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[This volume, not definitively dated by BH, was probably compiled around 1900, as 
indicated by the date of an entry on page 21 (in red pencil). Many of the entries are, 
like those from the previous two volumes, extracts from academic works, though 
there are some daily diary entries, which date mostly to the 1870s. BH starts p. 1 with 
an alphabetic index of entries and the pages on which they may be found. The 
difficulty is that there are two sets of numbers, those in red pencil and those in blue 
ink. The latter start at p. 26 of the red pencil entries. Throughout the transcription both 
page numbers will be recorded. Unlike most other volumes, pagination does not start 
anew from the end of the work.] 
  
  
Inside, unnumbered, cover a black and white copy of a painting of Hetty Sorrel  by 
Collier.1 Opposite is a parcel-post label with BH’s name, no address, merely 
‘Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent’. The sender is Mrs Lyell.2 Below is a cutting of a 
photograph of St George’s Chapel, Windsor and below that a quote from the work of 
George Eliot, re: character, taken from Pall Mall Magazine. 
 
P.1. On a marbled page a facsimile of a stained glass window in which a female 
figure holds a sphere. Behind her head ‘Sphaere Imagination’, below a poem 
‘Another Terc-ish Atrocity’  re: the use by an Austrian, Dr Tere, of bee venom for 
‘rheumatiz’. Also a newspaper cutting about the class of passengers on a bus. 
 
A list of ‘A’ entries: 

! Antiquity of Man (Owen) next to last page 
! Amber trade 23 
! Antiquity of Man (Draper) 34 
! Arnold, Sir Edwin, Whispering Winds 
! Andrew Lang 110 
! Architects Society excursion 1890s 110 
! Amhurst, Sir Jeffrey 18 

 
A cutting of the christening of Mr Collyer-Fergusson at St George’s Church, Hanover 
Square, which was attended by one of the child’s sponsors, Princess Christian. 
 

                                                
1 John Maler Collier (1850-1934) was a respected 19th century artist who followed 
Pre-Raphaelite traditions. He married twice, both wives being daughters of Thomas 
Henry Huxley. He painted the portraits of many of the most important and influential 
people of the day which included those of his father-in-law and Lord Avebury. 
2 BH was given some books by the sister of Sir Charles Lyell. This is recorded in 
detail in Volume 5 
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Below this is a tracing of a map of part of Oldbury village and Hill.  
 
P.2. Paper clipping of a poem entitled Mrs Brown with a picture of said person. 
Adjacent in BH’s handwriting another poem entitled Mr Sala’s  Lament, dated 
October 9th 1890. Below this, a picture from a newspaper or journal, of the late Rev 
JG Wood, the naturalist.. 
 
[‘B’] 
 

! Britain described by Pytheas 26 
! Bronze Age Skertchley 12 
! Brixham Cave 56 Mode of Explanation 
! Blackmore, East Dean 115 (in small book 17) 
! Boulger 33 on Museums 
! Blizzard 1891-111 
! Bird, Reginald 81 
! Ball, Sir Robert on Cause of an Ice Age 80, 82 
! British Association, Cardiff 1891. Report Oldbury 80 
! Benstead and Lyell 86 
! British Association. Prepalaeolithic Letter K 

 
A Carlyle quote: ‘If you would be known and not know, vegetate in a village. 
If you would know and not be known, live in a city.’  
 
Paper clipping entitled, Archdeacon Farrar on Dr. Brooks. 
 
P.3. Paper clippings, which include one from Excelsior and another poem with a 
Chinese theme. There follows another poem entitled ‘A New Comic Song’, below 
which is yet another poem entitled ‘A Hobby to Ride.’ 
 
‘C’.  

! Coins, British 27 
! Corn dressing 1703,  27 
! Coal in Kent 60,61,62,67 
! Cherty rock from Exedown (Hinde on) 64 
! Coal. Topley lecture about 68 
! Search Committee 65 
! Chalk and Flint Mantell 70 
! Crown Point and Mantrical 18 

 
Two paper clippings: First about Palaeolithic discoveries in France, near Mentone 3 
large skeletons found. Second: a letter to the editor of the Daily News entitled 
‘Repartees.’ 
 
P.4. Newspaper article about the actor and practical joker Sothern, dated May 1891. 
An article about A.D Pougher, a cricketer. Below this, a portrait of Professor of 
Geology, Rupert Jones. To the left of the Rupert Jones picture, an obituary re: John 
Cozens Kent ‘the good surgeon of Wrotham’. 
 
 ‘D’. 
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! Dene holes and pits for storing corn 26 
! Draper Antiquity of Man 34 
! Diary, copy from 93 
! Divine word 117 
! Darent. Prestwich on origin 74. 
! ?Decomposed pebbles 83 

 
Three letters from an unidentified newspaper, all on the theme of repartees. 
 
Two letters from The Pall Mall Gazette on the works of Lord Sherbrook. 
 
Unnumbered page. Sketch of part of ?Ightham church, below which is an account of 
the income and expenditure of the church as recorded in the Ightham Parish 
Magazine. 
 
P.5. Quote from Mark Twain in which he notes that he cares not for fiction or story 
books, preferring to read factual accounts and statistics. 
 
 ‘E’ 

! Eocene period 1 
! Elms, Beech 9 
! English history, origins of 22 
! Excursions 92 
! Excursions with Professor Prestwich, Fawkham, & West Yoke, Halstead, 

Norstead  57 
 
Quote from a ?cartoon by Leech. 
 
P.6. One of the collected poems of Father Ryan, believed to be the favourite of the 
late Sir John MacDonald, entitled ‘Rest’. 
 
‘F’  

! Fords 6 
! Fawkham and West Yoke 57 
! Flints, Mantell 70 
! Fisher on Trail 84 

 
An entry noting the work of Sir Daniel Wilson on right- and left-handedness, 
published by MacMillan and company in the Nature series of 1892. [OKAY?] 
 
Dr Lyman Abbott’s definition of conservatism and radicalism. 
 
P.7. Picture entitled ‘Hoeing Tea’. 
 
 ‘G’  

! Gravel (Thames) 8 
! Gladstone and Disraeli (Owen) 10 
! Geologists Association 120 

 
Sketch of what appears to be a flint scraper.  
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Paper clipping of the poem ‘Cry of the Children’. 
 
P.8. A letter to the editor of the Pall Mall Gazette, re Prideaux Selby entitled ‘The 
Relics of a Naturalist’. 
 
‘H’ 

! Hyperboreans 23 
! Huxley’s reply to BP of Oxford 14 
! Hinde on cherty rock 64 
! Hucking’s glass bridge 72 

 
Continuation of letter from previous page on Prideaux Selby. 
 
P.9. A newspaper or journal clipping entitled ‘Children in Books’.  
 
‘I’ 

! ‘Ictis’ 29 
! Isle of Thanet 29 
! Insight, poem 116 
! ‘Is life worth living?’ 120 

 
In red ink, an entry, which starts ‘Porridge is a good horse food…’. 
 
P.10.  A poem entitled ‘The Misogynists Version’.  
 
‘J’.  
 
Newspaper articles re sale or auction of porcelain and other items arranged by Messrs 
Day and Sons at Tunbridge [Tonbridge?]. In red in BH’s hand, ‘Sale of Wrotham 
Ware, Stannings sale March 1892’.  
 
P.11. ‘British Association Edinburgh 1892’ from the Scotsman, two articles from the 
Daily Chronicle and a Times report all removed from the page. 
 
 ‘K’.  

! Killed at the Ford 119 
 
A copy of a portrait of Sir Archibald Geikie, then President of the British Association. 
 
 
P.12. Newspaper obituary re: The late Richard Lewis Nettleship, by a Balliol 
contemporary 
 
 ‘L’ 

! Lubbock 59 
! Lang 60 
! Lenham Beds, age deposits 78 
! Lyell and Benstead 86 
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P.13. L original letter from Mr J.E. Rudd dated 6th August 1888. The address is: The 
Rectory, Louth, Lincolnshire. Difficult to read but appears to be about the use of an 
implement with which to read the weather. 
 
‘M’. 

! Miocene and Pliocene 3 
! Mictis 28 
! Methiglin 26 
! Meteorology and weather 114 
! Morants Court Hall 56 
! Mantell on chalk 70 

 
P.14  
‘N’ 

! Newman, Cardinal 113 
 
Below this is a picture of Mr A Gamel of Copenhagen and an article entitled ‘The 
Nansen Greenland Expedition’. 
 
A print of a drawing of the members of the Nansen Greenland expedition. 
 
P.15. Newspaper clipping detailing the proceedings of the anthropology section of the 
British Association meeting at Cardiff. The President, Professor Max Muller, gave the 
President’s address. This concerned the advancement of the study of man and the 
various classifications, such as teeth, eye colour, teeth and skin. The most obvious 
distinction was deemed to be skin colour but head shape, which was said to 
correspond to the ‘general features of human character’. Language groups too were 
considered to be an important topic in anthropology. Dr Hughes proposed the vote of 
thanks seconded by EB Tylor. 
 
‘O’ 

! Owen, Sir Richard on Pale[olithic] Man, next to last page 
! On the Old Old question 
! Oldbury Hill report 20 
! A Poem ‘The O’ 

 
P.16. Three newspaper clippings one of which has been removed. The first is entitled 
‘Interviewing a Duchess’ (of Marlborough). The content revolves around ‘English 
girls’ and how they preserve their looks. The secret appears to be their capacity for 
walking long distances! [which is why the article must have caught BH’s eye and why 
he thought it worth preserving]. 
 
The second has been removed. 
 
The third clipping, by Verax is about Professor Seeley and his theory about 
civilizations or populations, which he proposes were governed or guided by geology. 
The connection is made between the life of our most ancient ancestors and those 
currently living in the area of the Thames gravels; how health was affected by the 
gravel soil and the general properties of such a geological formation. 
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‘P’  
! Pytheas 23 
! Phoenician Captains’ ladies 25 
! Parts and markets 22 
! Phoenicians, biblical references to 22 
! Permutations and Combinations 115 
! ?Payne on History revealed by pick and spade 33 
! Phonetic Charade 58 
! Prestwich on origin of Darent 
! Prestwich on Wealden elevation 
! Pebbles decomposed 83 Terry’s Lodge crust 

 
Poem about time, and his ‘relentless scythe…’ 
 
P.17. Newspaper clipping entitled ‘A sudden increase in velocity’. It is written by ‘an 
observer’ and deals with the non-appearance of the eagerly awaited Manipur papers.  
 
‘R’ 
 

! Rural homecoming 
! Rotqqdk, on rude implements. [BH’s way of disguising names by transposing 

letters. In this case it is Mr Spurrell to whom he refers. 
 

P.18. A newspaper clipping detailing a meeting of the Geological Section [of the 
British Association]. Not dated and the venue given as Charles Street. [? Cardiff]. The 
focus is upon local geology and Professor Rupert Jones, of whom there is a sketch, 
presides and also talks about the Welsh coal measures. Among the distinguished 
audience were Professors E Bull, Boyd Dawkins, Mr Whittaker and Mr. H.Hicks. 
 
