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STANDING UP FOR SCIENCE 
IN PUBLIC DEBATES
在公共辩论中坚持科学



• Challenge: 对“科学”和“证据”在公共生活中的歪曲提出质疑

• Mobilise: 动员公众提出“证据”

• Encourage: 鼓励研究人员和决策者讨论“证据”

• Call: 呼吁公开并坦诚研究报告

• Prioritise: 优先考虑社会和科学的难题

Sense about Science
An independent campaigning charity
一个独立的慈善机构的活动
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Why we started 我们的开始

New evidence ‘shows MMR
link to autism’

新证据显示MMR与
自闭症有关

Daily Mail, 9 Aug 2002 Fluoride water
‘causes cancer’

含氟化物的水“致癌”
The Guardian, 12 June 2005

Cleaning chemicals
‘reach baby’

清洁用的化学品
'影响到了婴儿'

BBC Online, 7 Sept 2005Kisses may lead 
to cot death 

亲吻可能会导致
到婴儿死亡

The Times, 24 Oct 2000

Trials of GM crops bring new fears 
of 'Frankenstein' food

转基因作物的试验带来了关于“弗兰肯
斯坦”式的食物的新的恐惧
Daily Mail, 30 December 2002

Public says no to 
pesticides

公众对杀虫剂的拒绝

Friends of the Earth, 19 June 2000



Why we started 为什么我们要开始

Scientists were afraid to 
speak out

科学家都害怕说出来



We work with over 6,000 
scientists and experts

我们与6000多名科学家
和专家合作



And hundreds of public groups, 
community organisations, scientific 

institutions, journalists, 
policymakers  and medical charities

还有数百个公共团体，社区组织，
科学机构，记者，决策者和医疗

慈善机构



Our campaigns challenge the misrepresentation of evidence in public life 
and advocate open and honest discussion of research findings. 

我们的活动的质疑在于公众生活中的虚假证据，倡导公开和
对于研究结果的坦诚讨论。



Olive oil cuts risk of stroke by 41%
橄榄油减少了41％的中风风险
Daily Mail, 16 June 2011

据研究减肥药对肝脏有害

Cancer jab alert after girl dies
女孩在接种癌症疫苗
后去世 
BBC News, 29 September 2009

Marriage TRIPLES your chances of 
surviving major heart surgery
婚姻让你幸存于较重大的心脏手术的
机会了翻三倍
Daily Mail, 23 August 2011

Stem cell 
stroke trial “is 
safe”
干细胞中风试验
“是安全的”
BBC News, 31 August 2011 

So much for global 

warming as planet 

earth gets colder
全球变暖不是真实的，

地球变得越来越冷
Daily Express, 5 July 2011 

Could your saucepan bring on 
menopause?
你的平底锅会引起更年期吗？



How we respond  我们如何回应



Group discussions  小组讨论
Why should experts engage with the media?
专家为什么要与媒体沟通？

What are the benefits to researchers?
对研究者的好处是什么？
Why does it matter to the public?
为什么这对大众是重要的？



Group discussions  小组讨论
What are the challenges for engaging with the media?
和媒体沟通的挑战是什么？

What can go wrong?
什么可能出错？
What would stop a researcher from 
speaking to the media?
什么会阻止研究者与媒体接触？



Voice of Young Science 
(VoYS)

Standing up for Science 
media workshops for 

early career researchers
为在职业的早期的研究人员
举办媒体讲习班：“在公共

辩论中坚持科学”



Tips for engaging with the media 与媒体沟通的技巧

• Timeliness really matters 

   及时性真的很重要 
• Journalists have very quick deadlines.                                                           

记者的截止日期非常之快。
• If a journalist calls - respond quickly! 
   如果记者来电 - 迅速回答！

• The journalist doesn't write the headline                      

   记者会不写标题
• Be proactive – get yourself known                                  

  积极主动 - 让自己被媒体认识
• Contact your press office 
   联系你的新闻办公室



Speaking to journalists: how to prepare
与记者沟通：需要准备什么

• Keep it brief and simple 

   主要信息要简洁

• Pick your three key points, write them down and stick to them 

   选出三个关键点，把它们写出来以及记得强调

• Don't be afraid to repeat yourself 

   不要害怕重复你自己



• Don't be afraid to say 'I don't know‘ 

   不要害怕说“不知道”

• Be honest about the uncertainty in your findings 

      – don’t overstate your results, explain what you still don’t know. 

