
 

 

26 February 2018 

 

Dear Professor Cox 

 

University of Kent Staff Say Pensions are Affordable 

 

We write following your communication to us of 21 February in which you stated that you had 

called on Universities UK to go back to the negotiating table over proposed cuts to academic 

pensions. Whilst we welcome your position with regard to the negotiations, we disagree with 

your claim that “the proposals put forward by UCU are unaffordable and, here at Kent, they 

would add £4.5m to our staff costs, which is not sustainable.” 

 

We would like to bring the following issues to your attention: 

  

● The “projected deficit” in the USS is not a settled matter. The method used to value 

the fund is extremely conservative and depends on government bonds. It is highly likely 

that, were valuation to be postponed for a year, a very different picture of future deficit 

would emerge. Under these circumstances it is unwise to transform the scheme 

radically because of concerns about risk which might not materialise. The method of 

valuation is fixed but the scheme has discretion in how it responds and this should be 

exercised. 
● The University has a surplus and cannot argue that securing decent pensions would be 

unaffordable. The University’s annual budget for 2016/17 was over £300 million and its 

financial surplus was close to £16.5 million. It paid £1.166 million to 6 members of top 

management. Even if the cost of solving the pensions issue was £4.5 million, this 

represents less than an additional 1.5% of turnover to secure pensions for many 

employees.   1

● The proposed cuts to USS pensions will have a devastating effect on our livelihoods 

and on our ability to provide for ourselves and our families in the future. According to 

projections, an employee beginning to pay into the proposed new USS scheme would 

only retire on £9,000 per annum after decades of service.  2

● The pension cuts will compound the real term pay decline that many University 

employees have been experiencing. Average staff salaries at the University of Kent 

have remained static between 2013-17, which essentially equates to a significant 

1 Based on figures in the University of Kent Annual Review and Financial Statements, available online at 
https://www.kent.ac.uk/about/report/ 
2 This figure is based on an in depth USS pension modeller. We are happy to provide information on how we 
reached this figure if you need it. 
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decrease in pay in real terms. Over this same period, Vice Chancellor pay has increased 

by 22%.   3

● We are deeply concerned that cuts to USS pensions may establish a precedent for 

further unreasonable cuts to public sector and other occupational pensions. We are 

aware that these cuts have already affected the private sector and we find them equally 

problematic wherever they take place. 

 

We look forward to working with you and the Executive Group towards securing decent 

pensions for ourselves and future employees at the University of Kent. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

1. Professor Emily Grabham 

2. Professor Donatella Alessandrini 

3. Dr Suhraiya Jivraj  

4. Dr Dawn Lyon 

5. Dr Julie McCandless 

6. Dr Sophie Vigneron 

7. Dr Hyo Yoon Kang 

8. Catherine Butler 

9. Professor Peter Stanfield 

10. Neil Higginson 

11. James Harper 

12. Derek Kirton 

13. Dr Kostas Sirlantzis 

14. Constance Judkins-Law 

15. George Kirby 

16. Dr. Julie Anderson 

17. Maria Demou 

18. Lisa Dickson  

19. Peter McGill 
20. Angela-Marie Watson 
21. Dr Constanze Roitzheim 
22. Dr Rosanna Cox 
23. Dr Steve Pethick 
24. Dr Simon Scott 
25. Katerina Flint-Nicol  

3 Based on figures in the University of Kent Annual Review and Financial Statements, available online at 
https://www.kent.ac.uk/about/report/ 
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26. Dr Bashir Abu-Manneh 
27. Dr Joseph Tzanopoulos 
28. Dr Marta Ponari 
29. Professor Sally Sheldon 
30. Nick Jackson 
31. Ben Baumberg Geiger 
32. Julia Hope 
33. Nayeli Urquiza  
34. Stefano Biagini 
35. Dr Christina Kim 
36. Professor Michael Fischer 
37. Dr. Donal Casey 
38. Catherine Waters 
39. Professor Richard King 
40. Dr Diana Cole 
41. Professor Jennie Batchelor 
42. Dr Stefan Marr 
43. Dr Anna Strhan 
44. Dr Mike Poltorak 
45. Dr Edward Roberts 
46. Dr Sophia Labadi 
47. Dr Kelli Rudolph 
48. Dr Dunstan Lowe 
49. Dr Carolyn Pedwell 
50. Hannah Phillips 
51. Ben Seyd 
52. Dr Tara Young 
53. Thomas Seed 
54. Lawrence Jackson 
55. Dr Jo Warner 
56. Amy Sackville 
57. Adam Chodzko 
58. Dr Anna Jordanous 
59. Larry Duffy 
60. Professor Sarah Vickerstaff 
61. Melissa Trimingham 
62. Dr Tobias Heinrich 
63. Dr Mattias Frey 
64. Professor Judy Fudge 
65. Dr Sinéad Ring 
66. Dr James Bloor 
67. Dr Alison Edwards 
68. Dr Charlie Gardner 

