
Apply now for a Fulbright Award  

 

 
 
What are the Fulbright Awards? 
 
Open to students and faculty the Fulbright Awards provide funding and support for post 
graduate study or research in the United States  
 
The scholarships are offered by the US-UK Fulbright Commission, whose mission is to 
advance knowledge, promote civic engagement and develop compassionate leaders 
through education exchange between the peoples of the US and the UK. It is the only 
academic awards programme that operates on both sides of the Atlantic.  
 
The Commission aims to promote diversity, inclusion, and equity in all our education 
exchange programming and is actively working to widen participation and realise our 
vision of a world where there are no obstacles to learning, understanding and 
collaboration. 
 
What are the benefits of a Fulbright Award? 
 
We offer a number of awards, each with its own grant amount. For example, the All 
Disciplines Postgraduate Award offers up to $45,000 toward tuition, fees and 
maintenance costs in the US – to be used in the first year of US study in any discipline, at 
any accredited US university. Other awards are offered in partnership with sponsors or 
US universities or may be for a particular subject or career field – each offers a specific 
funding package. You can read details of each award on our website. 
 
However, a Fulbright Award is about more than just funding. Just as important, it is 
about engaging in American culture and making connections in the vast global network 
of alumni. The special enrichment events that grantees participate in during their 
Fulbright year are just the beginning of the range of regular cultural and social activities 
that are the hallmark of the Fulbright community worldwide.  
 
Fulbrighters enrich their educations, advance their careers—and make meaningful 
contributions abroad and at home. Upon returning to their home countries, institutions, 
or classrooms, they share their stories and often continue the work they started abroad—
and join thousands of alumni serving as leaders across the globe. 
 
What do we look for? 
 
In addition to their academic strength, Fulbright Postgraduates and Scholars have a 
commitment to promoting peace and cultural understanding between the US and UK.  
 



Fulbrighters are engaged with the world around them, they demonstrate leadership and 
initiative both within and outside of their professions and show a curiosity to learn about 
other cultures. They serve as cultural ambassadors – furthering the Fulbright mission in 
their host country and in their home communities when they return. 
 
Who is eligible to apply? 
 
For our Postgraduate awards, we accept applications for study of a Master’s or PhD, 
and visiting studentship or research supported by a US institution. For our Scholar 
awards we accept applications to research or lecture in the US from individuals at any 
stage of their academic career, from early career postdoctoral students to Senior 
Lecturers and Professors.  
 
Applicants should: 

 Hold UK citizenship. However: 
o Applications from non-UK citizens may be accepted in certain 

circumstances. See our website for full eligibility requirements. 
o Citizens of British Overseas Territories are eligible to apply. 
o Applications from dual US/UK citizens, US residents or green card 

holders will be deemed ineligible. 
 Applicants for the Postgraduate Awards must hold a 2:1 undergraduate degree 

(or equivalent). 
o We may accept applications from individuals with a 2:2 overall 

undergraduate result in some exceptional cases. See website for full 
details. 

 
What does Fulbright do to ensure fair access to the Awards Programme? 
 
The US-UK Fulbright Commission is committed to growing the numbers of applications 
and participants in the UK Fulbright Postgraduate programme from under-represented 
groups and to continuing fair access to the programme. We do this by maintaining 
equitable application and selection processes and providing the opportunity -- for 
students who otherwise could not afford to participate in the programme -- to apply for 
additional financial support through the Fulbright Opportunity Fund.  
 
The Fulbright Opportunity Fund provides financial support for students who are selected 
to receive a Fulbright Postgraduate Award, but who cannot afford to fully fund their US 
study after exhausting all options to find funding. Those who are selected to receive a 
Fulbright Postgraduate Award become eligible to apply for the Opportunity Fund. We 
encourage applications from students of all backgrounds to apply for Fulbright Awards.  
 
Where can I find out more and apply? 
 
For further information and a full list of Postgraduate and Scholar Awards please visit the 
Fulbright website. If you want to discuss your specific situation, you can also contact us 
on programmes@fulbright.org.uk.  
 
Beyond the Awards Programme, the Fulbright Commission offers free, impartial advice 
about US postgraduate admissions. Take a look at our online guide to postgraduate 
study in the US. 

 
The competition for Fulbright Awards for UK citizens is open from 5 August until 

9 November 2020, 5pm GMT. 
 

www.fulbright.org.uk 


