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UBIRA eTheses repository

 2nd most popular thesis repository in the UK 

according to IRUS downloads

– Almost 5 mio downloads

 Electronic thesis deposit established in 2009

 Mostly mediated deposit, 

including students submitting 

some information on paper 

 Servers not updated since

2011



Theses access options

 Fully open access 

 Electronic thesis restricted for a period of time 

(with options to release copies upon request)

 Full embargo on both electronic copy and 

hard copy in the library



Repository update - project

 Follow up to launching an institutional data 

repository

 Scoping started in July 2018, launch in 

February 2019

 Collaboration between Library Services, IT 

services, supplier and research student 

administration team



New features & new design

 Improved free 

text search, 

browsing and 

filtering for 

OA theses

 IRStats 

display to 

show impact 

and promote 

openess



New workflows - users

1 • Prepare your document

2 • Log in at http://etheses.bham.ac.uk

3 • Choose your access option

4 • Upload the document

5 • Add all the information about your thesis

6 • Deposit!

• PDF named SurnameYYYYdegree
• In line with copyright and data protection 

guidelines



New workflows – library team



Wishlist & next steps

 ORCID integration

 DOI minting 

 Promotion of Creative Commons licences

 Altmetrics plug in

 Review of access options

 Minimize review of content

 Comprehensive guides and promotional 

material
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