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Maidstone Museum 
 
Benjamin Harrison Archive 
 
Volume 22 
 
 
[This volume, though undoubtedly in its correct chronological place, 
is actually numbered ‘2’ on the first page. The back page shows the 
correct number, 22. It accounts for events in the year ending in 1904 
and continuing into 1905 and it follows on from volume 21a and 
predates the events accounted for in volume 23. 
 
P.1. The first page has two clippings from a journal and a newspaper; 
the first, from a meeting of the Geological Survey of England, lists 
some of the members for the year 1875. At the December meeting of 
that year, Sir John Evans was President in the Chair. Below this is a 
poem. There follows ‘Notes on Auto Sets’ in which BH discusses 
some of the characteristics of eoliths, in this instance, a series of 
body stones (one of his typological categories of eolith). A 
comparison of No’s 2 and 10 show evidence of ‘reversed work’ and, 
he suggests, they could have been used from either side. Body stones 
are to be found in vast numbers and might have been used for 
rubbing calloused skin on the soles of the feet in addition to the 
removal of ‘scurf’. BH cites ethnographic evidence of such practices 
in Borneo and Queensland in support of his theories as to the use of 
body stones. 
 
P.2 Auto Set 2 deals with s series of hollow scrapers (another 
Eolithic typological category, though this one may owe as much to 
Sir Joseph Prestwich’s typology as BH’s).  Interestingly in this series 
BH notes that it is difficult to distinguish between what he certainly 
acknowledges as human workmanship and natural chipping. The 
origin of some of the stones is that of the 1894 British Association 
pit, many of which are classified as body stones. He suggests that the 
shape is suggestive of use by very early Palaeolithic man. These 
eoliths then must be interpreted as ‘evolutionary’ or ‘transitional’, 
that is chipped stones which look like, and in many instances are,  
Palaeolithic implements.  
 
P.3. Auto Set 3 also contains hollow (or depressed) scrapers, of 
which no.3 may be described as a ‘strigil or sweat stone’ such as 
those used by residents of Borneo for many years. BH quotes part of 
a conversation, with whom he does not specify, in which 
ethnographic examples, from Borneo which are used to legitimise 
this type of eolith. It is claimed that different dimensions of sweat 
stone were used for different parts of the body.  
 
P.4. Auto Set 3 continued: here a specific white stone from the South 
Downs, is discussed. It may, it is noted, be Neolithic or late 
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Palaeolithic or even a transitional specimen between an eolith and a 
palaeolith. BH notes the inclusion of another stone for the purpose of 
comparison. This stone has a bulb of percussion, mostly absent from 
eoliths. 
 
P.5. Auto Set 4. Here BH asks for No 1 of this set ‘… to be placed in 
the suspense account until compared with No 2 and the others’. He 
comments that this stone is like the first eolith he showed to 
Professor Prestwich in July 1888, which the latter later selected as 
one of those for his Ightham paper. This stone, BH recalls, was also 
shown to Henry walker FGS, in 1884. It came from a height of 520 
feet OD. 
 
P.6. Auto 4 continued. 3 and 4 are compared as being fashioned, one 
for use in the left hand and the other the right hand. The next eolith in 
this series was, BH suggests, used to whittle bone so as to make a 
piercer, similar to those used by ladies in their embroidery work. He 
notes that, such use produced wear and no further chipping. The 
following specimen was another with pronounced reversed work, as 
seen from two plains. An illustration of this and the bone piercer are 
included on this page. 
 
P.7. Auto Set 4 continues. BH discusses this last eolith when in 
conversation with an eminent non-believer in eoliths, who, on seeing 
this specimen admitted the possibility of its artefactual status.  
 
P.8. More of the explanation from the previous page continued here.  
 
P.9. Continued from P.8.  The conclusion of the exposition of the last 
three pages in which the doubter is finally convinced and goes on to 
become ‘… a very earnest propagandist’. 
 
P.10/11. Auto Set 5. A group said to be characteristic of those from 
the highest drifts and noted to resemble those from Puy Corney and 
Theney (Rutot’s specimens).  Of this group, the last three are of 
particular interest. BH talks of the dip slope of the chalk (of the 
North Downs) as being of particular interest. Drainage work, to the 
depth of 12 feet, revealed gravel of at least 12 feet deep and possibly 
as much as18 feet. Flint in certain parts of this gravel was noted to be 
‘…much bruised and battered’. The eoliths associated with this 
gravel, one an anvil, were accepted by Sir Joseph Prestwich as being 
of glacial origin. 
 
P.12. Auto Set 5. An entry about some specimens sent to Sir 
Archibald Geikie, whose remarks are recorded:  
 

‘The striae on your specimens may be partly due to internal 
movements in the gravel beds, but most of them seem to be of 
glacial origin. They are not, however, those of an ice sheet. 
This abundance, shortness and great variety of direction show 
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that they were not fixed persistently in a thick body of ice, but 
must have been held rather loosely and frequently shifted 
position. Somewhat similar kinds of striae…’ 

 
P.13. The copy of Geikie’s remarks continue:  
 

‘…may be occasionally picked up among the ?... remains of a 
glacier, but most probably your flints were carried along in 
river ice, and were frequently melted out and  refrozen in, as 
they were rasped along the bed and banks of the river’.  

 
BH remarks that it was his belief that the valley (on the dip slope of 
the North Downs) was in a buried channel. It was this site that the 
British Association made a grant for an excavation in 1894. The 
gravel at a depth of 6.1/2 to 7 feet was ‘hardpanned and very 
compact. From my diggings I got a vast number of eoliths’. 
 
A short poem, almost certainly about Geikie ‘A leader in the 
geological world…’ consisting of four verses. 
 
P.14. Auto Set 5 continued. Many of the eoliths from this dig ended 
up in the British Museum, the Natural History Museum, the Royal 
College of Science and the Geological Museum. The eoliths from the 
1894 and 1896/98 pits numbered 1902. Professor Rupert Jones is 
mentioned in relation to the …’Passage from the Eolithic to the 
Palaeolithic (Chellean)’. The topic of the transition from eoliths to 
palaeoliths is a frequent topic of consideration. 
 
P.15. Auto Set 6. Body Stones. BH lists No’s 5,6,7,8 and 11 as 
coming from the 1894,1896 and 1898 pits. This set contains several 
stones that exhibit bulbs of percussion. One of this set is white, 
which BH considered demonstrated continuity of type with the later 
Palaeolithic stage. No 11, a body stone, according to a traveller from 
Portugal, who assured BH as to the manner in which this type of 
stone was used. 
 
P.16. A flyer detailing the visit of the London and Middlesex Society 
to Ightham. This of course includes a trip to Oldbury and the Rock 
Shelters with BH as the conductor. A newspaper clipping about this 
visit. 
 
P. not numbered. Allusion to the Palaeolithis from the Thames 100ft 
gravels at Milton Street as well as some from Aylesford gravel beds 
(no levels given to this latter). 
 
P.17. Clipping from an unattributed newspaper or journal, with 
comments about the pamphlet published at BH’s own expense, about 
eoliths. The writer is a ‘believer’ in eoliths. 
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P.18. Sunday December 11th 1904 the day dawned fine after a wet 
week. BH set off for Seven Acres where he found a leaf-shaped 
arrow head which he sent to Mr. Darbishire. Sketch of this below. He 
remarks on the beauty of this object and how thin it is when viewed 
laterally.   
 
A quotation from FJB (Bennett) entitled: ‘Persona ingrata’. This is 
part of a letter to Read in defence of BH’s ‘case’. The following 
paragraph, in inverted commas, is about the Cretan exhibition of 
1903 and refers to Schliemann and the Trojan treasure and seems to 
indicate a parallel position between Schielmann and BH in terms of 
the belief of others in their theories and work. 
 
P.19. A newspaper clipping reviewing: ‘Our Roads’ by F.J. Bennett. 
The reviewer is W.S. Freeman of Otford, Kent. The review is 
positive. 
 