 



 

69. Dr Sarah Dustagheer 
70. Dr Daniel Bearup 
71. Sheona York 
72. Robbie Wilson 
73. Dr. Rajindra Puri 
74. Dr Margrethe Bruun Vaage 
75. Dr Caoilte Ó Ciardha 
76. Dr Gina May 
77. Dr Mathilde Poizat-Amar 
78. Tom Baldwin 
79. Palaniappan Ramaswamy 
80. Jessica Small 
81. David Barnes 
82. Karl Goodwin 
83. Jef Smith 
84. Sarah Turner 
85. Anne Templeton 
86. Dr Niki Koutrou 
87. Dr Richard Misek 
88. Dr Vikki Janke 
89. Andrew Thrapp 
90. Chloe Street Tarbatt 
91. Dr. Srivas Chennu 
92. Dr Kate Bradley 
93. Simon Cooksey 
94. Professor Robert Jupe 
95. Jonathan Mair 
96. Camille Merlen 
97. Dr Ariane Mildenberg 
98. Dr Xiaofan Amy Li 
99. Carla Morris 
100. Dr Lavinia Brydon 
101. Prof Donna Landry 
102. Dr Freya Vass-Rhee  
103. Dr Emily Haslam 
104. Lucy Morgan 
105. Leon Schoonderwoerd 
106. Professor John Mingers 
107. Dr Lucy O’Meara 
108. Dr Andrew Wroe 
109. Anna Segal 
110. Dr Andrew MacGregor 
111. Professor John Batchelor 

 



 

112. Dr. Daniela Peluso 
113. Francesco Salvini 
114. Dr Beth Breeze 
115. Siobhan Hunt 
116. Lisa Clark 
117. Professor Ellie Lee 
118. Dr Chris Woodcock 
119. Robert U. Nagel 
120. Tom Sharp 
121. Tim Meacham  
122. Asta Zokaityte  
123. Dr Andrea den Boer 
124. Professor Andy King 
125. Dr Jose Bellido 
126. Dr. Thanos Zartaloudis 
127. Dr Daniel Cardinal 
128. Dr Nicola Barker 
129. Professor Sally Fincher 
130. Dr Jim Ang 
131. Dr. John Sabo 
132. Professor David W Chadwick 
133. Dr. Patricia Baker 
134. Dr Brandon Wheeler 
135. Dr Emilie Cloatre 
136. Isabella Reichl 
137. Dr. Heejung Chung 
138. Dr Arnaud Wisman 
139. Dr Lydia Kearney  
140. Dr Trude Sundberg 
141. Khalil Betz-Heinemann 
142. Dr Scott Owens 
143. Professor Amalia Arvaniti 
144. Natalia García Bonet 
145. Dr. Elke Van Hellemont 
146. Dr John Ackerman  
147. Gary Samson 
148. Peter Hatton 
149. Dr Anna Corrias 
150. Anki Wikman 
151. Jacqueline Aldridge 
152. Dr. Mohammad Hasan 
153. Dr Juha Virtanen 
154. Dr Janet Briggs 

 



 

155. Aida Malovic 
156. Tristan Webb 
157. Dr Nadine Ansorg 
158. Katja May 
159. Ania Bobrowicz 
160. Dr Sweta Rajan-Rankin 
161. Julie Mecoli 
162. Ayah Helal 
163. Dr Joanne Pearman 
164. Kyra De Coninck 
165. Martin Carden 
166. Alaina Schempp 
167. Dr Dinkar Sharma 
168. Professor Peter Read 
169. Dr Anthony Baines 
170. Oana-Maria Mazilu 
171. James Grant 
172. Professor Miri Song 
173. Professor Murray Smith 
174. Lauren Spinner  
175. James Brookhouse 
176. Dr Will Mbioh 
177. Ann-Marie Fleming 
178. Dr. Hendrik Huelss 
179. Dr. Ingvild Bode  
180. Dr Kirsten Abbot-Smith 
181. Todd Mei 
182. Dr Alex Marlow-Mann 
183. Ismail Mohamed, GTA/PhD Student, School of Computing 
184. Barbara Sheehy 
185. Dr Jesse O’Hanley 
186. Ana Maria Lobos 
187. Professor Tracy Kivell 
188. Dr Eleanor Jupp 
189. Dr Peter Rodgers 
190. Dr Christopher Burden-Strevens 
191. Elaine Sherratt 
192. Dr Barbara Bombi 
193. Silvia Dobre 
194. Professor Tim Strangleman 
195. Riku Ihalainen 
196. Professor Larry Ray 
197. Aino Petterson 