   坦诚你的研究结果中的不确定部分
             ——不要美化你的结论，可以解释你不清楚的部分

• Don't extrapolate beyond your findings or make speculative claims 

   不要让推断超出你的研究结果或进行猜测

• Use real numbers – avoid talking about relative risks.                  

   使用具体的数字 - 避免谈论相对风险。 

Be open about uncertainties and weaknesses
对不确定性和弱点的开放性沟通



Making Sense of…..



Making sense of…..







What people ask about 
人们会问什么问题？

Is it a scare story?  这是一个恐怖故事吗？（假的）

What tests have been done?  已经做了什么测试？

What do scientists actually know?  科学家究竟知道什么？

Is it a proper study?  这是一个适当的研究吗？

Is it majority opinion?  这是大多数人的观点？



A public guide to peer review 同行评审的公共指南



Over 500,000 copies requested to date 到目前为止，拥有超过50万份的需求

• News Media 新闻媒体
• Press Officers 新闻官
• Conference Organisers 
    会议主办单位
• Higher Education 高等教育
• Teachers 教师

• Parliamentarians 议员
• Governments 政府

• Discussion Forums 论坛
• Museums 博物馆
• Libraries 图书馆
• Celebrities 明星
• Publishers 出版商
• Lifestyle Sector 时尚娱乐机构
• Websites 网站

• NGOs 非政府组织
• Medical Charities 
    医疗慈善机构
• Health Service 医疗服务
• Companies 公司
• Policy Groups 政策组
• Community Organisations 

社区组织
• TV programming
      电视节目

A public guide to peer review 同行评审的公共指南





Group discussions 小组讨论
Looking at media articles from the UK  
查看英国媒体的文章

Is the reporting accurate?    报告准确吗？
Does the headline match the story?   标题和故事相符吗？

Do you think this is good science reporting?  
您觉得这是好的科学报道吗？

What kind of study is it?   这是一种什么的研究？
Is it peer reviewed?   有同行评审吗？
Where is the research from?    研究从何而来？



Questions we can ask 我们可以问的问题
• Does the headline match the story?  标题和故事相符吗？ 

• How big is the risk?   风险有多大？

• Are there comments from an expert who is not an author of the study? Pay 

attention to the last paragraphs

         是否有来自不是此研究领域的专家的意见？ （请注意最后的段落）

• What’s the evidence?  证据是什么？

• Where is the research from? What type of study?

      研究从何而来？这是什么类型的研究？

• Anecdotes? Conference? Peer review? Systematic review? 

      传闻？会议？同行评审？系统审查？







Other ways to get involved  其它的沟通的方式
• Practice!   实践！
• Local media  当地媒体
• Specialist press 专业出版社

• Blogging & writing 博客和写作
• Social media 社交媒体

• Learned societies - opportunities & support 
  精通社会 —机会与支持
• Public events 公共活动
• Speak at conferences 展会发言



• Barristers 大律师
• Legal writers 法律撰写者
• Legal charities 合法的慈善机构
• Police officers 警察
• College of Policing 警察学院

Public audiences 公众中的观众
• Potential jurors 潜在的陪审员
• Crime fiction writers 犯罪小说作家
• Journalists 记者
• Genealogist 系谱学者
• Voice of Young Science VoYS



Scientists under threat 受到威胁的科学家

Elizabeth Loftus wins the 
2016 John Maddox Prize



Don’t destroy research 
不要破坏研究



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SHJ-sBKV5U 





#dontdestroyresearch



Plant science Q&As  植物科学中的问答



Public led, expert-fed  公众领导，专家问答







How we respond 我们如何回应

We encourage the public to challenge misleading claims
我们鼓励公众质疑误导性的断言



Ask for Evidence on
government policies

Ask for Evidence Understand Evidence

#AskforEvidence



#AskforEvidence



Great! You’ve created a log

#AskforEvidence



A community taking on one claim at a time
一个社区一次提出一项主张

#AskforEvidence



A community helping make sense of evidence
社区有助于澄清证据

#AskforEvidence



#AskforEvidence#AskforEvidence



www.senseaboutscience.or
g @senseaboutsci email@senseaboutscience.org

Julia Wilson
jwilson@senseaboutscience.org; 


