in the extreme south west of which he found an 
‘ochreous patch’ where there were eoliths.  He noted that, lying on the 
shoulder of the plain as it did, the white drift had not, as in other places, 
completely obscured the ochreous patch.  He met Mr Bullen and they 
chatted. Small ink sketch of this landscape at bottom of page. 
 
On Sunday November 22nd 1891 BH went out with Mr Lewis. They 
called in on Mr Bullen to whom BH showed specimens from Preston Hill 
(which, EH says, was dug in October 1891). Called in on JP and stayed 
nearly an hour and where they all looked at Mr Bullen’s [eolith] finds. 
They continued on to Well Hill where they found a flake with a worked 
tip. From there they made their way to Polhil8 and Meen Wood.  After 
meeting Mr Crawshay for a chat, they went on to see Mr Bevington and 
                                                
8 The present day Polhill Bank, a chalkland nature reserve, is a south-east facing slope 
to the north-west of the Darenth, on which the chalk cross is located. That is where 
BH probably made his way after the visit to Well Hill. From there it seems most 
likely that he went to Meenfield Wood, shortened by him to Meen Wood, which lies 
above and to the West of Polhil. 
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admired his two ‘Celts’ found at a site into which BH resolved to look. 
Short note about a disputed artifact which JP, Evans and all now accept as 
legitimate. 
 
P.41.Worthington Smith on Dunstable finds, dated November 22th 1891. 
This entry is clearly a copy of a letter from WGS to BH in which he 
comments that he has read Laing’s ‘Modern Science and Modern 
Thought’ but not his ‘Problems of the Future’. He says that he has never 
spoken to Mr Laing so any mention of stone tools from his (WGS’s) area 
by Laing must have been taken from his note in ‘Nature’. He notes that 
he sometimes delays writing in the hope that he will find better material 
about which to write. He informs BH that he continues to find small 
numbers of implements at higher levels, mostly due to the absence of 
excavations and the fact that the implements are too deep for ploughing to 
turn up. He notes that those Palaeolithic implements he has from these 
elevations are ‘remarkable’. 760 feet OD is the highest elevation at which 
he found an implement. Asks about the location of ‘Nettleden’. Says he 
cannot recall writing to BH about ‘double scrapers’ in 1884. Expresses 
the desire to visit BH and ‘look over the odds and ends’. Tells BH that JP 
has sent 2 or 3 of his papers, one of which is about eoliths and mentions 
his recent trip to Ireland where he saw many ancient, prehistoric 
monuments. 
 
P.42. Poetry! Dated October 29th 1891. Lord Randolph and his exploits 
are the subjects of this verse. 
 
A visit to the Preston Hill section, dated November 27th 1891. Just to the 
right of the path BH inspected a hole 5 ft deep in which he saw ‘huge 
flints sparingly dotted about in it’, noting that a worked flint was found at 
a depth of 46 inches, just above the chalk. Mr Bullen and Mr Major 
joined him at the section.  In the SW corner of the hop garden, they found 
a Dene9 hole full of ochreous flint, in which BH had no difficulty finding 
many pieces bearing work, two of which were typical specimens. He 
notes that the same types may be found on the plain. 
 
P.43. The entry from the previous page concludes with BH calling in on 
Mr Body before going on to Week Farm where he found ‘old types’ on 
the summit at a level of 697 feet OD. Note in margin re: continuing bad 
weather. Also a short note re: the predicted bad weather. 
 

                                                
9 An artificial cave dug into the chalk, which was probably used for the purpose of 
fertilizing fields. These features are exclusive to north Kent and south Essex. 
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An entry entitled ‘Lewis on visit to Nufffield and Nettlebed’ dated  
November 27th  1891.This is a  copy of a letter from Mr Lewis to BH 
which gives  an account of the geology of these places. There are 
references to ‘the old olds’. Looks at the gravel pit at Turner’s Court but 
found no implements there. There were no sections at Nuffield Common 
so he [Lewis] set off across the fields but found nothing. He departed 
‘broken hearted’ stopping at a few places till it was too dark to continue.  
 
P.44. On the following day (Sunday), in search of ‘old olds’, he set off for 
Windmill Hill where he found a Tertiary bed at 56 feet OD above 
Nettlebed.  He noted a five feet thick spread of ‘trail’ and, beneath the 
surface noted the presence of many Neolithic flakes, which he compared 
to a gunflint-making knapping floor. Continuing up to the 900 feet OD 
level, he notes increasing spreads of ochreous flint, picking up specimens 
here and there, though no eoliths among them. Rain having put a stop to 
Mr Lewis’s playtime, he made his way back to Nuffield pond. Somewhat 
forlornly, he quotes Mr Crawshay’s words; ‘Ah! You will be sure to find 
if you only look long enough’. Despite his lack of success he determines 
to look again at the high levels for [eoliths]. The letter ends on an 
optimistic note with the thought that his ‘world’ had been extended on 
this expedition. 
 
Enigmatic reference to Mr Lewis and his finds. 
 
On Sunday December 6th 1891, Mr Shrivell and Philip Lake BA FGS  
arrived and all three enjoyed and examined BH’s eoliths and the 
palaeoliths. 
 
P.45. The entry from the previous page continues with a trip in Isles’s 
trap, to Four Wents where they ate Welsh Goose for dinner. From there 
taking the trap, they went to St Clere, Terry’s Lodge, and home via 
Wrotham. Mr Lake and BH then walked to Oldbury and the Rock 
Shelters and down Sandy Lane. BH points out landscape features, such as 
the head of the Shode  [stream] and comments on how, after very heavy 
rain, the spring arises about 100 yards north of the [then] present outlet. 
Mr Lake commented about the formation of holes, which would allow the 
super-saturated soil to form a reservoir spring. 
 
There is a reference to Mr Lake’s experience of striated stones in India. 
He was favourably disposed to BH’s specimens. BH regards showing  his 
stones to a man of such authority as ‘a real treat’. 
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On Sunday December 20th 1891 BH recorded 14 degrees of frost and, at 
10, together with Ted and Agnes, started walking on what he considered 
to be ‘a delightful day, across the fields to St Clere, up to Terry’s Lodge 
after which they looked at Mr Evelyn’s garden? They called in on Mr 
Skinner, who was ill and then went on to Wrotham Hill, from where they 
made their way home at 12.45. 
 
On Christmas day 1891 the cold foggy weather kept them all at home. 
Boxing day was milder but they remained at home. On Sunday 27th 
December 1891, BH and Willie went to Trosley, Coldrum and [passing 
through two places which BH’s writing render unintelligible], on to Vigo, 
Fairseat and Stansted, arriving home at 3. 
 
From stone heaps near [?a] ford old types were found. BH had a look at 
the church, inspecting the flint wall at the west end. Here he found some 
beautiful impressions of fossils and some striking organisms new to him. 
A sketch illustrates one type of fossil. 
 
P.46. A few lines from a poem by Whittier about the robin. The entry 
about Trosley from the previous page continues with a few lines and a 
sketch of the Coldrum circle noted and sketched. BH notes huge stones 
lying below as if the cap stone had fallen and possibly been broken. 
Promises to send a sketch of this to General Pitt Rivers. Notes that he 
found some derived ochreous specimens close to Pilgrim’s Road. 
Lunched at Vigo. Went on to search the heights at Stansted and found one 
very good specimen (sketched). Thinks that some pottery he also found 
there may have been Roman. 
 
P.47. Found a much weathered ‘shoo shaped or combination tool…’ at 
Ash Place. BH downed a glass of ale at The Horse and Groom and, as 
usual, had a joke with Heasman, the landlord. The joke was about 
‘railway time’10, which, Heasman noted, was not used there, the clocks 
being set according to the activity of Norton’s windmill. Heasman always  
made a point of saying that people from Ightham were not entitled to a 
drink because of parish boundaries. [Clearly an in-joke, shared between 
Heasman and BH, the humour of which is lost today.] 
 
Line noting Dr. Tylor’s Lecture at the London Institute January 17th 1892. 
 

                                                
10 By 1855, time was standardized across the railway network, simplifying train travel 
and making connections between networks more reliable.  
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February 3rd 1892. A copy of part of a letter, from Spong[?], which 
relates to the excellent nature of Tylor’s lecture. Some remarks about the 
impossibility of gaining much knowledge of our most chronologically 
distant ancestors due to their having left so few artifacts behind.  
 
An entry entitled: ‘The Dustpan on the Stairs’. Jolly Victorian verse. 
Continues to P 48. 
, 
P.48. A copy of a letter from Mr Bell, dated February 5th 1892. It is a 
piece by his friend Mr Butler, of Oriel College, in which he satirizes the 
theory of evolution. This typifies the notion of ‘savage to civilization’ 
starting with ‘ape man’ in whose heart stirred ‘a Ruskin’ when, having 
bathed in a fountain he first saw his ‘ugly phiz’. The taste for art having 
been born, though rudimentary and realized at this stage only by 
employing a stick, nevertheless Man, the implement-maker arose, 
shedding his ‘apehood’ like a robe.  The reader is enjoined to ‘go to 
Darwin’ if they find the evolutionary explanation unbelievable. The soul 
is mentioned at the conclusion of this entry on p 49.  
 
P.50.  A copy of Mr Bevington’s letter to Mrs Davis, dated February 12th  
1892. A general letter re: Influenza and the use of Eucalyptus oil as a 
preventative: Reading, especially biographies and also taking 
‘biographical walks’. Lists, among others, Roseberry, Pitt, Huxley, and 
Hulme. Has also read a translation of the book of Job by Renan. Offers to 
lend his books to Mrs Davis. Notes the inklings of Spring in the emerging 
flowers. Offers to show Mrs Davis his grounds. Tells Mrs D how he 
encourages the birds to visit his garden by putting food out on a peculiar 
type of bird table.  
 
P.51. A sketch of the bird-feeding table and the types of birds attracted. 
[Some unusual birds eg: the Blue Bennet, the Ox Eye Tit, the Marsh Tit 
among other more common species] 
 
A copy of a letter from Professor James Geikie of the University of 
Edinburgh in which he acknowledges receipt of JP’s paper in which BH’s 
investigations are noted. Says he would like to visit BH but work and 
wandering in foreign lands have prevented this. Tells BH about his 
current work on the ‘Antiquity of Man’ based on research both geological 
and archaeological. Notes that the more research that he undertakes, the 
greater becomes human antiquity. A warm and congratulatory letter sent 
‘with best wishes’. 
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P.52. BH makes a trip to Beech Wood field where he examines pottery 
found by ‘stone diggers’ near a large hole. He ponders why the ‘fine’  
Neolithic stone tool was left there.  Sketch to illustrate. Notes the depth of 
the discovery of these artifacts as around 2.1/2 feet and the layer in which 
they were found as easily distinguishable from the natural section. The 
panorama from this vantage point took in the Shode Valley, Wealden and 
Hurst Wood. BH sees it as an outpost of Rosewood [where he supposed 
there to have been a Neolithic settlement]. Holman and Ashley were the 
workers who made this discovery. [Holman was an old stone-tool hunting 
acolyte of BH, in whom he had much faith.] 
 
 On March 25th 1892 BH made a second visit to Beech Wood where more 
finds of pottery were made, though no effort was made to keep them. 
 
Copy of part of a letter dealing with Mr Bell’s thoughts on a suggestion 
of Tylor’s and dated April 3rd 1892. ‘I have a little bit of news for you. At 
Dr Tylor’s request I wrote a short paper on the ‘old olds’ to give reasons 
for their sameness. I believe that it will appear in the Anthrop [Journal?] 
but I am not certain yet. If so I shall have to have a few illustrations and 
your nephews are A.1.’11 
 
On Good Friday 1892 there was13 degrees of frost overnight, followed 
by what BH describes as ‘one of the finest days on record’. BH gardened 
till the sun disappeared at 3.30 into clouds to the south-west. Wet weather 
ensued followed by a foot of snow overnight. 
 