 



 

198. Professor Peter Taylor-Gooby 
199. Dr Toni Haastrup 
200. Clara De Inocencio Laporta 
201. Professor Iain Wilkinson 
202. Iain Frame 
203. Professor Ayse K. Uskul 
204. Maria Zajaczkowska 
205. Duygu Ozaltin 
206. Dr Jorge Quintanilla 
207. Professor Nathan Gomes 
208. Professor David Williams 
209. Sebastian Dzial 
210. Dr. Dominique Chu 
211. Dr Flora Renz 
212. Michele Spurdle 
213. Dr. Edward Kirton-Darling  
214. Professor Alisoun Milne  
215. Dr Edward Morgan-Jones 
216. Dr Matthew Struebig 
217. Ben Steeden 
218. Dr Anna Katharina Schaffner  
219. Professor Stephane Launois 
220. Dr. Alison Dean 
221. Dr. Pauline Phelan 
222. Dr. Tina Haux 
223. Dr William Rowlandson 
224. Dr Michelle McCarthy 
225. Danne Jobin 
226. Dr Rebekah Higgitt 
227. Erik Gahner Larsen 
228. Dr Philip Hager  
229. Dr Claire L. Jones 
230. Dr Paul Young 
231. Shona Illingworth 
232. Dr Clelia Pech 
233. Professor Joachim Stoeber 
234. Vybarr Cregan-Reid 
235. Dr Clive Johnson 
236. Sian Lewis-Anthony 
237. Dr. Sara Kendall 
238. Dr. Rose Parfitt  
239. Dr. Luis Eslava  
240. Dr Victoria Brunsdon 

 



 

241. Dr Toby Nicholson 
242. Prof Charlotte Sleigh 
243. David Henig 
244. Dr Alan Mckenna 
245. Dr Carola Leicht 
246. Madeleine Hughes 
247. Dr Matt Fysh 
248. Dr. Kristof Dhont 
249. Oliver Perrott-Webb 
250. Matthew Gibson 
251. Professor Roger Giner-Sorolla 
252. Professor Alex Stevens 
253. William Burkitt 
254. Owen Lyne 
255. Ben Tosland 
256. Nera Bozin 
257. Dr Michael Mills 
258. Professor Kevin Dawe 
259. Ben Pollock 
260. Yaniv Voller 
261. Dr Catherine Marchand  
262. Dr Ferhana Hashem 
263. Dr Heide Kunzelmann 
264. Dr Gary Robinson 
265. Martin Warren 
266. Dr Will Norman 
267. Professor Stephen Peckham 
268. Professor Aylish Wood 
269. Dr Ana Leite 
270. Prof. J. Pina-Cabral 
271. Allison Holmes 
272. Tony Pullen 
273. Dr Amir-Homayoun Javadi 
274. Simone Kraemer 
275. Professor David Stirrup 
276. Professor Feargal Cochrane 
277. Professor Peter Langdon 
278. Henry Sparks 
279. Jolie Keemink 
280. Dr Eleni Kapogianni 
281. Dr Stella Bolaki  
282. Conor Heaney 
283. Dr. Robbie Richardson 

 



 

284. Dr Jill Bradshaw 
285. Dr Robin Darton 
286. Tracey Varnava 
287. Chloé Gallien 
288. Dr Kathleen M Quinlan 
289. Katerina Flint-Nicol 
290. Dr. Anna Waldstein 
291. Sophie Quirk 
292. Professor Robbie Sutton 
293. Dr Balihar Sanghera 
294. Dr Jastine Barrett 
295. Dr Connal Parsley 
296. Dr Barry Blight 
297. Dr David Nettleingham 
298. Alexandra Davis 
299. Professor Amanda Perry-Kessaris 
300. Rebecca Evans 
301. Ann-Marie Towers 
302. Dr. Hugo Férée 
303. Professor Didi Herman 
304. Valeska Hass 
305. Chloe Trainor 
306. Nicolo Sibilla 
307. Dr Tamar Jeffers McDonald 
308. Rebecca Pope 
309. Stefan Goebel 
310. Dr Barbara Franchi 
311. Charlene Dobson 
312. Professor Karen Douglas 
313. Dr. Silvia Ramos 
314. Professor Peter M Boenisch 
315. Dr Emma Alleyne 
316. Oscar Krüger 
317. Dr Anne Alwis 
318. Professor Maria Drakopoulou 
319. Dr Hayley Gibson 
320. Tom Bell 
321. Ben Marsh 
322. Dr Marian Duggan 
323. Lizzie Bradford 
324. Dr Heather Ferguson 
325. Dr Markus Bindemann  
326. Donna Coyte 