P.20. Tuesday December 13th 1904. Elsie (the maid) reported that the 
front room was filled with smoke. Nurse1 later reported smoke from 
the floor joists, between which BH poured water. The problem 
remained and BH found smoke in the front parlour. Here BH found a 
hole down which he squirted water from a sponge. This caused more 
smoke, which alarmed him. Stanley King noticed the smoke and tried 
to get at it from below. They then found the stove rested on only 1 ½ 
inches of ?... This had resulted in the woodwork igniting, which they 
eventully managed to subdue. The whole matter is described as ‘… a 
time of trial…’ The incident would have been worse had it occurred 
at night. 
 
P.21. Wind from the SW with rain on December 19th 1904. Despite 
this BH went out to Five Acres where he found many flakes but only 
one scraper. He spent the evening copying the palaeolith from Ash 
Plain found by Lord Avebury. The mountain shrines of Japan are 
described, from an article in Gentleman’s Magazine, August 1904. 
This deals particularly with the shrine at Nikko. 
 
P.22. A letter, dated 5th January 1905, from Rev J D Gray, of 
Nayland Vicarage, Colchester, about some specimens from Nayland, 
the verdict upon which is eagerly awaited. Boyd Dawkins is referred 
to in relation to some eoliths he was sent for an opinion. He seems to 
have been convinced of the artificial nature of some, though 
expressed doubt about others. Rev Gray notes that he shared these 
doubts about exactly the same specimens. Boyd Dawkins declined to 
give an opinion about the stone from the Acton pit, which Rev. Gray 

                                                
1 I think that this reference to a nurse in the house must be to do with 
the long illness that Mrs Harrison endured, the nature of which is 
never made explicit but which, to judge from various, rather vague 
references, has all the characteristics of a disabling auto-immune 
disease such as Rheumatoid arthritis 
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was convinced was worked, despite, apparently, finding some 
evidence of intentional chipping. These specimens were sent to 
Professor Rupert Jones for an opinion. The topic changes, somewhat 
abruptly, to that of the Shinto Temple at Nikko (in Japan). Close to 
this, in a later age, a Buddhist shrine was also built. These are seen as 
evidence of spiritual development ‘from darkness into light’ A 
description of the Buddhist temple follows. 
 
P.23. A continuation of the entry from the previous page with an 
abrupt reversion to the topic of the Nayland lithics and how eagerly 
the Rev Gray awaited Professor Rupert Jones’s opinion, which he felt 
quite certain would be the one he expected. The topic continues a 
report of Boyd Dawkins opinion on the eoliths in question. Boyd 
Dawkins seems to have considered that many of these objects 
showed signs of human agency though he considered many of them 
to be of the same age as most palaeoliths.  
 
A short mention of the paper read by Osmand Fisher at the British 
Association2. In this paper he considered the Dewlish pit and it’s 
megafaunal content. Mention is made of Larkby, who sent a poem to 
Rev Gray. Bennett is also mentioned in relation to Terry’s Lodge and 
the supposed find of Mammoth remains there. 
 
P.23 (another page 23). The entry from the previous page continues 
expressing the strong views of Boyd Dawkins on finds of a mix of 
eoliths and palaeoliths from the Kent Plateau around Ightham, the 
pits dug there are said to contain only eoliths, a fact contested by 
Boyd Dawkins which Rev Gray describes as a bone of contention 
between ‘you’ (BH) and ‘him’ (Boyd Dawkins), saying ‘on this 
point, it seems to me, the whole question turns’. Boyd Dawkins’ 
opinion of Professor Prestwich is not flattering. He considered the 
latter to have been old and lacking judgment on the topic, ‘hardly 
knew what he was talking about’. Rev Gray quotes Prestwich’s paper 
Controverted Questions… which he considered to have dealt clearly 
with the subject. He raises one point on which Prestwich’s judgement 
has been shown, with time, to be wrong and that is the age of stone 
tools and therefore of human antiquity.  
 
Copy of a poem about his work on eoliths by BH to FJ Bennett.   
 
P.24. Conclusion of Rev Gray’s thoughts on Professor Prestwich and 
his ideas about human antiquity and the ice age.   
 
An entry written about the 25th December 1904, which appears to be 
the conclusion to the poem from the previous page. That day, which 

                                                
2 Held in Cambridge in 1904. The 1905 meeting was in South Africa, 
later than the entry in BH’s notebook so the reference has to be to the 
previous year’s meeting in Cambridge 
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BH describes as ‘fine’, he went to Buley where he found a palaeolith, 
both this, and one found the following day, are sketched. 
 
P.25. Newspaper clippings, one from The Times Literary Supplement 
of January 6th 1905 about BH’s publication entitled ‘On the History 
of Flint Implements’, and another about the origins of Christmas.  
 
Boxing Day 1904 was dull and foggy and, though the roads were 
very dirty, BH set out for Buley at 11.15 where he found a palaeolith 
with dendritic patination (as illustrated on the previous page). 
Newspaper clipping which describes BH as …geologist and 
palaeolithologist…’. The article discusses the, then recent, 
publication about the history of eoliths. This is from the British 
Medical Journal as indicated in BH’s handwriting below. On Sunday 
January 1st 1905 the temperature dropped, there being 18 degrees of 
frost. The following day warmed up considerably. 
 
P.26/27. Another poem. Once more on the theme of flint hunting on 
the high gravels of Kent. Last two verses on P.27. 
 
P.28. A newspaper clipping entitled ‘Local Nature Notes’. 
Illustration of two eoliths.  
 
Wednesday January 4th 1905 BH records the death of Arthur Dunn at 
around 6am, which left him feeling very low in spirits. His remedy 
for this was to go for a walk, which he hoped would see him return 
home ‘…a new man…’. His route took him via Fen Pond to the 
Pilgrim’s Road.  
 
P.29. The entry from the previous page continues with BH describing 
the find of a horseshoe, in the trench dug for the laying of water 
pipes, which he believed was Roman. It is illustrated in pencil and 
wash. He describes the geology of the trench as being cemented flint 
fragments and pebbles. From there he went on to the pit where he 
‘peeled away…’ the clay with his penknife and thus obtained many 
Eolithic specimens. Mentions one Eolithic find that features in one of 
his plates. 
 
P.30. The entry from the previous page continues. From the pit BH 
made his way via the Crowslands path where he found many eoliths. 
He paced the field here where he notes the absence of ochreous 
gravel. He returned via Birches where he found a recently killed grey 
crow. He records how much better he felt on his return from this 
walk. Another pencil sketch of the horse shoe.  
 
Copy of a letter from Worthington Smith dated January 8th 1904, 
though dated 1905 by Edward Harrison who has queried the date 
entered by BH and written ?1905 above it. He writes: ‘was pleased to 
see your portrait in last No. Reliquary as supplied by Mr Clinch. You 
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should have stripped disarranged your hair and appeared in character 
with a pale skull cracked in your hand’. 
 
P.31. Sunday January 8th 1904/5. Edward Harrison has, once again 
amended the year from 04 as entered by BH to 05. BH and Shilling 
walked to Kemsing when the sun broke through the gloom. To Drane 
Farm where the Kentish Rag of the Farmhouse is noted. He remarks 
that it must have been a drag to transport the ragstone to this site. [all 
uphill]. Examined flint heaps on the path leading to White Gate 
Cottage where he found some eoliths. Examined the ‘spread’ near the 
stile to the SW of Drane patch but saw no ochreous material. From 
there he went to the pit counting the birds nests on the way. On to 
Exedown.  
 
On Sunday April 15th (Edward has once again queried the date 
suggesting the events recorded may be those of January 1905).  The 
weather had been stormy and also bitterly cold the day before. 
Unusually, BH records that he stayed in bed till 12 watching the trees 
sway about in the gale. Goes on to describe the cold, stormy weather. 
BH obviously suffered in this cold weather. 
 
P. 32. January 22nd 1905. A frosty day but undeterred, BH strode out 
to Platt and Park Farm. Describes and draws a section seen on his 
walk. Notes the presence of chert above the gault section. Notes also 
the presence of lenticular flint drift at the lowest levels. Cartoon from 
the South East Geological Association, 24th January 1905. It parodies 
the search for coal in Kent. 
 