P.53. Entry from previous page continues with a description of the thaw. 
A cyclist who had ridden thirty miles from the West reported no snow 
west of Sevenoaks. 
 
A copy of an article from from Natural Science April 1892 No 2, entitled 
‘Preglacial Man in Britain’. Cites references, in particular 
Anthropological Journal of 1892. Three points are discussed. They are: 

1) On the relation of the Westleton Shingle. Part 111 Southern Drift 
2) On the age of the Valley of the Darent 
3)  On the primitive characters of the flint implements of the chalk 

plateau of Kent with reference to the question of their glacial or 
pre-glacial age. 

 

                                                
11 BH’s nephew, Willie Tomkin, was a graphic artist whose work occasionally 
appears in BH’s archive, and who also worked with Pitt-Rivers . 
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This is used to argue for the presence of [Eolithic] man prior to the 
denudation of the Thames valley and the Weald. Acknowledges that no 
one is ‘quite prepared, without better evidence to accept… that not only 
was the plateau race not contemporary with the valley men, but also that 
the former belonged to a period considerably anterior to the latter, either 
an early glacial or a pre-glacial period’. 
 
Doubts are expressed as to the theories [of JP] re: the existence of the 
Wealden anticline on which eoliths were deemed to have originally been 
deposited and later transported them to their current position capping the 
South and North Downs. This drift, it is noted, is deemed to be older than 
that of the Boulder Clay. 
 
P.54.  The entry from the previous page continues. Queries are raised 
about any human agency in shaping them. It is noted that they have been 
found up to depths of 2 ½ feet below the surface. The state in which the 
plateau drift then appeared is noted as being unlikely to have been the 
same as existed before, the solution of the underlying chalk, flood action 
and other natural phenomena, altered the status quo. JP’s suggestion 
about the existence of a pre-glacial, central Wealden mountain range of 
between 2-3000 feet is disputed. Instead, it is suggested that the stones 
[eoliths] may have been subject to constant re-deposition over a long time 
span, coming only recently to be deposited in the red clay of the summit 
of the North Downs.  JP’s early papers are judged as being valuable in the 
study of human antiquity but his later work [on eoliths] is found wanting 
and the question of such is regarded as remaining as it did some years 
ago.  
 
A copy of an article by J Allen Browne on ‘Continuity of Pal and 
Neolithic periods’ dated March 8th 1892. This seems to have been sent, 
perhaps as part of a letter, to BH from Worthington Smith. The theories 
put forward here are based on the discovery of stone tools on the south 
coast and the hinterland of Sussex.  
 
P.55. The copied article from the previous page continues here with a 
discussion of the chalk-valley geology of the area. The term ‘Mesolithic’ 
is used here to describe stone implements described as ‘transitional’ and 
being ‘intermixed with flint implements of older types’. The relative 
proximity of Palaeolithic implements together with the remains of extinct 
megafauna, found incidentally, far from the sea, is noted. The writer 
suggests that the evidence from this area confirms that humans were 
present throughout from Palaeolithic to Neolithic times. Mention is made 
of [BH’s] rock shelters and the similarity of implements found there with 
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those from France, but BH is not cited by name. Refers to the evolution 
of stone tools from the simple chipped nodule of the plateau drift, through 
the tools associated with valley drift and [Mesolithic] transitional tools, to 
the ‘highly finished Celts of the Neolithic age, in which the forms were 
continued in the earliest stages of the age of copper and bronze’. The full 
version of this paper appeared in Nature, March 24th 1892. 
 
What follows is part of a letter from Worthington Smith, dated 12th April 
1892. ‘The Stumbling block is this. You find assumed tools without bulbs 
and attribute them to the earliest times:  but with your dubious tools you  
get others of good quality. It is therefore reasonable to suppose that the 
bulbless tools belong to the good quality times. If your plateau produced 
nothing but bulbless blocks then [we] might take them as the product of a 
race to whom the bulb was unknown’. 
 
P.56. Continued from the previous page: ‘You say your rude blocks 
belong to the pre-bulbous days. How can that be? If chipped at all each 
chip must have had a bulb. Further search would no doubt produce them. 
 
As I take it, your chief discovery is the finding of the genuine tools on the 
chalk plateau. The rude blocks, whether artificial or not cannot be up to 
anything, because similar dubious forms occur in all Pale  gravels of 
whatever age and position. 
 
It is very well to quote Mr. Wallace and others, but you yourself know 
more about stone implements than they. I esteem your own opinion most. 
I suppose all the tools you get on the high levels have been drifted a little.  
Cannot you spot the locality where they were made and get the flakes and 
replace them on the tools of the site of their original manufacturing.’  
 
Tuesday June 28th 1892’ newspaper clipping re: thunderstorms. 
On 28th June 1892 BH returned quickly from Basted, reaching home just 
in time before a ‘truly terrific storm’ broke. BH describes the substantial 
damage wreaked as a result of this. 
 
P.57.  BH describes a walk he took to Priory Hill via Dunstall and 
Shoreham, dated Thursday June 16th 1892. He walked on to Darent 
Hulme where he lunched, Describes a trench at ‘Body’s’ which he 
followed to the edge of the scarp where, on the shoulder, he found some 
ochreous flints and evidence of the Southern Drift. There he found a worn 
but entire Palaeolithic implement, which he judged to be important.  
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Notes that Crawshay went to the same spot on Tuesday June 21st 1892 
and spent 3 hours searching. His Palaeolithic finds are described as ‘A1’. 
Subsequent visits yielded eoliths. 
 
Newspaper clipping re: Mr. Shaw-Lefevre 
 
P.58. A clipping entitled ‘Good things about Oliver Wendell Holmes’. 
 
PP 58-65 are taken up with a copy of a paper by O.A Shrubsole FGS 
entitled ‘On certain less familiar forms of Palaeolithic flint implements 
from the gravels at Reading’ which was published in the Journal of the 
Anthropological Society, dated May 1884. The gravels discussed are 
those around Reading, being the area with which Mr Shrubsole is 
familiar. He lays no claim that the Palaeoliths he found there are 
necessarily characteristic of this area, explaining that these are the only 
gravels he has examined thoroughly and upon which, therefore, he can 
comment with any authority. 
 
P.58. Most of the implements he found came from the Gravelands Gravel 
Pit, on the south side of the Thames, about a mile from Reading and on 
P.59. the road leading to Tilehurst. The elevation, at the surface is said to 
be 197 feet OD. He notes that the hill at Caversham, on the opposite side 
of the river, also contains a thin deposit of ‘implementiferous’  gravel at 
an elevation of 113 feet above the river level. He comments that these are 
among the older gravels of the Thames Valley, in which implements are 
found in the lower levels. Occasionally they are also found at the top in 
spreads of whitish flint, which remain to be definitively accounted for. He 
suggests that these finds may represent the presence of man at a later 
date, though he notes no great difference in typology of implements 
found at these different levels. There is however, a difference in the 
patina and external condition.  ‘…outside flakes’ [by which it is assumed 
he means primary flakes]. It is suggested, that these were frequently 
utilized as well as pebbles, which he takes to indicate the local absence of 
good flint material. He comments that, most, though not all the artifacts 
were found in the lowest gravel deposits. He draws comparison with the 
artifacts found in the valley of the Somme, at Mesvin, which were found 
in the basal gravels. Examples cited by Dr Evans, of finds from Cuse, 
Little Cuse and the Thames at Acton are given. 
 
General Pitt Rivers is cited as stating that the implements from Ealing 
Dean were found lying at the bottom of the gravel and that Mr 
Worthington Smith’s finds in London were between 12 to 30 feet below 
the land surface. 
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P.60. Declines to discuss the general question of gravel deposits and their 
geological age but says that, if the gravels are implement-bearing and 
were all deposited around the same time, the implements are to be found 
not far from the base, which he says means that the implements are as 
old, perhaps even older, than the gravels. Mentions the fact that the  
greater mass of the Reading gravels yield very little evidence of an 
ancient human presence. In post-glacial times, he notes, when ‘rigorous 
climactic conditions’ still prevailed, such evidence is to be found, though 
the evidence suggests that ‘the race’ disappeared as climactic conditions 
gradually improved and the snows melted. 
 
He questions the time taken for the action of slow-flowing rivers, such as 
the Thames, to have covered and then re-excavated channels as deep as 
75 or even 113 feet, as might have occurred at Reading, during post 
glacial times, implying the impossibility of such in so short a time, 
especially when compared with what had occurred during both Miocene 
and Pliocene times. He points out that the Thames, during the present, 
Holocene period, showed no such erosive power, which might have 
resulted in the deepening of channels. 
 
Cunnington notes that the power by which a river erodes and deepens its 
channels is that of gravitation aided by detritus carried along in its stream 
[the implication being that deposition occurs on the bank and thus 
deepens the stream]. If, he suggests, the fall of a river is slight, such 
detritus becomes a burden and is deposited on the river bottom and along 
its banks [only?] when flooding occurs. He then asks ‘… if the 
excavations of the Thames valley were the work of post-glacial times, 
through what demands it may be asked, was the damage of the land 
effected in post-Eocene times?’ 
 
These difficulties, Cunnington concludes, beset the theory of the post- 
glacial formation of high-level gravels by current rivers, and he was 
unable to satisfy himself as to the validity of a theory that hinged on such 
proposals. Instead, he chose to accept the newer theories of Professor 
James Geikie and Mr SV Ward, as a more probable explanation. 
 
P.61. Professor Phillips drew a sketch map, in his work on the geology of 
Oxford and the Thames valley, which showed that a submergence of only 
250 feet would have been sufficient to allow the sea to enter the Thames 
Valley river system, converting it into a sea-loch. 
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Mr SV Ward, who according to Cunnington, had made a study of the 
potential for the conditions described above to have given rise to the 
high-level gravels in the Thames valley, concluded that these were indeed 
formed during the depression, and subsequent emergence of southern 
Britain. The presence of the fossil Cyrena fluvialis in association with the 
sand and gravel [of the high-level Thames valley deposits] points to an 
accumulation during a later depression of moderate extent. Cunnington 
does not offer an opinion on this theory, merely observing that such 
gravels are likely to be ‘somewhat mixed up’. 
 
The facts, as understood by Cunnington, suggested to him that, before 
conditions became unsuitable for the existence of mammalian life, as a 
result of the spread of a great ice sheet, or possibly submergence, a 
population existed in the south and east of the country before the onset of 
an intense period of cold. With regard to the implements found in the 
Reading basal gravels, Mr Ward suggests that they were deposited either 
before or during the glaciation whilst Professor Geikie thought that they 
were laid down in inter-glacial period or before the ice age occurred. 
 
There follows a discussion of the occurrence of quartz and quartzite 
pebbles from the Triassic conglomerate of the Thames valley gravel. He 
notes that such pebbles have also been found in the basement bed of the 
Norwich Crag, therefore occurring early in that epoch and covered by a 
widely distributed glaciation. Quartzite and Quartz pebbles found at the 
basement of gravels here show, according to Shrubsole, that such a 
dispersal occurred early in the glacial period 
 
A quote from p284 of Professor Woodward’s paper, in the Quarterly 
Journal of the Geographical Society, 1884, re: the organic remains found 
in the Graveland gravels, which include,  ‘Equaas, Elephas primigenius, 
Corvus sp and Rhinocerus tichorhinus. No fluviatile shells, whether 
marine or fluviatile, had, to the time of writing,, been met with. 
 
P.62. It is noted that implements are generally scarce in the Graveland 
gravels. Those of the ‘fine pointed type’ such as those found in Bedford, 
Acton and the north east of London had not, to the date of writing, been 
met with. Most of the implements that were found were more or less 
ovate, of moderate size and abraded. Altogether, there were some ‘larger 
and very rude tools’. 
 
