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Source C
Extract from the Labour government cabinet committee policy notes about setting up comprehensive schools (1964)
The Labour Party’s Election Manifesto stated “Labour will get rid of the segregation of children caused by 11-plus selection; secondary education will be reorganised on comprehensive lines”. The reasons for this policy, and for beginning to carry it out without delay, can be summarised as follows:
(i) The fallibility of all the methods used in the attempt to assess the potential capacities of children when they are 10½ years old.
(ii) The wide local variations in the standard of attainment required of children of this age as a condition of entry to a grammar school.
(iii) Though some secondary modern schools have developed well others cannot offer the longer and more academic courses of study for which many of their pupils are suited.
(iv) The present separatist system tends to divide society by preventing mutual understanding between those with greater and less academic attainment.
(v) Primary schools in many areas are tempted to concentrate on getting pupils through the 11 plus tests where these still exist.
(vi) In the last two or three years many local education authorities – 68 out of 148 is the most recent figure – have been introducing or devising schemes of reorganisation which aim at getting rid of the 11 plus. Most of these schemes relate to part only of an area and/or only to county (as opposed to voluntary – church) schools. Some of these schemes are admirable, some ill-advised. It is now time to give a national lead, indicating the principles to be observed and the kind of problems likely to arise in different areas when reorganisation is planned.







Source D
Artist: Jak [Raymond Jackson]
Evening Standard, 23 Sep 1967
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News (22nd September) The Conservative Party gain both Cambridge and Walthamstow parliamentary seats from the Labour Party at by-elections in the constituencies
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Source A

From a speech by Alan Hopkins, Conservative MP for Bristol North-East, in the House of
Commons in November 1964, during a debate on the proposal to reorganise secondary
education.

| do not wish to see grammar schools abolished. They have had a great past. | hope they
will have a great future and that they will not be sacrificed on the altar of socialist ideology.
| am not opposed to comprehensive schools but there must be some degree of selection.
It is wrong to say that every child who goes to a secondary modern school is an 11-plus
failure. That just is not so, because the teaching in secondary modern schools is
extremely good. Over 60 per cent of the children attending secondary modern schools in
Bristol are going on to take ‘O’ level exams. This is surely proof of their success and is no
reason for damning them.
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Source B

From an article by the socialist writer Michael Rosen in 2012, in which he remembers his
schooldays in London in the 1950s and 1960s.

In 1956/57 | took the 11-plus exam. My class teacher was constantly warning those of us
in the middle of the class that we could fail and would have to go to a secondary modern
school. So | went into that 11-plus in a state of dread. | passed but my friend Brian went
to the secondary modern. The division between grammar school and secondary modern
was so sharp that we stopped seeing each other, stopped sharing our lives. Working
class children were a minority in grammar schools as a whole and very few succeeded in
joining that tiny percentage nationally who went to university. Most pupils left secondary
moderns at 15 before taking any kind of qualification.
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