P.33. Sunday January 29th 1905. Another frost but very spring-like 
weather. BH headed for Terry’s Lodge pit with a gentleman who was 
lodging at Mrs East’s. Some finds despite it being very ‘sticky’. 
Examined the section in which the pipes were lain where he noted 
tabular flint. Copy of a letter from Professor Ray Lankester, dated 
January 29th 1905:  
 

…I am sorry to have kept your book so long, I hope you 
have it now. I could not get to Ightham last summer but 
mean to do so this. I should like to have a lot of shoulder 
of mutton implements very carefully photographed. I 
have not the slightest doubt as of their human 
manufacture and of the immense increase they give to 
man’s antiquity. Sincerely yours, E Ray Lankester 

 
P.34. Sunday February 5th 1905.  The fine, mild day that dawned saw 
BH out walking to Chipstead where he made a long examination of 
Perry’s Palaeolithic implement, which he judged to be a ‘grand 
specimen’. Other specimens from Aylesford were viewed. He 
mentions and sketches some Mesolithic artefacts, which he refers to 
as ‘pygmy specimens’ possibly from a midden in Seaford, which 
were also examined.  The inevitable cache of eoliths from Eastbourne 
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and Beachy Head were also examined, which BH thought were 
particularly ‘persuasive’. 25 more eoliths were found during a three-
hour search. And from the garden of his walking companion of the 
day, a mixture of flint and chert, were examined. BH noted that those 
from the beach were particularly worn. Examined the capping of the 
Folkestone beds above the entrance to ‘their wonderful caves’. BH 
left at 4 and was home via Sevenoaks by 5. He read ? Blackwoods 
Magazine between 6-8 in the evening. He notes that this journal was 
much enjoyed by his wife. 
 
P.35. A quote from Howarth, at an ‘anthro meeting’ dated 1892: 
‘What I call science is bringing together remote facts and making 
them illustrate each other’. Under this is written ‘Rogers Will Ash’ 
and ‘300 ft to water’.   
 
February 8th (1905) Bonney. From Mrs Stopes: 
 

 That Professor Bonney in again. He says he is surprised 
and delighted with our collecting. What he doubted of 
yours were those I brought home from the escarpments. 
You promised to find some that I would never be ashamed 
of along with some of old ?... selections and I was wishing 
I had some of the same. He did say this of my 
Rickmondsworth lot. “I am not going to accept those” 
Then I said “consider them in relation to Mr Harrisons. He 
then said “I consider them of the same geological … and 
the same claim to work as Mr Harrison’s’  

 
Sunday February 12th 1905. A cold day, which found BH feeling 
very unwell and having to ‘nurse’ himself. Ted and Lizzie arrived at 
10.30 and the nurse was there too.  
 
P.36. A flyer for a series of public lectures, held in the Corn 
Exchange, Maidstone, one of which was entitled ‘Britain’s Past and 
Present in the Light of Geology’ and which was delivered by HJ 
MacKinder (What Kent has done for Engand) and chaired by FSW 
Cornwallis, vice chair of Kent County Council. This is followed by a 
poem entitled ‘Pride’ and a snippet from the Westminster Gazette on 
the subject of ‘rest’. 
 
P.37. A comment about having sent Mr Worthington Smith ‘… a 
baker’s dozen of split pebbles (worked) and asked his opinion, he 
returned and gave more. I again wrote and he replied as per sent 
letter. I replied. “In future what notes I may send to you I’ll add an 
additional .W. You are  ?w..ly ?... Mr. Worthington but still ?.. a 
regular ?... ones’.  
 
 ‘To Lhasa’, below which is a newspaper clipping entitled: ‘In a 
Lighter Vein’ and is a book about the ordinary man.   
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An original letter from Worthington Smith, dated 9th February 1905:  
 

… I am returning herewith your M.S.S. I have read them in 
part. I intended to write last week, but was interrupted and then 
my son and his late wife’s mother and sister came and I thought 
I had better return the stones at once. I had no time to write for 
I had to go to London and have only just returned. You will 
find some sketches and frills in the envelope; they are no good, 
I use such things for waste purposes, fire-lighting etc – I have 
not been able to read all your letter and just now I cannot 
undertake to report (yours being involved geologically as well 
as archaeologically) on stones – Did you ever send that book 
back, if so, I have never received it – if not, please keep it I 
have another now… . 

 
On the reverse of W G Smiths letter is a newspaper clipping with a 
(rather saucy!) photograph of Miss Ruth Lytton as Aristo, in a theatre 
production. 
 
P.38. A newspaper clipping of a review by Romilly Allen, of 
Worthington G Smith’s book about Dunstable, published by the 
Homeland Association Ltd.  Also mentioned is his other well-known 
publication about early humans Man the Primeval Savage.  
 
February 12th – 19th 1905. BH notes that he was ‘very unwell’.  This 
he concludes was owing to his having a chill precipitated by the 
‘polar climate’ that prevailed at the time.  He had a visitor, Dr 
Warren who examined him making no comment. Shortly after Dr 
Blundell called and diagnosed erythema, or inflammation, of a 
superficial vein or skin and advised BH to keep warm. The itching in 
the affected area almost drove BH ‘…mad…’, and his thighs were a 
mass of  ‘pink pimples’.  The fact that the weather is described as 
‘delightful’, by which one assumes he meant cold and dry and good 
for walking, and the fact that he is unable to get out to undertake this 
activity, must have made him feel very hard-done by. 
 
P.39. Three newspaper clippings, the first about proceedings of the 
Men’s Conference on the topic of ‘Prehistoric Man’ held in Holy 
Trinity Parish Room in a Woking parish.  Eoliths provided the start 
to this lecture. The second also records this same event as does the 
third. 
 
A photograph of the oldest 17th century headstone in the graveyard of 
West Malling church taken by Mr Filkins. 
 
P.40. Sunday February 19th 1905. A fine day that saw storms at 4pm 
and an eclipse in the evening, which was all the more striking 
because of the clear skies. Campbell, who had arrived the previous 
night, visited BH at 11 leaving at 1.15 and they spent time in the 
museum. This gentleman favoured the emergence of humans in the 
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Miocene or Pliocene of the Tertiary period. This creature he 
envisaged to be a ‘…hairy simian’.   
 
On the 20th February 1905 The wintery conditions continued to 
prevail with frequent snow storms so BH spent time sketching sets of 
stones for Mr Campbell. Campbell had worked out a ‘Ladder of 
Man’ that set out his ideas about human evolution from the Eocene to 
the Quaternary epoch.  The Eocene hominid is noted as being a 
monkey whereas the Quaternary human is a Neanderthal. BH 
reproduces a sketch of Campbell’s ladder. 
 
P.41. The week of the 19th – 26th February is noted as being a 
particularly tiring time.  A cold wind blew from the North East and 
had everyone complaining.  Some of the older village men said that it 
was colder than had ever been experienced.  The thermometer read 
32 degrees Fahrenheit but the wind made it feel colder. BH was 
clearly still far from well as he only opened the shop after 14 days 
when warm, spring-like conditions prevailed. The following entry, 
not dated, sees him sketching evolutionary sets for D Campbell and 
copying geological notes about the Pliocene and the Lenham beds as 
well as the geology in which the Plateau implements were found.  
 
Copy of a letter from W. Cudworth: 
 

 … please find me another of your pamphlets on the 
eoliths, without charge as I intend to use it to your interest. 
I fully appreciate the desirability, nay the necessity of our 
museum collection serving as representative collection of 
your important finds, and will do what is possible in 
bringing this about. I received a communication from Mr 
S…don Ward on the same subject. With kind regards. 
Yours. W Cudworth 

 
P.42. Another copy of a letter from Mr S…don ward, dated 25th 
February (1905): 
 

 … My letter to Mr. Cudworth has a long, very friendly 
reply – part of which I quote. I have written him further, 
keeping up the interest in the matter, and hope something 
satisfactory may result. …’  The part of the reply copied 
runs thus: ‘I am also pleased to shake hands with you as 
an Eolithic disciple. I have been a convert (although 
previously a sceptic) on that subject from the minute I 
visited Ightham some years ago. Believe me I shall do 
what I can to search for the Cartwright Museum a 
representative selection in addition to the similar one 
acquired by the Councillor. Should that not come about I 
trust we may count on the additional smaller alluded to 
in your letters to our late mutual friend Mr. Waddington 
?... .   
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A short reference to Mr Bennett’s work on Roads and Trackways 
from Prehistoric Times to the Present. There follows a short excerpt 
from the book in which the meaning of road is suggested.  
 