 ‘S’ 

! Sarsen Stones 2 
! Sites and populations 6 
! Supply of water 6 
! Stonehenge referred to 27 
! Stone edge extracted from 57 
! Spencer, Herbert 66 
! Society Architects 110 
! Spurrell 19 
! Sam Slicks Wise ?...  109 also letter of index 
! Smith, Worthington, on scraping tools 20 
! Spurrell letters on JP’s anthro[pological] paper 45a and 21 

 
P.19. A rather obtuse few lines about Mrs D[ugdale] and her characteristics, that are 
compared to seasoned timber. 
 
There follows an entry entitled ‘In Memoriam’ [a spoof version of Tennyson’s work 
of that name] 
  
‘T’ 

! Tertiary period 1-5 
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! Thanet sands 3 
! Thames gravels 8 
! Tin route 32 
! Tobacco (Divine word) 117 
! Tertiary upheavals. Vestiges of creation 72 
! Tyndale on use of the imagination 53 
! Tertiary beds Terry’s Lodge 
! Trail. Fisher 84 

 
Another poem entitled Maude Muller.3 
 
P.20 ‘U’. A page taken from Punch, or the London Charivari and entitled ‘Mr 
Punch’s Jubilee Pageant’. Dated, July 18 1891. 
 
P.21. A clipping of a photograph of Robert Browning. Below is a clipping of an 
extract from the Oxford sermon, preached in 1891 by Mr Haweis, which, because it 
suggests that the Bible may not be infallible, gave offence to some. 
 
 ‘V’ 

! Valleys 7 
! Whispering winds 49 
! Vigo 76, 77 
! Wallace on Spiritualism 108 

 
There is a date in the upper right corner of the page, September 15th 1900. 
 
The poem ‘Maud Muller’, continues. 
 
P.22. ‘Maud Muller’ concludes. Copies of portraits of ten famous people, mostly 
writers, including one woman, Lady Butler. 
 
An extract entitled ‘Our Mother’s league’, taken from p 37 of ‘Sam Slick’. 
 
Another quotation, this time from p1 of Thomas Hardy’s The Woodlanders. 
 
Yet another quotation, this time from p 117 of A Solitary House, which continues 
overleaf. 
 
 
P.24.  
 
‘W’  

! Weather 114 
! Wilson, Daniel (Right hand and Left hand) 102, 82 

 

                                                
3 By John Greenleaf Whittier,1807-1892, one of the so-called ‘Fireside Poets’, among 
whom were numbered some whose work was beloved of BH: OW Holmes Sr and 
HW Longfellow. 
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Original letter dated October 7th 1883 and signed ‘Charlie’. Informal in tone it opens 
‘Dear Ben’ and goes on to discuss certain fossils that have been found on his estate, 
three examples of which are drawn. [Though this letter is earnest in tone, the putative 
fossils give the distinct impression of a ‘leg-pull’ as they are so outlandish and 
improbable]. 
 
P.25. Maxims and Wise laws, by Sam Slick.4 Concludes on p 26. 
 
P.26. Extracts from Phillips Geology of the Thames Basin and starting at the Eocene 
period. It concludes, having described later geological periods, on p 34.   
 
From page 26 (in red pencil), the numbering in black ink, and later in black pencil 
starts. This concludes on p 123, or on 143 using the red pencil sequence. The black 
ink/pencil sequence is placed hereafter in brackets directly following the red pencil 
page number. 
 
P.26. (1). From here to p 34 consists of extracts from Phillips Geology of the Thames 
Basin. It starts with details of the Eocene and the Thames basin which was carved 
from sediments deposited in the Cainozoic period. 
 
P.27. (2) The highest point of land occupied by Cainozoic strata is noted to that on the 
Chiltern Hills as is their marine origin. There is no evidence of strata from the 
Miocene or Pliocene. There was a long interval between these deposits and those 
glacial deposits of the later Pleistocene. 
 
Sarsen stones and the puddingstones of Staffordshire are mentioned. That they are 
found in sands of great thickness, and often under a mottled clay, is noted. The other 
name of this type of rock ‘greyweathers’ is noted. The fact that they are found on and 
around the chalk downs and not in sand is explained by the fact that the loose sands 
have long since been washed away. 
 
P.28. (3)Professor Prestwich is credited with suggesting that Sarsen stones belong to 
the  Eolcene series of Woolwich and Reading beds whist Mr Whittaker ascribes them 
to the Bagshot sands. 
 
The Thanet sands are noted as extending westward to Reading. The presence of flints 
of various sizes is noted with some, for example those seen in Blackheath, consisting 
mostly of small pebbles, are abundant and often loose like those seen on a sea beach. 
 
The question as to the origin of such flint-bearing strata is considered. The shells and 
flint as said to be ‘the gift of the neighbouring chalk, especially the upper chalk’ 
whilst the clays and sands are ascribed to the ‘earlier Cretaceous, oolitic and Liassic 
ages’ 
P.29. (4) The Wealden anticline of Kent and Sussex is discussed in relation to these 
deposits which flowed northwards and were later deposited in the course of such 

                                                
4 This extract was taken from The Sayings and Doings of Sam Slick of Slicksville by 
Thomas Chandler Haliburton, a Canadian who started publishing a column in the 
Novascotion, under this title in 1835.  
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movement in a mild climate. It is suggested that such drainage patterns may also 
apply to the land north of the Thames. 
 
P.30. (5) The Woolwich beds are the product of shallow water and varying streams 
with mottled deposits being found most frequently on the west whilst laminated shell 
beds occur more frequently in the east. Shore action may account for some of the 
characteristics of the pebble deposits. 
 
London clay deposits of the other hand were formed under a different set of 
conditions and account for the uniformity of such. These were probably formed in 
deep and tranquil waters. Later deposits of Hampstead sand. 
 
P.31. (6) There follows an entry of fords and streams with an explanation of word 
origins.  
 
Sites of population and their association with a water supply is discussed. 
 
P.32. (7) The entry on water supply concludes and the topic of valley formation is 
discussed.  
 
P.33. (8) Streams and rivers in relation to valleys continues and some consideration is 
given to how and when the gravels associated with such waterways might have been 
deposited. 
 
P.34. (9) Wasted uplands and their characteristics is discussed. This entry concludes 
with a paragraph about elm and beech trees. 
 
P.35. (10) An entry, taken from the Pall Mall Magazine, November 7th 1889 and 
entitled ‘The difference between Gladstone and Disraeli’. It discusses the separation 
of the British Museum from the institution later known as The Natural History 
Museum. Sir Richard Owen is the person being interviewed for his views on many 
topics. He says, among other things, that he does not believe Genesis gives a true 
history of creation, though he recognises the importance of biblical teaching. 
Concludes on p 36. 
 
P.36. (11) A cartoon involving the Quintain at the village of Offham with a small 
paper clipping below. 
 
An entry about the Cornish tin route and Pilgrim’s Way taken from the papers lent by 
Chas Elton Eyre.  
 
A copy of the President of the Somerset Arch[aeological] and Natural History 
Society’s address of 1882. This states that foreign commerce appears to have begun 
before the arrival of the Roman Legionaries and continues about Bronze Age people’s 
dispersal to the Baltic where they enslaved the natives. Suggests that the tin in 
Cornwall had not been discovered but that there were plentiful supplies in the Urals 
and Altai ranges, and suggests that it was from these places that Bronze Age tribes 
originated.  
 
P.37. (12) There follows a verbatim account of Mr Elton’s address to the society. 
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An account of the Bronze Age according to Mr Skertchley, which involves a 
discussion of the places in which evidence of this culture existed. Discusses the 
discovery of calcined bones in tumuli and the practice of cremation at this time. 
Predominant skull shape associated with Bronze Age people is discussed following 
which there is a comparison between Neolithic and Iron Age mortuary practices. It is 
concluded that ‘two races’ existed. The people of the Bronze Age were thought to be 
‘in all respects… the well-known Keltic type’ and it was inferred that they were of 
‘fair, blue eyed and yellow haired’ appearance. 
 
P.38. (13) The entry from the previous page continues and the conclusion is that the 
Bronze Age dates from 3000-4000 years and the [New] Stone Age from 5000 to 7000 
years. 
 
P.39. (14) An extract from Sir Charles Lyell’s biography, page 335, volume 2 in 
which there is an account of Huxley’s reply to the Bishop of Oxford who asked if 
Huxley was related on his grandfather’s of his grandmother’s side to an ape. This is 
an account of Huxley’s defence of Darwin’s work in which he demolished the 
Bishop’s arguments.  
 
An entry entitled MacCauley in which Edward Romilley says that he never heard 
MacCauley say anything humorous. This subject metamorphoses into the more 
favoured topic of ancient flint implements where Macaulay’s opinion, that these 
implements had got into the drift accidentally and were not contemporaneous with the 
extinct mammal remains with which they were often found, is cited. 
 
An entry from 1860, in which Lyell, cited once more says that he has been very busy 
with the evidence afforded by the flint implements fund in the drift of the valley of 
the Somme at Amiens and Abbeville and more recently in the valley of the Seine at 
Paris which, he suggests, proved the antiquity of man. He believed that this showed 
the human race went back to the time of the mammoth and Siberian rhinoceros, and 
many other extinct mammals. At such times, he concludes, physical geography was 
different and England was joined to France 1869, p 34. 
 
P.40. (15) An entry on [the chemist] Bunsen in which his contention of a date of some 
10,000 years BC for Noah’s flood would have astonished some of the orthodox in 
Boston. 
 
This reminds the writer of Max Muller’s essay on comparative mythology in his 
‘Oxford Essays’ for 1856. The writer considered the philological part of this work to 
be excellent. He goes on to consider the argument for an aboriginal language, which 
he refers to as being called ‘Arian’ and suggests that it must go a long way back 
before groups branched off to form ancient nations. 
 
He finds Bunsen’s testimony that there was no tradition of the Arian deluge in 
Egyptian history and mythology as ‘striking’. 
 
The relation of man to the close of the glacial period is a point on which the writer 
had not yet made up his mind, but suspected that the beds in France may have begun 
before the northern drift of England was finished. The late discoveries of Herne Bay 
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and Reculver convinced him that there was human habitation in England at a time 
when the Thames was a tributary of the Rhine. Dated 1861, page number 345. 
 
Quote from Lyell’s letter to his nephew, aged 10. He explains how Ancylus was so 
widely disseminated in bodies of water as a result of its habit of adhering to Elytra, a 
species of beetle which was able to fly at night from ‘pond to pond’. 
 
An account of a meeting in 1861 at the Philosophical Club where Tyndall gave an 
account of an attempt he had made to measure the heat of the Moon’s beams by an 
instrument on the roof of the Royal Institution. When he found a clear sky he turned 
the instrument to the moon and it produced a chill.  Others had found heat but he 
found cold which, he supposed, was due to the watery vapour in the air, acted on by 
the heat of the moon. Grove and Miller discussed it but were unable to develop a 
theory of explanation. Sharpey claimed that he was owed their thanks for his 
contribution to this discovery, although his own expectation of such had been 
‘quenched in the chaste beams of the watery moon’. This brought the meeting to a 
successful conclusion. The entry continues on p.41. 
 
