
Introduction to the Library: Economics



Your Academic Librarian: Andy Prue

Expert in the information resources, library 
services, and digital literacy skills that you 
need to achieve your academic goals

• Your Library representative

• Provide guidance in using the Library resources

• Contact point for any feedback or questions that you 
may have in relation to Library & Information Services

• Available both in-person & online

Contact details

email a.prue@kent.ac.uk 

Book a 1-1 
session

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/IS
AndyPrue@live.kent.ac.uk/bookings/ 

mailto:a.prue@kent.ac.uk
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ISAndyPrue@live.kent.ac.uk/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/ISAndyPrue@live.kent.ac.uk/bookings/


Session objectives

• Provide an understanding of the importance of the research 
question/topic to the search process

• Give you a practical understanding of some initial tools to use 
in searching (LibrarySearch, Google & Google Scholar)

• Develop an introductory overview of how to critically evaluate 
what you find



https://www.kent.ac.uk/library/
Link to Library video

https://www.kent.ac.uk/library/
https://youtu.be/Sy4VT9AsryI


NEXUS

https://student.kent.ac.uk/support/nexus 

https://student.kent.ac.uk/support/nexus


Free software and tools

• Microsoft 365 is free to all students

• Check out other great software 
and productivity tools at: 
kent.ac.uk/software

• Use your own laptop / PC (financial 
aid may be available) or a student PC

Search Library and IT e-induction 
on Moodle

Working online

Link to Software Finder webpage

https://www.kent.ac.uk/software


Any questions?



It all starts with a question!

Outline the macroeconomic 
impact of Brexit on the UK & 
EU.

Search is about the combination of relevant KEYWORDS, PHRASES & Acronymns etc.
ITERATION & REFLECTION!



What is Literature 
searching?

Literature searching means 
searching for all the useful 
information you can find in 
books, research studies, 
reports, data, and statistics 
that help answer your question 
or teach you about your 
subject.



Where to find academic information



Your Digital Library
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/your-digital-library  

Recommend bookmarking!

https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/your-digital-library
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/your-digital-library
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/your-digital-library
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/your-digital-library
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/your-digital-library


LibKey Nomad
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library-it/25948/libkey-nomad  

https://www.kent.ac.uk/library-it/25948/libkey-nomad
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library-it/25948/libkey-nomad
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library-it/25948/libkey-nomad
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library-it/25948/libkey-nomad
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library-it/25948/libkey-nomad


Books



You may be asked to find a resource in the 
Library by your lecturer

• Bongardt, A., Talani, L.S. and Torres, F.S. (eds) (2020) The politics and 
economics of Brexit. Cheltenham, UK Northampton, MA, USA: Edward Elgar 
Publishing.

• Talani, L. S. (2020). Brexit and the future of the City of London: between 
deregulation and innovation. In The Politics and Economics of Brexit, 
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. available from: < https://doi-
org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016>

• Bento, J.A. et al. (2020) ‘Brexit: an exploratory analysis of the macroeconomic 
effects on the british economy’, Scientific Annals of Economics and Business, 
67(SI), pp. 69–85. Available at: https://doi.org/10.47743/saeb-2020-0027.

https://doi-org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016
https://doi-org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016
https://doi-org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016


LibrarySearch Digital:

https://www.kent.ac.uk/library 

Think of LibrarySearch 
Digital as the Library’s 
search-engine.
It allows you to use keywords 
to search for e-books, 
journal articles and other 
resources subscribed to by 
the Library.

Search is about the combination of 
relevant KEYWORDS, PHRASES & 

Acronymns etc.
ITERATION & REFLECTION!

https://www.kent.ac.uk/library
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library


Module Reading Lists

University of Kent, TALIS Reading 
List System
https://kent.rl.talis.com/index.html 

MOODLE Module page
https://moodle.kent.ac.uk/ 

https://kent.rl.talis.com/index.html
https://moodle.kent.ac.uk/


e-textbooks

• Using Kortext: 
https://youtu.be/wR6vesSVVnM

• Using Bibliu: 
https://youtu.be/xdurhZuogXU?list=PLXTIiw7kQ0518yrXGOWUxMEz9jKX
pUdUI 

https://youtu.be/wR6vesSVVnM
https://youtu.be/xdurhZuogXU?list=PLXTIiw7kQ0518yrXGOWUxMEz9jKXpUdUI
https://youtu.be/xdurhZuogXU?list=PLXTIiw7kQ0518yrXGOWUxMEz9jKXpUdUI


Journals & Journal Articles



You may be asked to find a resource in the 
Library by your lecturer

• Bongardt, A., Talani, L.S. and Torres, F.S. (eds) (2020) The politics and 
economics of Brexit. Cheltenham, UK Northampton, MA, USA: Edward Elgar 
Publishing.