P.43. Sunday February 26th was a wet day which BH spent mounting 
sets of stone tools as well as writing to his son Edward.  
 
March 5th was dull but BH walked to Bassett’s plantation where he 
comments on the presence of chert. The white flint in front of Tebb’s 
cottage is also noted. March 12th saw another wet day that BH spent 
reading aloud for some time. His choice of book was The Silence of 
Dean Maitland. The entry about Bennett and roads continues, this 
time the excerpt is about Kentish trackways. He mentions Roman and 
Romanized trackways that existed prior to the Roman invasion and 
asks if anyone has written about them. He says he thinks Payne must 
have done so. 
 
P.44. Newspaper or Journal clippings. Some clippings of Bennett’s 
work about ancient Kentish gravestones are pasted in followed by an 
entry about illegible writing. The inference from this is that the more 
educated the person, the less legible the writing! BH must have 
included this to justify his own illegible writing. 
 
P.45. A poem about flint, Bennett and things geological. Sketch of an 
arrow. A sketch of two microliths from Welwyn (pygmies). Also 
mentioned are palaeoliths found in- situ by BH in 1903-4 at a depth 
of 12 feet with implements then in the British Museum. Another 
sketch of a handaxe, noted as being ochreous in appearance. An 
extract about a disagreeable person, dated March 12th 1905 under 
which ‘Rectory Winton Bassett’ is written suggesting that it was the 
Rector who initially penned it. 
 
P.46. Newspaper clipping from The Kent Messenger, reviewing the 
Gilchrist Lectures held in the Corn Exchange in Maidstone. Dated 
March 14th 1905. An original letter, typed, from Mr Mackinder,  
Director of the London School of Economics, dated 8th March 1905, 
to BH expressing his sorrow at not having met BH at the Gilchrist 
Lecture and hoping that he knew his work had been referred to 
during the lecture. 
 
P.47. A poem, dated about 1851, about financial treasure, or rather 
the lack of it. The following entry is a retrospective poem about the 
first handaxe found in Ash in 1885, written about in March 1905. It 
continues the theme of treasure, this time of course treasure in the 
form of stone tools. 
 
P.48.Wednesday evening 15th February 1905 (Edward Harrison’s 
dating).  A deluge continued all day whilst BH sat by his wife’s 
bedside. At 7 there was a knock on the door but he was unable to 
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open it (must have swollen with the damp). BH looked out of the 
window and asked who was there and ‘young Winters’ responded. 
The writing is quite difficult to read but it appears that Winters had a 
note from Mrs Carter and a large leather box which looked like ‘an 
immense book’ inside which was a letter which stated that she was 
unable to pay as her affairs were in someone else’s hands. BH is 
inspired by this to write a poem inspired by tenets from the gospel of 
Luke. 
 
P.49. On Saturday March 18th 1905 Mr Ward visited at 3 to look at 
plates to be photographed for  Cartwright’s Memorial Hall, Bradford. 
The weather was clearing after 10 days rain.  
 
The name and address of an insurer from Plymouth.  
 
Sunday March 19th 1905, a remarkably sunny day, very spring-like. 
BH took off  for a section in Boro’ Green where he found some 
eoliths. Later he spent time tinting his catalogues.  
 
Copy of a letter from Clement A Read of the British Museum to FJ 
Bennett, dated 20th March 1905. It concerns one of the pits from 
which specimens have been sent to Mr. Read, which, though most 
interesting, Mr. Read had hesitated to class as eoliths. He suggests 
that such a collection of stones from beneath the boulder clay is not 
surprising. 
 
P.50. A copy of a letter from Mr Read to Mr Grey, dated 20th March 
(1905) in which he acknowledges the return of flints from the pit, 
which he notes display some puzzling features. Since they are from 
the clay they do not show the same patina as those from the plateau 
gravels of Kent. He says that they are almost certainly not artefacts.  
 
Copy of a letter from E Newton to BH, dated march 20th 1905: ‘… 
your parcel with the bones arrived yesterday and is evidently the leg 
bone of a large ox, perhaps Bos primigenius. I will keep this 
specimen with that from Dr Conn.’ A short post-script about the 
fissure (Basted) follows. It may be that the specimen came from this 
source, though the fissure discovery dates to 1893. 
 
P.51. Newspaper clipping about FJ Bennett’s work on ancient 
tombstones in Kent.  
 
P.32. BH mistakenly wrote 32 instead of 52. This sequence continues 
to P.44 where we have to start from the back page. It is not absolutely 
clear, but this entry appears to be a continuation of that from P.45. In 
it the details of two more microliths are described and drawn, one a 
scalene triangle, the other a denticulate blade. There is no scale so no 
exact dimensions can be ascertained.  
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On Sunday June 25th 1905, BH comments on the heat which did not 
prevent him from heading out for Sunny Banks west where he notes 
the ironstone drift near James Bassett’s home, close to Oldbury Place 
lawn, where he notes the presence of weathered chert, Oldbury stone, 
ironstone and four Tertiary pebbles. He also records finding a cave-
age flake and a rock shelter specimen near the top. He spent the 
evening writing to Mr William Newton about the Cobham gravels.  
 
The following day was very quiet and BH spent his time sketching. 
On Wednesday June 28th he went to ? Plantation where he searched 
the gravels and was rewarded with the find of four Palaeolithic flakes 
and the butt end of another implement.  He mentions an implement 
with an ogival curve from Highfield where he comments on the 
presence of weathered chert and Oldbury stone. 
 
P.33. Copy of a letter from JS Phene of Brighton dated 25th June 
1905. The letter records the interesting material found in Brighton. 
Phene requests a copy of Bennett’s paper on the Megaliths and 
promises to return BH’s copy of same. He asks about a statement on 
page 2 of the paper that suggests that Kemsing church is on a 
prehistoric site. He asks where Kemsing is in relation to Ightham 
since he is considering the lines connecting ancient sites, as 
mentioned by Bennett in his paper.  
 
Sunday July 2nd 1905. Another hot day which saw BH out gardening 
between 9-11. He stopped for a chat with Piper till 12.30. In the 
evening he went to Boro’ Green and mentions finding flakes and 
eoliths. Another poem. This time he mentions his pension and how, 
whatever the endeavour, he has always done his best. 
 
P.34. Poem from previous page continues. Copy of part of a poem to 
Sir John (Evans) not dated:  
 

When you’ve done with animal Egypt,  
When you’ve bid adieu to Greece,  
Will you kindly make your way home  
To my abode of peace.  
When weaving round the world over,  
And want another field,  
And taking rest at ?...some,  
Just come down to the Weald.  
There are high sites, and low sites,  
Rock shelters there as well,  
Implements of all sorts,  
Too numerous to tell,  
There are eoliths in plenty  
And palaeoliths galore.  
You cannot find a better plot.  
What can a man want more’.  
Dated July 4th 1905 
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P.35. Copy of a letter from Sir Mark Collet, Grand Hotel, 
Salsmaggioro, dated 2nd July 1905:  
 

… I am sorry that I have let so long a time go by without 
having thanked you for your very interesting pamphlet 
on Eolithic flint implements. I was laid up when it landed 
here and since then the illness and loss of my father, 
business matters and journeys have kept me more than 
occupied. I read your letter only yesterday and thank you 
now for sending it for the pleasure it gave me. Yours 
faithfully, Mark Collet’    

 
Odd one-line entries, mentioning a photograph of someone riding a 
bike; a reference to the Tribe of Benjamn from Proverbs 20 – vs. 26. 
Lamentations of Jeremaiah Chapters 1-5 and reference to the advent 
of Eolithic Woman on Benjamin’s Plateau. All this followed by a 
poem by Worthington Smith: 
 

On scanning it closely I cannot ascribe,   
This? ..as belonging to one of my tribe.  
For in cranial capacity it seemeth to me,  
To belong to the tribe of WG.  
For believe me dear Sir,  
‘Tis really no myth,  
Ere the whole was constructed,  
There must be a Smith.  