Cunnington goes on to describe the form of some of the more interesting 
implements found in the Reading gravels. He cites WG Smith, who says, 
‘No greater mistake can be made than the getting together of the more 
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highly-finished and perfect implements’. To do so, Cunnington 
concludes, would be to ignore the [wider] evidence of human 
workmanship and the rejection of an artifact that could throw light upon 
ancient human activity. He says he has never discarded any flint with any 
sign, however minimal, of intentional modification. The observations he 
made convinced him that such ‘less recognised forms’ are not peculiar to 
any one locality and that, in general, they are not the focus of much 
attention from collectors and do not find their way into museums. 
 
Discusses hollow scraping stone tools, which he says are to be found in 
abundance in the gravels. He notes that such tools must necessarily have 
been ‘incurving’ in order to best modify wood, bone and horn. He 
suggests that a rounded shape was that most associated with early 
humans, and gives examples [no doubt from ethnography] of round huts, 
round poles for the attachment of spear-heads, clubs, arrows and bows, 
and so on. A small sketch, ‘figure 1’ is an example of a flint flake with 
semi-circular recesses. This tool type is attributed to the Neolithic period 
and has been described as a hollow scraper. The Pitt Rivers collection has 
an abundance of such implements, which are said to have been used to 
form the shafts of spears. 
 
P.63. Cave [Middle Palaeolithic] stone tools had been found in widely 
dispersed areas and several figured in the Reliquae Aquitanica.  It is 
suggested that this distinct type of artifact should also be present in the 
gravels, which is confirmed to be the case, though they are not as 
abundant as [Lower Palaeolithic] types. Examples can be found of such 
tools in gravels in Sir John Evans’ book on the topic on pages 499,515 
and 502. At the Graveland’s pit these types are more numerous than 
‘Hache’s’.  It is estimated that, in fact, these tools are more abundant than 
any other form of scraping tool, possibly even more so than any other 
type of tool. Cunnington then notes that figure 7, which shows the first of 
this type found  [at Graveland’s pit] by anyone, looks like a scraper of 
this type. [there is no sketch of this] 
 
Cunnington is cited as suggesting that such tools were made specifically 
for scraping, many being made very quickly, though some, he notes, were 
carefully produced. They were general ‘everyday tools’, with multiple 
uses. Two sketches of hollow scrapers copied from Figures 2 and 3 of the 
paper. Cunnington guessed that curved edges were probably more useful 
than straight-edged tools of this type. 
 
P.64. Hache’s are recognised as often being used as scrapers, which two 
illustrations of Figures 4 and 6 of the paper are supposed to demonstrate. 
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Implements from St. Acheul, with chisel-like terminations which, he 
suggests, also served as scrapers.  One particular implement with this 
characteristic has, in addition, a smooth, semi-circular depression on one 
side.  The possibility that it may have been used to soften things, such as 
leather, is raised.  Ethnographic evidence from observations of the 
Eskimo practices is used to validate this suggestion.  
 
A list of three types is give: 

1) ‘The compound or combination scraper presenting both a curved 
and an incurved outline, or otherwise subserving the same use’ 

2) ‘The scraper proper, whether small in size and held between the 
finger and thumb, or fitting the palm of the hand. Some have a 
duplication of the groove or hollow and might be called pen 
polishers’ 

3) ‘The hollow chisel, or plane, the curved recess being at the 
extremity, not the side of the instrument as in figure 11’. 
 

A sketch of this last scraper, which is said to be large enough to permit 
the use of considerable force and which is described as a ‘Two-handed 
plane or shaving tool’. 
 
There follows another sketch, Figure 10, with an explanation: ‘…is an 
interesting example of this class. It doubtless originally had a sharp 
planing edge, but it has the appearance of having been thoroughly worn 
in use. Figure 11 is also sketched and shows a putative plane or shaving 
implement. 
 
Despite the significance of these tools and their abundance in ancient 
gravels, Cunnington comments that they do not reveal much about the 
‘absolutely primitive condition of Man’. He suggests that such tools 
reflect the great length of time over which a level of human cognitive 
development occurred that was sufficient to produce such sophisticated 
implements. 
 
P.65. Cunnington seems here to suggest that such tool forms serve as 
something of a link between those tools most associated with the river 
gravels and those found more often is caves12. He acknowledges that the 
                                                
12 The idea being proposed here, that of transitional artifacts that link one stage of 
technical development with another, more sophisticated level, was beloved of BH. 
Many of his sketch books have drawings of tools listed as ‘transitional’ or 
‘evolutionary’. Some of these are eoliths but some are genuine artifacts. The 
application of these somewhat Lamarckian ideas to stone tools was fairly widespread 
in the early days of Palaeolithic archaeology. 
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taphonomy of such different sites of deposition, that is the highly 
energetic processes that operated in the past on the river gravels, which 
necessarily means that the smaller or more delicate artifacts are unlikely 
to have survived, as opposed to those of the cave deposits where 
formation processes were altogether more tranquil, thus giving a different 
impression of human antiquity. He does however suggest that the 
scraping tools, so abundant in caves, have prototypes in the river gravels. 
Questions the likelihood of such ancient humans having developed the 
bow and arrow. He says that he is not proposing that there is a connection 
between gravels that yield the most ancient tools with those of the caves 
and the ‘Reindeer period’ but rather that they demonstrate ‘how slow has 
been the march of human progress, and that the different stages have 
much in common than is sometimes supposed’. 
 
The last entry is somewhat curtailed, being only four lines in length and 
deals with knives and cutting tools. 
 
Two blank pages. 
 
P. 67.  A list of the excursions from 1865 to 1875. Taken from notebooks 
and diaries. Of interest [mostly because they are not mentioned in 
Harrison of Ightham or any notebooks or other archive material available 
in Maidstone Museum], are visits to places such as Canterbury, Dover, 
Goudhurst, Sittingbourne, Kew and Cranbrook. 
 
[From hereon pagination reverts to sequence starting with page 1] 
 
P.1. Copy of a letter to Mr Loveland from Mr Constable (BH’s old 
schoolmaster), dated March 19th 1890: 
 

‘Thank you for lending me the paper, which I now return. It 
is always pleasant to hear of the successful and honourable 
achievements of old pupils although, as in this case, little 
credit can be claimed for the schoolmaster. 

 
“Ben” owes something no doubt to his brother Thomas who 
from his boyhood found delight in the study of natural 
science, and his influence and example must have been very 
helpful to his younger brother. 
 
However, it is not special advantages but the spirit that is in 
him that has enabled our friend to attain to such honours. 
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When you meet him again pray offer my sincere 
congratulations’. 

 
The letter appears to end here and is followed by a little information 
about a teacher whom Mr Constable engaged and who had been a valet to 
Mr Layard13 whom he had accompanied on his travels and with whom he 
had ascended Vesuvius. 
 

‘Autobiographical notes November 15th 1888. Born December 
14th 1837 at Ightham Kent.  In the year 1845 to school at Seal under 
Mr. Edmund Harrison and continued until 1849. Then to British 
School, Platt educated by Mr Stephen Constable, left in 1852. 

 
It was here that I first became interested in geology. My 
brother Thomas and my master Mr S. Constable being great 
friends, Mr Constable the possessor of Lyell’s Elements of 
Geology. About 1850 or 51 Mr C chartered a van to take all 
the schoolboys to Kits Coty House and on our way we 
inspected and tried to remember the countless stones and a 
passing glance at the well-known Aylesford drift bed, 
afterwards a walk by the river side as far as Allington Castle, 
on our way the yellow button-like flowers of wild Tansy 
(Tanacetum vulgare) attracted my attention as well as the 
aquatic plants never seen before. 
 
Shortly after this I paid a visit to my former school fellows 
John and William Barton of Dunks Green, and a walk in a 
field above the barn and…  
 
P.2. …SW of the chapel proved very interesting, for here I 
found in great force a vast spread of flint, Oldbury stone, 
ironstone and chert which excited my curiosity as to the means 
by which it was brought there. An intimacy with Mr Salmon’s 
son of Hampton’s Paper Mill led to many subsequent visits to 
Dunks Green and then I found that the spread of flint and 
debris [from [BH has omitted to tell us the place from which 
the gravel extended] was extended over the field behind the 
old public house. 
 
Later on a visit with my old school fellow Thomas Bassett to 
Hadlow, led me to examine the curious denuded root of a tree 

                                                
13 This refers to Austin Henry Layard of ‘Nineveh’ fame. 
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at the bottom of Oxenheath Park, which when a child had 
always been noticed in my journeys. There with old James 
Cook (our former warehouseman) and here I observed the 
extension of the gravel spread with large blocks of Oldbury 
stone on the opposite bank. 
 
About this time I became interested in the denudation of the 
weald and my brother Tom constructed a paper model of the 
existing exposed strata by means of various coloured papers. 
Each one serving to show one stratum and as the same paper 
passed over the underlying sheet it was a clear illustration of 
the interesting Wealden strata.’ 

 
On the opposing, left hand, page, in red ink, is an account of how BH first 
read Gilbert White’s History of Selbourne and later, how he acquired a 
copy of his own. 
 
P.3. A list of books read and places visited, in which fossils were 
collected, between 1850-1852. 
 
The autobiographical notes continue with the following entry:  
 

1852. ‘In 1852 May, my brother sailed for Australia and I felt 
that I had lost an admirable teacher and for a time my geological 
studies were put aside. 
 
I may mention that previous to my brother’s departure he had 
inserted the following letter into the Family Tutor, a book I took 
in and much interested in the geological articles. 
 
Owing to his absence the many replies and offers of exchange of 
fossils had to be carried out by myself, to the satisfaction of the 
respective applicants from whom I got food collections 
(afterwards forwarded to Australia).’ 

 
The letter cited below went into the following edition of Family Tutor:  
Geology appendix Vol 111 article 43. 
 

‘Dear Sir, It has for a long time been my wish to commence the 
study of Geology, but from my being unable to obtain the 
necessary specimens, except at a great expense, I have found 
considerable difficulty in the matter. Near where I reside 
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(Ightham by Sevenoaks, Kent) almost any quantity of fossils 
from the … 
 
P.4. …chalk and greensand formation can be obtained by a very 
little trouble, but specimens of earlier rocks are not to be met 
with now, I have no doubt many of your readers who live in 
Scotland would have a similar difficulty regards the former 
formations. I have for some time thought of a plan which I think 
will do much to remove those obstacles to the study of the 
science; and as you have just commenced a series of lessons on 
the matter in The Tutor, perhaps you will oblige me by giving 
my plans publicity. I should be very glad to send to any of your 
readers who may apply to me, such geological curiosities as are 
within my reach, on condition that they will do me similar 
kindness with regards to works found in their neighbourhood. 
Perhaps some of your readers would like to make a similar offer 
to his fellow students through your pages. It would be as well, 
however to understand in the first place that the expense of 
carriage must be borne by the person to whom the parcel is sent. 
I think this plan being carried out, many of our young friends 
may get together ... very interesting collections of works and 
fossils at a very trifling expense… 

 
On the opposite page is a clipping from Plumstead Boys Paper , June 
1897, about the George Webb Memorial Fountain on Plumstead 
Common. BH adds a note to inform the reader that Mr Webb was the 
Master of Eynesford School and a great friend of Mr Stephen Constable. 
  
P.5. Continuation of the letter from the previous page: 
 

 ..It would perhaps be better still if some of the more advanced 
students in writing to each other respecting the above, would 
give a short account of the geological phenomena in their 
locality, or would offer to share any difficulty that may present 
themselves to the ...? at the outset of his career. 
I remember a friend of mine who, in his earlier studies, 
mistook a hard and very compact rock of the greensand 
formation for one of the granite class and was puzzling himself 
for many months to account for the fact of granite being found 
above rocks generally lying near the surface. I mention this to 
shew how necessary it is for geological students to be 
possessed of the knowledge which would enable them to 
distinguish between masses of rocks and strata they may not 
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meet with in their researches, and this knowledge can in no 
way be so well attained as by careful comparison of specimens. 
 