• Talani, L. S. (2020). Brexit and the future of the City of London: between 
deregulation and innovation. In The Politics and Economics of Brexit, 
Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. available from: < https://doi-
org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016>

• Bento, J.A. et al. (2020) ‘Brexit: an exploratory analysis of the macroeconomic 
effects on the british economy’, Scientific Annals of Economics and Business, 
67(SI), pp. 69–85. Available at: https://doi.org/10.47743/saeb-2020-0027.

https://doi-org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016
https://doi-org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016
https://doi-org.chain.kent.ac.uk/10.4337/9781788977975.00016


LibrarySearch Digital:

https://www.kent.ac.uk/library 

Think of LibrarySearch 
Digital as the Library’s 
search-engine.
It allows you to use keywords 
to search for e-books, 
journal articles and other 
resources subscribed to by 
the Library.

Search is about the combination of 
relevant KEYWORDS, PHRASES & 

Acronymns etc.
ITERATION & REFLECTION!

https://www.kent.ac.uk/library
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library


Books & journal articles



Any questions?



https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/
librarians#guides 

Selected subject-specific 
resources:

• Article databases✓
• E-book collections✓
• Diverse resources✓
• Data & Statistics✓
• E-journal collections✓
• Multimedia resource and 

much, much more!✓

Recommend bookmarking!

https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/librarians#guides
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/library/librarians#guides
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library


It all starts with a question!

Outline the macroeconomic 
impact of Brexit on the UK & 
EU.

Search is about the combination of relevant KEYWORDS, PHRASES & Acronymns etc.
ITERATION & REFLECTION!



Google or Google Scholar?



What is Boolean Searching?

CONCEPT 1
[AND]

e.g. “Macroeconomic 
effects”

CONCEPT 2
[AND]
e.g. “Brexit”

CONCEPT 3
[AND]

e.g. “UK”

ITERATION & REFLECTION!



Boolean searching How do you search 
these tools?

• AND
• OR
• NOT
• Phrase searching



AND Dog [SPACE] Cat

Macroeconomic 

[SPACE] Brexit 



OR Cat OR Kitten 
OR Feline

Brexit [SPACE] Impact 

OR Outcome OR Effect



NOT Cat OR Feline 
-KittenMacroeconomic 

[SPACE] Brexit  

-Microeconomic



Phrase 
searching

“Economic Theory“ 

“Gray Maine Coon“ 



Any questions?



Where does Google Search?

News sites

Blogs

ForumsWebsites

All Social Media



Grey literature

Includes:
• Dissertations & theses
• Statistical information
• Organisational reports
•               site:ac.uk – only searches UK academic websites 

                 site:gov.uk – only searches UK Government websites 
                 site:nhs.uk – only searches UK NHS websites 
                 site:gov – only searches US Government websites 
                 site:edu – only searches US academic websites 
                 site:org – only searches Organisational websites 

Grey Literature Introductory video from the 
University of Guelph

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0m2wVKzkbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0m2wVKzkbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0m2wVKzkbA


Searching Google (properly!)

https://www.google.co.uk/ 

ITERATION & REFLECTION!

https://www.google.co.uk/


Where does Google Scholar search?

Working Paper sites

Academic Publisher sites

University Repositories



Searching Google Scholar

https://scholar.google.com/ 

ITERATION & REFLECTION!

https://scholar.google.com/


Any questions?





Find by SUBJECT
https://browzine.com/libraries/2919/subjects 

E-journals held by the 
University of Kent:

The Templeman Library 
has ongoing subscriptions 
to a multitude of academic 
journals. Use either of the 
links below to explore 
journals either by title or 
subject.

Find by TITLE
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?autht
ype=ip,guest&custid=s3647347&profile=pfi&gr
oupid=main Recommend bookmarking!

https://browzine.com/libraries/2919/subjects
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,guest&custid=s3647347&profile=pfi&groupid=main
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,guest&custid=s3647347&profile=pfi&groupid=main
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,guest&custid=s3647347&profile=pfi&groupid=main
https://www.kent.ac.uk/library


Document Delivery Service
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/?rm=DOCUMENT+DELIV0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7
C%7Ctrue 

https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/?rm=DOCUMENT+DELIV0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/?rm=DOCUMENT+DELIV0%7C%7C%7C1%7C%7C%7C0%7C%7C%7Ctrue


Top Tip!         Speedy & Effective Reading

Speed reading titles:

Link to e-book on speed reading

Top 
Tip!

Click on the book cover to access the title!

SAS Effective Reading information

SAS Effective 
Reading 

information

https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:621144/ada?qu=speed+reading&if=eledsSelectFacetFT1&d=ent://SD_ILS/0/SD_ILS:621144~ILS~2&ir=Both&h=8
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:488570/ada?qu=speed+reading&qf=FORMATFormatBOOKBooks&qf=LIBRARYLibrary1:TEMPLEMANTempleman+Library&if=eledsSelectFacetFT1&d=ent://SD_ILS/0/SD_ILS:488570~ILS~1&ir=Library&isd=true&h=8
https://www.kent.ac.uk/guides/reading-and-notetaking/effective-reading


Any questions?