Sent to me July 7th 1905 
 
P.36. July 9th 1905. Another reference to Lamentations and an 
argument in the Breech’s Bible3  relating to the ‘prophetic set’ sent 
by BH to Worthington Smith who replied, and, according to BH, said 
‘nothing to the point’ about his (BH’s) work. The following remarks 
quoted from Smith’s letter are about BH’s writing:  
 

I have not yet been able to decipher your letter at present – the 
most illegible I have ever received from you. Your unreadable 
note and the heatwave nearly gave me apoplexy – Stones 
returned. What you mean by prophetic in the case I do not 
know but I have but little faith in prophets. I could but reply 
from my breakfast table. Some persons affirm and with truth 
too I think. There exists throughout nature a kind of a link that 
unites in our class all the animal class. From the warm to the 
?... animal Man’s view of you and I trace our lineage back to 
the point where our forbears left animal tracks. In your case 
you start from a wily old cuss and not yet extinct as is well 
known to us he lives and is named W,G Humbugius.’  

                                                
3 So called in popular parlance because of the reference to ‘breeches’ 
in Genesis 3:7 when describing Adam’s clothes 
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Sunday July 8th 1905 was hot and thundery but not in the Ightham 
district, being very bad in London and especially at night. Men and 
animals were killed when a tree fell under a 24 bus. 
 
P.37. The entry here details WG Smith’s photograph of a Mesolithic 
(pygmy) implement which was accompanied by the poem from the 
previous page. Again, a biblical reference, Proverbs 20 – 26 Vs: 26 
and again the Lamentations of Jeremiah. A quote from Vol. 1 No 68 
of the Spectator of 1701: It was sent as a solace and touches upon 
aspects of humanity shared by the whole human race, regardless of 
‘tribe’. 
 
P.38. Weather cooler on July 15th 1905 after a record high of 84 
degrees F (in the shade) the previous friday. The following day BH 
spent the morning preparing a paper for the Archaeological Society. 
The evening saw him heading for Oldbury and Rosewood. Mention 
of the Westminster Gazette with an article about Cromwell’s skull. A 
poem follows this and though the writing makes it difficult to read, 
also seems to be about Cromwell’s skull.  
 
On Sunday July 22nd 1905, the morning turned out to be wet till 
11.30 so BH spent the time copying notes from nature books. He 
walked to Stanley’s Hop Garden in the evening in Mill Lane where 
he found a Palaeolithic tool and a large flake noting the distribution 
of weathered chert as he walked. 
 
P.39. Newspaper clipping about the stone implements of the lower 
Thames valley by AS Kennard and MAC Linton. It is favourably 
reviewed with discussion of eoliths from the Kent Plateau and other 
countries. BH remarks that Mr Blundell called for a chat about his 
‘illness’ which he said he also suffered from. It is not clear what this 
illness might be.  
 
A sketch in pencil outlined in red ink, of what is not clear though he 
mentions gravity and lying down as well as ‘the curse of 
appendicitis’. There is a grand ?... at Prestons and  ‘swarms of 
carriages’ but it was too hot to go in search of them.  
 
On the 29th July 1905, the Royal Archaeological Society visited 
Knole, Wrotham and Yaldham.  It is not clear how BH was involved 
in this outing. 
 
P.40. Sunday July 30th dawned a fine day though there were storms 
elsewhere and an increasingly rough wind. BH met Mr Shilling and 
his two nephews and their boys. They searched and found eoliths in 
the railway cutting at the base of the gravel. There is a sketch, done 
from memory, of this stone.  
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On Tuesday August 1905 the Royal Archaeological Society is again 
mentioned. The group arrived in the village just after mid-day and 
proceeded to St Peter’s Church. Willie Jenkin came along to say that 
Professor Haworth had told him he was unable to attend as he had no 
time. BH notes that the shop, parlour and museum were fully 
occupied. He, being on his mettle, gave a good account of his 
collection and his Eolithic philosophy. Some of the visitors lingered 
and enjoyed a quiet time with BH and his collection. 
 
P.41. Explanation of the Royal Archaeological Society visit 
continues the account of which mentions the conspicuous absence of 
Sir Henry Haworth. Bennett arrived with a friend. Dr Holden FGS of 
Suffolk who came especially to see the eoliths as he had read Sir 
John Evans account of them, as well as those from Puy Corney, as a 
natural occurrence. Mr H Bell FGS, who had been present at the 
reading of Kennard’s paper to the Wiltshire Archaeological Society, 
was also there that day and commended the day. Naylor from Surrey 
attended. He was, according to himself, the first person to discover 
palaeolithic stone tools in West Sussex, an account of which was due 
shortly to appear in Antiquity. BH describes this occasion as ‘… a 
red-letter day…’.  
 
P.42. Wednesday 3rd August dawned fine and hot. BH started out 
walking to the pit site at 1.30 with Sir Mark Collett and two others. 
He notes that, at the pit, 25 feet by 6 feet had been excavated from 
south to north4. They then went on to the chalk pit where rain must 
have stopped play at some point, though the exact time is not given.  
 
On the 4th August 1905, Holman and Skinner set out to excavate a 
trench 30 feet by 6 feet south to north (of the pit referred to in last 
paragraph at Ash) and came home that night with the spoil which BH 
has sketched on this page. Two implements, one of which was of 
Oldbury stone.  
 
On Saturday 5th a Lower Palaeolithic stone tool was found and 
sketched by BH. 
 
P.43. Another sketch of an eolith, two views.  
 
On Sunday 6th Mr Grist of Kingston arranged with BH to visit the pit 
and they started out at 10. Ted (BH’s son) accompanied them. They 
first went to the chalk pit where an artefact was found. Ted went on 
to Boro’ Green and the others visited other sites, including 
Maplescombe valley, Birches and Terry’s Lodge. BH mentions a 
‘long sit down…’ [well-deserved after such a long walk]. BH arrived 
home at 4 after ‘…a grand day – perfect’. Percy Martin called in the 

                                                
4 Although he is not explicit about this, BH must be referring to a pit 
dug in search of eoliths in the Ash area 



 17 

evening and offered to take them to the pit the following day. BH’s 
response: ‘Hurrah!’  
 
On August 9th the day dawned wet. BH was not very well having had 
a bad attack of diarrhoea so he remained at home with Mr Grist. They 
spent time examining and photographing sets of eoliths. Percy and 
Ted set off for the pit and returned with ‘spoil’. A sketch of an eolith 
found in the pit, which was at a height of 754 feet OD. Mr Grist 
started out in the afternoon. 
 
P.44. Copy of a letter from Mr Griffiths, dated August 11th 1905: ‘… 
Thanks for your letter. Much as I appreciate your work, it is the man 
I went to see this time. Opportunities are few, and the years go by all 
too quickly. It is two or three years since we grasped hands. 
Therefore if it is not wet on Sunday morning I will go to Wrotham by 
train timed to arrive at 10.9.  If I do not see you at the station I will 
walk on to Ightham and call on your home.’  
 
Two illegible lines from a letter by Henry Haworth follow: ‘I return 
the paper you kindly sent me with many thanks. I remain Yours very 
sincerely, Henry H Haworth’. Copy of a letter from H Haworth, the 
address from which it was sent is ‘Royal Cork Yacht Club. It is dated 
August 7th (1905). He tells BH he is overworked and has very little 
time to reply to BH’s letter. He refers to a meeting of the 
Archaeological Institute and tells BH he is privileged to live in such a 
beautiful county [that is, Kent]. Some of the people who were on the 
Royal Archaeological Society recent visit to Ightham expressed their 
pleasure at meeting BH. Haworth says that the president of the 
Society however, had, on this occasion, time for nothing, 
concentrating only on keeping the show going. Haworth does 
however mention that the President had been to BH’s neighbour 
General Goldsworthy, an old friend, at whose home he had a pleasant 
stay.  
 