P.41. (16) Two pieces, one on entomology (moths and the fact that many cross the 
expanse of water which separates Britain from the continent), and the second on an 
article by Bishop Colenso on the Pentateuch, which sold 10,000 copies on the first 
day of publication. Lyell considers it ‘a delinquent publication’ though he agrees with 
the contention that the strictness of the ordination vow was deterring men from 
entering the ministry of the church. 
 
A further extract from Lyell’s work on the origin of species and Darwin’s work, 
which, he says cost him a struggle in the renouncement of his old creed. 
 
The following extract deals with the extinct mammalian megafauna and Cyrena 
fluminalis found with a flint core from which, he speculates, knives may have been 
struck. It continues overleaf. 
 
P.42. (17) He asks if John Evans might consider that certain prismatic flints, found in 
the elephant bed of Icklingham, natural or artificially produced. 
 
Two extracts from pp 102 and 134, one re Dr King, a medical practitioner turned 
amateur geologist, and the second re Hugh Miller who wrote First Impressions of 
England and its People. 
 
From p 147 of Lyell’s work, the next entry deals with sharks teeth from Malta and 
details how some of these large teeth from the Miocene were shown to Joseph Hooker 
who was told that they were the teeth of St Paul. 
 
There follows a short account of Dr Whateley’s explanation of the social reticence of 
Englishmen and their system of social class. 
 
An entry re the geological beliefs and concerns of Messrs Lyndhurst and Braugham. 
Continues overleaf where it is dated at the bottom of the page, 1859. 
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P.43. (18) Rogers repeats a quote from the work of Seneca about the philosophy of 
progress. It is extracted from Volume 2, p 33. 
 
A newspaper clipping about Lord Jeffrey Amhurst, which gives a potted historical 
account of the Jeffrey family from 1760 to the (then) present day. 
 
P.44. (19) Two copies of photographs of Gladstone and his wife. 
 
BH quotes a letter sent from ‘Adkuhedqd’ [Belvidere] and dated 18th September 
1890, from Rotqqdk [Spurrell] to Aduhmfsno [Bevington] about BH and his lithic 
implements who is described as ‘working out some difficult points, especially in the 
ruder kinds’. BH is clearly described as sorting his implements according to type and 
then trying to assign an age to them on this basis. He suggests that some are so 
interesting that they should be discussed before a wider audience. Concludes on p 45. 
 
P.45. (20) An entry from The Geology of London, Vol 1 Ed 2, p 350,351. Memoirs of 
the Geological Survey of England and Wales by Whittaker in a section of which 
Worthington George Smith discusses Palaeolithic implements: ‘The implements have 
been found in such positions that the idea is sometimes forced on one that all the 
makers of the implements suddenly left the place in fear of some impending danger’. 
It is said that WGS believed that he was able to divide Palaeolithic Man into three 
divisions. The men of the ‘floor, though savages’ he thought were probably a peaceful 
and intelligent community. The abundance of scrapers shows that they scraped skin 
for clothing. Few of the implements are suited for weapons nearly all are obviously 
tools’. 
 
The men of the immediately underlying gravel, he suggests, were ruder, though the 
finds of undoubted scrapers suggests that they knew how to dress skins. It was not 
easy, he goes on to say, to form an idea of the men who made the oldest tools, found 
in the basement gravels. They were savages of low degree with instruments only 
suitable for hacking and battering and with no knives or scrapers being evident. This 
suggested to WGS that such men did not have the knowledge of dressing skins. 
 
 
P.45a. (21) Notes from Spurrell, dated June 23rd 1891, on a lecture given at the 
Anthropological Institute meeting at which BH had exhibited eoliths. Questions BH’s 
assertion that the flints have been fashioned and cites de Barri Crawshay that they are 
‘merely natural flints which have been used casually’. Spurrell also notes Professor 
Prestwich’s ideas that ‘…they were human adaptations by trimming previous to use’.  
 
Spurrell goes on to remark that de Barri Crawshay ‘is at present the only one in a safe 
position’. He then goes on to critique some of the assertions of Professor Prestwich 
about the glacial age, which Spurrell notes is not defined. He then suggests that the 
only part geologically that BH has to concern himself with is to find the implements 
[eoliths] in situ in a deposit sufficiently deep or marked to prevent all doubt that they 
are not merely surface ‘entanglements…’ Expresses surprise at what he regards as the 
incompleteness of Prestwich’s paper, which he thought was imprecise. Promises to 
have a ‘quiet’ chat with BH when he has further examined the eoliths left at the 
Anthropological Institute. 
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P.46. (22) From Origins of English History, p 236. Diodorus [Siculus] is quoted and 
states that those nations from the south of Europe have learned to live harmoniously 
as a result of their intercourse with foreign merchants. He also notes that there must 
have been many sources of information passed between geologically distinct groups, 
one of which might have been the information shared between Druids, who existed in 
Britain and in Gaul.  
 
It is stated that ‘The authentic history of Britain begins in the reign of Alexander the 
Great’. There follows an account of the explorations of the early Greeks, which 
resulted in their accumulating knowledge of far-flung ethnic groups. Continues 
overleaf from p54. No work earlier than that of Greek geographers is used in the 
narrative. Suggests that America and Central Africa were discovered at this time and 
knowledge of them subsequently lost. 
 
P.47. (23) The entry from the previous page continues with an explanation which 
details early Greek literature and the extent of their exploration of the world. The 
travels and discoveries of Pytheas (of Massalia in Gaul), who is described as ‘the 
Humboldt of Antiquity’, are noted. Strabo is also mentioned though his work is said 
to be inconsistent. 
 
P.48. (24) The entry from previous page is continued. The Phoenicians are now 
considered with some biblical references employed to illuminate their age and 
significance. The entry moves on to consider the Carthaginians and the importance of 
the discovery of the manufacture of bronze. Tin and its location is considered. 
 
P.49. (25) Marseille as an important place of trade is considered. More of Pytheas, his 
mathematical abilities and leadership and many voyages of discovery. Cadiz as a later 
centre of importance is mentioned. 
 
P.50 (26) There follows a description of Britain and the habits of its people, by 
Pytheas. 
 
P.51. (27) The work of Martin, who wrote a book describing the western islands of 
Scotland, published in 1703, is used to understand more fully the more ancient 
foregoing descriptions. 
 
P.52. (28) The life of Pytheas is considered. There is some geological detail of places 
in Devon and Cornwall. An island known as ‘Mictis’ is mentioned. 
 
P.53. (29) The island of Mictis is deemed to be what is now known as the Isle of 
Thanet. Cornwall is referred to as ‘Belarium’. There is a description of the British 
method of smelting, resulting in knuckle-bone shaped ingots. The island where such 
activity takes place is referred to as ‘Ictis’.  
 
P.54. (30) More from Diodorus and Strabo on Britain, Iberia and various small islands 
off shore. Mention of Bede’s reference to the ferry between the Isle of Thanet and 
Kent, then [7th century] separated by a half a mile of water at high tide, precedes a 
discussion of the topography of this area in later times.  
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Mention of Richborough and Reculver and once again of Mictis and Ictis, which, it is 
suggested were names for the same place given by different ancient geographers [that 
is the Isle of Thanet]. 
 
P.55. (31) An entry entitled ‘Roman Roads’. This refers to the well-known Roman 
roads in Britain and continues to p 56. 
 
An extract from Grant Allen’s article in English Illustrated Magazine, for December 
1889, in which he considers Dartmoor. 
 
P.57. (33) An interesting, printed, account of a lecture given in the Maidstone 
Museum about ‘Museums and their usefulness to science, art and education’ given by 
Professor Boulger. Covers two pages and refers to ‘Mr. Bentlif [who endowed the 
MM’s art gallery]. There is a crude sketch of four eoliths. 
 
(34) Not numbered in red though the following page is and follows the numerical 
sequence. Page is blank. 
 
P.58 (35) An extract from From Diapars, The Conflict of Science and Religion, p 195. 
Among its geological discourses is one of especial interest, being the detection of 
human remains and human works in formations, which though geologically recent, 
are historically very remote. 
 
‘The fossil remains of man with rude implements of rough or chipped flint, of 
polished stone, of bone and bronze are found in Europe in caves, in drifts, in peat 
beds. They indicate a savage’s life, spent in hunting and fishing. Recent researches 
give reason to believe that, under low and base grades, the existence of man can be 
traced back to the tertiary times. He was contemporary with the southern elephants, 
the rhinoceros leptorhinus, the great hippopotamus, perhaps even the Miocene 
contemporary with the Mastodon. 
 
At the close of the Tertiary period, from causes not yet determined, the Northern 
hemisphere underwent a great depression of temperature. From a torrid it passed to a 
glacial condition. After a period of prodigious length, the temperature rose again and 
the glaciers, that had extensively covered the surface, receded. 
 
Once more there was a decline in the heat and the glaciers again advanced, but this 
time not so far as formerly. This ushered in the Quaternary period, during which very 
slowly the temperature came to its present degree. The water deposits that were being 
made required thousands of centuries for their completion. At the beginning of the 
Quaternary period there were alive the cave bear, the cave lion, the amphibious 
hippopotamus, the rhinoceros with chambered nostrils, the mammoth. In fact the 
mammoth swarmed. He delighted in a boreal climate. By degrees the reindeer, the 
horse, the ox and the bison multiplied and disputed with him his food. Partly for this 
reason, and partly because of the increasing heat, he became extinct. From middle 
Europe also, the reindeer returned. His departure marks the end of the Quaternary 
period. 
 
Since the advent of man on the earth, we have therefore to deal with periods of 
incalculable length. Vast changes in the climate and fauna were produced by the slow 
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operation of such as are in action in the present day. Figures cannot enable us to 
appreciate those enormous lapses of time’. 
 
P.59. (36) From this point in the narrative continued from the previous page, there is 
an enormous leap from ‘deep time’ through that of the hunter-gatherer mode of 
human existence, called here the time of ‘Shell Fish Man’ followed by the age of 
polished stone and the domestication of the dog. Arrow-heads from this time are, it is 
suggested, indicative of the invention of the bow which coincided of the rise of 
humans from a defensive mode of existence to an offensive one. Man’s ability to 
make and use fire is assigned to the much earlier ‘Drift’ period. The discovery of 
barbed arrow-heads is considered to reflect an efflorescence of inventive talent. 
 
P.60. (37) The entry from the previous page continues with the writer noting the 
appearance of sharp stone knives and crude bodkins and needles, which were 
considered to have been used to perforate shells to make jewellery. He suggests that 
the art of tattooing emerged at this time as did the idea of ranking people. Both 
parietal and mobiliary art, it suggested, belonged to this time [the Neolithic]5  
 
The writer goes on to remark on the difference between Patristic chronology and that 
supplied via geology/archaeology. He says:  ‘It is difficult to assign a shorter date for 
the last glaciation of Europe than a quarter of a million years and human existence 
outdates that’. It concludes, ‘For this forlorn, this savage condition of humanity is in 
short contrast to the paradisiacal happiness of the Garden of Eden, and what is far 
more serious, it is inconsistent with the theory of the Fall’. 
 