PS I believe it is a very general practice amongst some of your 
distinguished geologists thus to make exchanges of the 
curiosities they may meet with’. 

 
P.6. The book left by BH’s brother was Vestiges of Creation. BH’s 
Mother found this and what BH describes as ‘an assortment of 
unorthodox works’, among which was John Paine’s Age of Reason. Many 
of these books BH’s mother committed to the flames, though she allowed 
him to Keep Vestiges of Creation.  It seems that BH’s brother’s friend 
Busbridge was an atheist and Thomas Harrison a Wesleyan. 
 
An editorial note, which relates to the ideas of exchange and academic 
exchanges as expressed in previous pages. 
 
In red in in the margin:  
 

‘1852 onwards. After my brother’s departure in May 1852, I 
was a diligent collector of fossils and devoted a great deal of 
my time to archaeological affairs. Shortly before he left in 
trenching the field south of the church a vast mass of 
brickwork and arches exposed for a few feet an excavation…’ 

 
P.7.  Copy of a letter from the Rev. Scott Robertson re: some coins. Dated 
Aug 4 1871. In it he tells BH that one coin with a female head on one side 
and a house on the other is Macedonian. Another he thinks may be from 
the time of Claudius Gothicus. He thanks BH for showing the Kent 
Archaeological Society his flint finds, which Sir John Lubbock explained 
at the meeting. 
 
Continuation of the autobiographical entry from P 6.  
 

‘…was made in order to throw open the works, but the old 
tradition of subterranean passages between the church and the 
Mote house was not realized as the passage suddenly came to 
an end. 
 
Enough masonry was exposed to convince my brother that the 
brickwork was Roman and to prove this for a long time I 
instituted diligent searches personally and by means of 
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workmen near the site for Roman coins, tiles etc: Potsherds 
found and a good many Roman coins.  
 
By the bye I am ever on the alert to play a joke when this mass 
of brickwork was exposed and when it became noised through 
the village that the subterranean passage had been found- very 
deftly made a lead token. On the obverse bearing a rude head 
carved and on the reverse the words “Thou fool”. The 
following morning- after being duly smeared over with some 
compound to give it an air of antiquity- was carefully thrust 
into the earth near the working but as no further progress was 
made the coin was lost to the world’. 

 
1856. ‘A visit from two gentleman pupils of the Rev Mayo of Plaxtol… 
 
P.8. Continued from the previous page: … who wished to see the Roman 
coins as well as a Samian dish found near the limekiln beside the landway 
leading from Court Lodge to Oldbury. This was inscribed DIVIXI and 
was in most excellent preservation (now in the possession of Col James). 
 

These gentlemen had been introduced by Major Luard of the 
Mote, about that time much interested in the investigation of the 
Roman Villa at Allen’s Farm near Roughway. Major Luard was 
an enthusiastic and careful archaeologist and has done much 
practical work in various parts of England, his friendship I 
enjoyed for many years and many practical hints given me as to 
supposed tumuli etc: in our parish (see letter on opposite page). 
About this time and previous I was in the habit of conversing 
much with the Keeper of a Curiosity Shop, High Street 
Maidstone (the shop pulled down and its site occupied by the 
new Post Office). This old-fashioned dealer and I became very 
friendly and it was seldom that I visited Maidstone without 
calling on him and spending a long time in looking over his 
curios. Among these were a few polished celts and my first 
lecture… 

 
On the opposite page, the, a letter from Charles Roach Smith14 in which 
he discusses pottery and stamps from Buckwell. He says:  
 

                                                
14 A well-known antiquarian collector and expert numismatist, from Strood, in Kent, 
he was a pharmacist by profession. 
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‘It is rather remarkable that the Venicaru of your red pottery 
is a variety of my Venicarus.F published years ago in my 
Roman London but faded from my memory. I do not see that 
this name has been elsewhere noticed. I think you should send 
notices (briefly and clearly) of all your discoveries of Roman 
remains to Mr Scott Robertson for the Archaeologia 
Cantiana’. 

 
BH writes, in red ink: ‘June 29th 1878. The above [reference to the letter 
from Roach Smith] was written on return from a visit to the Camp – of 
which the following will explain’. 
 
There follows another letter from Roach Smith: ‘Strood June 24th 1878… 
On Thursday I and two or three friends think of visiting what is called 
“The lamp” at Ightham, and at about 10am I expect to be able to call upon 
you to [explain] and in showing us the way to it and giving us any other 
information in your power. It is an age since I heard from you. C. Roach 
Smith’. 
 
P. 9. Continues from p 8: 
 

‘… and my first lecture on stone implements in use by savages 
was given me by this dealer. Not long after this whilst looking 
on at drainage operations at Ivy Hatch carried on by my father, I 
was shown a rude flint celt. It was thrown out by old Bob 
Jessup, who remarked “look here, here’s a curious shaped flint, 
It’s like a whetstone. The finding of this celt led me to look 
about the spot and I was much struck with the immense number 
of flakes and in long after years carried on the work rigorously 
and was so fortunate to hit upon my first Palaeolithic implement 
in the Buley Valley, so long since as 1863. 
 
Old England too was purchased about 56 or 57 and though sadly 
taken in at the time owing to the false tale told by the agent – 
and though it proved far above my means to pay – still on the 
whole it was a good investment. The first number as is usual 
with opening numbers was well and carefully read and as this 
contained full and interesting particulars of earthworks, 
druidical monuments, camps etc I became fully aware of the 
importance of our surroundings’ 

 
On the opposing page, a letter dated 31st December 1869, from Major 
Luard, who writes from Didlington Hall, Brandon in Norfolk: 
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‘ I thank you for your kind trouble in writing about your 
archaic discoveries in Rose Wood. Regarding Oldbury, my 
impressions always was that it was a British Camp and not 
Roman, though the Romans may doubtless have occupied it 
and your discoveries shewing vestiges of the stone period in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the camp will confirm me in 
that impression. It is rather bold on one saying so because 
Hasted says that without doubt it is of Roman origin. There are 
favourable spots on the east side of Oldbury that I have 
constantly wished to have a dig in, especially a sandy mound 
nearly opposite Tebb’s Farm, that was till recently planted with 
Larch or Fir – digging in a likely looking spot is great labour 
and often ends in disappointment. You have however, these 
data to cheer you in your researches in the flint chippings and 
the arrowhead etc’. 

 
P.10. The entry from the previous page ending;… ‘Importance of our 
own surrounding…’ continues: 
 

 ‘with its fine stronghold Oldbury, the stone circle at Coldrum 
etc and from this time at least [I] became an interested observer 
of all points of interest and a general collector. Nor must I forget 
to mention the name of Mr Harker of Sevenoaks who kept for 
many years the Curiosity Shop at the top of the town. To visit 
him and to chat with himself and his lady-like sister was indeed 
a treat and though as a purchaser I was indeed a poor one, still as 
a visitor a warm and hearty welcome was always given and I 
look back upon those visits with fond recollections, though 
among the regrettable circumstances in my life are occurred, viz, 
that Lambard’s Perambulations (a black leather copy) was not 
secures, a last opportunity. 
 
Another regrettable circumstance was the foolish step taken in 
parting with a fine gold coin – a noble of … . This was found 
beside the Pilgrim Road by James Durrant (Hicky, as he was 
commonly called) and in capital preservation, sold to the 
watchmaker, High Street, Maidstone’. 

 
In 1858 BH became friends with Mr. Pretty, Curator of the Charles 
Museum. 
 



 43 

P.11. BH says: ‘He took a keen interest in me and seldom did I visit 
Maidstone without a call being made. At that time the museum was 
a small affair and my visits were to his private den. Many an 
interesting chat have we had on things archaeological. Formerly he 
had lived in Northamptonshire and whilst there had taken part in the 
opening of a barrow. In this was found a celt of greenstone. This 
stone in his opinion, strikingly resembled the greenstone of Oldbury 
and acting on his suggestion I made search to acquire blocks to 
compare. He had seen the rock many years before when visiting 
Ightham with the late G. Prentis Eyre. In [the] course of these 
investigation I became aware of the fine fossils which occur in the 
white sand rock of Oldbury and as at the same time Mr Anquetil had 
commenced cultivating the common near Belle Vue of as road 
metal. From these blocks I managed to secure some fine impressions 
and casts of Cyprini angulata.  Presently a curious tale was told me, 
viz, that in…’ 

 
On the opposing page is a short account of the various curators of The 
Charles Museum [Later re-named Maidstone Museum]. Dr. Charles died 
in 1855 and, at the behest of Mr Randall, bequeathed his collection to the 
town of Maidstone. This was opened to the public in January 1858. Mr 
Pretty, who was 66 when he assumed curatorship of the museum, died in 
August 1865.  He was succeeded by Mr William James Lightfoot. The 
Brenchley collection was donated in 1871. Julius Brenchley, after whom 
the museum then became named, died in Folkestone in 1873 at the age of 
57.  
 
P.12. The entry from the previous page continues; ‘Viz, that in breaking 
one large block a toad had been found alive and had hopped away. This, 
as an amateur geological detective, I endeavoured to unriddle. Result, 
ultimately it was proved that the supposed toad was a fine cast of Cyprini 
angulata and was presently found soot-browned and tawny on the mantle 
shelf of a cottage’. 
 
1857 MM open to public with Mr. Pretty as Curator. 
 
In 1862 BH wrote to his brother Tom about some fossils of interest, 
which he thought was a cast in Oldbury stone. 
 
This stimulated Tom’s old love of geology and he became an enthusiast 
of antipodean geology. He wrote to BH on May 21st  1863 saying,  ‘I 
hope you will not forget my geological specs. I am trying all I can to get 
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up a Geological Soc in Melbourne but no one cares for it here. I have 
walked 500 miles during the last two… 
 
P.13. Entry from p 12 continues: 
 

 ‘…months and find it improves my health wonderfully and I 
have written home by this mail to Mr Robert Dick, a friend of 
the late Hugh Miller for a specimen of Pterydrithis? Hugh Miller 
went to school with the person I am living with. Try and get me 
all the fossils you can, there are plenty in the chalk, the 
greensand and the Gault, the latter is the blue clay running along 
at the bottom of Wrotham Hill, along past Aylesford and round 
to the coast. I will send you some of the Melbourne fossils, 
some of which are very curious. I mean, if I live, to write an 
account of the geology of Melbourne, something after the style 
of the Old Red Sandstone.’ 

 
Goes on to describe the geology of Australia noting the absence of 
‘secondary formation’ there and informing BH of the very old Silurian 
geology around Melbourne, which was, in places, capped with 
Pleistocene strata.  
 
P.14. Records the date of publication of the first Geological Magazine 
July 1st 1864 edited by Rupert Jones and Henry Woodward in which there 
is discussion on Abbeville. Notes the incorporation of The Geologist into 
the new magazine. 
 
A continuation of the entry from p 13 in which the chronology of the 
various geological strata in Melbourne, together with a short account of 
geological formation processes and associated phenomena, is noted. BH 
was asked by TH to take The Geologist and then its successor, The 
Geological Magazine. BH records that he also took popular magazines 
such as The Saturday Review, The London Review and other publications. 
It was in such publications that he read about the finds [by Boucher de 
Perthes] at Abbeville. After reading he posted them to his brother in 
Melbourne. [This was pivotal reading for BH, informing him as it did of 
river Pleistocene geology in France, which he then extrapolated to inform 
him of the geology his own small local river the Shode].  
 