A newspaper clipping about Mr Stead and his views on American 
Freethinkers, which are quite the opposite to those of Dr Torrey, who 
condemns such people.  Infidelity and morality are discussed. 
 
Starting from the back of the volume at P.1. Two newspaper 
clippings, the first about the Canterbury Pilgrimages and Chaucer’s 
account of them, the other a poem. The written entry concerns last 
year’s show, which BH describes as ‘Splendid, with fine weather’. 
The show at neighbouring Platt was no so favoured. The entry is in 
poetic form. 
 
P.2. An undated entry about BH’s work in his locality and its general 
significance in the field of human evolution. He mentions Rutot and 
Dr Klaatsch. Copy of a short entry of the Transactions of the 
Anthopological Congress from a paper in which Klaatsch says that 
worked flints in [a particular but unspecified] Tertiary deposit are, of 
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Upper Miocene origin that was later altered by a Pliocene lava 
stream.  
 
A short extract from professor Bonney’s Presidential Address to the 
Geological Society of May 1886, p.49. In this he divides geological 
subjects into those of local interest and those independent of locality. 
 
P.3. (55 of Klaatsch’s address to the Congress) This deals with his 
work in the study of human antiquity in his locality.  He describes the 
clasts noted in his local gravels.  The entry, started in red ink, 
continues in black ink and outlines his efforts to understand human 
evolution through the study of geology and stone tools, over his 
working lifetime 
 
P.4 (55 of Klaatsch’s address). The history of his research continues 
with the year 1878 noted as the time after his return from Italy when 
he examined the rocks of the St Gothard Pass from Ariole to 
Geschenen. Extending over a period of two years he examined 
various parts of the eastern alps as well as Ross Shire, Aylesbury and 
other districts in Great Britain. In 1881 his research continued in 
Germany where he examined the Rhine valley and other places. 1883 
saw him return to the St Gothard pass and the following year he 
visited Canada to further his research into the Laurentian and other 
rocks. 
 
P.5. In red ink BH mentions Cunnington’s paper, read at the 
Geological Society, as providing a stimulus to his own examination 
of the higher gravels around Ash, above 700 feet OD where one 
specimen in particular is mentioned as being a Palaeolithic 
implement of note, and quite distinct from any eolithic find from a 
similar level (460 to 500 feet OD).   
 
The Klaatsch history continues in black ink and concludes. He 
mentions his recent efforts to pull together ‘all the odds and ends 
which I had gathered in the course of earlier study…’.  
 
P.6. The entry from the previous page in red ink continues in which 
BH notes his wish to have travelled more widely to other areas (I 
presume he means in Kent and the home counties) which his work 
locally, between the Medway, Thames and Darent, has prevented 
since it took up so much of his spare time. Mentions that his 
endurance locally qualified him to speak with confidence, and 
without egotism, about local geological and archaeological 
phenomena.  
 
More of the extract from Klaatsch. In black ink in which he notes 
regional differences, suggesting that, however conscientious the 
study of that area may be, it cannot be extrapolated thoughtlessly to 
other regions.  
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P.7. Once again BH’s entry is in red ink, outlining his work on the 
‘crest’ of the North Downs, including Crowslands as well as the dry 
valleys. The entry concludes with a reference to Dr Reuth and a visit 
from a young and enthusiastic Oxford student who aske what maxim 
for his life’s work the venerable academic might suggest. Reuth’s 
reply was ‘Always verify your references’.  
 
The Klaatsch entry continues in black ink in which he continues with 
the history of his research. He suggests that even a hasty traverse 
across a district might yield information of the ‘highest value’ and 
cites the Alps and his traverses across them as an example.  The entry 
concludes on the following page (P.57 of his address) 
 
P.8. BH’s entry continues to offer advice to the researcher ‘Our first 
business with everything is neither to praise or blame it but simply to 
understand it’. BH says ‘On this principle I have acted so far as it lay 
in my power and I may be pardoned for quoting the words of the 
Apostle “let every man be fully satisfied in his own word and have a 
reason for the truth that is in him” ’ 
 
P.9. Despite having seemed to conclude on the previous page, 
Klaatsch’s entry continues with an extract from P.115 of his work.  
He notes the errors that confound perception and scientific enquiry, 
suggesting that when attempting to test the evidence, incorrect 
observations and assumptions may distort this process. 
 
P.10. More from BH in red ink in which he cites Hugh Miller’s work 
In the Footpath of the Creator as opposite to what he describes as the 
‘sophistry’ of many that he has encountered during his life-long work 
on human antiquity. Miller’s work speaks of matters of truth and 
ambiguity. The date at the conclusion of this entry is 23rd October 
1905.  
 
The ultimate concluding entry of Klaatsch’s address in which ideas 
of juggling with words and sophistry are discussed as opposed to 
those simply engaged in ‘earnest searches after the truth’. He 
suggests that in order to make progress the meaning of words must 
be made clear and an unflinching, inductive approach to research 
must provide a firm foundation to enquiry.5  
 
P.11. A north/south  geological section drawing of Kent  showing 
various heights in feet OD of the pits and surface finds of eoliths and 
palaeoliths from Terry’s Lodge  to the Thames Valley. The narrative 
below the drawing relates to the fact that BH sent Sir John Evans a 
copy indicating the levels at which various types of stone tool had 
been found. BH saw this as a good way of showing the timescale 

                                                
5 German philosophy at this time was concerned with semantics and 
the precise meaning of words which Klaatsch’s thoughts in this paper 
seem to reflect 
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over which these artefacts had been made. He notes the abraded 
nature of those from lower levels. A discussion about the scratches 
on flints at a lower level, which, it is suggested, could have sustained 
such scratches from a range of natural processes. 
 
P.12. On Sunday November 13th 1904, BH tells us that there was 2 
degrees of frost. He started out at 10.15 going via Dicky May’s farm 
where he paced over much of the ground except the lower east end. 
He notes the absence of Oldbury stone on the west side but, about 
half way through, he saw many blocks of it.  He saw some worked 
Palaeolithic stone tools and also the presence of very bright 
greenstone. The evening was spent sketching ‘the abberrent series’ 
 
P.13. Copy of a letter from Lord Avebury, not dated: ‘… Thanks for 
your letter. Your facts seem strong, but Palaeolithic impts are always 
rare. On the other hand the number of eolithic stones is surprising 
and puzzles me much. I should have answered sooner but have been 
away. I return your note books. Yours truly, Avebury’  
 
P.13. Newspaper clipping about FJ Bennet’s book on roads.  
Another, loose newspaper photograph of a dinosaur from the Natural 
History Museum. Copy of an extract from Tyndall’s Scientific Use of 
the Imagination P.73. He describes a meeting at which there were 
many clergymen, where discussion on the civilization of ancient 
Egypt at the time of Joseph opened the session. 
 
P.14. The exegesis from the previous page continues with the 
introduction of the idea of a world that is older than had been 
previously imagined (to that of the ancient Egyptians). Even then 
there was resistance to the idea, similar to that experienced by 
Tyndall. 
 
A clipping of FJ Bennett’s Our Roads as well as a loose clipping of a 
photograph of a Diplodocus donated to the Natural History Museum 
by Andrew Carnegie. 
 
An unnumbered page in which Tyndale’s thoughts continue on the 
theme of ancient Egypt, Nile valley and its numerous animal remains. 
 
P.15. Tyndall’s excerpt continues. The meeting agreed regarding the 
antiquity of the earth with its infinitely distant past. 
 
P.16. Clipping from a journal about Ancient Kentish Gravestones by 
FJ Bennett. 
 
P.17. Anther clipping about ancient Kentish Gravestones by FJ 
Bennett.  
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March 25th 1905, saw bones from the fissure delivered to BH by G 
Swaisland. The appear to have been found in a vent 50 feet deep and 
10 feet below the other at the rear of Basted. 
 
P.18. Another clipping of an article about Ancient Kentish 
Gravestones by FJ Bennett. 
 
p.19. Clipping continuing the article about Ancient Kentish 
Gravestones.  
 