P.61. (38) D. Mitchell’s MS 5 Volumes: from p78 of Volume 1, an entry about Holly 
Hill, which is noted to be ‘a high eminence supposed by the people of the 
neighbouring country to be the highest in Kent. It is situated about 1.1/2 miles SW of 
Upper Halling and 4 east from Wrotham. From a description received of it there could 
be no doubt of its being a part of the same formation as Blackheath, there being 
innumerable small black flints, differing from chalk flints…’ The writer goes on to 
give a list of the different heights of places in Kent. 
 
An entry describing [West] Malling with short discussion of the geology, which 
includes the presence of ragstone and almost no flints and which is distinct from that 
of the North Downs. 
 
The following extract discusses the area between Tonbridge and Maidstone. Here the 
writer notes the ironstone formation and the gravel at Hadlow with fragments of 
Kentish Rag. He records the increasing preponderance of rag and sandstone as 
Maidstone is approached from Tonbridge [to the west of Maidstone]. 
  
The next site described by the writer is Well Hill, about ¾ of a mile from the church, 
where he notes that the two wells, always low in the evenings, always fill up again by 
the following morning. When visited by the writer in 1837 the water was within a foot 
of the top of both wells.  
 

                                                
5 What is being described here is almost certainly Upper Palaeolithic art of various 
chronologies. 
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P.62. (39) The entry re: Well Hill continues with the writer observing that these 
springs are the only ones in this part of the county where water is obtained without 
going to a very great depth.  
 
A short entry about the village of Wrotham and its proximity to both London and 
Maidstone. Notes the road connections between Gravesend timed to meet the ferry to 
and from there across the Thames to Essex. Describes the chalk geology immediately 
above Wrotham. More talk of wells, this one on the farm of Sir Alexander Down on 
the hill above Wrotham. This one was dug to a depth of 360 feet to the water table, 
which stood at 30 feet. In Wrotham Park, another well was dug in 1911 through the 
blue clay to a depth of 190 feet where the water table stood at 90 feet. 
 
Remarks on the water, which emerged suddenly from the side of a hill between 
Oldbury and Wrotham in 1837.  Ightham Hill, south of Wrotham, is noted to be 
formed from sand and iron stone. Talks about the springs that emerge from under the 
chalk at Kemsing which form a large well, considered holy in days gone by and 
visited by Pilgrims on their way to the shrine of St Thomas a Becket at Canterbury. 
The Pilgrims Road lies at the upper end of Kemsing.  
 
Remarks on the ‘innumerable’ flints on the top of the hills near Wrotham. 
 
P.62a (40) An entry about Farningham where, on the east side of the village to the 
south of the Maidstone Road, there is a chalk pit with tabular flint formations, or 
‘girdles’ as they are known in that part of Kent. 
 
Another chalk pit, about a mile from Farningham, is described as having lines of 
horizontal flints. The writer uses this formation to argue that the vales in that area 
were formed as a result of the action of water. 
 
Maidstone. Situated on gravel 8 feet deep under which is blue clay. Paper mills a 
feature of Maidstone and which pollute the water, which might otherwise serve the 
town as a source of drinking water. Brewers and others have wells dug to obtain their 
water because of the pollution and the high levels of oxide of iron in the Medway 
gravels. The well diggers in Maidstone and Wrotham are aware that in these places 
the chalk in these parts rests directly on the blue clay, there being nothing in between. 
Wells dug in this area are costly, because of the need to dig through ragstone and 
often yield impure water. 
 
P.63. (41) The entry from the previous page concludes with a description of the 
geology in and around Maidstone and Wrotham in relation to wells and water. 
Information about the geology was obtained from Richardson, a well digger in 1836. 
 
Sandgalls, or pipes. An account of this phenomenon around Halling, where there 
could be found ‘an abundance of iron pyrites, often decomposed’. Some pipes, of 
sand and clay, went to a depth of 25 feet. 
 
Discusses Blackheath pebbles, which are described as flattened and ellipsoid. 
Mentions that Blackheath flints are seldom affected by long exposure to the air. 
Exorbitant numbers of Blackheath flints could be found on the land surface close by 
[this location] without acquiring the customary white patina, though those found on 
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the south side of the Addington Hills were affected by the exposure being whitened to 
a small degree. 
 
A discussion of chalk flints, first the red boulders on the shores of Norfolk and the 
Diluvium near Norwich, in which place they can be seen having been incorporated 
into the buildings. The difference in colour from the original blue is noted.  
 
The hills between Dover and Folkestone contain sand and iron sandstone is a 
prominent feature of the observable geology there. 
 
P.63a. (42) The entry from the previous page is continued. Distinctive, yellow, 
channel flints can be seen on the beach near Walmer castle. They are readily 
distinguishable from the flints of the Blackheath beds. It is noted that the chalk 
boulders found on the beach are gradually dissipated by the action of the sea and that 
the flints found on the beach are not to be seen in or on the cliffs. The writer suggests 
that the beach flints emanate from the channel banks on which they were originally 
deposited. For the most part they measure less than an inch in length though there are 
some as ‘large as swans or an ostrich’. The writer notes that, when broken with a 
hammer, these flints are not nearly as sharp as the Blackheath flints or from other 
formations. In addition, when broken open crystallisation is often seen as are various 
fossil impressions. Such flints have been observed as far west as the Devon coast. 
This last discovery is dated to 1839. Notes that many of these so-called flints are more 
properly known as Chert, being precisely the same as chert found in abundance 
around Lyme Regis. 
 
P.64. (43) Northfleet and the plants that grow there are discussed. There are an 
abundant variety of plants to be found in the vicinity of Northfleet, some of which are 
rare specimens. The writer goes on to inform us that, on the path to the south of the 
London Road, between Botany Bay cottages and the Plough public house, is an 
abundance of Centuria calcitrapa, which is described as ‘a fine thistle looking plant’. 
He remarks that it is quite unlike other forms of this genus. The ditches are home to 
many specimens of Apium graveolans [a form of celery]. Between the ditches and the 
river are many Statice armeria [thrift]. Also seen is Cochleona officinalis [scurvy 
grass]. Along the path between the road and the India Arms are many plants [named 
but obscured owing to indecipherable writing]. 
 
P.65. (44) The entry from the previous page continues with more information about 
the wild plants growing in the area, which includes the wild carrot, Antirrhinum, 
Valerian, Marjoram (Origanum), Cistus, Poppy, Chenopodium, Viburnum, Clematis 
and many others.  Of particular note, as far as the writer is concerned, is the 
Hyoscyamus niger, found in 1833 in the pit close to the India Arms. This plant had 
not been seen since 1830. Shorne. [???] The writer comments on how satisfactory it is 
to find plants in an area where they might be considered rare. 
 
P.66. (45) The botanical entry from the previous page continues with the writer 
continuing with the theme of rare plants and their relative abundance in small 
enclaves, such as the small pit (about 200 by 60 feet) close to the India Arms, where 
he, and a botanist friend, found sixty five species of plant, among which were the 
Linara cymbalaria and a profusion of Absinthium maritimum.  Salt loving plants, 
such as the bladderwrack Fucus vesiculosis,which reflect the salt content of the 
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Thames at this point, are also to be found. There follows a list of eight Spring plants 
that appear early in the year. 
 
The Village of Shorne is next treated to detailed description. The flints here are noted 
to be exactly the same as those found on Gads Hill and Blackheath. 
 
P.67. (46) From the previous page, a continuation of the description of Gads Hill. 
Wide-ranging discussion, from the most famous Public House (the Sir John Falstaff) 
to Druid Sandstones [Sarsens] also found there in various locations, and detailed by 
the writer. Small black flints abound at Gads Hill, as they do at Blackheath, Bromley 
and Hayes Common and other more widely dispersed areas such as Shooters Hill and 
Laindon Hill in Essex. These continue along the road from Gads Hill to Rochester. 
Beds of sand are also to be found at Gads Hill. Such elevated formations are as they 
were in antiquity, unlike those at lower levels that had the surface swept away by 
water and were covered by a softer deposit left by the water as it receded. 
 
P.68. (47) The writer points out that, at some period in the very distant past, today’s 
elevations would have been lower than [some parts of the] neighbouring country and 
only now is their relative position to be thought of as elevated.  
 
There follows a discussion of the Thames/Medway complex and the vale between the 
Falstaff Inn and Cobham in which there are flints from the chalk as well as anomalous 
flints. Sandstone is also relatively abundant and the similarity of its chemical 
composition to that of flint discussed briefly. 
 
The country between Gravesend and Wrotham is detailed. Here the value of flints 
freshly dug from the chalk as opposed to those from the surface is noted. However, 
the writer and a companion walked the road from Gravesend to Wrotham in 1835, 
collecting surface flints along the way noting how much harder and longer lasting 
[than what?] they were. Around Meopham the writer collected some black flints from 
the land above the chalk. The descent to Wrotham is steep, in a short distance more 
than the total distance from Gravesend to that point [about 1 mile downhill to 10 
walked from the start]. The path downhill passes through iron sand, a geological 
feature that stretches east/west from Guildford, through Dorking and Godstone. 
 
P.69. (48) Here, Kentish rag is described as being ‘very unequal and uncertain in its 
composition’. It is used for the production of lime but is so variable in its composition 
that it frequently yields no lime at all. 
 
Maidstone now becomes the focus of description. It is noted that a spring of such pure 
and soft water emanates from near Rocky Hill Road. So pure was this source of water 
that it was piped for use by the residents of Maidstone. The writer states that an 
Iguanadon was found in the quarry at Rocky Hill, later coming into the possession of 
Dr. Mantell and afterwards into that of the British Museum.6 
 

                                                
6 Local tradition marks the find spot of this dinosaur as that of, the now unused and 
built upon, quarry in Queens Road, Maidstone. Maidstone Museum has a replica of 
the creature and it features on the Maidstone Coat of Arms. 



 19 

The writer turns his attention to Kits Coty House and the ‘Roman Station’ on the edge 
of the hill directly over it. Evidence for this comes primarily from a peasant who built 
his hut over what was clearly part of this Roman feature. He found many coins, which 
he was able to identify by confirming the images of Roman Emperors thereon. He 
was given a list of such to enable him to do so. 
 
More information about the land around this area and the activities, such as Lias 
burning, undertaken by local people. Fossils were obtained by local workman among 
which were those typical of Lias formations. 
 
P.70. (49) A quote from the Cornhill Magazine July 1875 entitled ‘The Sceptic’, A 
tale of married life followed by a poem ‘The Light of Asia’ by Sir Edwin Arnold. 
 
P.71.(50)  Attention is turned to the subject of Theosophy as explained in Mrs 
Besant’s pamphlet. Anni Besant explains the principles of Theosophy and why she 
became a Theosophist.  
 