P.15. A visit to Rochester Cathedral is recorded during which BH sat as 
close to choristers as possible and listened to the celebrated tenor Joseph 
Maas sing. Walked back via the Hythe terrace [of course!] via Wouldham 
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Hall. During this journey BH familiarised himself with the process of 
fluviatile denudation.15 
 
Continued from p14. BH continues to make comparisons between the 
valley of the Somme and the local valleys and the possibility of finding 
tools similar to those discovered in St. Acheul. He initially explored a 
gravel quarry dug,  [just around the corner from his home] in Robsacks 
Plantation, which, sadly for him, was quickly closed. Colonel James, 
moved the quarrying enterprise to Furze Field16 where BH records his 
first find of a Palaeolithic Implement, which he sent to his brother TH in 
Melbourne with some fossils. Remarks on a lecture, entitled ‘Not Quite 
as Old as the Hills’,  given by Australian geologist Mr. J Tenison 
Woods17 in which the antiquity of man, as suggested by English and 
French geologists, is refuted. BH notes that this theory caused an ‘arrest 
of development’ in his researches, soon put right by his reading of 
Dominic Mc Causland’s Sermons in Stone, which he describes as ‘a 
scripture confirmed by geology’. 
 
He goes on to say, ‘About the year 1863, in looking, as was my want, at 
every heap of stones, particularly near Rose Wood…’ 
 
P.16.An account of a visit to Heathfield on December 26th 1863 where 
BH describes seeing Venus ‘very plain in SE’. Hears news of 
Thackeray’s death [while BH was at?] at Tonbridge Station. Visits 
Ticehurst and  Burwash. He saw a monument to Jack Cade before making 
his way to Beachy Head, Brightling pinnacle, the South Downs and 
Lewes. The following day, the 27th December, he spent the day inspecting 
a furnace and collecting Wealden stones from the stream [Shode] bed . 
 
Continued from p 15… ‘…near Rose Wood, I lighted on a creamy white 
implement, which was given to Major Luard Selby, who in the same year 
presented it to the Kent Archaeological Society’. They in turn presented it 
to Mr Bartlett, Curator of Maidstone Museum, where together with 184 
other implements that BH gave to the museum [in 1880], it was placed in 
a case. BH notes that this was his first recorded find of a Palaeolithic 

                                                
15 It is probable that BH sat alongside the choristers in the Quire of the Cathedral 
where the acoustics are sublime and the whole musical experience will have been 
notable.  
16 Also referred to as Heron Shaw. 
17 A Jesuit priest as well as an amateur geologist whose scientific lecture on the 13th 
February 1873 in Melbourne, was almost certainly the time when TH discussed with 
him the idea of founding the Melbourne Geological Society. 
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implement, though not the first find which, he notes was ‘lost to the 
world of science and not put in evidence in my catalogue’.18 19 
 
BH, obsessed as he was with any hole in the ground, found the drift 
revealed by railway cuttings made when the Sevenoaks branch line, 
which then extended to midway between Seal and the old turnpike 
gatehouse, most interesting. He walked to the Bat and Ball station to 
collect a parcel of coal-measure fossils from Mr E Nixon of St Helens. 
BH read about the offer in Cassel’s Popular Education. 
 
P.17. BH continues his record of the visit to Heathfield begun on p.16, 
with a sketch and a record of the inscription on Cade’s monument there. 
 
Also records details of Thackeray’s death, from ‘effusion on the brain’, 
the weight of his ‘very large brain weighing no less than 58 ½ oz’.20 
 
A visit to Rochester September 21st 1864 with Mr McCrea. 
 
Entry continued from p16. Examines drift geology of the railway cutting 
as he makes his way home and notes features equivalent to French drifts. 
No finds were located. BH meets Mr Bensted, with whom his brother TH 
had corresponded. Mr Bensted later visited friends at Chart Farm and, 
while in the locality, walked over Oldbury Hill with BH. During these 
walks the ‘French finds’21 were discussed, as was the drift bed at 
Aylesford and Maidstone, the latter of which were exposed whilst 
building the London and County Bank and on the site of the old theatre at 
30 High Street. In the latter spot was found a mammoth molar together 
with what BH describes as ‘an implement of immense size’. Mr Bensted 

                                                
18 This artifact is in BH’s collection in Maidstone Museum. 
19 There is some confusion in BH’s record of his first find, which is variously 
described as coming from the Buley Valley and also Furze Field [or Heron Shaw]. 
This is clarified In Edward Harrison’s Harrison of Ightham… 1928, p.46, who notes 
that Rose Wood is at the head of the Buley Valley. The first, but unrecorded 
Palaeolith found by BH was from Furze Field and is lost to us as it was sent to 
Thomas Harrison, his brother in Australia; the second, but first recorded Palaeolith, 
was found by BH in Rose Wood, at the head of the Buley Valley, clarifying the earlier 
claim in this volume that his first find was from Buley. 
20 Thackeray suffered from Tertiary Syphilis, which no doubt contributed to his early 
demise at the age of 52 from the late neurological manifestations of this condition. 
21 It is interesting to note that BH and Benstead discussed French finds whilst walking 
on Oldbury and some considerable time before BH visited the Christy lithic collection 
from South West France at the British Museum. This suggests that perhaps he was 
aware of the difference between finds from the Shode Gravels and those from around 
Oldbury Hill much earlier than 1872 [the year of his visit to the Christy Exhibition]. 



 47 

instructed BH to thoroughly search ‘every heap from Aylesford, so 
frequently seen by the Roadside near Larkfield Hill’. 
 
P.18. Entry from p. 17 continues. At Mr Benstead’s recommendation, BH 
was chose to lead a party of geologists who visited Sevenoaks to inspect 
the sections exposed as a result of the tunnelling and deep cutting near 
Tubbs Hill on June 21st 1866. BH was disappointed in the calibre of the 
geologists and felt the day was an excuse for a picnic. 
 
Letter from Bensted asking about his lens, which he thought he might 
have left behind and also the churches BH told him about. Says he might 
write to the secretary who organised the geologists tour about the small 
numbers (3) who attended. 
 
Copy of a letter from Thomas Harrison to Mr Bensted. In it he asks for 
Mr Bensted’s assistance in arranging fossil exchanges. He mentions that 
BH was planning a visit to Australia and might therefore be of use in 
transporting some of any specimens that might be forthcoming. 
 
Copy of a letter from Mr Bensted to BH asking if he had left his lens 
behind on his last visit and also the location of the churches BH had told 
him Sarsen stones in their yards. 
 
P.19. In about 1865 or 1866, BH received his first letter from Sir John 
Lubbock (then only a Mr). Having found a polished celt in the stone hole 
in Seal Chart, BH sent him particulars and offered to give it to him if 
Major Luard Selby declined it. Selby however, gladly accepted this gift 
so BH was unable to give it to Sir John. 
 
At about this time BH’s mother developed cancer, suffering greatly for a 
long time. BH describes continuing with his long walks and fossil 
hunting though this was much curtailed by his mother’s illness. 
 
Among the walks noted as [?] fresh in his memory is that to Ash [EH 
adds 1864 here] to look for the nearest bed of tertiaries, when he first met 
Mrs Rogers [his future wife Elizabeth’s mother]. Another was to 
Heathfield [EH adds December 26th 1863] to note the Wealden district. 
Another was to Snodland, from where he walked along the riverside to 
Maidstone. Others were to Springhead [EH dates this as on January 15th 
1865] where he looked at the ‘rich collection of Mr Silvester’. Green St 
Green and Cockle Shell Hill were other locations visited. 
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The conclusion of TH’s letter to Mr Bensted and mentioning that his 
brother TH, had advised him to ‘…beg, borrow or buy a copy of 
Darwin’s Voyage of the Beagle. He obtained a copy from Mr Brind, a 
bookseller in Maidstone from whom he also bought copies of The 
Register, a monthly review, which he forwarded to TH in Australia. 
 
P.20. An entry about Thoreau [Henry David]22 in a copy of [Nathaniel] 
Hawthorne’s ‘notebook’, p’s 90 and 189, in which BH found passages 
that stimulated his search for ‘relics’. 
 
On December 26th 1865 BH visited the highest point of N. Downs beyond 
Limpsfield. On his return via Limpsfield, he was struck by the ‘enormous 
spread of gravel on the common…’ and what appeared to be ‘unwasted’ 
Folkestone beds. Shortly after this BH was allowed to descend into the 
works taking place in the Sevenoaks tunnel and to inspect the geology 
there. The entry was via a shaft near the church. [EH dated this latter 
event to August 1866]. The section near Tubs Hill, from which Atherfield 
Clay was brought up, merited an entry in the Memoirs of the Wealden 
Survey. 
 
There follows: 
 
‘My Mother died in 1867 and in 1868 I was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Rogers of Ash’. 
 
The text then resumes: 
 
The year after his mother’s death, Rose Wood was leased to Mr Ellsley., 
with its numerous pits near the highest point and trenches running in all 
directions, it was naturally of interest to BH.. 
 
P.21.The following words are to be found on Elizabeth Harrison’s 
tombstone in Ightham Churchyard; ‘In affectionate remembrance of “ 
Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Benjamin Harrison, of Ightham Kent and daughter 
of the late Mr. Edward Biggs of Borough Green who died on the 31st 
January 1867 aged 65 years’. 
 
An account of a trip to Limpsfield dated December 26th 1865, which BH 
tells us he copied from his diary. The journey to Westerham was made by 
train from where BH walked to Tatsfield, Botley Hill almost as far as 

                                                
22 David Henry Thoreau, a noted American transcendentalist, tax-resister, walker and 
naturalists, among other things. Could rightly be described as a polymath. 
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Woldingham. He descended the hill to Oxted chalk pit but found no 
fossils there. He was given a Ventriculite by the Ale House Keeper in 
Oxted He notes the curious example of drift to be seen on Limpsfield 
Common. Rain stopped BH’s play though he continued to walk via Chart 
Edge and Ide Hill. He called in on Mr Dye in Brasted Place. Mr Dye’s 
son was ‘on the alert’ and noted the vast quantity of flakes revealed when 
the greenhouse was constructed. BH kept these and showed them to Mr 
Hancock of Sevenoaks who advised BH to send them to Sir John 
[Lubbock] for an opinion. 
 
 
Copy of a letter from Sir J Lubbock on some flakes sent by BH for his 
opinion: ‘London November 17th. ‘The flakes you have so good as to 
send me are undoubtedly artificial and of course interesting. There is 
however nothing special about them but they indicate a place of abode 
and where flakes are common it is worthwhile searching for more 
interesting remains. I can scarcely think that the flakes are in any was 
connected with the manufacture of gun flints – the condition of the 
surface seems to indicate antiquity, but the … .  as you are aware are only 
150 yrs old. I shall be glad to hear if you find anything more of interest.’ 
 
P.22. ‘Rosewood’ in red ink. The gist of this small piece is that the 
topography of Rosewood is interesting. 
 
BH takes himself out to search the following Sunday [not dated] in 
Rosewood where he found ‘a beautiful little arrowhead (barbed)’ which 
he sent to Sir John who replied as follows… ‘I thought you would find 
something good. Many thanks for the arrowhead, which I am glad to 
possess not having one from our district. I would much like to come over 
some day and have a few hours flint hunting with you. The locality seems 
very interesting and promising. The two flint balls arrived quite safely. 
You must have thought me very uncourteous in not acknowledging them, 
but there was no note and I could not make out where they came from. 
Very similar stones are found in the Swiss Lakes villages, where they 
were probably used as grain crushers, again however, very similar stone 
balls were used in Medieval Warfare’.’ 
 
BH continued ‘diligently investigating everything connected with 
Oldbury and Rose Wood’. He continued collecting old stones revealed as 
a result of trenching in common land.  
 