Sunday March 26th 1905 dawned fine with a west wind. At 9.15 BH 
went to High Field where he searched the east from which a 
Palaeolithic implement had come. He found eoliths and five 
Neolithic scrapers, which he sent to Worthington Smith whose 
birthday it was on the 23rd of March. He also notes the find of five 
Body Stones from Butt field. Two hill implements are also 
mentioned which it seems James Bassett had a hand in finding. Mr 
Gray wrote to inform BH of some probable pre-glacial flints, as 
defined by Mr CA Reid and interpreted as such by a well-known 
writer, thought by BH to be Worthington Smith. 
 
P.20. Sketches of eoliths and palaeoliths. Eoliths from Birch Field 
and High Field, two palaeoliths from Patch Grove south. The 
narrative discusses eoliths that had been accepted by all save Boyd 
Dawkins and Sir John Evans. 
 
P.21. Sunday April 2nd 1905 dawned fine and, taking advantage of 
this, BH headed off to Butt Field where he found an ochreous flake 
and part of an implement. He went on to Larch Hill, Great Meadow 
and from there on to Wilderness east and ?... Mead which joined the 
Shode. He closely examined the upper hop garden where there was a 
lot of ochreous flint in which he found four eoliths. At Dicky May’s 
he found an ochreous flake before returning home by 1 o’clock. 
Patten visited at 4pm and stayed till 6.30. They had a good chat. The 
find of a ‘huge pal’ by Patten is mentioned.  
 
A newspaper clipping from the Yorkshire Daily Observer, dated 
April 3rd 1905 in which flint-hurling aboriginals is discussed. BH and 
his eoliths get a mention, which explains the inclusion of the article.  
 
P.22. The dull day that Sunday April 9th 1905 turned out to be saw 
BH set off for Fane Hill where fortune did not favour him. He found 
no pals though he notes evidence of chert drift. Mrs East seems to 
have accompanied him, and others, on this expedition.  
 
The following Sunday, the 16th BH set off to Gamly’s hop garden 
where he found some eoliths.  
 
On Good Friday, 21st April BH met Kennard, Mist and Bennett and 
they went to Court Lodge in the afternoon and around 2 they made 
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their way to the wilderness…’ with Mr Miller returning via Boro’ 
Green. BH says they found many eoliths.  
 
An entry, not in BH’s hand, attached to the page about science and 
the pursuit of truth. 
 
P.23 Easter Sunday, a cold but bright day saw BH take advantage of 
the good weather to get out and about, this time to High Field, via 
Mill Lane. He found some eoliths in High Field.  
 
The following day he entertained a party from Forest Hill, London. 
The weather continued cold and bright with an east wind.  
 
BH spent Sunday April 30th working and arranging his material. A 
week later, on Sunday May 8th the weather was hot and cloudless and 
BH set off at 10 to go to Jo Watkins where he found Neolithic stone 
tools above the footpath by the house. They consisted of flakes and 
pieces of pottery as well as ‘pot-boilers’. He spent ‘twenty minutes 
with the poor bedraggled old friend’ before setting off for home via 
Clay Gate and Basted bottom where he noted the presence of some 
gault-stained flint near Batt’s house.  
 
Copy of a letter from CH Read to FJ Bennett: ‘I am quite ready to 
believe that the ambiguous report of the British Association was 
intended by Mr Harrison to mean what he says it means. But I still 
repeat that in a matter of importance he did not take more pains to 
make it clear. I feel certain that some members of the committee of 
which he was secretary of which the report was prepared did not read 
the report in the same way as Mr Harrison… An autographed letter’. 
 
P.24. Sunday May 14th 1905. The weather was cold with an east wind 
but BH undeterred, set off for Mill’s garden to see the conditions in 
the low level gravels there. He was rewarded with the find of a 
Palaeolithic stone tool. He continued on to Blundens Knoll where he 
inspected the cutting made for Crawson’s new house. It was a deep 
hole about 18 to 20 feet where he noted about 2 ½ to 3 feet of drift 
made up principally of Oldbury stone. From there he went on to 
Crown Point where he had a long chat with N…s about some 
disputed paths near Styants Bottom. N… told him about documents 
produced showing that Mr James sold 3-500 acres or more in 1633 or 
1763 to Sir R (H according to Edward Harrison) Vane of Fairlawn, 
that is to say, that area then known as Fish Pond. Home for the 
evening.  
 
BH spent Sunday May 21st gardening to nearly 1 o’clock when 
Larkby, passing by, stopped for a long chat. He and BH went to 
Boro’ Green where they discovered many finds in situ. Larkby was 
very interested. BH describes it as ‘a grand day’. He was home at 6.  
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Sunday May 28th 1905 was a ‘Red letter day’. The temperature was 
78 degrees F and the sky was cloudless. BH took the 09.40 train to 
Swanley, spending a few moments on the cap drift where he found 
two eoliths in situ. From there he went to Wilmington and to Mr 
Newtons, eying the gravels as he walked. He mentions Telegraph 
Hill and Holly Hill that could be seen ‘just peeping over Plain’. 
Small line drawing of last sentence.  
 
P.25. He reached the Newton’s at 12.15 and was met with a 
revelation Newton showed BH his figure stones and allowed him to 
carefully examine them with a lens. BH says he could not but be 
impressed after seeing the contents of ‘drawer after drawer of his 
cabinets revealed new wonders – fish-like animals – reptiles – etc: 
etc: The fish especially noticeable, thus a series of fish forms that 
would naturally cause any one picking up such a flint to say “how 
like a fish”. Then to find in each specimen a small flake exactly 
where the eye should be and in many a stone a small flake round 
from underside to form a mouth and flakes round to make a tail more 
pronounced.’  Beneath the narrative BH has drawn four fish to 
illustrate this. He goes on to observe how like dogs, bears and whales 
some of them were. Below this are more sketches, this time 
resembling human faces. BH and Newton took the opportunity to 
visit Newton’s pit, that BH describes as being ‘most romantically 
situated’ via a ‘devious’ path in as secluded spot as one might ever 
dream of being in. Below this is another sketch of what appears to be 
the pit and which resembles an oblong grave, ‘a perfect 
parallelogram within 20 feet of gravel’. The 50 foot terrace, the site 
where a skull was found, is marked by a cross. BH notes the small 
cranial capacity of the vault of the skull, about the same as the Galley 
Hill specimen. Sketch of Holly Hill and Galley Hill to show their 
proximity. 
 
P.26. The entry from the previous page continues with discussion 
about skulls. The Galley Hill skull is said to have been found 8 feet 
deep in a Stalisfield garden, the finding and removal from the ground 
was noted and photographed. BH tells us that he returned from 
Victoria at 4.45 via Farningham to Porto Bello (a pub). The day is 
described as having been important since it marked the 40th 
anniversary of BH’s introduction to the ochreous flint beds in Ash, in 
red ink in brackets ‘(May 22nd Grahams Farm) -. This was where Mrs 
Rogers drew my attention and asked causes of the red flint patches. 
Finally Mr. Newton drove me to Oaklands foot path and I fairly 
revelled in my new finds? [at] Terrys Lodge to north east and south. 
Got home at 8. As to Mr. Newton’s relics of Roman ware, pins, 
fibulas, arrow heads, … relics from Per…, Egypt – flint implements 
from near the tombs of the Kings, Saxon drinking cups – Norman 
jugs (of which there is a small sketch) Celtic vases – Headman’s axe 
from just outside town. Curious digging ?... (of which a sketch) Iron 
and wood, pictures , Phil map, Mugs whistles by  ?... ?... Victorian 
postmen, painted panels of ?... upstairs – his daughters (alas! Gone 
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before) represented by Lily’s – (Lily by name). Birds nests in May 
tree but parading the whole place was his figure stones – the garden 
showing larger, animal-like forms – the summer house full, the 
rooms downstairs containing hundreds all bearing some evidence of 
being turned by man 
 
P.27. The entry from the previous page continues: ‘I must not forget 
the colourful specimens of iridescent glass, tear bottles p…? vessels’. 
Sketches demonstrating items mentioned during the course of this 
entry and a little clarification of the characteristics of three pins. 
 