P.72. (51) Mrs Besant’s explanation concludes and an entry entitled ‘Bruno’. An 
extract from Draper’s Conflicts of Religion and Science, page 177, follows. [This 
piece may perhaps point to some of the conflicts in BHs life between religious and 
scientific explanations of human existence.] He, like Bruno, may find the idea of a 
Godless universe a little stark. Bruno is described as intermediate between the views 
of Averoes and Spinoza. The position of Theosophy is then placed in relation to these 
two views. This exegesis continues to p74.  
 
P.73. (52) The philosophical pondering continues with a consideration of the schism 
between religious and scientific explanations of life. Occultism is considered, being 
given a brief mention in which the acquisition of certain ‘powers’ are touched upon. 
As a result of such study, it is here claimed, Theosophists claim to derive their 
teachings. 
 
P.74. (53) The entry from the previous page continues with an explanation of the 
principles upon which Theosophy is based, much of which is based upon Hindu 
ideology. It concludes with the thought that lower nature is more vigorous than 
higher. 
 
An entry entitled ‘Tyndall On crystalline and molecular forces imagination’ in which 
it is suggested that scientific ideas spring out of experience, but they exist beyond the 
boundary of experience. 
 
P.75. (54) Entry from the previous page continues with the short exploration of this 
experience/science narrative.  
 
P.76. (55) An entry entitled ‘Brixham Cave. Mode of exploration…’ which explains 
the rationale behind the archaeological method adopted on this site, though, as it is 
identified as the ‘least expensive method’, it may say a little about other 
considerations too. The concluding paragraph is quite illuminating: ‘The foregoing 
minute details of the discovery and explanation of the cavern, have been given in 
order to show that the results may be considered perfectly trustworthy’. No hint as to 
the journal/lecture from which it has been culled. 
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P.77. (56) An entry entitled ‘Morants Court Hill’ dated July 13th 1890. This is a 
classic BH account of a day out observing geology and searching for lithic scatters. 
On this occasion he set out riding, probably in a fly or some sort of carriage, with 
Parsons, to Knockholt. Almost immediately he found worked flints, many of which 
were ochreous and numbering about 30. They examined the surface of a field due 
south of Fir Wood near [the] chalk pit at Polhill. Notes the peculiar, dark soil, unlike 
that usually seen on chalk slopes.  Also notes mottled clay and black- coated flints 
and ironstone. Made his way via Ide Hill to Kemsing and on to Oldbury. From the 
crest looking north, Cobham, Holly Hill, the Essex Hills and Crystal Palace could be 
plainly seen. The entry concludes on p 78. 
 
P.78. (57) Another account of a days wandering, this time to Fawkham and West 
Yoke on Wednesday September 10th 1890. On the way he examined the spread [of 
flints] in North Ash. BH always seems to manage to find someone with whom to 
‘chat’ for a few minutes. A stop at a pub along the way is also another recurring 
feature of BH’s days out, as on this occasion at The Rising Sun. On this occasion he 
met up with Sir Joseph Prestwich, whose carriage he ran to catch up with. They took 
tea in the sunny back room of the pub and Professor Prestwich remarked that the 
biscuits served, Brighton Biscuits, were the same as he used to eat fifty years ago on 
his geological rambles. He had not tasted them for many years. They returned home 
via Horten Wood and Reynolds Place to Farningham and at the crossroads Prestwich 
showed BH a section where he had first found chert in the Darent Valley. BH left 
Prestwich at the waterfall and walked to his friend Loveland’s house [??]. He arrived 
home by 7.31 having eaten blackberries and sugar. It was a very hot day but he 
revelled in it. 
 
An entry entitled ‘Halstead Snags Lane, Nurstead’ September 17th 1890. BH started 
out at 11.54 on the train to Shoreham and Prestwich’s home Darent Hulme. Then on 
to Timberden and Halsted Place where he comments on the new church that he 
thought was a ‘pretty structure’. Notes that Mr Crawshay found Ash types there. Note 
of tertiary pebbles seen like those of the Woolwich beds. Found one piece of chert in 
what he describes as a ‘claggy material’. Then on past Pratts Bottom gate to Snags 
Lane, which was impassable by carriage so they returned to Pratts Bottom from where 
they made their way across fields to Nursted. They then visited an inn at Pratts 
Bottom, an old fashioned coaching inn. 
 
P.79. (58) Entry from the previous page concludes here. BH remarks that the plain 
west of Nursted was covered with Tertiary pebbles and flints with some fragments of 
Tertiary ironstone. The carriage proceeded along a private road down Timberden. BH 
caught the 5.44 train and arrived home 6.40. ‘A most enjoyable day’. 
 
A Poem ‘The phonetic charade’ from The Family Circle January 1891. 
 
P.79. (58) An entry taken from Cornhill Magazine, September 1867 entitled 'Stone 
Edge'. A story about a young girl. 
 
P.80. (59) Conclusion of the story from the Cornhill Magazine. A clipping from The 
Western Gazette dated February 11th  1890. This recounts a speech by Sir John 
Lubbock on the opening of a new room at the Workman’s Guild in Bromley. 
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P.81. (60) An article about Andrew Lang, of whom there is a copy of a portrait. The 
probable reason for the inclusion is that not only was AL one of the best known… of 
English journalists… but also a critic and one of the greatest authorities on the science 
of comparative mythology. Another newspaper clipping, this time from The Daily 
News, dated February 20th 1890. This article details the discovery of coal in Kent. 
 
Two cartoons by the late WG  Baxter. 
 
P.82. (61) A number of clippings about the discovery of coal in Kent.  
 
P.83. (62) A continuation of a longer clipping about the discovery of coal in Kent 
from the previous page. More shorter clippings on the same topic. 
 
P.84. (63) Newspaper clipping of article by Canon Taylor entitled ‘On the Aryans’. 
An overlying article from Pall Mall Magazine by Arnold. 
 
P.85. (64) Letter from Dr. Hinde on the chert found on Exedown, which was sent to 
him by BH. Notes the fossilised material associated with the specimens, the exact 
species of which the writer has checked with a colleague from the BM who suggests 
they are Lidaris, a common chalk fossil. Congratulates BH on his continued 
successful search for the old fashioned implements on the higher levels. 
 
Newspaper clipping entitled ‘Coal in the Southern Counties’. 
 
P.87. (66) Newspaper clipping on 'The Gospel According to Herbert Spencer' by 
Grant Allen, which gives the gist of Spencer’s system. 
 
An entry copied from the Daily Chronicle about the presence of coal in Kent by 
Professor William Topley and dated April 29th 1890. In the article, Topley points out 
that coal was not brought to light east of the Pas de Calais till 1846. He mentions 
Guildford and Ightham as two likely places for coal mining in the future. 
 
P.89. (68) The article from the previous page concludes with Topley reminding the 
readers that the coal from the Pas de Calais then provided one quarter of the coal 
consumed in France.  
 
A letter to BH from William Topley dated 28th January 1890 re: the sinking of a pit in 
the Atherfield clay without much risk of encountering water. [This must be in relation 
to the search for coal measures to the south and east of Ightham.] 
 
Another entry about coal in Kent, this time a copy of an abstract of a paper read to the 
Federated Institute of Mining Engineers London April 30th 1890. A lengthy account 
extending to p 91 in which Topley mentions earlier geological papers on the topic, 
especially the 1871 paper by Sir Joseph Prestwich. 
 
P.90. (69) Continues to summarise the investigations undertaken up to that time in 
search of coal, and information from two deep borings made in search of water. The 
conclusion of all this work pointed to coal occurring close to the North Downs or in 
the Weald. Oblique faults would have separated the coal measures and meant that 
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older beds rested upon newer beds. As in northern France, the types of coal 
encountered in Kent would probably vary. 
 
P.91. (70) The entry from the previous page concludes with the information that a 
boring at Chatham Dockyard was, at the time, already 965 feet deep. 
 
An entry taken from Mantell’s Geology of the SE England 1833 p 70. ‘The face of the 
chalk is marked with fissures or wells (now termed pipes) and grouped into deep 
hollows, furrows and basins, which are more or less filled with Tertiary sand and 
gravel. Masses of stalactitical and stalagmatical carbonate of lime, which must have 
originally been found in caverns and grottos in the chalk, also seen in the west 
elevated parts of the Downs’.  
 
P.92. (71) There follows, from the same source, an entry on chalk with flint and, on 
the following page more under the title ‘Flint’. Barcombe in Sussex is singled out as 
exhibiting an unusual flint bed, being part of a ridge of broken, slightly rolled chalk 
flints, resting upon an eminence of Weald clay. Here the flints are shades of yellow, 
brown and carnelian and offer an example of broken, sharp flints, not reduced to the 
state of pebbles, much less gravel and at some distance from the chalk escarpment.  
 
P.93. (72) A newspaper clipping containing an article by ‘Verax’. This one is about 
the bridge at Hucking. 
 
There follows an entry about the Tertiary taken from Vestiges of Creation p 133. 
Continues to following page.  
 
P.94. (73) A geological section along the crown of chalk from above Limpsfield to 
above Ightham to Wrotham, giving the various heights of the crown, and which 
extends across the top of the page. 
 
An anecdote about Lord Thurlow as related by Lord Macaulay. It mentions the 
railways, seen as an ‘infliction’ by Macaulay, as opposed to the days when long 
distance travel was mainly by post-chaise. Lord Thurlow agrees to a fellow passenger 
reading aloud from Milton’s Paradise Lost. Lord Thurlow makes plain his support for 
Satan in the contest for the soul of humanity and wishes him success in the battle.  
 
P.95. (74) Copy of an extract from 'On the the Age, Formation and Successive Drift 
Stages of the Valley of the Darent': by Sir Joseph Prestwich which continues to p 97. 
 
BH has copied this article and arranged it under the following headings: 

1. General character and age of the Daren’t valley 
2. The chalk plateau drifts and associated flint implements 
3. The initial stages of the Darenth valley 
4. The High level or Limpsfield gravel stage 
5. Contemporaneous drift of the Cray valley 
6. Brickearths of the Darenth valley 
7. Other gravels of the Darenth valley, in the Chevening and district ?... drifts 
8. The low level valley drifts 
9. The rubble on the sides and in the bed of valley 
10. Alluvium and Neolithic implements 
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11. The chalk escarpments within the Darenth district 
 
P.96. (75) Contains detail of the above paper. 
 
P. No red pencil number but (76) in black pencil.  Above entry continues. 
 
P.97. (77) An entry about Vigo dated March 25th 1890. This details a trip around the 
village of Vigo in which BH found some ‘apparently worked pieces', of which he has 
sketched five eoliths that overlay this piece. 
 
There follows an entry about the Pliocene of NW Europe by Clement Reid who was 
asked to asked to detail the Pliocene deposits there. He visits Belgium and Holland in 
pursuit of this endeavour as well as examining the deposits at Lenham, described by 
him as ‘curious’ on the North Downs in which as far back as 1857 the occurrence of 
Pliocene shells was announced by Professor Prestwich.  
 