P.23. He notes that around several flat stones, usually iron and sandstone, 
on which there was much ash, were upright stones which were, in turn 
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capped with yet another flat stone. The earth had been heaped over this 
configuration of stones [which BH interpreted as ovens], in what he saw 
as an attempt to conceal them. He noted much disturbance in these stone 
arrangements when he trenched towards Seven Wents. Mrs Fielder 
commented that these pits had excited the curiosity of people in her 
youth. 
 
On August 3rd 1871, the Kent Archaeological Society planned a visit to 
the Mote and Ightham. 
 
On the opposing page of 23, In red ink. Major Luard Selby wrote to BH 
on the 8th June 1870. In the letter he discusses Oldbury and the cultures 
that must have occupied or used the hill for one purpose or another. The 
archaeological evidence for this is discussed and it is concluded that the 
‘Camp’ must be British and not Roman as had been popularly supposed. 
Selby comments on the fragment of a quern that BH had found and which 
he [Selby] thought must have been ‘Celtic’ rather than Roman. 
 
P. 24. A copy of a letter to Luard Selby, the first few lines of which are 
on the previous page, from Canon Scott Robertson of Sittingbourne, or, 
as seems more likely, his secretary. Dated July 28th 1871, in it he asks if 
BH, whom he notes was ‘…thoroughly well acquainted with the 
antiquities of his neighbourhood…’ would be willing to supply any 
information he might have on Oldbury and The Old Soar, as he has been 
asked to read a paper on these places to the Kent Archaeological Society. 
The possibility of Oldbury ‘Camp’ being an Oppidum, is mentioned.  A 
comment about the success of the meeting, obviously a retrospective 
comment, also notes the attendance of Sir John Lubbock who also gave a 
talk on the Stone Age. This entry continues to page 25, right hand side 
entry ‘The meeting was held on Thursday August 3rd ... . About ten days 
after Sir John and family drove down and I had the pleasure of 
conducting [them] over Oldbury… 
 
On the opposing page there is a small sketch of Oldbury, as seen when 
viewed facing away from Ismays House. [looking west].Two points, A 
and B are discussed, once covered in larch trees, site B is said to have 
been a tumulus. Both sites had been examined by BH. The northern 
boundary, by then much ploughed to the detriment of archaeological 
research. Mrs Fielder’s ovens, it is suggested, might be evidence of 
cremations. All this evidence, it is suggested, points to a populous 
prehistory in and around Oldbury. Oldbury as Caesar’s capital, rather 
than Verulamium, is mooted as a possibility. More digging is the 
suggested approach. A ‘beautiful’ urn, once in the possession of Mr 
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Biggs of Nepicar Farm and then put on display in Maidstone museum, is 
mentioned. 
 
P.25. A continuation of the entry about Mr Biggs [the entry following the 
small sketch of Oldbury] and his cremation urn. The story of an elderly 
gentleman who walked from the Farm [Nepicar] to his home along the 
Maidstone road and just beyond the Baptist Chapel, to Maidstone having 
‘secreted some of the things’ which he took home. Immediate illness 
struck, which he felt was divine justice against his theft. He consequently 
buried the pottery in his garden. Sadly he died shortly afterwards, taking 
this secret to the grave with him.  The pottery found in Jenkins field is 
said to be Roman. Colonel James’ pot is mentioned, found opposite the 
Lodge, at the time of writing it graced Luard Selby’s drawing room?.  A 
copy of part of a letter from Luard Selby, dated 25th June 1871, 
confirming that all discoveries at Rosewood, to that date, were of British 
origin. Short note about Selby’s plantation at Church Field, which is 
worth searching when being ploughed. 
 
Continuation from p 24 of the account of the visit to Ightham by Sir John 
Lubbock and family  … over  Oldbury and Raspit Hill’. Lady Lubbock 
was taken ill and was left at Sir Charles Mills home. BH took Sir John 
Lubbock to Rosewood and the latter endorsed BH’s view of the pits 
found there. 
 
Luard Selby’s letter, with reference to the supposed tumuli at Tebbs and 
Tylers Knoll, prompted BH to search the mound behind Diplock’s house 
where, despite some previous disturbance, some 3 or 4 arrow heads, a 
polished celt, one scraper ‘being quite unique and so peculiar in form one 
might reasonably suppose would be possessed by the chieftain who might 
have occupied the tumulus’ were found. BH also finds what sounds like a 
superb scraper/knife with a polished cutting edge, which he sends to Sir 
JL. Continues to find Neolithic stone tools in this spot. 
  
P.26. The entry about tumuli continues. BH mentions ‘the beetling rocks 
west of Oldbury Place’ where once the caves were supposed to have 
been, was the site of the following ‘diligent’ search. BH notes that he 
thought it likely that, given the extensive removal of rocks by his 
maternal grandfather, Mr Edward Biggs, it was possible that any relics 
might be found on the slopes below this site. The search that ensued in 
Bassett’s Plantation was fruitful with finds of white, but decomposed 
stone tools, which BH thought were probably earlier than the Neolithic 
period. These he gave to Lubbock, who did not suggest a Palaeolithic 
origin for them. BH is however heartened by a comment from Sir John 
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Evans; ‘I paid a visit to Sir John Lubbock and saw the implements you 
had given him and was much interested’. 
 
 On the opposing page is some information about Mr Trevelyan, a 
‘competition wallah’, dated 1875. He was told that BH is his man if he 
wanted to know about hillforts. Since he was familiar with hillforts in 
India he makes contact with BH and the result is many happy walks 
together on Oldbury. 
 
P.27. A copy of a letter from Roach Smith regarding a gold coin which 
was to be exhibited in the Numismatic Society. RS thinks it is an early 
British coin. Dated October 22nd 1872. 
 
Continuation of the entry from p 26 on walks with Mr Trevelyan.  BH 
paused his investigations into the tumuli, the name ‘Stone Street’ 
impelled him to search on the knoll upon which Foxbury House stood, 
where he found many implements as well as a gold coin. This find was on 
the land owned by Mr Thomas Green. This uninscribed coin was sent to 
Roach Smith. Sadly the coin was stolen though one similar was later 
found on Mrs Morgan’s land on Oldbury and given to Mr Bevington, 
 
Further searches in Oldbury Warren, Morat’s Plantation yielded more 
[lithic] finds similar in character to those previously described from 
Bassett’s plantation [that is Middle Palaeolithic]. BH comments that the 
Larch Plantation at Ightham Knoll, where Courtney’s house was built, 
yielded yet more ‘so called Rock Shelter implements’. 
 
 
P.28 Above entry from previous page continues with an account of a visit 
from Mr William Davies, of the British Museum. He stayed with Mrs 
East. He and BH walked together searching for wild flowers. On seeing 
BH’s collection he remarked that among them were some of Palaeolithic 
age. Shortly after this Mr Worthington Smith and a friend called who 
agreed with the previous conclusion as to the Palaeolithic nature of some 
of the collection. However, the following day saw WGS change his mind 
on account of the lack of ochreous coloration. Puzzled by the 
contradictions in the chronology of these stone tools, BH determined to 
allow Sir JL to give an opinion. Two days after leaving them at his home 
he received a letter from Lady Lubbock, dated October 1878 in which she 
tells BH that, as soon as her husband returns from Algiers, she will bring 
the artifacts to his attention. 
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On the opposing page an account of a visit by Mr McCrea, dated 
September 17th 1864. He visited Sevenoaks and Knole with his father. An 
account of a trip to the Basted Valley on Sunday 19th and later to 
Wrotham Hill. In the evening the visiting continued to Oldbury and the 
Church, Ivy Hatch, Ightham Mote, Fairlawn and Plaxtol. They concluded 
their trip with another visit to Basted Mill. On Tuesday 21st they visited 
Maidstone, Preston Hall and Snodland Church to see Lieutenant 
Waghorne’s monument in the churchyard. On the way back they visited 
Kits Coty and the Almshouses in Aylesford. Visiting continues but from 
around the Gad’s Hill area, adjacent to Dickens’ house, from where Essex 
could be seen.  
 
P.29. The visiting continues through Cobham Woods to the Cathedral, 
which is noted to be Early English in style. Some of the contents are 
notes, as is the fact that Cromwell’s troops desecrated the interior of the 
building. Mr McCrea expressed views antagonistic to ‘the Protector’.  
After viewing the Crypt, they walked to Chatham where they saw the 
Marine’s barrack drill.   A ‘hideous drinking fountain much like a WC’ is 
noted on Military Road. A bill announcing Miss Bateman’s appearance in 
three days also drew comment. Fine ale and steaks were had at the Bull 
[in Rochester]. BH must have seen Mr McCrea off at Strood Station, 
where Mr FJ Busbridge was also awaiting a train.  
 
Conclusion of the letter from Ellen Lubbock from the previous page. 
 
Letter from Sir John Lubbock, undated, in which he acknowledges the 
somewhat late receipt, of the box of palaeoliths BH sent. 
 
A short note about a visit by Mr Griffiths, with whom BH had an 
interesting discussion about the Wealden denudation after which they 
walked to Oldbury. 
 
P.30. The first few lines of this entry are on the preceding page. BH read 
an article in the Cornhill Magazine by Grant Allen entitled ‘The History 
of Haconby’. He determined to write to the author who promptly replied 
and a friendship took instant root since both had an interest in Palaeolithic 
implements. BH asked if GA would be able to help him obtain some 
implements from the caves [by which he means those in SW France]. His 
intention was to compare these with those from around the Rock Shelters 
on Oldbury Hill. The fruitful correspondence continued for many years 
with GA presenting BH with copies of his works at Christmas and other 
times. GA writes from 9 Boulevard des Isles on the 20th December: 
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 ‘…The Editor of The Cornhill has forwarded me your very 
flattering note with regard to my History of Haconby. I have to 
thank you very much for your kind appreciation. With regard 
to the Palaeolithic implements, I am sorry to say I have not any 
in my possession, all my experience of caves having been in 
company with the explorers who did the real work: and as I am 
spending the winter for my health in the S of France, I am 
afraid I can hardly help you just now. But when I return to 
England in the Spring I will make a point of trying to get some 
specimens from my friends and I think I can promise to find 
you at least one’. 

 
On Wednesday 22nd BH’s father drove to Riverhead and Chipstead Place, 
Chevening Church, where it is noted that the windows were painted by 
Lady Stanhope 
 
P.31. Continuation of GA’s letter;   
 

‘May I suggest, however, judging from the treatment I have 
myself always received from scientific men – that your not very 
distant neighbour Sir John Lubbock would probably be glad to 
learn of anyone like yourself in his own district who took an 
interest in prehistoric remains. I have never yet known a man of 
science who was not ready and delighted to help fellow workers 
in his own field. Again thanking you for your kind letter, I am 
yours very sincerely…’ 

 
An important entry: ‘August 1880. I presented all my implements to the 
Maidstone Museum and recorded the following letter of 
acknowledgement from the Curator’. This letter is dated August 12 1880 
and says ‘Sir I have the pleasure to acknowledge on behalf of the 
Committee of the Maidstone Museum, the receipt of 181 implements of 
various kinds collected and presented by you, and to thank you in their 
name for your kind contribution. I have the honour to be sir, your most 
obedient servant, Edm Bartlett’. [This presentation was probably made as 
a result of pressure from Rebecca, the second Mrs Harrison, whose 
interest in such matters and objects was much less than Elizabeth, the first 
Mrs Harrison’s, had been.] 
 
P.32. In 1879 BH inspected Professor Prestwich’s collection, having two 
years previously been given a book to read. BH had sent JP some 
artifacts, which lay carefully arranged, though JP made no allusion to the 
few palaeoliths among them. BH asked about the high-level 
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implementiferous gravels of the Somme. JP, using the Darent as a local 
example, says that the find-spot level in the Valley of the Somme, would 
equate to that of Shoreham Station. This revelation confirmed in BH’s 
mind, the importance of his local Shode gravels. BH offered to examine 
any gravels JP might suggest and the instant reply was to look at those 
around Child’s Bridge and Goose Green, near Hadlow. BH, ever eager, 
visited these spots within days and was rewarded with a Palaeolithic 
flake. He obtained another artifact at Goose Green at a later date.  
 