 



 

327. Dr Erika Nurmsoo 
328. Dr Rowena Paget 
329. Chloe Courtenay 
330. John Bennett 
331. Dr. Matt Skinner 
332. Ruth Auger 
333. Dr Eske van Gils 
334. Dr Charles Devellennes 
335. Tom F.A Watts 
336. Jack Bridgewater 
337. Miguel Alexiades 
338. Alex Norman  
339. Gabor Petri 
340. Dr Jon Mills 
341. Gregory White 
342. Dr Alvise Sforza Tarabochia 
343. Frances Guerin 
344. Dr. Timothy Bowman 
345. Dr. Chris Henry 
346. Dr. Efrosyni Boutsikas 
347. Dr. Tom Bennett 
348. Dr. Afroditi Pina 
349. Dr. Sean Grattan 
350. Laura Burke 
351. Dr Ina Friesen 
352. Andrew Brogan 
353. Dr. Caroline Chatwin 
354. Dr Kirsty Horsey 
355. Richard Stack 
356. Michael Laycock 
357. Dr Jane Wood 
358. Mary Snashall 
359. Professor G. Chryssochoidis 
360. Hayley Evans 
361. Peter Adkins 
362. Gabriela Hernandez 
363. Dr Marek Grzes 
364. Hind Elhinnawy 
365. Dr Rebecca Ogden 
366. Johanne Thompson 
367. Professor Andy King 
368. Sophie Chavarria 
369. Matthew Gibson 

 



 

370. Nick Smith 
371. Dr Zara Bergstrom 
372. Rima Saini 
373. Dr Claire Parkin 
374. Sara Janssen 
375. Julia Hope  
376. Dr. Rebecca Cassidy 
377. Lisa Callaghan 
378. Sarah Dacey 
379. Dr Madeleine Wyatt 
380. Dr Martin Hedemann-Robinson 
381. Professor Richard King 
382. Stuart Morrison 
383. Dr Ryan Perry 
384. Dr. Declan Wiffen  
385. Prof Michael Geeves 
386. Jennifer Wyatt 
387. Sinead Palmer 
388. James Kloda 
389. Dr Vinita Joseph 
390. Dr Helen Brooks 
391. Keith Bothwell 
392. Dr Dan Mulvihill 
393. Dr Roanna Mitchell  
394. Charlotte Parfitt 
395. Dr Sweta Rajan-Rankin  
396. Anne Kelly 
397. Dr. Anna Waldstein 
398. Grace Collins 
399. Dr. Gavin Sullivan 
400. Professor Rachel Forrester-Jones 
401. Ben Steeden 
402. Dr. Emily Manktelow  
403. Juliane Thieme 
404. Louisa Salhi  
405. Dr N. Lavignac 
406. Dr Lois Lee 
407. Verity Pooke 
408. Tracy Pellatt-Higgins 
409. Nicholas Thurston 
410. Dr Kathryn Harriss 
411. Agata Makieła 
412. Erin Sanders-McDonagh 

 



 

413. Prof. Yutaka Arai 
414. Prof. Dimitrios Theodossopoulos 
415. Dr. George Dobre 
416. Vivien Gambling 
417. Olga Palevich  
418. Beatrice Fagan 
419. Dr Julia Ulber 
420. Joana F. Viana Canelas 
421. Jacinta Babaian  
422. Dr Ruth Herbert 
423. Dr Maria Kalli 
424. Sebastian Payne 
425. Theresa Gannon 
426. Dr Fernanda Leite Lopez de Leon 
427. Nick Piska 
428. Adelina Gschwandtner 
429. Dr Andrey Launov 
430. Professor Christopher Heady 
431. Mehdi Hamidi Sahneh 
432. Professor Peter Fleischmann 
433. Dr Ian Wood 
434. Dr Maria Garcia Alonso 
435. Dr Triona Fitton 
436. Professor Julia Twigg 
437. Mary McNulty 
438. Steven Holdcroft 
439. Professor Jim Griffin 
440. Hannah Uglow 
441. Dr Des Laffey 
442. Professor Iain Fraser 
443. Dr Francesco Capello 
444. Dr Ilhan Guner 
445. Prof Hans-Martin Krolzig 
446. Dr Ben Hickman 
447. Prof Sophia Davidova 
448. Dr Olena Nizalova 
449. John Peirson 
450. David Acheson 
451. Dr Stephen Allan 
452. Dr Christian Siegel 
453. Dr Andres Velarde 
454. Dr Jeremy Kendall 
455. Francisca Stangel 

 



 

456. Dr Amrit Amirapu 
 

 