Don’t be a passive consumer, 
ENGAGE!



Sorting the good from the not so good!



C.R.A.A.P Test

Cover image for How to read journal articles in the social sciences : a very practical guide for students

Cover image for Critical thinking skills for dummies

Cover image for How to improve your critical thinking  reflective skills Cover image for Critical thinking skills : developing effective analysis and argument

Cover image for Critical thinking for students : learn the skills of critical assessment and effective argument

Cover image for How to read a paper : the basics of evidence-based medicine and healthcare

https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:506742/ada
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/results?qu=Critical+thinking&qf=SUBJECT%09Subject%09Study+skills.%09Study+skills.+%7C%7C+Psychology.%09Psychology.+%7C%7C+Thought+and+thinking.%09Thought+and+thinking.
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1643706/ada
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1574468/ada
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:673501/ada
https://librarysearch.kent.ac.uk/client/en_GB/kent/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:1642284/ada


C.R.A.A.P Test
Currency – the timeliness of the information

• Does your topic require current information, or will older sources work as well?

• When was the information published or posted?
(remember, books when they are published usually contain information that is older 
than that found in journal articles)

• When using News Media, as a current information source, (e.g. Newspapers, 
Online and Broadcast news services) be aware of bias and commercial implications 
of news media models.

• If using  website, has the information been revised or updated, and are the links 
functional?

https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/digital-news-report/2024/united-kingdom
https://pressgazette.co.uk/media-audience-and-business-data/media_metrics/uk-media-bias-2024/


C.R.A.A.P Test
Relevance – the importance of the information for your needs

• Does the information relate to your topic or answer your question?
• Scan the abstract of the resource, or read the introduction, is there a clear 

question being addressed in the resource?
• Does this relate directly to your research?

• Is the information at an appropriate level for the intended audience? 
(i.e. not too elementary or advanced for your needs)

• Have you looked at a variety of sources before determining this is one you will use?



C.R.A.A.P Test

Authority – the source of the information

• Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor?
• Is it clearly identified in the resource?
• If not, is there information relating to an Editorial Board if so, how well 

qualified are its members?

• What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations?
• Check using Google Scholar: author:AUTHOR NAME. 

e.g. author:Mark Featherstone
• Check using SCOPUS: Author tab, enter author details

• Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address?

• Note - to help answer Authority and Purpose questions, check out a website’s
        About page.



C.R.A.A.P Test

Accuracy – the reliability, truthfulness and correctness of the 

content

• Is the information supported by evidence 
(e.g. references, research methodologies) ?
(Remember, Argument + (High quality)Evidence = Success)

• What research methodologies have been used, and have they been used 
effectively?

• Has the evidence been reviewed or refereed?

• Does the language or tone seem unbiased, free of emotion or grammatical 
errors?



C.R.A.A.P Test

Purpose – the reason the information exists

• What is the purpose of the information? Is it to inform, teach, sell, entertain or 
persuade?

• Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions or purpose clear?

• Is the information fact, opinion or propaganda?

• Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional or personal biases?



Critical Thinking/Appraisal

Critical ThinkingCritical Analysis (SAS)

• Critical 
Thinking

• Critical 
Analysis 

(SAS)

https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/critical-thinking
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/critical-thinking
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/critical-thinking
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/critical-thinking
https://moodle.kent.ac.uk/2023/course/section.php?id=54117
https://moodle.kent.ac.uk/2023/course/section.php?id=54117
https://moodle.kent.ac.uk/2023/course/section.php?id=54117
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/skills-for-academic-success




Any questions?





Reference Management 
Tools



What is a Reference Management Tool?



Further information on Reference 
Management Tools

https://student.kent.ac.uk/
studies/reference-
management-tools 

https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/reference-management-tools
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/reference-management-tools
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/reference-management-tools
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/reference-management-tools
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/reference-management-tools
https://student.kent.ac.uk/studies/reference-management-tools


Any questions?



The next time we meet.
• Appreciation of the importance of the question/topic in the research 

process

• Knowledge of the Search Strategy Tool

• Practical understanding of exploratory searching & keyword harvesting

• Appreciation of how to use Generative Artificial Intelligence (Gen AI) in the 
literature search process

• Practical introduction to Boolean Search for interrogating academic article 
databases (Citation Indexes)

• Knowledge of where to find relevant literature discovery tools for research



Conclusion & reflection



Conclusion

• Provide an understanding of the importance of the research 
question/topic to the search process

• Give you a practical understanding of some initial tools to use 
in searching (LibrarySearch, Google & Google Scholar)

• Develop an introductory overview of how to critically evaluate 
what you find
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