Continuation of p 31 in which he notes that he kept back one specimen, a 
flake of the Rockshelter type [despite common opinion which counted it 
as of Neolithic provenance]. This tool constituted No 1 of the new series. 
 
On the 12th September 1880 BH found his first Palaeolith in the gravel at 
High Field. The following day he went to Oldbury in the company of Mr 
RH Holt and his friend Mr JW Bond of Threadneedle Street. They had a 
good time and BH received a letter thanking him for a good day out from 
JW Bruce. 
 
P.33. Professor Prestwich visited BH in September 1880, which led to a 
subsequent visit by him and Dr Osmand Fisher. A Letter from JP 
followed asking BH to accompany him and fellow visiting geologists in 
order to see both the palaeolith and the find spot.  
 
In January 1881 Mr Bevington and Charles Knight vigorously searched 
High Field successfully then turned their attentions to Fane Hill and Long 
Field. Mr Knight wrote asking BH if he could bring Mr Bevington over. 
This entry continues of p 34. [following a reference to Coney field BH 
has drawn a red arrow before ‘see two pages forward. We must assume 
that there is a connection between these two entries, though the last few 
words ‘my implements were sent to…’ connects sensibly with ‘Mr 
Spurrell to lecture on’ on the left hand page 34.] 
 
An account of an article written by WGS and published in Nature 12th 
May 1881, vol XX111, p 604.  He writes: 
 

‘… I chiefly restricted my notes to the higher-level gravels on 
the N side of the Thames in and near London. With your kind 
permission I will now refer briefly to some implementiferous 
gravels south of London, Especially in Kent. 
 
The best known of these are to be seen between Reculver and 
Herne Bay, where a thin layer of implementiferous gravel caps 
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the cliffs. Similar but deeper, also bearing implements occur[s] 
elsewhere inland, as at Chislet. At Canterbury a great number of 
implements have been found, and to these gravels and 
implements, I would now direct my attention. 
 
As a rule, the Reculver implements are sharp, unstained and 
unabraded (such as have been rolled in the sea of course 
excepted). The Canterbury specimens where the gravel is deep 
are found at various depths, from 9 to 20 feet. Now, there are 
two distinct classes of implements found in the Canterbury pits, 
the levels being, according to Dr Evans, about 80 to 100 feet 
above the river’. [Continues to p 34.] 

 
P.34. A continuation of the entry from p 33 in which Mr Knight asks if he 
and Mr Bevington may visit. BH informs the reader that he had sent his 
implements to Mr Spurrell, who was giving a lecture about stone tools, 
and had no ‘Palaeolithic fare to offer’.  In order to satisfy his putative 
guests, he went off in search of a palaeolith or two but, as there had been 
a snowstorm, he was forced to search the railway section. There he found 
a broken palaeolith, which though evidently so to him, puzzled his guests 
somewhat. This was the start of his long and happy friendship with Mr 
Bevington, a day described by BH as ‘a red letter one’ 
 
Below this last entry, and on the left hand page, an entry entitled ‘Notes 
on Canterbury examples from private letters W G Smith’. Quotes re: 
stone tools from Canterbury. One quote discusses how the most ancient 
humans held their stone tools in the whole hand whilst later people, 
during the so-called ‘cave period’ adopted a more dextrous use of 
finger/thumb grip. 
 
The letter from Worthington Smith on p33 continues: 
 

 the river, In one class the implements are well made and almost 
as sharp and unstained as when first turned from the makers 
hands. In the other the implements are much more rudely made, 
deeply stained all over of a dark ochreous brown colour and 
abraded to a high degree. These latter implements come from 
distinct strata or deposits of ochreous, rolled brown stones that 
appear to have been brought from a long distance. In my own 
collection of 22 examples from Canterbury … half are sharp and 
bright, the other half deeply rolled and deep brown in colour. To 
my mind these two classes represent two totally distinct periods 
in Palaeolithic age, immensely removed from each other, the 
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abraded examples being the oldest. A point of importance to be 
observed in the deeply ochreous is that many of them were 
slightly splintered or broken when they were deposited in the 
Canterbury drift. Now these broken and splintered parts are 
bright, lustrous and non-ochreous, exactly resembling in the 
fractured parts the bright and unabraded implements. The fact 
appears to me to demonstrate that the abraded ochreous 
implements acquired a thin ochreous crust elsewhere and were 
objects of great antiquity when the Canterbury gravels were laid 
down ’. [this letter continues to p 35, right hand page] 

 
P.35.This entry on the left hand page is said to continue from two pages 
back as indicated by a red arrows, however the text links ‘sent to…’ end 
of left hand page 33 and ‘Mr Spurrell to lecture on…’ left hand p 34] 
This concludes on p 34 as follows ‘… 
 
On this left hand page, [35], BH discusses the drift at Dunks Green, 
which fortunately was exposed when he visited owing to extensive 
drainage works.  Both he and Mr Bevington found implements; Mr B’s 
from the deep drains and BH’s from the surface. BH mentions having 
been long interested in the white gravels at Tebbs, Cop Hall, Crouch and 
Sheet Hill, which prompted him to search these places. He was lucky 
enough to find a ‘fine implement’ at Cop Hall, which retained its 
sharpness. Fane Hill also proved prolific; there he found two ‘Patriarchs’, 
one numbered 33.  
 
Notes on Canterbury continuing from page 34. ‘great antiquity when the 
Canterbury gravels were laid down. I have one of these deep brown, 
greatly rolled flint implements that was found among chert in the famous 
pit of Mr Brown near Exeter, the deep ochreous colour was not derived 
from chert gravel. From have these generally massive, abraded ochrous 
implements been derived and now laid down in distinct deposits. 
As an instance of very high implementiferous gravels, the same distance 
south of London as the Ware gravels are north, the ancient gravels on the 
escarpment of the hills north of Sevenoaks may be cited. Some of these 
heights exceed by 200 feet the heights in the Hertford and Ware 
positions.  
 
Dr John Evans, in his admirable book… Ancient Stone Implements of 
Great Britain pp 531-532 records the important discovery 9on the 
surface) of ochreous and abraded implements at great heights near Currie 
Wood, a few miles south of St Mary Cray, Kent at 300 above the valley 
of the Darent and 500 feet above the sea. Dr Evans also says (p 531) “it is 
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however necessary that further discoveries should be made in this district 
before it will be safe to speculate on the origin of these gravels and their 
relation to the superficial configuration of the neighbourhood” My friend 
Mr Benjamin Harrison of Ightham, has during the last year instituted a 
rigorous search over the high-level gravels south of this district 
[continues to p 36].   
 
P.36.The WGS entry from p 35 continues: 
 

South of this district. A tributary of the Medway is at Ightham… 
the level of the present stream near the village is 254 feet, an 
outlying bed of old river gravel is found at 330 feet and another 
bed up stream at altitudes of from 380 feet to 400. In these high 
level Wealden gravels Mr Harrison has recently found 
Palaeolithic implements in great numbers, generally massive, 
ochreous and abraded. At 312 feet he has found them in-situ, 
and on the surface as high as 335 feet. Recently Mr Harrison has 
examined the told river gravels at Dunks Green (2 ½ miles south 
of Ightham) and now, at a level of 200 feet has proved the beds 
to be implementiferous. For those facts and heights I am 
indebted to Mr Harrison who has given me permission for their 
publication. In these letters I have chiefly confined myself to 
statements of dry facts, purposely abstaining from any 
comments on the meaning of these heights referred to. 
Worthington G Smith’I  
 

 
 
1881. An account of Professor Boulger’s stay at Ightham. BH spent some 
time with him. 
 
P.37. An account of Bevington’s first visit and his loan of Geikie’s 
Prehistoric Europe. BH also read The Memoir of the Wealden Survey, 
which he found most useful. This was also a present from Mr Bevington. 
 
Dated October 3rd 1881. BH gives an account of a visit by JP and JE. 
Searching on High Field across to railway section and Fane Hill. BH 
pointed out where he was finding palaeoliths and thought JP said ‘A most 
unlikely spot’, a comment about whose legitimacy he often wondered. 
Afterwards on to Oldbury. 
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P.38. A typewritten letter from the BA for the Advancement of Science 
authorising the sum of £25.00 for the excavation of the Rockshelter site 
by BH. Dated October 1st 1891. 
 
A continuation of the entry from p 37, JP, JE and BH visit The Mote and 
then head for the Buley Chert bed. From there they make for Claygate 
Cross and Basted. He comments on the circuitous route they took to get 
to Basted. They were lucky enough to find some implements in Crouch. 
 
A note dated November 1901: 
 

 ‘It is now more then 20 years since the following paragraph 
met the eye of the writer. It was then copied in his common 
place book and by chance nearly a quarter of a century after 
lighted on. At the time it was just jotted down no thought was 
present in his mind as to any personal history, though for some 
years a desire to record brief notes on his nature plan had been 
floating in his brain. It has been said by a popular writer that a 
life history faithfully annotated is always pleasant to hear 
whichever it be, the history of the thinker, a fighter or a walker. 

 
Following, unnumbered page:  
 

‘I wrote the history of my nature plans with the evidence that is 
here found and comparatively easily written. But as time 
passed and my work became more onerous the area of 
observation so increased that the test became simply appalling. 
The margin, limited at first became broader and still broader 
and he found himself overwhelmed at the proportion which 
must be assumed by the simple annals of Ightham and the 
immediate district. To chronicle the annals of the Parish to 
observe and write down facts has indeed been an onerous task 
and fairly taxed the energies of one willing and desirous to 
accomplish the task. But owing to stern opposition it became 
…? necessary that the work, somewhat lightly undertaken, 
should be carried out’. 

 
Walker visited in 1885 and [eolith] 464 was shown to him. 
 
From here the entries start from the other end of the volume. 
 
First page. Newspaper clipping of Children’s Quaint Definitions and an 
Anthropological Institute leaflet re: Meeting on June 23rd 1891 held at 3 
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Hanover Square with EB Tylor in the chair. At the gathering Balfour 
delivered his lecture on the Tasmanian implements and JP, B de C and 
BH delivered their seminal lecture of Plateau flint implements. Facing 
page has more newspaper clippings with a Verax article, a poem about 
blue hills and small homilies. 
 
P.1.  An article entitled ‘The Pessimists View of Life’ from The Cornhill 
Magazine, April 1876. This is followed by a puzzle [probably also from 
Cornhill Magazine] and a quote from Oliver Wendell Holmes. 
 
P.2. Copy of a letter from JP, from his London home in Park Crescent, 
telling BH that his paper on the Darent Valley was due shortly. He asks if 
BH would send a small sample of good and bad specimens [eoliths] from 
Ash, West Yoke and Bower Lane all of which should be labelled as 
‘exhibited by Mr Benjamin Harrison’.  
 
A copy of a letter from A Montgomery Bell from his house in Robinson 
Road, Oxford: 
 

 ‘Just a line to give you my address. I had a delightful lunch 
with the Professor and Mrs Prestwich. I was pleased to find out 
more personal relations with them. Dr Falconer, Mrs 
Prestwich’s uncle, the Indian fossil elephant finder succeeded a 
near relation of my mother’s as superintendent of the 
geological … at Calcutta. He was Dr I Thomsen, an old friend 
both of Mrs Prestwich and the Professor; very eminent. I was 
sorry to see little of you this time and fear you will not see me 
again till August. I have looked forward to some Ash-ing, or 
similar work, but Jupiter Frosticus would not have it. Your 
sketch books impressed me. Wishing you and Mrs Harrison a 
Happy New Year…’  

 
In a post script Bell asks if BH has seen anything of the stalactite 
mentioned by Mantell.  
 