P.28. The entry from the previous page continues with another sketch 
of a cup, described in the narrative. BH goes on to say: ‘If the term 
may be permitted Mr Newton has a Palaeolithic Valhalla. At first his 
attention drawn to it by a chance animal-like figure stone found by 
the postman who in odd hours caused to keep his garden in order. He 
was so impressed he visited pit and found more – then he arranged 
for a consideration that the four men employed might seek for them. 
Later on owing to the slow sale the proprietor discharged men. Mr. 
Newton therefore arranged to employ a man solely to dig and 
examine and paid him 25/- per week the owner having the stone. This 
has been continued for three years and has cost £300. But though 
costly has established his case. 
 
P.29. A note on the interesting particulars of the use of Body Stones 
in Africa. The information is offered by an ex-soldier, one Charles 
Piper, who had spent time in Africa during the Boer War, much of 
the narrative is non-body-stone, anecdotal information though there 
is a brief mention of what the natives did to their skin with certain 
stones. Some of this activity took place communally and whilst 
standing in water.  
 
P.28. (yes, another P.28 following P.29) Continues from the previous 
page about body-stone-like artefacts used in Africa.  Chanting, or 
bellowing, was part of this ritual. The body rubbing is said to be part 
of the native Africans ‘varnishing their bodies against particular 
insects and from their liking to see their skins highly polished…’ The 
informant goes on to talk about the way in which the Africans treat 
their hair, and there is an illustration of the results of this. BH 
provided a letter for this informant to Mr L…, Foreman of the Basted 
paper mills. The soldier returned later asking directions to the 
Chapel. He had been taken by Percy Vennell to Mrs L’s for bed and 
breakfast. The soldier was happy with this arrangement for the time 
being as a bed was what he most desired. 
 
P.29. (again!) A copy of a letter from Henry Balfour, from the Pitt 
Rivers Museum, Oxford, dated 6th June ?1895: ‘ … Very many 
thanks for your letter. I am much interested to hear of the flints in ?... 
form. I have always held that art must have begun with simple 
improvements upon natural forms, whether to enhance some and 
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accidental resemblance to an animal or other object, or to improve 
upon some striking effect say in the grain of wood. Nature is almost 
all the world over value stones which bear a natural or accidental 
resemblance to animals and are apt to presume them as having ?... 
attributes. They will sometimes touch them up a little to insert an eye 
or mouth, so on, but the magic lies in the resemblances afforded by 
the natural object. I should much like someday to see your flints as 
also those of Mr Newton. I sincerely hope that I may have an 
opportunity but I have to lead a busy life and cannot be sure of time 
to myself. I am going to South Africa with the British Association 
this summer. I should like also to see the pals to which you refer 
when I get down to Kent. I am so glad that you continue your 
interesting researches and wish you all good luck and health. 
Thinking of you again. Yours truly, Henry Balfour’. 
 
P.30. Sunday June 4th 1905. The day was overcast and thunder 
seemed imminent with a shift of the wind to the east in the evening. 
The following morning it rained and continued, almost without 
respite for the next six days. A further shift in the wind was followed 
by thunderstorms. The week was notable for its complete lack of 
work. Larkby en route to Boro’ Green having been at Percy Martin’s 
the previous night.  
 
On June 7th 1905 Jenkins received his annual pension of £40, from 
the Royal Agricultural Society.  
 
A leap back in time to Whit Sunday and Monday 1905 which BH 
describes as ‘in every respect disappointing’, which judgement 
appears to be based on the fact that it rained. BH notes that a fall in 
the mercury (of the barometer) presaged torrential rain in the 
evening. No walking, apart from a stroll to Stanley’s hop garden, was 
possible in such wet conditions, much to BH’s disappointment. He 
notes however that he picked up a flake whilst strolling! 
 
P.31. Sunday 18th June 1905 was close and very hot. The London and 
Middlesex Archaeological Society arrived at 2.30, though they 
should have started for the Mote by that time. BH arranged his 
collection in the shop and Museum, though lack of time did not 
permit justice to be done as Mr Welch ‘called time’. This BH thought 
made the endeavour ‘a waste of time’.  
 
There is mention of Roosevelt having recently quitted owing to 
having bitten off more than he could chew. [BH’s writing is not very 
clear here so this reference to Roosevelt could be wrong]. A list of 
places follows, probably where the group was taken before their 
departure by train from Sevenoaks. In red ink: ‘Dibley called at 
5.30’.  
 
Sunday 18th June 1905 was fine and saw BH walk via Vennel’s upper 
plantation where he noted a preponderance of ironstone. Part of the 



 26 

plantation below the chapel had both ironstone and Oldbury stone. 
He notes the possible profit there might be in processing the 
ironstone and resolved to go there again. The evening saw him out 
again, this time to Bay Shaw where he found nothing. No one called 
and the day was peaceful. Mrs Harrison is noted to be in good form. 
 
P.52. (he has jumped from 31 to 52) A clipping about Pantoums  
[‘Pantun’ a Malay form of verse,]6 and a copy of one such composed 
by Ethel Talbot, who was awarded £2 for her efforts.  
 
Another clipping, from The Times of 21st March 1905 about the 
Cooke-Daniels ethnographic research expedition to New Guinea. The 
presence of stone chippings in one spot was taken as evidence of 
stone working over many generations. 
 
P. 53. Friday March 24th 1905. A ‘Beautiful day’ Short visited BH 
from 10.30 for an hour. They had half and hour at High Field where 
he found the butt end of a white ovate, which he sketched below the 
narrative.  
 
Friday March 26th sketched. BH says ‘shut up from 10.30 -11.30 as I 
did not feel very well’ (by which I think he means he shut up the 
shop). He had half an hour in High Field alongside Ward and Isles. 
There he found the butt end of a white ovate palaeolith. This is 
roughly sketched.  
 
Copy of a letter from FJ Bennett to CAR, not dated:  
 

I have said that I am quite unaware simply because they never 
accepted that the evidence against is based on facts they have 
only to ask those men who search the pits what they have to 
say and also you and I. The evidence for us is two fold.1st the 
British Association report written by you and to ask you if you 
meant to say and that you would say no [even accepting error 
in transcription, this does not make a lot of sense] 2nd The 
labels at South Kensington but as these don’t state that the 
specimens in question were found in the pit they must be 
surface specimens and that these per se have not value at all. 
The evidence also for this occurrence is tainted by the desire 
that they should occur and that their 

 
P.54. Continued from the previous page:  
 

collection seems to support this so that the one is based on facts 
in the face of which the other is baseless. Professor Jones says 
after congratulating me on my clever suggestions and scientific 
treatment of the ?... ?... says “Still more warmly do I offer you 
congratulations on the proving that pigmy tools of Acton are 

                                                
6 As noted by RF Ellen 
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clearly Palaeolithic in age – and in your helping my friend 
?R… to rightful conclusions on the  stone tools of his district. 
Don’t you think the facts seen at the Acton pit you visited are 
worthy of a good XXX in the Geological Magazine . Your 
observations appear to me to be definitely conclusive of these 
tools being older than the Boulder Clay, unless some of the 
Boulder Clay is of a very much later date than the rest (of the) 
stone tool(s). Must keep them relatively high antiquity.  

 
Newspaper clipping from some time in 1905, entitled ‘Young Poets 
Desire to Die’ A young man from Essex was charged at Chelmsford 
from overdosing on Laudanum with the intent of committing suicide. 
 
P.55. Copy of part of ‘An Outline of the History of Eolithic Flint 
Implements’ below which is a line ‘Nature Notes March 1905’. Of 
course the extract contains a mention of BH’s expertise in this field.  
 
Two newspaper obituaries for Sir Mark Collet, of the St. Clere estate, 
whose death occurred on the 26th April 1905. 
 
P.56. Newspaper clippings: one details the civil list pensions 
announced 22nd June 1905. The second covers the visit of the London 
and Middlesex Society to Ightham. The party was led by FJ Bennett 
and, before their departure, made the ‘matter of course’ visit to BH . 
 
This concludes Volume 22 of the Benjamin Harrison archive held at 
the Maistone Museum. 
 
 
Angela Muthana, 16 December 2015 
                                                                                                                         