There follows an introduction to Reid’s paper given as an anniversary address by 
Colonel JE Portlock to the Geological Society in January 1857. This appears to have 
been copied in full and extends to p 100 where it concludes. 
 
P.98. (78) Contains the body of the above. 
 
P.99. (79) As above. 
 
P.100.  (80) A section in pencil from top to bottom of page of Oldbury. Two arrows 
point in opposite directions and, in BH’s handwriting ‘Leave has been granted for 
work to be carried on here’, which refers to his excavations there. Also, a newspaper 
clipping headed ‘Section C-Geology’. The meeting recorded here was addressed by 
Sir Robert Ball, the Astronomer Royal of Ireland, whose topic was ‘The cause of the 
Last Ice Age’. This interesting report shows quite clearly the prevailing theories about 
this phenomenon and the related theories of the antiquity of man. The last line of this 
clipping records that details of the latest reports on the excavations at Oldbury were 
read out. Sadly, no details are recorded. 
 
P.101. (81) The obituary of Reginald Bird as in the Daily Times April 15th 1891. This 
records the death and some of the highlights of his life.  More newspaper obituaries 
for Mr Bird. 
 
P.102. (82) More newspaper clippings reporting the meeting of the Geology section 
of the British Association as recorded on p 100. Also clippings re: the appointment of 
Major Luard Selby as County Councillor for the Malling Division. 
 
Two slightly smaller pages between the newspaper clippings and the text of p 102, but 
not [OKAY? yes] numbered in the top right hand corner as is usual, but with 105 
overleaf of the first page. The subject is geological with the various factors in the 
denudation of the Weald being described. There is no indication from which source 
this undoubted copy of a paper/address has been taken. Overleaf of the second page is 
an entry taken from Osmund Fisher’s work on the subject of Trail. This was copied 
from the Geological Magazine of May 4th Volume 3, p 483. In it are more thoughts on 
Wealden denudation. 
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On the usual page size, numbered 102 in the top right hand corner, there follows a 
letter to BH from Daniel Wilson, President of the University of Toronto, dated 26th 
February 1892. He thanks BH for the references to Professor Prestwich’s paper in the 
Geo[logical] Journal and mentions the forthcoming communication in the 
Anthropological Journal, which when received, he will read with interest. He 
suggests that BH might find it quite useful since he (GW) pays some attention to the 
Palaeolithic evidence on the subject.  
 
P.112 (92). There is a leap of some ten pages from the last page. Inserted is a loose 
page with BH’s written instructions to place it after p 102, thus continuing the entry 
on Terry’s Lodge, which starts on the left hand leaf of p 113. This entry details a walk 
to Exedown Crest on May 6th 1891 and reports on the finds of Roman pottery in a 
dewpond, recently deepened, found at this location. It then turns to flints found there 
described as ‘decomposed’. A sketch shows the obliquely bedded flints of the 
dewpond. The text on the right hand side of this page makes little sense, but it is 
anecdotal and unrelated to the preceding entry about Terry’s Lodge. 
 
P.113. (93) A list of outings including: 

• Springhead 1865, January 15th  
• Holly Hill 1865, April 2nd  
• Herne Bay 1865, April 14th  
• St. James Hall 1865, May 1st  
• Horse and Groom, 1865, May 8th  
• Knockholt Breeches, 1865, July 16th  
• Hastings, 1865 July 23rd  

 
P.114. (94) From here the diary of excursions is interrupted and other headings 
prevail, such as ‘Polished Celt… Othello…Voyage of the Beagle’. After this last 
heading the account of excursions resumes with:  
 

! Luton 1865, October 2nd 
! Kemsing Chalk Pit, 1865, November 6th  
! Limpsfield, 1865, December 26th 
! London, 1866, January 8th, ‘Father and I’ 
! Sevenoaks, 1866 January 23rd   
! Dartford and Greenstreet Green, 1866, March 30th  
! Tunbridge Wells, Eridge, Frant, 1866, April 23rd  

 
There is a short account of the Geologists Association on June 26th 1866 and mention 
of a meteor that exploded near Boulogne. The report was heard very distinctly at 
Ightham and window frames were shaken. 
 
Mention of the Sevenoaks Tunnel that, BH recounts having been down shafts of12 
and 13 in August 1866. 
 
On November 13th 1966 there was a shower of meteors predicted to fall on13-14th. 
BH saw several stars shoot, at 12 went out and saw 30-40 more in a few minutes but 
unfortunately, in consequence of the extreme cold went to bed, shortly after. They 
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were very plentiful, as many as 50 or 60 passing over in a minute, at 4 a perfect 
shower was observed by BH who was sorry he did not stay to witness such a grand 
sight. 
 
P.116. (96) The meteor account concludes and is followed by an account of a trip to 
Canterbury and Dover on Easter Sunday and Monday of 1867. BH made the trip with 
John and Robert to the above places via Ashford. He heard Dean Alford preach. On 
Monday he witnessed the Review at Dover, which he thought was a ‘very grand 
sight’. The cannons were deafening. Visited Shakespeare Cliff, Western Heights and 
Folkestone. Arrived home at 7.30. 
 
An account of a visit to Toys Hill on July 22nd 1867. Tends to Uncle’s grave in 
Bessels Green. From there he drove to Brasted and up to Toys Hill where they met an 
eccentric American traveller, a total abstainer, vegetarian and phrenologist. Notes that 
Brasted church had been restored ‘but spoiled’. 
 
An account of a trip to Lullingstone with friends on September 30th 1967. Chops for 
lunch at The Crown.  Home by 4. 
 
An account of a trip to Rochester Cathedral on Easter Sunday, 1868. The choir was 
noted to compare unfavourably with Canterbury and to have deteriorated since he last 
heard it. BH walked to Snodland ferry and then home via Trosley and Wrotham. 
 
P.117. (97) Paper chase May 6th 1868. 
 
BH found an arrow head in Rose Wood on November 29th 1869. 
 
BH must have sent the above specimen to Sir John Lubbock who must also have sent 
his opinion in a letter of December 3rd 1869. The reply is not recorded. 
 
A visit to Cobham and Rochester on June 19th 1870. BH got up at 4.20, riding to Sole 
Street Station from where he walked to Cobham, Brewer’s Gate, Shorne, Higham, 
Gads Hill and Strood. Gives an account of the Sarsen Stones he saw opposite The 
Leather Bottle Inn. Notes the white-faced red cattle in the park, the many rabbits and 
Elizabethan cottage. Mentions the Tertiary strata along the shingle paths. Gads Hill 
Place is noted to be a substantial, red-brick mansion. The turnpike gate had been 
recently removed, though BH does not make it clear from where and it is possible that 
he is here referring to the removal of the turnpike from Bates Hill, opposite his house, 
in which case it is entirely unrelated to the forgoing account of the above Cobham 
visit, though it may have been removed on June 9th which prompted him to attach it to 
his account of that day’s activities. ? He says: ‘Turnpike gate removed June 30. 
Haisman and wife in donkey cart the last who paid toll’. 
 
BH notes the presence of Sarsen Stone near the pond in Peckham Wood, dated July 
18th 1870. 
 
An account of a visit to Canterbury on August 11th 1870. Arrived at the Cathedral at 
10 where Psalm 58 was sung, which BH though ‘very appropriate’ as in that day’s 
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paper there was news of war, disturbance in the French Senate and the downfall of the 
ministry.7  
 
BH goes on to describe the tomb of Thomas a Becket and other memorable 
monuments in cathedral. 
 
An account of a coin found in a field in Pevensey that proved to be a British gold one. 
Mr. Pools of the British Museum offered BH £3 for it. 
 
P.118. (98) An undated account of the Kent Archaeological [Society] meeting at 
Sevenoaks and Oldbury at which BH exhibited his collection. An account of the Iron 
Age Hill Fort was given by Mr. Robertson and, at the earnest request of the company, 
Sir John Lubbock gave a most interesting talk on flint implements. The party then 
went on to inspect the church, Town House and other sites. 
 
On Friday August 11th 1871 Sir John Lubbock visited. It was a hot day on which they 
all set off for Sevenoaks where Lubbock met his three sons and two daughters. On 
returning to Ightham they made their way to the rocks and the ‘entrenchment’,8 
afterwards via Raspit Hill to Rose Wood, upon which Sir John pronounced 
favourably, stating that he saw no reason  to doubt that they were ancient dwellings 
similar to those found in Wiltshire by Sir Richard Colt Hoare. 
 
On August 29th 1871, BH arose at 5.45 and made his way to Rochester and Stone, 
afterwards driving to Snodland. From there he walked to Halling and sketched the 
Church upright in the wall of which he observed a ‘big boulder stone’. From there he 
rode to Cuxton Station by train and took breakfast with his uncle. They both went to 
the [Rochester] Cathedral service. At 1pm they took the train to Greenhithe from 
where they walked to Stone Church but were unable to gain admittance owing to the 
death of the Rector’s child. It was, he notes ‘a very fine building’. Then it was on to 
Horne’s Cross, Darenth Church, Horton and across the fields to Kingsdown arriving 
home by 5. 
 
On November 5th 1871 BH went to Goudhurst accompanied by Richard Rogers and 
George. From Paddock Wood they took the train to Marden where they called in on 
Mr Osborne and Mrs Burr. They arrived at Goudhurst at 10.15. Here they met the 
Miller, Nossington, who took them up the windmill from where they enjoyed a 
‘splendid view’. They set off again at 12 via Horsmonden, past the furnace pond and 
on to Brenchley. BH was home at 5.30. 
 
An account of BH’s visit to see the Christy collection on February 1st 1972. BH tried 
to get in the Westminster sessions house to hear the Tichbourne Claimant’s trial but 
failed. He made his way to the Christy collection at 103 Victoria Street. Friday being 
the only open day BH had some difficulty in getting admitted. Mrs Forster, the 
woman in attendance, knew Mr Dean and she and BH ‘got on famously’. BH notes 
that a most curiously dressed old gentleman came in seemingly a breed between a 

                                                
7 This would have been the Franco-Prussian conflict so evocatively recorded by Zola 
in La Debacle. 
8 By which term the writer understands BH to mean Oldbury Hill Fort. The ‘Rocks’ is 
of course the term used to refer to the rock shelters. 
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Bishop and a smoker with a dash of Pantaloon who said he had been a schoolfellow 
of the late Mr Christy. His name was Francis Marriage. 
 
P.119. (99) An account of a visit to Penshurst on July 21st 1872, the first few lines of 
which are on the previous page. BH arose at 4am, set out at 5 and reached Penshurst 
at 9.15. This journey involved long walks during which he crossed the Medway 
several times where he witnessed many people fishing. Notes that all the churches 
they passed where built of Tunbridge Wells sandstone. There was a new church at 
Fordcombe Green. He found Poundsbridge, constructed 1593, especially interesting. 
 
