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To engage in public engagement is to ask what we share in
common. One thing we share in common are the commons.
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The language of the commons is often used in
science/engagement discussions — but often implicitly so,
not explicitly.
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Chinese terms for ‘the commons’
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ILH: public use

IH': public ownership
/v3: public commons

& B : all under heaven






The commons
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Not only a resource! MU (AIL)

The commons: resources + community + values and norms
used to manage the resource
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There is no commons without commoners and
communing. The commons are both a noun and a verb.
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Some examples of the commons (J1/>commonsH] i F)

Knowledge: research findings, the Internet, software, websites %I

Civic: urban spaces, systems of blood, organ donation
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Land/oceans: fisheries, forests, grasslands, water
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Cultural: music, literature, art
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Areas/things that are collectively owned and managed by a
community of users
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Engagement requires seeing the commons as a
verb — that is, not only viewing the issue at the
level of a resource but also seeing that the
community is seeking to manage the resource in
line with certain protocols and traditions.

P i BB Hh” 3X 18] B 2 B Hthe commonsZ& 1™
ahia], BIAEMNIEEMA—MREIE, MRS T
bjmjbﬁﬁ A B K BE S AP R I AR S B B Y




Enclosure
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Commercialization of shared resources
usually for private market gain
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Patron: Her Majesty The Queen
Rothamsted Research
Harpenden, Herts, ALS 2JQ

Telephone: (01582) 763133
International” +44 1582 763133
Fax: +44 (0)1582 760981

We appeal to you as environmentalists. We agree that agriculture should seek to work “with nature
rather than against it” (to quote from our website), and that motivation underlies our work. We have
developed a variety of wheat which does not need to be sprayed with insecticides. Instead, we have
identified a way of getting the plant to repel aphids, using a natural process that has evolved in mint
and many other plants — and simply adding this into the wheat genome to enable it to do the same
thing.

So our GM wheat could, for future generations, substantially reduce the use of agricultural chemicals.
Are you really against this? Or are you simply against it because it is "GMO” and you therefore think it
Is unnatural in some way? Remember — all plants in all types of agriculture are genetically modified to
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MM WORDS CAME OUT FINE!
THEY WERE PROCESSED INCORRECTLY
BY YOUR BRAIN !
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