P.3. A poem entitled Soloman Redivivus 23. A paper clipping of Beecher’s 
advice to his son. 
 
P.4. Newspaper clipping mentions Gladstone and Herbert Spencer and 
evolution. A poem entitled The Pantheists Song.24 

                                                
23 This poem is by Birmingham poet, Constance Naden, 1858-1889, considered to be 
among the finest female poets of the 19th century, though largely forgotten now. 
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P.5. More poetry and a piece on nature as well as an extract about an old 
man, with a speech impediment who was loathe to speak to strangers, 
from the Journals of Caroline Fox.25 
 
Funny cartoon! A naked St. Joseph whose dignity whilst kneeling at the 
alter in front of gents and ladies of the cloth, is protected by an open 
umbrella. Adjacent is an article entitled ‘A Little Sermon’. 
 
P.6. A newspaper obituary for Russell Lowell. BH has sketched the 
outline of either a Neolithic celt or a Bronze Age metal axe head. Small 
clipping entitled Some Day. 
 
P.9. Pages 7/8 are absent. An entry entitled Man’s Place in Nature 
Poetry.  
 
Next four pages blank though the ghosts of newspaper clipping once 
pasted in, remain 
 
P.13. This page contains a newspaper article dated October 2nd on Sir 
John. Evans with drawings of his house [Nash Mills] and library 
 
P.14. A newspaper article entitled ‘Our County Mansions and their 
Owners’. This is about Sir John Evans and his home Nash Mills. 
 
P.15 A copy of part of Arnolds Light of Asia (p 251), dated March 29th 
1891. 
 
P.16.  Copy of a letter from BH to Thomas Wilson, of the Anthropology 
Department of the US National Museum, dated November 15th 1891: 
 

 ‘… I beg to acknowledge receipt of you letter dated October 
27th.  At present I can only say that I am awaiting the 
publication of the Journal of the Anthropological Institute 
before any arrangements can be made. On the 23rd June 
Professor Prestwich read an exhaustive paper on the rude 
implements from the chalk plateau, and as his paper will be 
illustrated by a series of some 20 or more photographs, 
considerable is necessary for production [this does not make 

                                                                                                                                       
24 Another of Constance Naden’s poems. 
25 A Quaker and diarist, born in 1819, part of her work recalling her correspondence 
with people such as John Stuart Mill and the Carlyle’s was published in 1872, a year 
after her death. 
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sense and I think ‘effort’ or similar word should come after 
considerable] is necessary for production. I saw him a fortnight 
since and he then said he was expecting the paper shortly. Mr 
Alfred R Wallace, the traveller and naturalist came to see my 
collection on November 2nd. I copy from his letter to shew his 
verdict on them. Owing to the anthropological paper it will not 
be necessary for me to write as he suggests. [the following are 
ARW’s words of praise and encouragement to BH] “I was 
greatly interested in your collection of the Oldest Palaeoliths. 
Could you not write a popular article giving an account of your 
first discovery of them, with all the main features of their form 
and peculiarities, and the special area in which they are found, 
illustrated by outline sketches of all the chief types of form, 
and laying particular stress on the fact that each of these types 
(however rude) are illustrated by numbers of specimens, 
shewing how natural flint pebbles of suitable form have been 
selected and by being chipped on one side  only have been 
brought to the required shape and edge. If you could write as 
you speak I think such a paper would be published by one of 
the good reviews”. [BH ends the quote and returns to the 
correspondence]. Wallace in one of his papers has said (I copy 
from an old notebook) “our best chance of finding the vastly 
remote small-brained and small-headed progenitor of man is in 
the widest area of land in the warmer region of the earth, which 
has not been submerged since Eocene or Miocene times.” 

 
P.17. The letter from the previous page continues:  
 

Unless I am mistaken my specimens represent this early stage – 
see Prestwich’s remarks - on the drifts with implements from the 
long-since denuded Weald uplands in his paper. I copy his 
remarks as you may have to wait some time, from the 
confidential proof sent to me. [the following are JP’s remarks] 
“Whilst the finished have the appearance of having been 
entombed or buried, these rude implements would appear to 
have been carried with the southern drift to the plateau, down 
from the central Wealden uplands which I have estimated might 
be in pre-glacial times – before the denudation of the Weald – 
have formed on low mountain range 2000-3000 feet in height. If 
it should be proved that the rude implements have been thus 
swept down from these uplands with the drift which has 
evidently come from that quarter – and we have no evidence to 
indicate that they were made in the spot where they are found – 
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it is possible that they may have to be relegated to a still earlier 
period than I have named. But that must be a question for the 
future. For the present I am contented only to shew that their 
extreme rudeness as a whole points to a very primitive state of 
art which is in accordance with the antiquity indicated by the 
known geological sequence”.  
 
Mr Spalding, Curator of the Colchester Museum writes thus 
after his visit on November 17th 1890 “Thank you very much for 
so kindly shewing me your collection od stone weapons. Your 
very old specimens were entirely new to me but I have no 
hesitation in saying most of them shew unmistakably the work 
of primitive man in this country. I would suggest that you call 
them Palaeotalithics (oldest stone), perhaps the above shortened, 
viz Palaeotolithic will be easier and still convey the meaning, as 
I think that neither you nor anybody elase will find older stone 
implements than these in Britain”. 

 
P.18.This [long and rather rambling] letter concludes with BH suggesting 
that Wilson should read JP’s paper on the Darent in the Quarterly Journal 
of the Geological Society for May 1891 as well as an article by the 
science editor of  Leisure Hour  for May 1889 which touches on the 
Ightham flint implements.  BH offers to show any agent in London with 
whom Wilson may be dealing, this series of eoliths at any time. 
 
An account of his situation [to Thomas Wilson AM], which BH starts: 
 

 ‘I am only a village tradesman but for thirty years I have been 
diligently collecting, beginning with the newest stone age 
Neolithic and working up to man’s oldest remains. To do this 
thoroughly has necessitated that some thousands of miles should 
be traversed and time . I have not made my pile as some strictly-
keep –to-business-and-that alone kind of man. So that series 
may possibly be exchanged for cash. I am not a mercenary man 
but it is useful to explain this. But I venture to think I share what 
the world has not, and in my homely phraseology, these rude 
types represent the strikers, pothooks and hangers of man’s first 
essays in handiwork and not the copper plate like work of the 
later fashioned Palaeoliths. Possibly the missing link’. 

 
A copy of a letter from Worthington Smith to BH dated December 1st  
1891.  
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‘… I return the Parish mag with many thanks: the abstract is 
very good no doubt. I am interested in the whole matter but 
most of all with the Patriarch, so much abraded, like other 
Patriarchs. I suppose imps abraded almost past recognition are 
found in most river valleys. I shall look out for the paper in the 
Anthropological. A few photographs or a very careful drawing 
of type examples might be useful. I prefer drawings to 
photographs myself. It might be well to have a few plaster 
casts taken…’ 

 
P.19. Diary page dated November 2nd. Quote from Cymbeline re: flint 
pillow. 
 
Copy of a letter from US National Museum dated Dec 23rd 1891. [In 
response to a letter from BH about eoliths, though the term in not used]:  
 

‘…Your letter was duly received and I have been thinking over 
what you say concerning the Palaeolithic implements found by 
you on the Plateau. I am much interested in this subject. We are 
finding similar implements on the surface, or practically so, 
some of which are associated with Indian Implements of a 
comparatively modern time, but others are on the high points of 
uneroded plateau apparently. I will take pleasure in sending you 
some specimens by which you can see what we have found. I 
will also send you my paper descriptive thereof. May I ask you 
to please keep me advised as to the various literature as it 
appears and anything new that may come out having a bearing 
upon the subject. I know that Mr John Evans, at the time of their 
appearance was not a believer in their great antiquity. I know 
also that Mr Hughes who… 

 
P.20.Letter from previous page continues… who was here in 
attendance upon the Geological Congress at Washington in 
August last, a decided disbeliever, but about the others aside 
from Mr Prestwich, I do not know. I have been like you in 
England, a sort of leader in favour of the Palaeolithic of the 
civilization of the man who made and used these implements, 
and I have met with bitter opposition as you have. However, I 
am not excited and like Mons Boucher de Perthes I am entirely 
willing to await the verdict of greater enlightenment and deeper 
and more extended knowledge. I await the paper of Professor 
Prestwich to appear in the Anthropological Journal… with 
much interest. When you can, I shall be much gratified to have 
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an exchange of your surface Palaeolithic implements with my 
Palaeolithic implements. I send you a copy of my handbook 
and call your attention to the pages which deal with these rude 
implements from the Plateau in France, as they are exhibited in 
the Musee St Germaine. It seems to me they go far towards 
settling the question in our respective papers…’. 

 
A copy of a paper prepared for Professor Seeley ‘s LGF class. [this is 
BH’s paper]. An account of eoliths which continues to P 23. In this BH 
recalls being present at JP’s reading of his paper on the ‘Palaeolithic 
Implements from Ightham’.  He justifies his response, when called upon 
to comment at the conclusion of the reading, by saying he might have 
responded differently had he heard all that was said but, owing to his 
deafness, he caught less than a tenth of what was said.  
 
P.21. BH asked the geologists present to treat him ‘tenderly’ and invited 
them to visit his ‘Paleolithic Paradise’ where they might examine the 
place for themselves. There follows an account of the subsequent visit 
and their wish to know a little more of BH’s personal details. He then 
gives the London Geological Field Class these details, which include his 
love of Oliver Wendell Holmes and his The Autocrat at the Breakfast 
Table. He describes Well Hill, relating it to snatches from The Autocrat. 
Bemoans the lack of will to preserve sites of archaeological/geological 
interest, such as Well Hill. 
 
P.22. Tells the class that his first foray into geological/archaeological 
observation was in the Valley of the Shode, which was followed by his 
observation of the deeply ochreous flint on the Plateau. Explains how he 
developed revolutionary thoughts about the significance of this 
phenomenon. Explains why he has not published anything about this with 
a quote from The Autocrat which suggests that the story of his finds there 
is not fully investigated to his satisfaction. 
 
P.23.The entry from the previous page continues. BH draws an analogy 
with treading on [thin] ice as further justification for having published 
nothing of his findings [on eoliths] from the Plateau. He uses the biblical 
analogy of the forty years Moses spent in the wilderness as further 
justification. He tells the class that if everyone worked as hard as he has 
for, in his case 25 years, science might benefit from all the evidence that 
results from such dedicated observation. 
 
P.24 Sunday May 1st 1892. BH took a train to Shoreham where he called 
on JP who produced a tooth from Pink’s quarry as well as a rhino 
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astralagus.  From there he went to Sevenoaks via Meenfield Hill passing 
Twitten and picking up the Polhill Road, on which he encountered  ‘an 
enormous number of cyclists’. This outing was so perfect it entered the 
annals as one of BH’s red-letter days. In red ink below this entry, BH 
notes that Pink told him the bones came from the layer between the rag 
and the hassock. BH doubts this suggesting that it was the fissure that 
yielded this material. Notes his intention to follow this up.   
 
The circus and menagerie came to Boro’ Green on Monday May 8th 1892 
in Sevenoaks field’ An accident with the staging and many hurt. 
 
P.25. Original letter from Smee and Cobay inviting BH to Bevington’s 
funeral, dated August 22nd 1892. 
 
Next two pages illustrations and a newspaper clipping entitled ‘The 
Romans in Britain’. 
 
This concludes the transcription of Volume 8 of the Benjamin Harrison 
Archive in Maidstone Museum and Bentlif Art Gallery. 
 
Angela Muthana 
August 9th 2014. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         