On August 5th 1872 BH set out for Sittingbourne, Borden and Stockbury. He took the 
bus to Meopham where he apparently went to the 8.30 church service. From there to 
Cobham where he lunched with his uncle. He took the 11.50 train to Sittingbourne 
and made his way home [a most circuitous route] via Borden, Hockbury, Detling, 
Maidstone, Snodland, Birling, Ryarsh and Offham. In all these places he seems to 
have visited, or at least looked at, the church. He ‘supped with Kate’ arriving home at 
9.15. It was, he notes, the: ‘First Bank Holiday’. 
 
On August 26th [1872] on a very hot day BH started a day’s outing with Mr Tomkin, 
[his brother-in –law]. They drove through East and West Farleigh, and at the Marlpit 
turning they alighted and walked via the stream to Langley and Leeds where they 
sketched the church, noting the massive Norman tower. They started out for Leeds 
Castle, which they viewed and thought ‘very pretty’. From there it was on via 
Wierton past Boughton Church to Linton. BH arrived home at 9.30. 
 
October 28th 1872 (EH’s dating) saw BH start out in the direction of Sevenoaks via 
Godden Green, where they walked through the park. He inspected Mr Knight’s 
studio, from where there was a fine view of Ightham. At 10 he arrived at Toys Hill via 
Whitley Scrubb. He went on to Emmetts9 and returned via Ide Hill, Brockley Mount 
and Bailey’s Hill. Home by 5. 
 
The November 4th 1872 outing was to Romney Street and Lees Wood. BH arose at 6 
and walked to Stone Street. From there to Rooks Hill taking the course of the old 
abandoned road from Stone Street to Buckland (Budds) where he found banks about 
2.1/2 feet high composed of flints and earth. 
 
On Boxing day 1872 BH seems to have again visited the Christy collection and also 
Westminster Abbey where he seems to have met Dean Stanley and Canon Corney. 
 
On January 13th 1873, BH went to Rochester getting there via a walk to Snodland. He 
called on Mr. Roach Smith, after which he went to Rochester castle climbing to the 
top of the keep. This done he walked to Cuxton, Upper Halling and Holly Hill where 
he took some ‘refreshment’ at John Ashdowns, at The White House. Then on to 
Poundgate, Trosley and home via New House Farm. In the margin he notes the 
Nailbourne10 at New House Farm. 

                                                
9 The home and beautiful garden of FrederickLubbock, Sir John Lubbock’s brother, 
and now in the care of the National Trust. 
10 An intermittent stream, more common in East Kent than anywhere else in the 
county. 
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P.120. (100) On Good Friday, April 11th 1873, BH took himself on a trip to Eynesford 
with Mr G Durtnell. They drove via Kemsing and Otford where they inspected the 
church. Then they set off on foot to Lullingstone and on to Farningham, having first 
inspected Lullingstone church. They made their way back to Eynesford castle and 
home via Romney Street. 
 
‘Orchis hunt’ with Mr Cha[rle]s Knight first on May 19th  1873. 
 
Whit Monday, June 2nd 1873, saw BH arise at 5.45 and set out with Mr Durtnell to 
Tubbs Hill 6.30 and Chislehurst, visiting the Common and Camden Place where they 
viewed the ‘very pretty Catholic Chapel’. From there they crossed parkland to 
Bickley church, a new structure. They continued on to Southborough and Bromley 
Common to Lock’s Bottom before they cut across High Elms11 where they skirted the 
park going on to Holwood Park at the south west end of which BH notes a ‘massive 
entrenchment’. The view from Keston he describes as ‘capital’.  BH mentions Down 
and Cudham as being ‘pretty villages’. Then it was on via Knockholt and Chevening 
Park and home at 8.30. He describes his condition after this long outing as ‘fresh as a 
daisy’. 
 
A visit to Eynesford on June 16th 1873 involved a good day’s walking in search of 
Orchis tephresanthus. The day began at 7.30 with BH and Mr Mist12 setting out for 
Sevenoaks, where they missed their train by two minutes. BH walked via Otford, 
Shoreham and Eynesford where he met Mr Knight, the pair doing a circular walk of 
about 5 miles. BH gives a list of the plants and butterflies they saw. He returned via 
East Hill and was home just after 3. He notes that he had not seen this particular 
orchid for many years and thought those he saw that day were the only surviving 
specimens. 
 
On August 4th 1873 BH visited Kew with Mr Durtnell13, Mr Biggs and James Bassett. 
They took the train to Richmond via Waterloo. At Kew BH noted the view of the Star 
and Garter home to be had from the terrace. Here he commented upon the presence of 
Tertiary pebbles… walked to Kew (gardens) via the path by the river, which he 
thought especially nice. There was much to see at Kew, so much it was ‘beyond 
description’. They missed the train home from Waterloo and had to walk to Charing 
Cross only arriving home at 10.45. 
 
Westerham. On October 27th 1873 BH went to, Brasted, Chart Edge and Toys Hill. 
 
P.121. (101) November 17th 1873 saw BH and Mr Knight out walking in Seal, 
Kingsdown, South Ash and Vigo. They first inspected the railway cutting around Seal 
at Childs Bridge where they noted a thick drift bed. On to Rose Dew, past which they 
turned into a field on the right where they noted features that looked like earthworks, 
‘deep pits filled with water’. On to Woodlands, Knockmill and Kingsdown Church 

                                                
11 The Home of Sir John Lubbock and very close to Down House, Darwin’s home. 
12 Who was to become the owner of the George and Dragon in Ightham which was 
known locally as ‘Mists’ and formed a hub for cyclists, whose numbers increased 
enormously in the latter years of the 19th century. 
13 Durtnell was one of the family of Ightham builders whose business remains extant. 
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which BH thought ‘a curious old building with horrid windows’. Through Ash and, 
via Wises Lane to Stanstead where, as usual, they had a ‘good look’ at the church. BH 
rated this ‘excellent’, the more so [I suspect] as it was built with squared flint. Then to 
Vigo, down the hill to the Bull, where they dined. Home via Basted, Upper Mill Pond 
and Isles14 
 
Another early start on November 24th 1873 when BH rose at 5 and walked via the Old 
Soar to West Peckham, East Peckham and the church there, past Royden Hall and 
back via the end of Mereworth Park to West Peckham arriving home via Breadfield.  
 
BH visited the East Malling are on December 22nd 1873 where he noted that springs 
arise in Well Street. On to the church (St James the Great) followed by a walk through 
Clare Park, past the waterfall, the site at which Hart’s Tongue ferns grew. He then 
describes the church and it is not clear if it is St James the Great to which he refers or 
a church in the grounds of Clare Park. On to West Malling and the church there. 
Some positive commentary on the ancient tower but he judged the modern nave to be 
in bad taste. He then headed west to Offham, via the Red Lion. Describes a painting, 
done in the style of Westhall. Notes that the brass in the chancel in East Malling 
church dates to 1459. 
 
On December 26th 1873 BH drove to Meopham with Mr. Leney where they inspected 
the church brass rubbing in Cobham church. Home by 5.30. 
 
P.122. (102) ‘Herd of snakes’ March 2nd 1874. Along the line to Cockings Wood BH 
saw ‘a great heap of slow worms, snakes, red adders and Elfts’ all of which, 63 in 
number, were found in an active state coiled round each other in a hazel stub. 
 
April 7th 1874 saw BH and friends off by train to Robertsbridge from where they 
walked to Brightling and were ‘shewn over the observatory and permitted to stop an 
hour also viewing through telescopes…’. 
 
BH records the flooding of Basted paper mill of April 13th 1874. 
 
The opening of the new railway on June 1st 1874 meant that BH arose early to see the 
first train along the track. He took the first fast train from Boro’ Green on what was a 
‘fine hot day’. 
 
BH headed for Cranbrook on June 14th 1874. He drove to Sevenoaks from where he 
took the Staplehurst train where after lunch he walked passing a ‘very pretty flour 
mill’. He notes attractive houses, one with a gable end. He visited a notable bog, with 
waters full of iron and clay of the deepest orange. He notes that air bubbles arose 
when he and his companion stamped their feet at a distance of around 6-7 yards from 
the bog. After dinner they walked to Sissinghurst Castle of which he says: ‘Not so 
pretty but so called when a number of French prisoners were confined here’. He notes 
the single tower, said once to be just one of eight. 
 

                                                
14 Isles was one of BH’s many workman collectors, from whom he obtained lithic 
specimens. 
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To Lenham on August 31st 1874 where he visited the church, describing it as ‘very 
interesting’ with fresco paintings on the south wall an infant on another and ‘his 
satanic majesty on the other’. 
 
Westminster Abbey was so crowded when BH visited on September 1st 1874 that BH 
was unable to hear a word of the sermon preached by Canon Kingsley. Went with 
Mrs Last.  
 
P.123. (103) To Crowborough on September 28th 1874, arising at 3.45 and driving 
first to The Bell in Southborough. Passed through Eridge before arriving at 
Crowborough. Saw the Common, which he describes as ‘brown and bare’. On to R 
for lunch. The church there is described as ‘very fine… with a handsome reredos’. 
The clerk conducted them to the top of the church where they enjoyed the view, 
which in one direction extended to the North Downs and Southend. Long day, not 
home till 6.30. 
 
Mentions Irving in relation to Hamlet. January 11th 1875. 
 
Went in Mr Mist’s trap to Gravesend on January 15th 1875. 
 
First walk across the chalk hill to Eynesford, January 25th 1875.Notes the waterfall in 
Long Wood. On to Kemsing via Honey Pot Lane and ‘peeped at the church’ and 
noted the monument to Sir Charles Bunce, once a great landowner whose lands were 
forfeited by ‘that arch traitor Oliver Cromwell’. He then ascended the hill and 
continued on to Eynesford Station from where he caught a train to Boro’ Green. 
Rowdon Wood he found to be very ‘broken down’ as if a great torrent of water had 
flooded it, though the effect he described as ‘most beautiful’. 
 
On February 8th 1875 BH went to Shoreham by train where he met Loveland and his 
wife. They had ‘A most enjoyable walk’. 
 
March 15th 1875 saw BH head for Halstead, having arisen at 5.30. He walked via the 
railway line to Otford and from there to Sepham and the Polhill Arms. Then by road 
to Halstead, making a point of inspecting the strawberry field. Once at Halstead he 
inspected the church. Home by 10.18. 
 
P.124. (104). A trip to Darenth Church on March 22nd 1875 with his companion for 
the day Parier. Visited Sutton Church, which he thought was a fine building and then 
on via Farningham to Lullingstone where he was ‘kindly shewed over by Sir Percival 
Dyke.15 From there he made his way to Loveland’s and home. 
 
A trip to Lamberhurst and Bayham. BH Rose at 5.30 and walked to Tonbridge Station 
where he caught the train to Frant and walked to Lamberhurst, which was about 4 ½ 
miles distant. He passed Bayham Wood and a body of water near Furnace Hill, where 
wild swans and pampas grass was noticeable. The land closer to Lamberhurst was 
more productive. On his return he looked at the ruins of Bayham Abbey. He 
commented on the ‘pretty new church’. 
 

                                                
15 The Hart-Dyke family still own Lullingstone Castle. 



 31 

On Wednesday April 28th 1875 BH took the train at 5.33 to Swanley Junction and 
walked via Crockenhill and Well Hill to Shoreham where he had an enjoyable walk 
and enjoyed the distant scenery from the summit of Well Hill. 
 
Penshurst Castle visited on May 17th 1875. Met Loveland at Hildenborough and 
walked from there to Leigh. There they enjoyed viewing the carved ceiling of the 
chapel. From there to Chiddingstone where all the houses were built in the 16th 
century. They ate lunch after which they viewed the church and walked through the 
park. They then appear to have gone on to Hever Castle, which is described. Notes 
that the yellow curtains in the room in which Ann Boleyn slept, were a ‘bilous 
yellow’. Tells us that the previous year the church spire was struck by lightning. Day 
rounded off with tea at the Leicester Arms. Arrived home at 8. 
 
P.124. (104) Continued from previous page. A busy day which included a visit to 
Hever Castle where he notes that the yellow curtains around Anne Boleyn’s bed ‘have 
a very bilious look’. More, often quite poetic description of countryside and buildings. 
 
P.125. (105) On August Bank Holiday BH went to Leeds Castle. 
 
BH took a trip to Lewes on October 11th 1875 in company with William Gilbert and 
John Farnes. They left at 4am driving to the Angel at Tonbridge and [apparently] 
walked to ‘the new station’ in Tunbridge Wells. They reached Lewes at 8.10 from 
where they walked to the race course returning to the edge of the Downs and made 
their way across a bridge to Cliff and from there up the Coombe. They passed the 
barrows on Mount Cabourn. They dined at the Bear at 2.30 and then, having arrived 
at the station for the return journey, found that the return train had ‘been taken off’. 
BH sent a telegram [to warn Mrs Harrison of the delay] but this did not arrive till 10 
hours after BH’s arrival home. They had to hire a trap, with first class horses, making 
their way home via Cuckfield to Crowborough, where they must have made a train 
connection to Tunbridge Wells. They actually arrived home at 10.30. 
 
A trip to Stockbury on January 2nd 1876 via Newington where BH called in on Mr 
Walter. Visited Stockbury Church. Went via Hill Green to F…ham? on to Detling and 
along the Pilgrims Road to Boxley where he commented on the pleasing little stream 
which runs through the street. From there to Penenden Heath and Maidstone. 
 
On Sunday March 12th 1876 there was a heavy snow storm, which thawed as fast as it 
fell. BH walked via Fishponds, Stone street to Wilmot Hill.  Notes that Fuseus and 
Hellebore viridis were in flower. Notes of the weather ‘Such a storm I never before 
witnessed’. The storm is reported in the papers to have been the worst for 30 years. 
 
On Tuesday April 4th 1876 BH took the train to Shoreham in company with Mr and 
Mrs Davis, Mr Tomkin, Messrs Humbole and Stevenson to hear the Band of the 
Royal Marines. St Cameron was on at 5 and there was a short service at the church. 
 
Once again a reference to ‘Cameron’ this time on at St James Hall on April 11th 1876. 
Said gentleman delivers his address about his exploration of Central Africa. The Duke 
of Edinburgh was in the Chair. BH had super at Mr Loveland’s friends home in Eaton 
Square. Arrived home at 3. 
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Another visit to Well Hill on April 23rd 1876. BH notes the extensive view that 
extends to Crystal Palace and as far even as Essex and taking in many other points in 
between. 
 
P.126. (106) An account of Cameron’s dinner held on May 5th 1876. This appears to 
have taken place in Shoreham.  
 
BH went to Hartlip in May 1876 in the company of Mr. Knight. Found hundreds of 
Ophrys, aconites and Fusea. Noticed a notable mansion. 
 
Met Mr Parier at East Peckham on May 21st 1876. 
 
BH went to the Adelphi Theatre with Mr. & Mrs. Williamson and then went to the 
Royal Academy with Mr Love [land]. 
 
On June 15th 1876 BH notes that a property in Ivy Hatch was sold for £1520 to Mr 
Cazelet after a spirited competition’. Got the 7.30 train to London and walked to 
Covent garden. From there to Dore Gallery and returned to the City.  
 
To Hartlip via Newington on June 25th 1876. 
 
There was a fire at a new house on June 22nd 1876.  
 
Hastings, with wife and children July 29th 1876. 
 
To Leeds Castle on August 7th 1876. 
 
To Crystal Palace on August 16th 1876 with ‘Wife and bairns. Lizzie fell ill, 
Scarletina’ 
 
Cameron’s lecture took place in Shoreham School on October 10th 1876. 
 
P.127. (107) Newspaper clipping. Article by ‘Verax’ Weather conditions the topic. 
 
P.128. (129). An entry headed ‘Wallace, Alfred Russell’ and entitled ‘On Minds and 
Modern Spiritualism’. In 1881 ARW wrote:  
 

‘From the age of fourteen I lived with an elder brother, of advanced liberal and 
philosophical opinions and I soon lost (and have never since regained) all 
capacity of being affected in my judgments, either by clerical influence or 
religious prejudice. Up to the time when I first became acquainted with the facts 
of spiritualism I was I a confirmed philosophical sceptic, rejoicing in the works 
of Voltaire, Strauss and Carl Veglet and an ardent admirer (as I am still) of 
Herbert Spencer. 
 
I was so thorough and confirmed materialist that I could not at that time find a 
place in my mind for any other agencies in the universe than matter and force. 
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Facts however are stubborn things. My curiosity was at first excited by some 
slight but inexplicable phenomenon occurring in a friend’s family, and my 
desire for knowledge and love of truth forced me to continue the enquiry. 
 
The facts became more assured, more and more varied, more and more removed 
from anything that modern science taught, or modern philosophy speculated on. 
The facts beat me’.  

 
The narrative goes on to explain how by slow degrees Wallace came to believe in the 
existence of a number of pretahuman intelligences of various grades, and that some of 
these, though invisible and intangible to us, can, and do, act on matter and influence 
minds. 
 
As a result of having reached these conclusions, Wallace was led to attack the a priori 
arguments against miracles and to believe that many of the so-called Spiritualists 
phenomena are occasioned by unseen beings. He further championed spiritualism as 
teaching valuable moral lessons and leading to moral and spiritual improvement, 
when rightly followed out. He claimed that he did not depart in any way from 
scientific principles. 
 
He goes on to say; ‘The cardinal maxim of spiritualism is that every one must find out 
the truth for himself. It makes no claim to be recorded on hearsay evidence, but on the 
other hand it demands that it be not rejected without patient, honest and fearless 
enquiry’. 
 
P.129. (109) An entry entitled ‘Wise Laws to good things from Sam Slicks. Nature 
and Human Nature…’. These consist of extracts from newspapers and journals in 
which the Sam Slicks column appeared, none of which is recorded by BH. 
 
P.130. (110) A few more Sam Slicks lines following which there is an entry entitled 
‘Memory’. This entry is copied from a book, journal or newspaper though BH does 
not reveal the source. Two illegible lines in the margin also seem to relate to this 
topic. 
 
P.131. (111) Evidence of newspaper clippings that have been removed. 
 
An account of the great blizzard of Monday March 9th 1891.  
 
The same phenomenon appears to have been repeated on February 15th 1892. 
 
P.132. (112) A poem by Sir Edwin Arnold entitled ‘The sorrowful joys of a true 
poet’. 
 
P.133. (113) An entry about Cardinal Newman with extracts from his verse taken 
from The Pall Mall Gazette. The date is not given 
 
More extracts, this time from Persian fables. 
 
On Sunday May 1890, BH visited Eynesford. No further detail given. 
 



 34 

P.134. (114) Extracts from an article on weather taken from Cornhill Magazine Vol 
11 P578.  A large part of this article concerns the work of the meteorologist. 
 
P.135. (115) The entry from the previous page concludes and there is a brief extract 
entitled ‘Permutations and Combinations’ taken from Cornhill Magazine, July 1890. 
A small newspaper clipping on the same subject is pasted in below the extract. 
 
From the Pall Mall Gazette, a newspaper clipping entitled ‘ “In darkest Africa” 
Messrs Sampson Low’s Dinner to Stanley’.  
 
P.136. (116) A poem entitled ‘Insight’ has been copied from Cornhill January 1890. 
This continues to p 137. 
 
P.137. (117) An entry entitled ‘The Divine Word’. It is not however religious in 
nature, rather it deals with smoking as a consolation to life’s tribulations. The writer is 
Bulmer Lytton. 
 
P.138. (118) A poem, no title. BH tells us that he copied it on Sunday night of June 7th 
1890 when he was alone, his wife and daughter Lizzie having taken off for Ramsgate 
and Stone Street respectively. 
 
A little homily about the wisdom of the man who is content with what he has. 
 
An entry about Town House, which was offered at auction in July 1890 for £1,760 but 
was not sold. 
 
P.139. (119) ‘Killed at the Ford’ by Longfellow as recited by Miss Ellen Terry. 
Another poem entitled ‘Is Life Worth Living’ which concludes on the following page. 
 
P.140. (120) A leaflet with details of a planned excursion for Saturday 3rd May 1890. 
Some notable leaders, which include Sir JP, Reid Moir, FCJ Spurrell and W Topley. 
 
P.141. (121) An entry entitled ‘A Rural Homecoming’ Ightham June 1879. This rather 
romantic account, which seems to have been written by BH for possible publication, 
perhaps in the local parish magazine, tells of the return to Ightham of a newly married 
couple who arrive by train at Boro’ Green Station. He does not tell the reader the 
name of this couple but the groom may have been a military man of note locally, 
since BH mentions triumphal arches being erected across the high road, though which 
the pair had to pass. 
 
P.142. (122) The entry from the previous page concludes here. 
 
P.143. (123) In the Pall Mall Magazine of November 6th 1889, Sir R. Owen was 
interviewed and his views recorded on many topics, which included the subject of the 
antiquity of man. RO answers questions some of which BH has recorded. The talk is 
of ‘Rude drawings’ by men of the mammoth and horse, recently discovered in the 
caves of the Auvergne, which prompted scientists to declare that they were done by 
men of the Neolithic period. Owen’s opinion is that the oldest evidence that bears 
upon the question of man’s antiquity dates back his existence to the Tertiary period, 
some 18,000 years ago. He notes that weapons had been found but that there was no 
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method of authoritatively interpreting what might seem to be older evidence. He says 
that the hiatus between the lowest man and the ‘highest quadrumana’ is so great that 
there is no rational connection between the two. He says that no geologist has any 
doubt as to the prehistoric antiquity of man. There follows some discussion about the 
Tilbury human skeleton and an estimate of the age of this individual using geological 
[OKAY?] strata to determine it. The account concludes with a poem, though it is 
unclear if this appeared in the magazine or was added by BH. 
 
The last entries are copies of ‘The money changer’ and ‘Winter aspect of the falls of 
Minnehaha, Minnesota U.S.A.’ Which brings to a conclusion the entries in Volume 
10 of Benjamin Harrison’s archive. 
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